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Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor

When we say that something is ‘holy’, we mark it as sacred, meaningful, divine. 
Merriam-Webster says something or someone ‘holy’ is exalted or worthy of complete 
devotion. When we move through a Holy Week, then, we step into a sacred 
rhythm: following a traditional pace, exploring devoted practices, and engaging 
the meaning in divine revelation and relationship.

Things that matter to us carry more weight; they ‘take up space’ in tangible 
ways. It’s why symbols are … symbols. The thing stands in for something bigger. 
Something else. So throughout Lent, we’ve created a space for things that matter; 
we gathered the symbols that mark significant steps of this journey.

We begin with a color of royalty and honor, marking the dignity of the Son of God,
with power to lead us into new life. At the same time a color of penitence and sober self-consideration, the purple cloth calls us 
to ask questions of ourselves, each other, and our faith, and once again to be wrapped in God’s great love and mercy. 

As the gospel unfolds, we see that before he embraced humanity, outstretched on a cross, Jesus knelt in compassion at the feet 
of his companions. The leader became the servant, washing the feet of those who traveled the roads with him. The basin and 
towel embrace Christ’s servant heart and deep compassion, that we might follow his lead in all we say and do.

We include emblems of royalty: a sign, naming the king, and a crown signaling his honor. But the sign and the crown placed on 
Jesus were set in mocking punishment. ‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.’ A crown of thorns. We remember the ways we say 
too much and do too little, and pray forgiveness from this one who sees into our words and our deeds, and remains filled with 
love.

Though uncomfortable with the word, let alone with confessing our sin, we name the ways and the things that separate us from 
God. The coins clank together, the stark sound of betrayal. In them we hear the clash of what we say we value against what we 
show is important. We know we must repent - turn - and seek forgiveness. And we are amazed that there is One who knows us 
as we are and loves us, still.

During Lent we reflect on the challenges and disciplines of faith. The whip and nails remind us of the trial and punishment Jesus 
endured at the hands of the authorities. We recall our shortcomings and look toward forgiveness, with hope and expectation. 
We know we cannot save ourselves; we are saved by the grace of the Crucified Christ.

We arrive at Holy Week and as Jesus did, set our faces toward Jerusalem. With anxious anticipation, we face the palms, the 
chalice, and the cross. We know it matters that we experience the fullness of the week: that we travel from a palm parade, 
through the sorrow of the passion, and return with celebration again. May our hearts be open, our spirits awakened, to the 
power and wonder of all these Holy (Week) Matters.

Holy (Week) Matters
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Uncharted Territory

If I crossed the Missouri River once, I’ve crossed it a 
hundred times. Not heroically like a treacherous swim 
or on a makeshift raft. I’ve crossed on the luxury of 
a bridge designed by architects and grounded by 
construction crews. My car made the drive many times 
as my old stomping grounds in the Show-Me-State 
were just a few miles east of the river crossing outside of 
Columbia, Missouri. The approach never grew old. Some 
are superstitious or fearful about crossing bridges but I 
was drawn to it. No matter how often I crossed, I always 
looked to the river to see if it was alive and flowing, eyes 
peeled to the water’s edge in hopes of spotting a deer 
or wildlife of some kind. I would likewise marvel, from 
time to time, that only two hundred years prior, Lewis 
and Clark paddled up that very river in search of a 
passageway to the Pacific Ocean.  

Thomas Jefferson commissioned the Corps of Discovery 
to explore the Louisiana Purchase. The thought was 
simple – find the source of the Missouri River, find the 
downhill slope to the Pacific. A hard-fought journey 
led them to that very source, the mouth of the river.  
However, they were met with an unexpected view.  
Before them was not a river joyride to the coast but 
instead the Rocky Mountains – an intimidating terrain 
they had not imagined. The famous line in the movie 
Jaws upon seeing the infamous shark, “We’re gonna 
need a bigger boat!” was shared by Meriwether Lewis in a 
different way: “How are we gonna canoe the mountains?” 
They would not. They would have to find another way. 

