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          Sunday Morning
        9:00 a.m.–The Rising
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   Next Welcome Mat Deadline
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 Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

HURRICANE RELIEF
HOW TO HELP

What is most needed?
What will do the most good right now?

GIVE TO WEEK OF COMPASSION.
Mark a check or envelope WOC and we’ll send HACC gifts together. 
Your money in their hands supports local partners with immediate access to 
do the most good right away.

If you want to give to WOC directly, go to weekofcompassion.org. If 
you’d like, you’ll see a place to indicate you’re part of Harvard Ave. 

MAKE HYGIENE KITS & CLEAN-UP BUCKETS.
WOC partners with Church World Service, who urgently NEEDS Kits 
and Buckets to restock & resupply.
 {Instructions on website (Act Now) and at welcome centers}
• Please follow instructions precisely. 
 It is important that kits/buckets are prepared only as listed. 
• Processing fees should be given separately. 
 You’ll see a bin in office 152. Don't enclose money in the kits! 
• We will collect kits through September (for now). 
 Kits & fees collected in office 152. We'll deliver them to CWS.

Right now these are THE BEST WAYS to help.
When our partners are ready for us to serve 

in other ways to best meet the next needs, WE WILL!
Thank you for your generosity, your prayers, and your willingness 

to PRAY. STAY. GIVE. in the ways that matter most.

Want to help assemble Clean-Up Buckets?
The northeast area of the Oklahoma Disciples will purchase supplies 
to build kits IN ADDITION TO the ones we are collecting in our own 
churches. There will be an Area work day at Harvard Ave., Saturday 
September 23, 9-11 a.m. in the Family Life Center.
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Be Loved!

Congratulations:

Congratulations to Diana and Scott Booren  
and big sister Carolyn on the birth of  Connor 
on August 29! Connor is the grandson of 
HACC members Kevin and Susan Gross 
and nephew of Andrea and Julia Gross.

HACC Book Club

The HACC Book Club will resume its monthly meetings on September 21 at 11:00 a.m. Meeting for one hour on 
the third Thursday of each month, September - June (no meeting in December), this is a group for anyone who likes 
to read and discuss what they’ve read. Women, men, young and old are welcome to attend! You don’t have to bring 
food. You don’t have to have read the month’s book (but it’s better if you do read it). You might not like every book, 
but there’s bound to be at least one you will like, probably that one that you would never have picked up if it hadn’t 
been on the list. We have stimulating discussions, differing opinions and occasional laughter. This year’s list is two-
thirds fiction, one-third non-fiction with five books by male authors and four by female authors. The books cover 
crime, love, war, peace, flying, floating, living, dying, teaching, pioneering, etc.—there’s something for everyone! 

Following is the book list and meeting dates for 2017-18: 

• September 21     The Given Day  by Dennis Lehane
• October 19         Our Souls at Night  by Kent Haruf
• November 16     The Book That Matters Most  by Ann Hood
• January 18         Killers of the Flower Moon  by David Grann
• February 15       Nothing Daunted  by Dorothy Wickenden
• March 15           The Innocent Man  by John Grisham
• April 19             Circling the Sun  by Paula McLain
• May 17              The Baker's Daughter  by Sarah McCoy
• June 21              Huckleberry Finn  by Mark Twain

Sympathy

We extend our sympathy to Cathy Leonard at the death of 
her mother Cora Mae Arnold on September 3. A private 
memorial will be held on September 22.   

Volunteers Needed!
Saturday September 30

Volunteering options available:
8:30 AM to 12 noon
12 noon to 4:00 PM
All day.

If you’re the hammer and nail type--or wish you were--join us in partnering with Habitat for Humanity Tulsa to 
help a family with need build a place they can call home. We will be joining in the construction of their current 
home build, Saturday, September 30th. Sign up at the welcome centers or for more information contact Kevin 
Howe, Community Pastor at kevin@hacctulsa.org.
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Believe!

