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          9:00 a.m.–The Rising
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   Next Welcome Mat Deadline
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 Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

IT’S HERE!! 
IT’S HERE!!

CROP HUNGER WALK
    IS THIS SUNDAY!

WALKERS:  I have more packets if yours is too full.   SPONSORS: Thank 
you and feel free to find other WALKERS to Sponsor.  WALKERS please 
bring your packets to Church Sunday morning and turn them in to me or Dave 
Jones.  If you find more SPONSORS after that, I will give you a new packet.  

Even though I rarely mention CROP HUNGER WALK, I feel this year 
requires me leaving my shyness behind and promoting such a necessary 
effort.  HACC has been so very generous over the last ten years that other 
groups in the community look to us to set the pace.   I know we will.   Thank 
you for your support.    Alan Crider acrider2@cox.net

Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

The HACC NextManUp team joined the 
Million Man March event on September 19 with 
a High 5 Line at Key Elementary.  To the delight 
of the kids, the Memorial High Basketball Team 
also joined the Line!

Kevin Howe gives 
a Pep talk!
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Be Loved!
Youth Events

Grace & Peace, Colt               918-691-6525                  colt@hacctulsa. org

Movie Night!  
Sunday, October 16 @ 5:30 pm in the Chapel

The movie is FREE. Childcare provided with RSVP to darlene@hacctulsa.org
Facilitators:  Giselle and Vince Chebny

You are invited to the first MARRIAGE MOVIE NIGHT to watch the movie War Room, a compelling drama filled 
with humor and heart that received rave reviews from viewers of all ages.  Tony and Elizabeth Jordan have it all---
great jobs, beautiful daughter, and their dream house.  But appearances can 
be deceiving.  Their world is actually crumbling under the strain of a failing 
marriage.  While Tony basks in his professional success, Elizabeth resigns 
herself to increasing bitterness.  Their lives take an unexpected turn when 
Elizabeth is challenged by her newest client, Clara.  Learn how victories 
don’t come by accident.  

Also, on Movie Night, you will have a chance to sign up to be a host home 
or part of a small group to discuss the book Fervent by Priscilla Shirer which 
will be available for purchase ($12.00).   This book, as well as meeting in a small group, will help you develop a battle 
plan to make your marriage stronger and/or encourage others in marriage.  Fervent is a hands-on, knees-down, never-
give-up action guide to practical, purposeful praying.  You won’t want to miss it!

Middle School Lock-In:
The second annual Middle 
School Lock In was a great 
night to stay up late here at 
HACC. Thirty-five of our 
incredible youth and brave 
adults spent the evening  
playing Basketball, Smash 
Brothers, Lasers, and Sardines, 
as well as crafting, worship, 
netfix, pizza and general 

shenanigans. Special thanks to Nick Forthman, Katie Clary, Rebecca Morris, Jennifer Brock, Connor Briggs and 
Jinafer Brown for helping to sponsor the event. Lock-Ins wouldn't be possible without awesome folks like you.

CROP Walk:
Founded in 1946, Church World Service is a cooperative ministry of 37 Christian communities working together to 
eradicate hunger and poverty and promote peace and justice among the world's most vulnerable people.  Within the 
United States, CWS assists communities in responding to local hunger and disasters, resettles refugees, promotes fair 
national and international policies, provides educational resources, and offers opportunities to join a people-to-people 
network of local and global caring through participation in CROP Hunger Walks.  If you would like to walk or donate 
please find me, Alan Crider or Dave Jones.  We would love to have you on team HACC.  
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Be Loved!

About the Church!

New Members:

Barbara Crider and family at the death of her brother, Dr. 
Tom Garrett on September 7, 2016 in Osage Beach, MO.

J. Dyer and family due to the death of his grandfather, 
Alvah Lloyd Smith on September 14, 2016.

Sympathy for:

New Sunday School Class
A new season is upon us which always comes with the 

buzz of “Maybe it’s time to get connected.”  If you’re a 
20 Something wondering about connection, a new group 
launched on Sunday, September 18 at 10:00 am (Room 
211). Whether you’ve started college, just finished, or 
finding your way into your first career, find a place of 
support with this new group.  They still have room for 
you if you didn't make it last week, so just show up next 
Sunday. Contact J. or Jessica Dyer at jessica@hacctulsa.
org for more info.

We welcome Kelly & 
Vickie Ford who officially 
joined on Sunday, 
September 11, 2016. 
(Kelly is our Traditional 
Music Director).