Tod Bolsinger shares this account in his book, Canoeing 
the Mountains and relates it to the season of Christendom 
that we currently face. The culture is shifting. One minister 
preparing to retire lamented the new cultural and 
religious landscape saying to a young minister, “When 
I began ministry, I never worried about church growth.  
Back then, if a man didn’t come to church on Sunday, his 
boss asked him about it at work on Monday.” In the 1960’s, 
the Los Angeles Times listed daily Bible readings for 

the upcoming week! Can you imagine? The culture has 
changed. Fifteen hundred burned out pastors leave the 
ministry every month in the United States. How are we 
going to canoe the mountains? 

According to Bolsinger, peering into uncharted territory 
calls for adaptive leadership that holds three primary 
characteristics:

• A changing environment where there is no clear 
answer.

• The necessity for both leaders and followers to learn 
(experiencing ongoing transformation). 

• The unavoidable reality that a new solution will result 
in loss of some kind.  

“But I thought things at HACC were going well!?!” Indeed, 
they are. We are a vibrant, healthy, and growing 
community of faith. This is what affords us the opportunity 
to project healthy ministry and vision into the future. We 
are not dealing with the crises of closing as is the case 
for many churches. It is with such health that we can be a 
leader in imagining a Christian vehicle that can traverse 
the terrain of the future, not only connecting with our 
grandkids but giving them space to drive it forward. 

So, what do we do? First, we pray. God speak to us. Help 
us listen first, respond second. Give us courage. Second, we 
consider what we bring to the table. What are my gifts, 
abilities, passions?  How can they contribute to the vision 
of the future? Third, we network. Who can I invite into this 
vision with us?  Then, we dream about the risks we may 
take to traverse the mountainous landscape before us. 
What got us here likely won’t take us there. How can I 
approach change with a spirit of hope?  

We are paddling well, my friends. The uncharted territory 
ahead of us doesn’t have to be daunting. We just have 
to be willing.  May God guide us forward. Our faith, the 
future of faith itself, the hope of the world… is worth the 
effort! Here’s to the adventure!

 

                                          Mark Briley
                                                Lead Pastor
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Who am I in Christ? Foolish

Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

I know that won’t come as shock for those of you who know 
me, but nowhere has this become more apparent than in 
the implementation of our Lenten Youth series. In order 
to be more intentional with our students during Lent, I 
decided to completely overhaul our Wednesday night 
youth model, and have a 6-week small group discussion 
series about the formation and shape of our lives.

I recruited 5 of our bravest (or most foolish) adults, to join 
me as small groups leaders in an attempt to go deeper 
with our youth and engage in conversations about their 
formation and development, desires and convictions, their 
character and putting what they believe into practice. 

Darita Huckabee, Rick Walton, Katie Herbert and Wes and Rebecca Morris, what were you thinking? And Christy 
Southard, you too for that matter? Christy agreed to take on the task of coordinating the dinners for our 40ish 
youth every Wednesday.

I am incredibly grateful for the authenticity and hearts of these 6 fellow fools, their willingness to share of their 
time, wisdom and faith with our youth. The discussion and dialogue that they have generated with our students 
during this Lenten journey has been a beautiful and wonderful glimpse of what genuine community looks like. It 
is a much-needed reminder that when you are willing to be foolish for Christ amazing things happen.

            Always a Fool,

at Harvard Avenue in some way during the last 2 years. Students interested in applying for a 2018 award may find the 
application available on the church’s website. Applications are due to the church office or by email to Kevin Howe by 
April 30, 2018.

The Outreach Ministry Team hopes this scholarship fund will continue to grow, allowing our community to raise 
the number of scholarships, and the amount of each, through the generosity of our community. If you would like to 
contribute, designate your gift to the Harvard Avenue Scholarship Fund. 

Harvard Avenue Scholarship Fund

In continued commitment and support of educational endeavors, Harvard Avenue has 
restarted its scholarship program. These scholarships are available to students preparing 
to pursue - or currently enrolled in - undergraduate or graduate programs.

