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Be loved.     Believe.      Become.

The Welcome Mat

       GET  SET …

SEPTEMBER 25

New Wednesday Evening Series begins 
August 24

Who am I?  Who are we?  In times like ours, these 
questions seem to matter more than ever.  The quest to 
‘know thyself’ is not new of course.  Scripturally, we 
consider the Psalmist who says, “God, you know every 

hair on my head; knew my days before I even lived a single minute.” (Psalm 139).  
Such intimacy with the Maker of the universe brings some comfort and wonder.  
But the honeymoon period of such romanticism screeches to a halt when we find 
ourselves commiserating with Paul who says: “I don’t understand why I do the 
things I do.  I don’t do the things I want but always seem to wind up doing the very 
things I hate.”  (Romans 5:17).  

Things of the Spirit always drive us toward self-reflection… but where do we 
start?  Around every self-help corner and Facebook quiz lies ‘the answer’ to your 
quest to know who you are. In truth, there are many helpful tools. Life itself is 
a great teacher after all.  One ancient-future tool for this quest of self-discovery 
is The Enneagram – a literal descriptive term of a nine-pointed circle.  An oral 
tradition rooted in the Christian spirituality of our desert fathers and mothers, 
the Enneagram introduces nine personality types that hold commonalities across 
all boundaries of time and culture.  The experience that often accompanies our 
discovery of our “number” is remarkable.  

This five-week course (led by Kevin Howe and Mark Briley), is designed to 
create a greater comfort with one’s authentic self and a greater compassion for 
others. Deep descriptions of each type will be shared and considered in a dynamic 
dialogue between facilitators and participants. From light-hearted stories to 
deeply transformative discoveries, this journey will offer insights into navigating 
relationships, group dynamics, and even the process of grief.  No judgment is 
cast; no number is better than another.  It has been said that the nine Enneagram 
together represent the face of God.  Who are you?  Who am I?  Who are we 
together as a reflection of the image of God?  

Join your community on Wednesday evenings from August 24 to September 
21 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm for a fun and meaningful conversation of discovery.  
There is no cost for this class and it is open to any and all interested.  Childcare is 
provided.   (Here’s to the joy of finding our way.

Also coming in August on Tuesdays
 Contruyendo Puentes,

a Spanish Course for Connection
(See Page 3 for details)
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Be Loved!

YOUTH EVENTS

Grace & Peace, Colt               918-691-6525                  colt@hacctulsa. org

Promotion Sunday/Backpack Blessing/New Youth Adventure:
With summer winding down and back to school just around the corner it’s time to start shifting to our fall programing.
  
The official start of back to school here at HACC is Sunday, August 21 which marks the day that our incoming 
6th graders officially graduate from the children’s program and join the  Youth.  It will be a full day as we offer the 
Backpack Blessing for all of our children, youth and educators in both services. The official promotion to Youth 
will be during the Sunday School hour.  It’s a time of church wide celebration with our adults present and cheering.  
The new youth will start in the Transformers classroom and transition out and up the stairs to be welcomed by the 
youth for  a massive party.  

Following the Traditional worship service, we will continue with the New Youth Adventure, a traditional rite of 
passage that marks the beginning of their HACC Youth participation.  So make plans to be here on the 21st for a 
great morning for everyone and a chance to show your support for our new youth.  

While the summer heat lingers, the season will soon shift and new energy will guide us 
into the beautiful season of Fall.  A chance for the men of HACC to re-connect is upon us.  
Gentlemen, add these NMU dates to your calendars!    
 

• August 17 -  Tulsa Public Schools is hosting a professional development conference at the Cox Center 
for all 2,800 of their teachers.  With our successful High Five Line at Key Elementary last Spring, they’ve 
asked us to lead the effort to offer the same welcome to their teachers that morning from 8-9:00 am, with a 
goal of 120 participants!  (NMU is leading the charge, but this event is open to men, women, children and 
youth.) While many faith groups are being invited; let’s set the tone with a huge turnout! 

• September 8 – NMU Fellowship Night @ the Barn!  The Cacys are opening their incredible gathering 
space for all men to gather for a night of food, fellowship, and gaming.  This will serve as a Pep Rally of 
sorts to launch us well into the Fall season!

• September 19 – Million Father March!  Over 600 cities across America are hosting such a march to 
encourage fathers to volunteer and be engaged in their children’s schools.  Key Elementary has asked NMU 
to participate by creating a High Five Line to welcome students and their fathers on the 19th at 7:00 am.  

