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          Sunday Morning
        9:00 a.m.–The Rising
     10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
 11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

               Office Hours:
   8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
            through Thursday

   Next Welcome Mat Deadline
  Tuesday, Feb. 21, before noon

 Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Compassionate Opportunities Ahead!
The final two Sundays in February have been set aside to celebrate and learn 
about Week of Compassion, the relief, refugee and development mission fund 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Week of Compassion has long 
been a critical part of our congregation’s outreach by providing HACC with 
the means to show compassion through disaster response, humanitarian aid, 
sustainable development and the promotion of mission opportunities—both in 
the U.S. and abroad.

Lenten Service Schedule

Ash Wednesday 
March 1  7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday
April 13  7:00 pm

Good Friday
April 14  7:00 pm

5:00 PM – Harvard Avenue Christian Church
7:15 PM – Congregation B'Nai Emunah, 17th & S. Peoria
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Be Loved!
Youth Events

Grace & Peace, Colt    918-691-6525     colt@hacctulsa. org

Souper Bowl of Caring Update: 
Congratulations Harvard Avenue and thank you for so generously 
supporting our youth as they collected food and dollars with the 
Souper Bowl of Caring.  This year as a church we collected $528 
and 247 food items that will go directly to Iron Gate Ministries 
to feed the hungry of Tulsa.  If you didn’t get a chance to drop 
off your donations last weekend, it’s not too late! We will collect 
items through Sunday February 12 and deliver to Iron Gate the 
following week.  

High School Lock-In, February 17– 8pm-8am
What better way to spend a Friday night than staying up late, making noise, playing lasers, dodgeball, and other fun 
activities in our incredible church?  The High School Lock-In is open to all our high school students and their friends. 
If this seems like something you would like to do, plan to join us at the church on Friday, February 17 at 8 pm. The 
festivities will wrap up Saturday morning around 8 am and as always friends are welcome.  Lock-Ins are always fun 
and this one will be no exception! There will be lots of games, great music, the letter people, tons of food and very 
little sleep.  If any of you reading this are very brave and would like to volunteer to sponsor this event, we always 
need more help. I promise you will get some sleep – not much – but some!

After Valentine’s Day…
Valentine’s Day is one of those annual celebrations which has evolved from a solemn religious commemoration 

into an enormous commercial extravaganza. It turns out there at least three historical figures named Valentine who 
died for their faith during the first centuries of the Christian era. They are listed in the ‘calendar of saints’ and two 
share February 14th as their feast day. During the 13th century, Valentine’s Day began to be associated with courtly, 
romantic love. After that, there was no stopping the trend.

 Today, Valentine’s Day is second only to Christmas for candy sales. It is perennially in the top three for 
generating sales of greeting cards, jewelry, and flowers. The logistical endeavor that occurs annually to deliver roses 
rivals that needed to put a man on the moon. February 14th is one of the most difficult dates to get a reservation at a 
restaurant. The date has become one loaded with pressure for many men.

 So, how do we follow this up? What about the day after Valentine’s Day? What can one do to show that 
their newly-reestablished reputation as a loving human has staying power? The answer is simple: donate blood. By 
choosing to share the gift of life with those truly in need, you put your love to work.

 On Wednesday, February 15th, the day AFTER Valentine’s Day, our church is hosting a blood drive 4-7 pm. 
Donating takes about an hour. If you register ahead of the date (Act Now sction of the worship bulletin, Welcome 
Center, or on the web at obi.org), it helps with the planning process. You can save time by doing your health history 
at obi.org/donor-express. Bring a photo ID. Eat and drink well that day. Most importantly, be there!

       -Rick Langenheim, For the Outreach Team
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Believe!

New Members:
Welcome to our new members who joined in January 
2017.

About the Church!

Ron and Sharon 
Sparks

Waldo and Jo Ann 
Barron

Carrie Kitterman and 
her grandson Dylan 

Henson (not pictured)

John and Billie Kay 
Sawyer

Richard and Peggy 
Ziglar

Congratulations:
Anders Douglass Crockett 
McKenzie was born on January 
23, 2017 to Katherine and 
Patrick McKenzie. Anders 
who weighed in at 6 pounds 
is the grandson of Janet and 
Andy McKenzie and the great-
grandson of Jean Jolly.

