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          Sunday Morning
        9:00 a.m.–The Rising
     10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
 11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

               Office Hours:
   8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. -- Monday
             through Thursday
     8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Friday

   Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, January 10, before noon

 Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services 

Family – 4:00 pm (Sanctuary):  This festive, family-friendly 
gathering will be lively with music from the Rising Band, a kid-
inspired telling of the Christmas story, communion, and the sacred 
raising of lit candles while all sing “Silent Night.”  

Traditional – 5:30 pm (Sanctuary):  This moving, reflective 
gathering includes an anthem from our Chancel Choir, a message 
from Mark Briley, communion and a candle-lit ending with the 
voices of the people singing “Silent Night”.  

Christmas Vigil – 11:00 pm (Chapel):  This most intimate of 
gatherings will usher in Christmas morning through prayerful 
reflection, powerful musical solos, communion, and lit candles 
raised high.  

Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day worship – one service, 11:00 am (Sanctuary):  
COME AS YOU ARE!  It’s Christmas!  Many look forward to 
this chance to come in Christmas PJ’s (or whatever is most 
comfortable).  A beautiful intergenerational and interactive service 
has been created to celebrate the morning.  

Sunday, January 1, 2017
News Year's Day worship – one service, 11:00 am (Family Life 
Center): Another rare gift to worship on the very first day of the 
new year!  Come comfortable and with a spirit of anticipation 
as we gather around tables with maps and lights, music, and our 
church family, of all ages. We’ll talk about (literally) where we’ve 
been, where we’re going, and what God has to do with it.

Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day

Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

The church offices
will be closed

December 26 & January 2
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Be Loved!
Youth Events

Grace & Peace, Colt    918-691-6525   colt@hacctulsa. org

Ski Trip – Sonlight Christian Camp/Wolf Creek
The ski trip is rapidly approaching for all of our youth and brave adults. Thirty-six of us will leave at 5 am on 
Wednesday, December 28, for Sonlight Christian Camp in Pagosa Springs, Colorado. We will ski 3 days at Wolf 
Creek, with a free day in Pagosa. We will return the evening of January 2.  These skiers, boarders and professional 
relaxers will have lots of fun in the snow, relaxing by the fire, drinking cocoa, hot tubbing, shopping, and frolicking 
in a winter wonderland.  We would greatly appreciate it if you would lift up your prayers for safety, energy, and great 
snow powder.  Check us out at www.sonlightcamp.org/ or www.wolfcreekski.com/

John & Debbie Robson – Andrew & Lisa Rhynes – Colt & Jess & Liam Stubblefield Rick Walton – Tyler Martin 
Charlie Robson – Sam Robson – Adam Thompson  – Jeff Alexander – Tucker Walton – Ben Gales – Cooper King – 

Drew Rhynes – Keaton Grigsby – Lonny Grigsby – Pagan Regnier – Jordan Anthony – Eric Knepper 
Ben Brown – Caiden Asbill – Thomas Humphreys – Zoey Martinez – Anne Emerson Emma Robson – Kacey King 

Anna Sullivan – Kate Rhynes – Gillian Payne – Hannah Heritage – Jadyn Cherry – Abby Clary – Ava Kirchmer

A Journey of Faith: 2017 PartnerTrip to Nicaragua
Over the last year, Harvard Avenue has worked to establish connection with the community of 

Chacraseca, Nicaragua through support and guidance of the Christian-ecumenical organization, 
JustHope (www.justhope.org). This partnership marks an exciting expansion of HACC’s 
ministries, engaging our faith and our neighbors in a global sense.

The partnership with JustHope and the community of Chacraseca emphasizes the important 
mutual benefit of shared educational experience between people of faith from different contexts 
and cultures, the ways that both communities are enriched by this exchange, and the amazing 

impact that this cross-cultural ex-perience has on the faith journey of participants. By personally connecting with the 
people, culture, and reality of Nicaragua, and assisting with local development efforts there, our HACC community 
can expect that this partnership will cultivate a deeper understanding our human connection to all of God’s children 
and of our faith; a faith that is transcends the borders of nations! 