Senior Leadership Retreat

As we get back into the swing of the school year and the busyness that accompanies it, we prepare the youth for 
a time of transition. Our seniors from last year have left for college and our new seniors are preparing for all that 
it means to be in their final year of high school. We have an amazing group of eight seniors this year. As we enter 
this phase of the new school year, we will continue our tradition of the Senior Leadership Retreat, September 
15-17. Senior year can be an equally incredible and terrifying season of life, filled with amazing memories, 
beautiful changes and anxiety-filled transitions. Our seniors play an integral role in leading not only our youth 
group, but their schools and peer groups as well. Anything that we can do as a church to equip and support them 
during this season of life is helpful. Our goal for the retreat is to prepare our senior youth for this next phase in 
life and equip and support them both spiritually and mentally for the road ahead. Please keep us in your prayers 
as we slip away to the McAllister’s cabin for an amazing time of growth, renewal, development and building up 
our future leaders of the church. Grace & Peace, Colt   918-691-6525   colt@hacctulsa.org

HACC Children's Choir

Calling all kids, ages Kindergarten through 5th Grade. Come audition 
to be in our Christmas play, Jingle Bell Beach! We are in need of 
soloists, ensemble singers, rappers, actors and actresses, dancers, and 
anyone who just wants to have fun!

Auditions will be held Sunday September 24  10:00-10:40 AM
and Wednesday September 27  5:00-5:40 PM in the Children's 
Worship Center.

For more information contact Children's Music Director, Ashley Pease 
at ashley@hacctulsa.org.

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children

Save the Date!
Invite your friends to join in the fun at the HACC Fall Festival, 
October 22  4:00-5:30 PM. The festival will feature carnival 
games and prizes, hay ride, face painting and JC's Traveling 
Barnyard.

For more information and to volunteer, contact Children's 
Pastor, Darlene Martinez at darlene@hacctulsa.org.  

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth
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Believe!

Many of us have been mesmerized by the media coverage of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.  The power and impact 
of these storms is hard to reconcile in our minds. 

A recent article I read observed: “…As you’ve listened to evacuees and survivors, have you noticed their words? 
No one laments a lost plasma television or submerged SUV. No one runs through the streets yelling, “My cordless 
drill is missing” or “My golf clubs have washed away.” If they mourn, it is for people lost. If they rejoice, it is for 
people found.”

I found myself reflecting on Luke 12:15, “And He said to them “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” As the hands and feet of Christ, Stewardship 
is a recognition that, God owns it all, we are all stewards, and we have a responsibility to manage it to His glory.

             Eric Wiszneauckas, Stewardship Ministry Team Member

A Lesson From Hurricanes

CROP WALK is Coming!! (And It's Almost Here!!)
If you haven’t heard about this year’s CROP HUNGER WALK, I must be 
slipping! September 24th is the day. Check-in begins at 1:00 PM at Boston 
Avenue Methodist Church and the WALK starts at 2:00 PM.

CROP HUNGER WALK and CWS will be helping with the aftermath of 
Harvey and Irma as well. Their long-time experience with meeting needs 
will benefit from our contributions this year.  Here in the US, and in the

Caribbean, restoring the ability to feed the victims will be a long term issue. We can help. 

You have seen the video. You have seen the poster. You have seen two handsome men parading around with 
walker packets and stickers. This means it's time to find a WALKER and sponsor them or time to decide to 
WALK and gather sponsors. September 24 is nigh.  The WALKERS are ready to celebrate fund raising efforts 
by strolling around beautiful downtown Tulsa. The weather will be wonderful (rain or shine)!
         Alan Crider , CROP WALK Co-Coordinator.

Open Finance Meeting

A representative Finance Team was assembled in 2016 to help our church navigate the growing complexity of our 
church finances. The tremendous gift of our successful capital campaign and growing operating budget expanded 
our desire for healthy oversight and support of the mission we share as the people of Harvard Avenue Christian 
Church. The team, led by HACC’s current Moderator and Treasurer, meets monthly to review financials and imagine 
future financial goals. One goal was to create more space for the congregation to be aware of, and understand, our 
church’s financial status and ask questions about our future outlook. On Monday, September 18 at 6:00 PM, the 
team is opening their usual monthly meeting to any HACC member who would like to learn about the financial 
dynamics of our church and ask any financial questions they may have. This Open Finance Meeting will be held in 
the Disciples Classroom directly across from the sanctuary. We give thanks for the members of the Finance Team 
for leading the way with healthy stewardship practices.
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Become!