 
These experiences will launch us well but stay tuned for other plans currently in the works!  To ask questions or join 
the movement, contact NMU leader, Mark Southard, at MSouthard@southernhillscc.org. 

Will you be
the next man up?
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Be Loved!

About the Church!

New Members:
Welcome to Tom & Gloria 
Jones who joined HACC on 
July 31, 2016.

Sympathy for:
Terry Gilles and family at the death of his wife, Julie Gilles, 
on July 28, 2016. A celebration of Julie's life was held at 
the church on Monday, August 1.  
The family requests donations in Julie's name be made to:
Ovarian Cancer Research Fund Alliance
www.ovariancancer.org

or locally to: Anna's Belles (918-247-6308)
a Tulsa area ovarian cancer support group
Donations can be mailed to:
17310 E. 116 Street North, Owasso, OK 74055

We also are happy to 
welcome Carson, Christa 
and Drew Caraway who 
joined on August 7, 2016.

It's not how much
we GIVE 

but how much 

Love
we put into giving.

---- Mother Teresa

Congratulations & Welcome:

Schaffer Walter Fair was 
born to Mandy & Ryan Fair 
on August 7, 2016. Schaffer 
weighed 5'14" at birth and 
is the precious grandson of 
Janie and Jack Abbott.

Contruyendo Puentes
Teachers: Rev. Kevin Howe and Jenna Buell

Tuesdays, August 30 – November 15
6:30-7:30 pm, Room 218 (12 sessions)

Cost: $20 + recommended course supplements 
as desired by participant

In conjunction with our commitments to partnership 
with the people Chacraseca, and to love neighbor 
here at home, learn the basics of conversational 
Spanish language through curriculum that draws 
upon faith, our international partnership in Nicaragua, 
and exchange with native speakers. This 12-week 
course will introduce you to the fundamentals of 
the language and provide some insight into Latin 
American culture through a diversity of activities. 
Homework will be an important part of the retention 
of the information in this course.  
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Believe!

Kanakuk KampOut Reflections
If you were in our building at all last week you couldn’t help but notice all the activities happening for kids!  It was 

HACC’s first year of hosting Kanakuk KampOut, five full days of exciting traditional camp activities like archery, 
rock climbing, water fun, bungee bounce, chants and cheers, in addition to deep Bible study and prayer.  Over ninety 
kids age 5-11 participated in the week, with 24 from HACC!  We reached completely different community kids than 
VBS.  It was a wonderful affirmation of offering different types of summer experiences for kids.

One of the best aspects of Kanakuk is the interaction between the young adult staff and the children.  They bring 
an energy and love for kids that was beautiful to witness.  They offer perspective that is unique.  One day I came 
across one of our kids who was upset that they were not good at a particular game.  The counselor was able to share 
stories of his adolescence when he absolutely loved basketball but was not tall enough to play competitively.  He 
went on to the same kind of limitation with baseball, but finally figured out that he was a good runner.  He now plays 
on his college soccer team!  Before the conversation ended, the young boy was encouraged and considering what he 
was good at, and realized it was okay to not be good at everything.  I am grateful for all of the Kanakuk counselors 
for sharing their hearts with our kids.

The partnership with the Kanakuk Staff was fantastic.  They provided all of the 
registration, set up, clean up, tear down, and 30 staff of primarily young adults.  One 
constant comment I’ve received is that they were ‘unfailingly kind and polite.’  We provided 
host homes for 27 of their staff.  Can you imagine how hard it is to be dependent on the 
kindness of strangers?  Yet that is what their staff does all summer long!  I want to offer a 
heartfelt thanks to all of our hosts for the week:  Keenan & Starre Barnard, John & Debbie 
Bryan, Bob & Lynn Fisher, Neil & Bendy Gilpin, Lance & Tara Goll, Sue Phillips, and Jan 
Walker.  They opened their homes with warm hospitality and demonstrated the biblical 

principle of showing kindness to strangers.  

We also partnered with Kanakuk was to provide 
lunch for their staff each day.  Christina Maxwell 
coordinated a team who made 3 casseroles for 
each day, in addition to offering fresh salad and 
fruit.  The sweetness came from the Disciples 
Class who baked homemade cookies!  
We also provided an on-site first aid/CPR certified medical assistant each 
day, as well as overnight security for the equipment.  Thank you to Caren 
Gerkin who secured our medical assistant, and to Lonny Grigsby, Ashley 

Smith and Zoey Martinez for providing security each night.