If you are interested travelling with us on our 2017 HACC PartnerTrip to the community of Chacraseca, Nicaragua 
(July 24th – Aug. 1st, 2017), now is the time to plan! There will be information sessions about this exciting trip on 
Wednesday, January 11th at 6:30 pm (Room 107) and Sunday, January 15th at 10:00am (FLC). You may also pick up 
an informational packet from Kevin Howe at his office, or by email (kevin@hacctulsa.org). A trip deposit of $500 
will be due no later than January 29th.

STOCK UP … AND SAVE?
                Is your STOCK UP?  Would you like to possibly SAVE some tax dollars?  If you are planning a year-end 
contribution to the church, you may want to consider donating appreciated stock from your investment portfolio, 
especially considering the stock market run-up this year!  Your tax benefits from the donation can possibly be increased, 
and HACC in turn benefits from the stock appreciation.  First, check the contribution with your tax professional, and 
give the church office a call at (918) 742-5509.  Our staff will be happy to assist you with your donation!!  
    Bruce Cargill, Stewardship Team Leader
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Be Loved!

About the Church!

New Members:

Welcome to Shaun and 
Andrea Glen who joined 
with their girls, Cameron 
and Gabby, on Sunday, 
December 11, 2016

We also welcome 
Andy and Jennifer 
McMillan and their 
girls, Embry, Kendall 
and Addison. The 
McMillans also joined 
on December 11.

Andrea and Jennifer are the daughters of members 
Gery and Shelley Kinder.

On Sunday, December 
18, Heath and Staci 
Pennington joined with 
their children, Coco, Izzi 
Blue, and Breaker.

Also, joining on 
Sunday, the 18th, 
were Justin & Lauren 
Zell. The Zells are 
expecting a baby in 
January  – always an 
exciting event for a 
church family.

A HUGE Thank You goes to everyone who baked cookies 
for the reception following the evening Christmas Cantata.  
Everyone enjoyed your yummy treats!!!
     Glenda Womack

Thank You:

Merry Christmas and
a Blessed New Year

from
The HACC Staff



We Prayed

This year, we prayed … 

… as first breaths were taken … For new life created in the image of God, and in ours. For their health, growth, 
love, and family. We dedicated them to God's care, and promised that our faith would strengthen theirs, that our 
living would reveal God's loving, a promise we make to all our children, and promise not to take lightly.

… as life's last breath came, and with it eternal healing … As we laid beloveds to a final rest, we prayed words of 
grief, and with tears of release, trusting that God can sort them out, and hold us together in our mourning and into 
our faithfulness. 

… at bedsides and in waiting rooms … For a few-minutes' worth of tests, revealing all is well; for a few-hours' 
surgery that repaired shoulders, eyes, backs, hearts. For recoveries ongoing and questions still unanswered; for 
healing we know that God can bring, and for patient waiting in the meantime.

… in work and in rest … At meetings over tough decisions, and with pledge cards and challenges and new 
opportunities in hand. On sites where a little sweat equity or a cheerful high-five puts flesh on the words we pray. 
In classes where a new Word was revealed, and relationships built, and the act of being together was a prayer in 
itself.

… in Spanish, with friends from Chacraseca, celebrating partnership and possibility. In Hebrew, within tradition 
far older than our own, welcomed in honoring Shabbat at the Temple. In Arabic, when our Muslim sister taught us 
about her faith, and we learned about our own as well.

… for our city and our world … For our complicity in the sins of racism and fear, of silence and inaction. For our 
abiding hope in relationship and compassion, and our confidence in God's will to still be done in us. For the needs 
of the hungry, the sick, the imprisoned, the forgotten; that we might have the courage to put our prayers into action 
for the good of our community.

… with thanksgiving and laughter for things gone well … For buffet tables laden with food, and for the sound of 
community growing strong. For children and youth filling the building to overflowing, using even the park and the 
parking lot to be together. For decades' anniversaries and for brand new marriages. For new families saying yes to 
the church, and, for more people than ever to welcome them in. 