Things We Hold

There are things people tell me that I feel most confident they wouldn’t tell me without that little abbreviation, 
“Rev”, that lands in front of my name. Growing up in the home of a minister, I knew this about ministry – not 
because my father would tell me what people told him – but because I could sense what he carried was, at times, 
something I didn’t recognize in many other people. Most seminaries give you a crash course in pastoral care and 
how to baptize someone without “holding them under” for too long. They can tell you that you’ll be asked to absorb 
hidden pain of others, secrets never exclaimed to the masses or put on public display on Sunday mornings. No matter 
what I learned in advance or how I might prepare my soul to be a sponge to soak in the watershed words of others, 
nothing can fully prepare you for the privilege it will be.  

This privilege was on my mind today as I sat to write this article. I scanned the course of the day thus far and the 
many mediums via which you communicate with me. An email with an attached article pertaining to something I 
said on Sunday. Another that said, “We’re worried…”. A text message that said without saying it, “Nothing will be 
the same again." A word from someone while sitting in their new living arrangement, “Now this stays here…”. The 
processing of an official document at the court house for a couple whisked away on their honeymoon following last 
Saturday’s wedding. A phone call with the first phrase being, “Can we talk about something for a minute?” And of 
course, the answer is “Yes” and “Thank you” and “Certainly” and “I’m sorry” and “I’m honored.”

In the middle of such beautiful sharing of life, I’m aware of so much that goes unspoken. Every day, even as you 
read this now, there are things on your mind that you’re struggling to shake. They are things that hurt. Things that 
consume your soul or wake you up at four in the morning. They may be practical, spiritual, emotional, relational, 
or any combination therein. Whatever it may be, please know you don’t have to hold it alone. We, as the Body of 
Christ, are meant to “bear each other’s burdens” for the sake of fulfilling the desire of Christ (Galatians 6:2). The 
privilege of a shared life is not relegated to those with abbreviated titles in front of their names even as I respect 
that confidence when entrusted to me. Life’s fullness, however, is meant to be the gift of the church for one and all.  
These are the things we hold for one another. For the chance to share in such a gift, I am most humbled... every time.   

September 17:  Life Hacks: Mercy

“Let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.” (Hebrews 4:16)

‘Mercy’ has become more of an expression of disbelief, like my grandmother who often hollered, “Mercy sakes!” 
than it is an embodiment of empathy for another. Maybe we have a challenging relationship with mercy.  We feel 
mercy was always withheld from us so we withhold from sharing it with others or, in a state of privilege, we hoard 
mercy as if we’ve earned the right to do so along the way.  The writer of Hebrews suggests we not only need mercy 
ourselves but we should seek it boldly that we might find grace enough to help others in times of need. Perhaps 
it’s less grandiose and more daily-dose that will reveal mercy’s deepest impact. Join us this Sunday as Mark Briley 
continues our “Life Hacks” series with a message entitled, “Mercy.” (Hebrews 4:14-16). 
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Sunday Attendance

August 27: Rising – 165; Traditional – 215; Total – 380
Sept 3: Rising - 110; Traditional - 153; Total - 263

Sept 10: Rising – 152; Traditional – 212; Total – 364

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017 
article deadlines are: September 26; October 10, 24; 
November 7, 14; and December 5 and 19.  Articles are due in 
the church office by noon. You may e-mail articles by noon 
on those Tuesdays to christy@hacctulsa.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 14    Disciple Women   1:00 PM
September 19    Sing & Play   10:00 AM
September 20    Sing & Play   1:00 PM
September 21    HACC Book Club   1:00 PM
September 24    CROP Walk   2:00 PM
     (Boston Avenue Methodist Church)
September 26    Sing & Play   10:00 AM