NEW! MOM & ME CLASS
Barbara Cargill, parenting and child development 
professional will offer a class for New Mothers & their 
babies.  The group will meet Monday, October 24 and 
Monday, November 14 at 6:30 pm in the Infant Nursery 
at HACC.  Join us to meet with other new mothers to 
discuss topics like: Emotional Refueling, Comforting 
Techniques for babies, Infant Communication (what are 
they trying to tell us), and other valuable tools for new 
parents. More Details to follow......

Children’s Ministry Banquet Gratitude
On Sunday evening, over 120 Children’s Ministry 
volunteers, staff, and their families gathered for an evening 
of appreciation.  Several people helped plan, prepare and 
tidy up afterward and I offer thanks to each of them!  Sue 
Phillips helped plan the event, as well as staying several 
hours after church to decorate and set tables, she baked a 
delicious chocolate cake, and generously donated Olive 
Garden salad and bread sticks!  My Mom and family 
helped with cooking and set up, and David provided 
technical assistance for the evening.  Jeff Kendall, Jennie 
McMillan, Shelley Kinder, Don and Connie Wertz all 
helped in the kitchen & Olive Garden delivery.  Lynn 
Fisher baked a peanut butter sheet cake and helped with 
table décor, and Janet Briggs supplied several glass 
bowls for our centerpieces.  It was a beautiful expression 
of servant leadership and I am grateful for every person 
who helped! 

Fall is almost in the air and our annual Fall Festival is just 
around the corner!  Put it on your calendar and invite all 
your friends, family, neighbors and anyone else!  There 
are many ways to help offer this event to the community!  
Please contact the following leaders to volunteer: 

Team Leader:  Caren Gerkin
Decorating:  Jan Kendall

Food/Drink Hospitality:  Darlene Martinez
Treat Walk:  Valerie Kendall

Crafts:  Staci Pennington & Marcia Whitaker
Carnival Games:  Ashley Pease

October 30, 4-5:30 pm
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Believe!

Head to the Fair at your convenience
4 pm Meet up@the Oklahoma Stage

buy your fair ticket at the gate or here:
http://www.tulsastatefair.com/tickets/ 

If you would like a t-shirt contact
Kevin Howe at kevin@hacctulsa.org

Another Chance:
Update Your Picture for the Directory  

If you’d like to update your picture in the HACC online 
pictorial directory, please gather in the Upper Commons 
(overlooking the prayer garden), 
before The Rising, between 
services, and after Traditional 
worship on September 25.  We 
will not be printing photos or 
taking orders, just taking one 
simple picture. Thanks for helping us stay up to date!  Who’s 
ready to smile?

Potluck Dinner Dates  & Locations:
  November 6, 2016 – Boston Ave UMC
     1301 S. Boston – Tulsa
 January 8, 2017 –  Jewish Federation
     2021 E 71st  -  Tulsa 
 March  26, 2017 – Masjid al-Salam, IST
     4620 S. Irvington Ave - Tulsa

Each Dinner will be held  on Sundays at 5:30 pm

 The purpose of Open Tables is to build relationships 
and better understand persons of differing faiths 
through potluck style dinners, feeding and being fed by 
our neighbors.  At interfaith tables, we hope everyone 
will begin to see each other not just as symbols of our 
religions, but as real people who are neighbors and 
fellow citizens of the world.  While understanding is 
not agreement, we believe that open, honest discussion 
can improve our relationships and help us to better 
understand our own values and beliefs.
 For more information or to sign up for Open Tables, 
contact Kevin Howe, kevin@hacctulsa.org.

OPEN TABLES
Sharing Food & Faith

Mark you calendars now for
Thursday, November 3
Greenwood Cultural Center
322 N. Greenwood

Doors open - 
6 pm/Dinner at 7
$75 per person –
$65 Early Bird
   (before Oct. 3)
   No tickets at the door

WINE for WATER
and

Feeding Families

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit
www.JustHope.org

JustHope & the Reed Jules Oppenheimer 
Foundation invite you to an

evening of Nicaraguan
inspired culture!
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Believe!

Stewardship is defined as "the conducting, supervising, or managing of something; the careful and responsible 
management of something entrusted to one's care".  Yet, the vast majority of us probably think of "financial 
giving" when we hear or see the word stewardship.