Each scholarship is currently given through application process in the amount of $500, 
as a one-time award, intended to show our support to students who have been involved
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Kevin Howe
Community Pastor

Likely you have wandered across the small bridge at the northwest corner 
of the Harvard Avenue church facility to discover a beautiful amphitheater 
overlooking Manion Park. I have longed to bring community togther in this 
space, and in April we will do so in grand fashion!  I hope you will join us for our 
first Harvard Avenue Community Concerts.

This outdoor concert series (or inside if it rains!) is for the whole family and is 
free and open to the public. Concerts are on Sunday evenings in April at 6 pm at 
the Harvard Avenue Christian Church amphitheater. 

April 8 - Riverside Delta Ramblers
Be immersed in the Dixie-land band style sounds that revived the jazz movement with well-known New 
Orleans zeal. The Riverside Delta Ramblers are sure to revive your spirits! 

Bring your lawn chairs, lawn games, or even a picnic. Whatever you bring, don't forget to bring your friends, as we celebrate the 
gifts of community, spring weather, and great music!

April 22 - Jared Tyler & Seth Lee Jones
Singer-songwriter Jared Tyler has developed a sound that combines bluegrass, country, gospel, and pop. 
Employing a rich, soulful voice and meaning-filled lyrical stories, his music will stick with you long after the 
song ends. Seth Lee Jones completes the sound with his slide guitar accompaniment.

April 15 - Jason Swanson
Two guitars. One guitarist. Jason Swanson has captivated his audience through creative sounds and fresh 
renditions of popular music by means of masterful guitar skill. Swanson’s use of fingerstyle techniques (and, 
at times, multiple instruments simultaneously) will captivate you!

April 29 - Kelly Ford & Donald Ryan
Earning the reputation for being two of Tulsa’s most respected artists, Ryan’s smooth piano virtuosity provides 
an ideal showcase of Ford’s soaring vocal talents. A steady current of joy animates the popular standards they 
choose with impeccable taste and a freshness that feels utterly contemporary.

Harvard Avenue Community Concerts

The definition of FITNESS is enjoying the gift of good health. The balance of mind, body, and spirit is the goal of Fitness for 
Life. Together, mind+body+spirit contribute to a full life, improved cognitive function, and have been shown to lower blood 
pressure, stress, anxiety, and depression.

This unique program is designed to meet the needs of a senior population enjoying life to its fullest, participating in leisure, 
family, and community activities. As one class participant said, “I feel and look like I’m 25 again. Just amazing!”

Taught by Harvard Avenue member Becky Young, a certified trainer with 40 years experience, Fitness for Life uses mind-body 
connective exercises to stimulate body awareness and maximize participants’ health and wellness in a fun and supportive 
atmosphere. "Becky is a true professional, always explaining why our activities are important and making them fun."

With Fitness for Life, the spiritual benefits of physical improvements in balance, posture, and gait are undeniable; strength for 
agility and coordination, plus flexibility to keep muscles relaxed and joints mobile deepens the gift of living each day. Live well!

part of Health & Fitness Ministries @ Harvard Avenue

- Tuesday / Thursday 10 am -
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Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m.–The Rising

10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Next Newsletter - March 21
Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Book Discussion Group
April 19      11 a.m.

April's book selection is Spirit of 
the Crow by M. Carolyn Steele. 
This historical novel is set in 
Oklahoma's Indian Territory, with 
themes of crime and redemption. 
A special bonus this month is 
the opportunity to hear directly 
from the author, Carolyn Steele.  
All are welcome!

Mark the Date!

March 25 Palm Sunday

March 29 Maundy Thursday   7 pm

March 30 Good Friday   7 p.m.

March 31 Children's Easter Eggstravaganza  4 pm

April 1  Easter Sunday

April 3  "Be Here" Membership Info Event  6:30 pm

April 8  Service of Baptism  10:00 am

April 12  Disciples Women  1:00 pm

April 13  Parents' Night Out  6:00 pm

FAITH MATTERS (USPS 736-590) is published monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at 
5502 S Harvard, Ave. Tulsa, OK 74135-3859. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK.  POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to FAITH MATTERS, 5502 S Harvard Ave., Tulsa, OK 74135-3859

                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org

Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez —  darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org 
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

 