And last, but not least, HACC provided one Junior Counselor for the 
week – Abby Nixon!  Abby has attended the overnight Kanakuk camp, 
so she was a seasoned helper for one of the girl groups.  

I’ve already been asked numerous times whether or not we will host 
KampOut again to which I reply a hearty YES!  We already have our 
date for next year, June 12-16, 2017!!!  
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School Supply Drive
The annual School Supply Round-Up is off to a good start with blue tubs and boxes overflowing with a variety 
of much-needed items.  Your donations are much appreciated. They will provide a good start to supplying 
the basics in the Grimes Elementary closet for students who need them  The HACC collection will continue 
through this Sunday, August 14.  So remember the children starting school in a few days and add your donations 
of school supplies to the growing response in the Commons area.  The students, parents, and staff at Grimes 
will be so grateful.

School supplies are on sale now at bargain prices.  Please help our Outreach efforts by donating 
school supplies in August. Please place donations in or near the blue boxes in Peake Commons.

Wide-lined notebook paper
composition books
pencil sharpeners
pencil bags
pocket folders (with brads)
colored markers (washable)

dry erase markers
highlighters
construction paper
small bottles of Elmer’s glue
snap-shut plastic storage boxes
Ziploc bags (all sizes)

facial tissues
hand sanitizer
reams of colored paper 
reams/boxes of copy paper

In August, HACC lifts up a number of its educational partnerships including our connection to Grimes 
Elementary school, NextManUp’s high five rallies, HACC Outreach School Supply Drive, and our own HACC 
Uniform Closet. Be on the lookout for ways that you can get involved and help us support our community’s 
teachers and students!

Outreach Partner of the Month

Backpack Blessing 2016
Kids, youth, and all educators (school and church) are 
invited to bring their backpacks, car keys, or any other 
symbol you might want to have blessed on Sunday, 
August 21!  Blessings will be offered in both services 
(9 and 11 am). Look for special front row seating for 
children and youth.

(Also, on the 21st, the upcoming sixth graders will 
be promoted to "Youth".  Join in the celebration by 
cheering them on as they go up the stairs to their new   
space  – and a welcoming party!)
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Become!
Getting Through
There are days at work – even with work you love and people you adore – that sometimes you’re just getting through, 
getting by, and hoping to get home with some bit of your sanity still intact. You’ve had those days? Okay then. 

Well I hope you’ve also had the days like the one I had last week … which actually involved all of you. Let me tell 
you about our day.

There were 90+ children (under 11) in the building – plus 30 young adults – for a weeklong KampOut!

And there were hundreds of adults in:
Six different yoga classes. And in a prayer group. And a crafting group. And attending a memorial service. And 
playing bridge. And rehearsing for worship. And a business networking group. And a bible study. And doing any 
number of the day to day things that make Harvard Avenue the place it is. And that’s before any of 350 even arrived 
this weekend for worship. 

And in the midst of it all – in the middle of a Wednesday afternoon – I was trading emails (yes, with the colleague 
who sits 20 yards away) about this couple that is coming in to talk about joining the church, and this event for some 
folks who’ve been visiting and want to get more connected, and this woman who asked to spend some time together 
so we could find ways to deepen relationship, and this family who met another family while having dinner out and 
even though our family isn’t going to be here this week, they wanted us to know this other one might be. 

And it was happening all around those of us who are here, in offices, day to day – NOT because of us.

At which point it occurred to me that this is just what a week looks like at Harvard Ave. It’s just how things go. It’s 
full and loud and meaningful and funny and challenging and empowering and deeply connected at the Spirit. 