I attended "The Cup Runneth Over" presentation by Rev. Bruce Barkhauer this past Sunday afternoon at Harvard 
Avenue, and was reminded that stewardship is far more than "giving" ... it is truly a spiritual discipline which 
encompasses:
  •  Care for Creation (Genesis 2:15)
  •  Sabbath as Affirmation (Genesis 2:14)
  •  Value of "You" (I Corinthians 6:19-20)
  •  Evangelism (I Corinthians 4:1)
  •  Resources (Matthew 6:21)

Rev. Barkhauer shared a wealth of knowledge regarding stewardship ... far more than I can re-cap in this message; 
however, two of his comments really resonated within my heart that I want to share with you.

"You are a steward of the many colors of God's grace." and "Where the realm of God is, need is not present."

And so perhaps we need to routinely ask ourselves ... Does our rainbow of colors cover the complete spectrum, 
and is it reflective of the bounty of blessings we continually receive?
         Bruce Cargill, Stewardship Team 2016

Entrusted to Our Care

HACC men gathered on 
September 8 for fellowship, 
fun and planning.  Be sure to 
watch the newsletter for future 
NextManUp events. All are 
invited. To get connected, contact 
Mark Southard at msouthard@
southernhillscc.org
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Become!
Sitting In Between

On Friday night, Terence Crutcher was shot and killed. On Sunday morning, we sat in worship. On Monday 
afternoon, there were press conferences and video. And questions, still: What if? Where was? Who should? Why 
don’t? When will?

And in between? Sitting there – at home, in worship, in my office - in between Friday and Monday, all I could think 
was: It’s really quiet. 

And maybe it should be. Maybe … before we run the compassion gauntlet in an effort to be the first to speak, the 
definitive word, the declarative voice, the One Who Will Be Heard … maybe we should be quiet, at least for a minute. 

Maybe, when it is not our experience, when we do not entirely know, when we cannot even imagine, maybe sitting 
and being quiet and listening to the voices that need to rise, that come in pain, that wail in agony, that cry out for 
understanding – from every direction and every place … maybe THAT is where God’s voice can be most clearly heard.
     … something is very, very wrong: And if it’s wrong for one of us, then it’s wrong for all of us. – says the pastor
    … This beautiful child just told me that he skips and smiles while he is walking home so that he will look less  
threatening to [white] people. – says the mother
     … It hurts my heart more than yours when you accuse me of anything less than simply wanting to make sure my 
words are articulate, and accurate when using them. – says the officer
     … There is simply no easy fix to be found here; there is just challenging and uncomfortable and deeply important 
work that we must engage in to build a better Tulsa for ourselves and for our children. I believe in Tulsa. – says the 
educator.
     Maybe it is wise for us to practice the discipline of a Holy Saturday … that sitting, and waiting, in between the 
crucifixion and the resurrection. It is NOT inaction. It is active listening. It is intently considering what WE are NOT 
saying. Maybe it is in that silence … when we don’t know what to say, and when we shouldn’t be the ones saying it 
anyway … maybe that is where God is most readily heard: in the cries of God’s people, in the stones crying out from 
the ground, that we might hear, and listen, and THEN act, and be most faithful. 

Pastors Class for Grown Ups
     Every spring when Pastors Class comes around (a series of faith formation preparing our 5th-grade-and-older 
students to make professions of faith, prepare for or affirm their baptism), we have adults – parents, elders, members 
who see and hear it mentioned say ‘I need one of those for grown ups.’
     Well. Here it is!
     Beginning Wednesday October 19, for five sessions (through November 16), you will have the chance to consider 
the same questions our students do:
What does it mean to be created by God? Who am I as part of ‘creation’? // Jesus wasn’t a Christian. He was a Jew. 
What does that mean for me, for my faith in word and practice? // How do I read – and use – scripture and prayer? 
What does Jesus the rabbi teach me? // Where can I practice the compassionate service of Christ? How might I 
make a difference? // What does it mean to be baptized, to receive communion, to be part of the ‘body of Christ’?
     We begin October 19th, 7:00pm in the Chapel. Some Wednesday times may vary due to the ‘field trip’ nature of 
this course, and one session will be on a Friday evening (date TBA soon). RSVP to Courtney Richards (courtney@
hacctulsa.org), or with questions. Come join the fun!!

