
LEAD PASTOR SEARCH TEAM 

UPDATE – Sunday January 19 2020 

 

The search team is delighted to announce that we have recommended a candidate for the Lead 

Pastor, and the Elders have unanimously voted to approve and place this candidate before the 

congregation to be voted on next Sunday, January 26th during the congregational meeting.   
 

We are extremely excited about the possibility of this person being the next lead pastor at Harvard 

Avenue. This pastor has a strong track record of church growth and visioning.  Each member of the 

Search Team has listened to many of their sermons and can speak to their talent for delivering a 

message that is relevant and connects to a variety of people while communicating the good news of the 

gospel. This candidate brings wisdom, energy and experience working with an extremely capable church 

staff like ours.  Both the Search Team and the Elders are unanimous in our recommendation of this 

person and are excited for the future here at HACC under their leadership.  We hope you are 

excited about this development as well.   
 

Some of you may be thinking that this phase of the process moved very quickly.  We hear you. I didn’t 

imagine I’d be up here speaking again to you so quickly.  However, we did much of the hard work on the 

front end of this process.  If that initial part seemed to move slowly, it was because we were insistent that 

we determine the characteristics we were looking for in a Lead Pastor and be entirely on the same page 

as a team before we started officially talking to candidates.  During that time we received names of 

potential candidates from a variety of sources, so we were prepared to move quickly in the next phase.  
 

We know that many of you have been praying alongside us during this process.  This team has 

been amazed at how God has answered so many prayers through this person and this timing.  We 

prayed that this season would not be too taxing on our current staff who had done an exemplary job.   It 

is with great joy that we anticipate this person starting before Easter.   Most importantly, we’ve been 

praying that God would make clear the person he was calling to be the next Lead Pastor here and that 

we would have ears and hearts to hear.   We feel strongly and unanimously that this is the case and look 

forward to presenting this person to you next Sunday.   

 

As you would expect, this person is currently serving their own congregation.  They’ve had many 

years of ministry there and will be informing their congregation next week after our vote if we vote to call 

them as lead pastor of HACC.  We want to protect their ministry there, allowing them to finish this chapter 

of ministry well and to be the one to share this news with their people.  As such, we will not be sharing 

their name until the meeting next Sunday as we attempt to protect confidentiality.  It’s a small world, and 

word can travel quickly.  We understand this may be disappointing, as we know you are eager to put a 

name, a face, and a history to this person as you prepare to vote next week.  Next Sunday (January 

26), you will hear a detailed presentation on this candidate and find out exactly who they are.  You 

will also have the opportunity to watch a video message from them to the whole congregation 

that will share this person’s heart for ministry, experience, and hopes for Harvard Avenue.  

Representatives of the Search Team will be glad to answer any additional questions that you might have.   
 

For many important reasons, confidentiality is built into this process.  We appreciate your understanding 

of this for the next week, and are eager to share more with you at the congregational meeting next 

Sunday.  We are committed to providing you as much information as possible at that time.  In the 

meantime, we are grateful for your trust and support.   