… in pairs, and handfuls, and by class, and as one body. The prayers of God's people have been a fragrant offering 
in every way – drawing us closer to the one we love, and who loves us in ways that are beyond our seemingly 
small yet wildly important efforts, to pray without ceasing, that all might be one. 

This year, we prayed. And next year, we will pray – for you, and with you, and we are honored to do so. In the 
name and for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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One Last Time 
Reaching this point in December often affords those “one last time” experiences:  last day of school before winter 
break, last bill to be paid (though the next one seems to come all too soon), one last this and that before all is wrapped 
on another year.  As I write one last article for 2016, I’m struck by the flow of another year.  I pray back through the 
calendar – the appointments listed in my planner, the memorial services and weddings officiated, outings with friends, 
worship services, meetings, trips as far from home as China, kid’s events and activities, and so on.  Did I mention kid’s 
events and activities?  There were a few. 

It is actually a prayer exercise I cherish.  I think of the people who were associated with each of those calendared 
events and lift their names to God in gratitude.  I think of the new things I experienced and the ways my spirit grew 
along the way.  Your names come to mind through it all.  With a humble heart, I raise your name for all you have 
taught me about what it means to be a church family.  I utter the words, “Thank you, God” even as I type them here 
fully aware that those three words can hardly contain the feeling that my soul longs to express.  And so… I can only 
entrust that feeling and sentiment to God. Here’s to the journey we’ve shared this year and to all the ‘one last times’ 
we may write about come this time next year.  Let’s make each moment count and trust God to lead us forward.  I hope 
to see you on Christmas Eve and again on Christmas morning as we celebrate Christ, in worship one last time in 2016.   

Armor of God Bible Study...SIGN UP TODAY!
Starting to plan for next year already?  Priscilla Shirer’s Armor of God will 
be a seven week Bible Study allowing us time to learn to be strong in The 
LORD and in the strength of His might.  The study starts January 19 and runs 
7 consecutive Thursdays ending on March 2.  We will meet in the Believer’s 
classroom upstairs at 12 noon.  Books are available at the Peake Commons 
Welcome Center for $13 (checks made payable to HACC).  You can pick up 
your book today and pay on January 19th.  Jessica Dyer will facilitate this class 
(jessica@hacctulsa.org).

We had a great time at our first 
Yuletide Strikes on December 8. 
Be sure to watch the newsletter for 
more Next Man Up projects and 
social events in 2017.
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                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez —  darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org 
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
     Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Handbell Choir Director – Jerome Robinson

Welcome Mat Deadline
Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by 
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article 
deadline is January 10 before noon.

Periodical
Postage

Paid
at Tulsa, OK

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Dec. 24   Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services
      Family – 4:00 pm
      Traditional – 5:30 pm 
      Chapel – 11:00 pm
Dec. 25    Christmas Day worship, 11:00 am (one service)
Dec. 26    Church Offices Closed
Dec. 28    Youth Ski Trip, through January 1
Jan. 1    New Year's Day worship, 11:00 am (one service)
    Day Center for Homeless Meal, 5:00 pm
Jan. 2    Church Offices Closed
Jan. 10    Newsletter deadline, noon

Sunday Attendance
December 11:  Rising – 135; Traditional – 210; Total – 345 

December 18: Rising –  140; Traditional –  332;  Total – 472 

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017 article 
deadlines are: January  10, 24; February 7, 21; March 7, 21; April 11, 25; 
May 9, 23; June 6 , 20; July 11, 25; August 8, 22; September 12, 26; October 
10, 24; November 7, 14; and December 5 and 19.  Articles are due in the 
church office by noon. You may e-mail articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org by 
noon on those Tuesdays.

Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for 
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate 
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers 
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can 
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey 
Owen (918-742-5509); betsey@hacctulsa.org.  (If you 
take the flowers home with you, please return the vase to 
the church within the week. Thank you.)

We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front 
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

Sign Up Now for 
the 2017 Flower 

Calendar