 *This Sunday in worship, we will include a focused prayer, for the challenges of our world and the healing of our 
community. Those who are interested can find resources and guidance to respond, study, and advocate in faith.
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Become!
When Welcome Becomes Invitation 

My sister-in-Christ and colleague who shares the west wall of my office with her own teaches us well the 
importance of welcome; an invaluable trait you want to find in your Connections Pastor.  Courtney has distinguished 
well over time how a church moves from a “friendly” church to a “welcoming” church.  There are some subtle 
differences between the two.  A friendly church might be full of folks who greet a new guest on Sunday mornings: 
“Hi!  Glad you’re here!” A welcoming church not only speaks to new guests but is full of people eager to make sure 
those same guests feel at home among us.  This may include sitting with someone new in worship who is alone or 
walking with a new family to the Children’s Welcome Center to connect them with engaging opportunities for their 
children.  Friendly. Welcoming.  Both excellent qualities to have as a church and ones I see you live well week-in 
and week-out. 

Courtney now has us imagining what it looks like to not only be friendly and welcoming but also inviting.  
Being friendly and welcoming are usually expressed once someone finds their way into our facility on a Sunday 
morning.  An inviting church is a church mobilized in the everyday world where we move and connect with others. 
It comes with a word to that friend who is hurting or a new neighbor who may benefit from connecting with a 
faith community: “Come along with me this weekend and see what might happen.”  It’s not high pressured.  It’s 
expressed authentically as, “This makes a difference in my life and I’d like you to experience it with me.”  

This is happening in many ways already.  This past Sunday, a run-of-the-mill September Sunday, 408 people 
came to worship with us.  When I started with you seven years ago, less than 200 were joining us regularly for 
worship.  We’ve not done a marketing campaign.  People are coming at your invitation.  And get this – 97 of those 
408 gathered on Sunday were ten years old or younger.  Add in middle and high school students and nearly 30% 
of our community gathered for worship that morning were teenagers or younger.  We are growing!  Your in viting 
matters.  

I say regularly that HACC is not the perfect church. We live in a great community with a church and a QuikTrip 
on every corner.  Such is wonderful.  While we’re not perfect, we may be the perfect church for someone you know.  
They may be at a point in their life where they have deep questions about God and faith and things of the soul.  They 
may have previously felt excluded by Church in general or may have no church experience at all.  They may find 
their way to us through the gym door to play PickleBall or as part of the Business Networking International group 
that meets here on Wednesday.  You might pick them up on a Sunday morning with a simple, “Let’s just see” and 
God’s grace might meet them in the way they need it the most.  I’m grateful for Courtney’s leadership that helps us 
consider what it means to be friendly, welcoming, and inviting.  Who does God need us to be in our community in 
this time and space?  We’re living into that reality together now.  And… there’s always room for others to join the 
effort.  Thanks for being an inviting people.

This Sunday!  Small Victories:  Short Yardage  
"They will fight against you; but they shall not prevail against you, for I am with you, 
says the Lord, to deliver you.” (Jeremiah 4:19)  
The fullback on the football team doesn’t get much glory; not much TV time or 

experience with celebration dances.  They just do the hard work of stepping forward a little at a time, becoming a 
pillar of strength in the trenches.  The prophet Jeremiah knows a thing or two about picking up the short yardage 
needed to press a vision forward.  What’s God’s vision for you?  Maybe it’s time for the small victory of picking up 
the short yardage you need to see your God-vision flourish.  Join us at 9:00 or 11:00 am this Sunday as Mark Briley 
continues the sermon series, “Small Victories,” with a message entitled, “Short Yardage.” (Jeremiah 1:4-14; 17-19)
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                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez —  darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
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Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
     Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Handbell Choir Director – Jerome Robinson

Welcome Mat Deadline
Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by 
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article 
deadline is October 4 before noon.

Periodical
Postage

Paid
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Sept. 22  Gospel of John Study, 6 pm
   Be Here, 6:30 pm
Sept. 25  CROP Walk, 2 pm
Sept. 26  Introduction to Spanish, 6:30 pm
Sept. 27  HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
   Gospel of John Study, 6 pm
Oct. 2   World Communion Sunday
   Day Center Meal, 5 pm
   Disciples Day at the Fair, Meet at 4 pm at the
      Oklahoma Stage
Oct. 4   Newsletter deadline, noon
   Introduction to Spanish, 6:30 pm
Oct. 6   HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
   TMM Board Retreat, 4 pm
   Gospel of John Study, 6 pm

Sunday Attendance
September 11: Rising: – 155; Traditional – 231; Total – 386
September 18:  Rising – 169; Traditional – 239; Total – 408

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. Article deadlines for 
2016 are: October 4, 18; November 1, 15; December 6, 20.  E-mail 
articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org by noon on those Tuesdays.

Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for 
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate 
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers 
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can 
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey 
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org.  (If you take 
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the 
church within the week. Thank you.)

We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front 
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

Sign up
for the Flower 

Calendar!