Miller Joseph Buell, son of Jenna and Ryan Buell and 
brother of Lleyton, was dedicated on Sunday, February 
5, 2017

Infant Dedication:

Grayson Kyle Zell was 
born to Lauren and 
Justin Zell on January 
25, 2017. Grayson 
weighed 8.2 poumnds 
and 21 1/2 inches.



Spiritual Discipline Offering: Contemplative Prayer
Each Monday and Wednesday in Lent 

12:00pm - 12:15pm (Room 211) 
(please come before noon so that we can begin and end our prayer together on time) 

Are you considering a new discipline for the season of Lent? I would invite you to join me for the practice of 
contemplative prayer. This centuries-old practice (also referred to as centering prayer, emptying prayer, or silent sitting) 
facilitates the movement from our more active modes of prayer—verbal and mental—into a receptive prayer of resting 
in God. In our Christian tradition, contemplative prayer is one way to train our minds to be still in the midst of noisy 
lives and go beyond conversation with Christ to communion with Christ. Though contemplative prayer is done in 
silence and stillness, it is not passive! Rather, it is an intentional practice of connecting with God's presence that is 
closer than our words (which usually come up short), closer than our breathing, and closer than our often less-than-
helpful thought patterns. “Be still and know that I am God,” Scripture proclaims.

Each Monday and Wednesday during the season of lent, we will gather for 15 minutes of contemplative prayer. 
You will be welcome to this time of prayer whether you can make it once or every gathering. I hope you will consider 
exploring the spiritual discipline of contemplative prayer. –  
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Believe!

Extravagant Generosity
While [Jesus] was eating dinner, a woman came up carrying a bottle of very expensive perfume. Opening the bottle, 

she poured it on his head. Some of the guests became furious among themselves. “That’s criminal! A sheer waste! This 
perfume could have been sold for well over a year’s wages and handed out to the poor.” (Mark 14:3–5, MSG)

 What would you give a year’s salary for? You may be able to name a few things for yourself or your family, but can 
you imagine simply giving away an entire year’s worth of earnings? That, and much more, is the value of the gesture 
the woman in this story makes.

What could prompt such an action? The account is told in all four gospels, each with a bit of variance. Only in John 
12:1–8 is she named, Mary, and there we are to assume she is the sister of Lazarus, whom Jesus has raised from the 
dead. In the other three versions she is unnamed. In Luke, she is identified only as a harlot; in Matthew and Mark we 
know even less about her. The one detail they all agree on is the value of the ointment—and that she pours all of it on 
Jesus in an unprompted action of love and apparent gratitude.

If the value of the gift offered is to be understood in relationship to the depth of thanksgiving it represents, the story 
could be asking you to consider just how grateful you are for what you have received. When you consider your life 
with or without Jesus, how does the value of your offering reflect the profound nature of your appreciation for what 
God is doing in, through, and for you?

Grateful For Life!
Last summer Reverend Bruce Barkhauer visited HACC and shared his knowledge and expertise on stewardship 

and faithful giving through a program called "The Cup Runneth Over". Recently he published the book  Community 
of Prayer which is a 29-day devotional guide created to accompany God's people on the stewardship journey.  The 
following is a sample from that book entitled "Extravagant Generosity".

For more information, please contact Kevin Howe, Community Pastor (kevin@hacctulsa.org).

"The gift of contemplative prayer is not a way of thinking or speaking. It’s much more a way of not thinking 
and not talking. It is more about naked presence. It finally moves beyond words into silence, into awareness of 
the Mystery that is too deep for words. Our awareness of God’s presence is outside of and beyond our power 
to express in any words or conceive in any thought.” -Richard Rohr
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Be Loved!

Staff Team Additions
Teams of every kind find ways to adjust to the coming and going of teammates.  At HACC, it is a season of 
coming and going for several of our staff.  In the last edition of the Welcome Mat, we highlighted the addition of 
Christy Southard to our team as Communications Director.  This week, we are excited to highlight a few other 
additions to the team.  