So the next time you think you’re just bearing down and getting through … see if maybe your getting through is 
allowing someone else to get TO what they most need : relationship, meaning, opportunity, fellowship, community, 
wonder, compassion, peace … the chance to be loved . believe . become.

benefit concert featuring the Indigo Girls 
Sunday, November 13, 6pm – 10pm

Legends, downtown Tulsa

In Tulsa and far beyond, Phillips Seminary advocates a way of 
being faithful that cultivates vital communities, vital conversations, 

and the public good. This concert benefits the educational work the seminary does every single day.
We wanted an event that would benefit Phillips Seminary and create a space where persons of multiple generations, 

committed to faith and social justice, could have a great time while being re-energized for this work in the world.
Also on the bill for the evening: Trey Pearson, of Everyday Sunday; and Eric Himan, lead singer of local band, 

Soundsquatch.   Tickets available at phillipsfest.com.
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Next Sunday! August 14
"Do to others as you would have them do to you." Luke 6:31)
Eugene Peterson says of Jesus, "We follow a very different leader, one who in 
virtually every detail guides us in a way of living that is counter to that of the 
world."  The next Christians have rediscovered this ideal. They don't always get 

it right, but they are seeking to follow the ways of Jesus wherever they show up in the world. The next Christians 
are living in the tension of being prophetic with their lives while serving others and inviting them to a better 
way. Is the big five-hundred-year shift happening to us, or are we called to join the effort of ushering in this new 
manifestation of the realm of God?  Join us for worship on Sunday at 9 or 11 am as Mark Briley concludes this 
series with a message entitled "Counterculture for the Common Good".  (Luke 6:27-31)

Counterculture for
the Common Good

Abundant Community
 
Pamela Wilhelms is a living systems guru and leadership coach in the business sector.  She shares that “Business 
exists not just to increase shareholder value but for the flourishing of life.”  The ‘flourishing of life’ is open for 
interpretation I suppose.  The Gospel story, however, seems to guide us toward a sense that life doesn’t flourish for 
one until it flourishes for all.  Jesus was constantly expanding the community that got in on the flourishing.  

Peter Block and John McKnight see this aim as a call to “abundant community.”  They suggest that an abundant 
community perspective includes three important components.  

   • First, we see the abundance that we have – individually, as neighbors and in this place of ours. 
   • Second, we know that the power of what we have grows from creating new connections and relationships 
 among and between what we have. 
   • Third, we know that these connections are no accident.  They happen when we individually or collectively 
 act to make the connections – they don’t just happen by themselves.  

This mentality moves from a scarcity mindset of “There is not enough” and “No one has anything to offer” to a 
consideration of the gift economy.  The richness of community comes in the gift of watching the neighbor kids for 
an hour while their solo parent goes to an important meeting.  It comes in the make shift “bring your leftovers” meal 
between friends who can make a banquet out of day-old casseroles.  This takes intentionality, time and effort but 
will soon find the gifts of an entire community rising, creating a picture of the kingdom of God that inspires others to 
do the same.  Perhaps, as friends, neighbors, and pilgrims of this movement we lovingly call “HACC,” we start not 
with the thought of, “We don’t have…” or “We can’t…” but “Here we are, abundantly created, ready and willing to 
share.”  To God be the glory… 
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                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez —  darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org 
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
     Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 

Welcome Mat Deadline
Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by 
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article 
deadline is August 23 before noon.

Periodical
Postage

Paid
at Tulsa, OK

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Aug. 11   High School Lunch & Hang Out, 12:30 pm
Aug. 13   Run4Fun Race Day
Aug. 14   School Supply Drive (last collection date)
Aug. 15   Ultimate Frisbee League 6 pm
Aug. 17   The Case for Christ, 6:30 pm
Aug. 21   Promotion Sunday & Backpack Blessings!
     9 & 11 am
Aug. 23   Newsletter Deadline, noon
   Finance Meeting, 5:30 pm
Aug. 24   Enneagram Class, 6:30 pm
Aug. 25   HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
Aug. 30   Contruyendo Puentes, 6:30 pm
Aug. 31   Blood Drive, 4 to 7 pm
   Enneagram Class, 6:30 pm

Sunday Attendance
	 July	31:		Rising	–	130;	Traditional	–	170;	Total	–300

August	7:		Rising	–	153;	Traditional	–	;194		Total	–	347
The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016

The	Welcome	Mat	 is	published	twice	a	month.	Article	deadlines	for	
2016	 are:	August	 23;	 September	 6,	 20;	October	 4,	 18;	 November	
1,	15;	December	6,	20.		E-mail	articles	to	betsey@hacctulsa.org	by	
noon	on	those	Tuesdays.

Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for 
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate 
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers 
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can 
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey 
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org.  (If you take 
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the 
church within the week. Thank you.)

We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front 
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

Sign up
for the Flower 

Calendar!

NEXT HACC BLOOD DRIVE,  AUGUST 31, 4-7 PM