Nedean Geurin:  Business & Finance Director 
With Lynn Fisher soon to retire, Nedean will join the administrative team in Lynn’s role, 
bringing years of accounting experience.  Nedean and husband, Jim, were part of the 
HACC family decades ago where Nedean especially enjoyed the Craft Crowd when their 
two daughters were young.  Nedean will have Monday-Thursday office hours and join 
the team officially on February 20.

Susie Monger-Daugherty:  Organist
A long-time HACC beloved returns to our music team as organist.  Susie has been 
substituting often during the past couple of months and we’re excited to make the role 
more permanent.  She will play the organ and piano for our weekly traditional worship 
service as well as other special occasions.  

Ashley Pease:  Children’s Music Director
Last December’s Children’s Christmas program was a complete delight to all who 
attended to support the tremendous efforts of our students.  Ashley rose to the occasion 
to lead that program and the children responded to her with great enthusiasm.  We look 
forward to the growing musical notes coming from our Children under Ashley’s guidance 
and direction.  

Andrew Dugan:  Handbell Director
For the last twenty years, Andrew has served in the capacity of organist, pianist, choral 
and handbell director in churches and public schools from Texas to Oklahoma. We 
look forward to the ongoing joy and development of our Handbell Choir that enhances 
our musical expressions in worship under Andrew’s direction.     

Please join us in welcoming these new members of our HACC Staff Team.  Every talent shared to enhance the 
mission of our congregation is offered to the glory of God.  Here we go!  
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Become!
Week of Compassion for Kids
Kids LOVE to help other kids!  We have two wonderful resources to help 
children participate in the Week of Compassion offering to be collected on 
February 29th.  One is the Offering Box, a child-sized way to collect coins 
and bills.  The other is a Sharing Calendar with ideas to help fill the offering 
box.  Each day of the calendar notes a fact about needs around the world and 
connects it to our kids.  For example:  “Acute malnutrition affects 34 million 
children worldwide and often overlaps with conflict and war.  Give one unit 
of money for every nutritious meal you will eat today.”  Kids will receive an 
offering box and calendar at Parents Night Out, but the resources are also 
available to anyone at the Children’s Welcome Center. 

Designed for students 5th grade and older, Pastors Class is a field-trip-based experiential faith development 
series. Which is to say: It’s a fun way to learn about God, Jesus, the church, and your place in it. Led by the pastoral 
staff at Harvard Ave, this six-week series is a chance for students to learn more about THEIR faith, moving past the 
‘borrowed’ phase of childhood and into the ‘owned’ faith of a maturing believer. 

Field trips include a park, seminary, labyrinth, service project, and synagogue. The first and last sessions are for 
parents AND students, with four sessions in between that are students only. Each student is also matched with an 
Elder, serving as their ‘faith partner’ throughout the series, offering supportive prayer and encouragement along the 
way. 

Students conclude the class by joining the church through profession of faith and baptism (or affirming a previous/
infant baptism), which is a huge celebration not just for your family but for the whole congregation. 

More information is coming soon. Call/Email Courtney Richards (courtney@hacctulsa.org) to be sure that your 
student is included in this exciting opportunity!

Pastors Class Begins in March

Lenten Series 
Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5

Dinner - 6:30 pm  •  Program - 7:00 pm

We all face obstacles in life. Do they paralyze us? Do we go 
around, over, or through them? "Overcoming" is the focus of 
our five-week Lenten series. Join us on Wednesday evenings 
beginning March 8 as we journey through the Lenten season 
together. (Childcare provided at 7 pm).

"For whatever is born of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that has overcome 
the world – our faith."  1 John 5:4
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Become!
Into the Desert

As often as possible, Jesus withdrew to out-of-the-way places for prayer.  (Luke 5:16)

Do you have an out-of-the-way place you like to go?  Maybe it’s the family farm with rolling hills and uninhibited 
views of the countryside.  Maybe it’s a beach where you can feel the sand pressing through your toes even as you 
read this.  Maybe it’s as simple as a favorite tree, whose limbs create just the right amount of shade and whose 
protruding roots carve out the perfect spot to rest your body.  Do you have a place like that?  It’s a place where 
all is right in the world, even when it’s not. 
 
Jesus faced growing demands of the many crowds that circulated around him every day.  He knew there were 
stress-points that would require a break for his soul. This was important enough that the Gospel writers include 
his practice when such a detail could have easily been left out, deemed inconsequential to the movement of the 
Gospel story.  But it’s there.  “As often as possible, Jesus withdrew to out-of-the-way places for prayer.”   

As you read this article, I will be praying in an out-of-the-way place.  Annually, this week has become a respite 
for my soul, a connection-point with God, and a vulnerable place of prayer.  It is a gathering in the desert-space 
of Arizona with the leadership team of the Bethany Fellows, a ministry for which I am honored to serve.  Since 
1999, Bethany Fellows has served congregations of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) by helping newly 
ordained pastors transition from seminary to sustained congregational ministry with a strong and healthy pastoral 
identity.  I was a Fellow myself before joining the leadership team in 2012.  

We will spend time in prayer for the Fellows the congregations they serve, for our own spiritual needs, and those 
of the people under our spiritual care.  We also experience long periods of time in silence. During one of those 
periods, I’m certain to find myself tracking through the cactus forest and the desert sand.  I will listen. I will call 
your face and your need to mind.  I will seek clarity and guidance in this out-of-the-way place.  And then… I’ll 
come home.  I’ll re-enter stronger for the journey.  

As often as possible, find your own out-of-the-way place, even if it is only accessible to you with your eyes 
closed wherever you are in this moment.  Breathe deeply.  Listen for God.  Jesus needed such a space.  So do we. 

Next Sunday’s Message:  The Lord is…

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” (Psalm 23:1) 

When all hell breaks loose in your life, what do you hold onto?  What grounds 
you in such uncertainty if anything at all?  The 23rd Psalm is perhaps the 
most recognizable passage in all of Scripture.  Many memorized those 110 
words as a child and, for some, it is the final thing their memory is able to 

hold onto when their time on earth comes to a close. Do you need some grounding in your life right now?  The 
Shepherd’s Psalm may be a good place to start.  Invite a friend or two and join us at 9:00 or 11:00 am as Mark 
Briley shares a message entitled, “The Lord is…”. 
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Welcome Mat Deadline
Please e-mail your articles to christy@hacctulsa.org, drop them 
by the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article 
deadline is February 21 before noon.
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
February 9 Stand in the Gap, 11:45 am
  Armor of God Bible Study, noon
  Disciple Women, 1:00 pm
  Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm
February 10 Parents Night Out, 6:00-10:00 pm
February 15 Blood Drive, 4:00-7:00 pm
February 16 HACC Book Club 11:00 am
  Armor of God Bible Study, noon
  Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm
  JustHope Partners Nicaragua Trip Meeting,
      7:00 pm
February 17 High School Lock-In, 8:00 pm-8:00 am

Sunday Attendance
January 29: Rising – 160; Traditional – 214; Total – 374
February 5: Rising – 173; Traditional – 215; Total – 388

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017 article 
deadlines are: February 21; March 7, 21; April 11, 25; May 9, 23; June 6 , 
20; July 11, 25; August 8, 22; September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November 
7, 14; and December 5 and 19.  Articles are due in the church office by 
noon. You may e-mail articles to christy@hacctulsa.org by noon on those 
Tuesdays.

Looking for Faith in All the Wrong Places
The sanctuary on Sunday morning is 
a great place to reflect on our faith, 
but take that space away and what’s 
left? Fortunately, lessons of faith 
seem to turn up in the most unlikely 
places. Training ourselves to identify the faith outside 
of the church may be key to engaging and equipping 
the next generations of faith-full men. Sign up to join 
us for Firehouse Chili & an evening expedition to find 
our faith in all the wrong places.

Tuesday, February 21
6:30 pm

Family Life Center

FIREHOUSE 
CHILI NIGHT


