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Preparation

We begin the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday worship (February 26 @ 7pm). Confessing our sins and 
receiving a cross-like smudge on the forehead we hear: ‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection.’   

Throughout Lent we offer ways to study, pray, serve, and grow together.

Lent offers us an opportunity to prepare for what is to come and reflect on what it means to be a follower of Christ. It is a 
time to open the doors of our hearts a little wider and understand our Lord a little deeper, so that when we move through Holy 
Week and eventually Easter comes, it is not just another day at church but an opportunity to receive the overflowing of grace 
God has to offer.

Mimicking the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness considering his life and preparing for his ministry, we set our course for the 
40 day journey.

- Prepare daily text message prayers    (Ash Wednesday – Easter)
- Koinonia Dinners     (Tuesday March 24)
- Week of Service      (March 30 – April 4)

We arrive at Holy Week to remember, engage, and be transformed by the the final days of Jesus' life. 

Waving palms and shouting ‘Hosanna!’ on Palm Sunday (April 5 @ 9am & 11am), we recall the Messiah's 
triumphal entry to Jerusalem. We cry: 'Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ and 
stand with those at the roadside eagerly waiting this promised Savior.

On Maundy Thursday (April 9 @ 7pm) the story moves to ‘an upper room’, and the meal Jesus shared with 
his disciples; simple elements of their traditional gathering become rich with new meaning and covenant. 
The command (‘mandatum’ = mandate = Maundy) to ‘Do this in remembrance of me’ echoes as we share 
the bread and cup.

We cannot only mark the celebrations. We must bear witness on Good Friday (April 10 @ 7pm). We endure 
the betrayal and death that end Christ’s life, and our sins rest heavy in a dark worship space. The act of 
crucifixion stands stark and dramatic, and we wait through the night, trembling with wonder at what will 
come next. 

Amid fanfare and bright light, we arrive at Easter Sunday (April 12 @ 8:45, 10 & 
11:15am), to rejoice and celebrate the miracle of a resurrected Savior! Alleluia! 
Christ has risen! For each and all, just as was promised, Christ the Lord indeed!
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The Gift of Connection

Designed for students 5th grade and older, PASTORS 
CLASS is field-trip-based faith development. Led by the 
pastoral team at Harvard Ave, students learn more about 
the church, the world, their faith, and how it fits together. 

Field trips include a park (God as creator), semi-
nary and labyrinth (Jesus as rabbi, and one who 
prayed), service project (Jesus the servant), and 
synagogue (remembering Jesus’ Jewishness). Each 
student is matched with an Elder, a ‘faith partner’ 
to pray for and nurture them through the class.

Students conclude the class by creating their own 
worship to lead for their families and elders. The 
Sunday after Easter (April 19), students profess 
their faith and are baptized, a huge celebration 
where the whole church literally cheers them on!

That time you saw someone you hadn't in a long time. Or that place that always reminds you of that special event in your life. 
The phone call you know you can make when you just need a hand. The sound of a voice or the words of a song that always set 
your heart at ease, or soaring free.

All of those are connections, and they're exactly the gifts – the little glimpses and glimmers – that come with faithful 
community being community together. Being your Connections Pastor, I get a front row seat to those faith moments over 
and over again, especially in this season.

We want everyone to know that God's welcome and 
invitation are real. Where we are, where we're going, and 
everywhere in between, divine and endless grace is for 
every single one of us. 

As the earliest Christ-followers gathered, they found 
koinonia. Fellowship. By breaking bread and praying, they 
remembered Christ's teaching, and became true disciples. 

We do the same when we gather at the table, and share a 
simple meal. Through bread and cup and fellowship, we 
embody the One who draws us together.

It seems something is always asked of us. Our Koinonia 
Dinners ask only your willingness to join in. KOINONIA 
DINNERS - Tuesday March 24 at 6:30pm - put us together 
at tables, as a host or a guest, simply meet others, to share a 
meal and fellowship. (Registration forms will be in worship 
bulletins, e-news, 'Your Week' on the website, and at 
Welcome Centers.)

Celebrate your faith moments that have made your journey matter, and find new connections around Koinonia Dinner tables. 
And pray with us for this year’s Pastors Class students as they create their own moments of faith and celebration. 

Koinonia Dinners

Pastors Class

Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor
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Look Forward to Seeing You!

Teresa and I are excited about this next chapter in our 
lives with you.  We were overwhelmed by your warmth 
and friendliness on a recent visit to meet with our 
awesome staff and congregational leaders, and search 
for a home.

Thank you for your hugs, cards, and prayers. Tulsa is 
already beginning to feel like home, even before a 
box has been moved. It’s easy to see why HACC is a 
thriving and growing church. Your love and passion for 
the church and each other is infectious. 

The next few weeks will be a busy time packing boxes, 
saying our last goodbyes, and taking a few days of 
vacation to catch our breath. Then we will be making 
the long drive to Tulsa toward the end of March. My 
first day in the office will be March 30th. I will be 
preaching on April 5th, which is Palm Sunday.  

How exciting it will be to begin our ministry with you 
on the birthday of the church! How exciting it will be 
to see the church bursting at the seams on Easter! How 
exciting it will be to welcome hundreds of new folks 
to the church! How excited I am to meet you and hear 
what God is placing on your heart!

I want you to know how thrilled I am to be called as 
your Lead Pastor. I’m so ready to see what God has 
planned for HACC in this next season of ministry with 
you. My heart is filled with gratitude and love for you. 

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that 
is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

See you soon, 
David 

David Emery
Lead Pastor
(First Sunday in Worship, April 5)
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Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

"Youth Voices"

Back to Our Roots

Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

As we enter the season of Lent, I am especially mindful of the many ways children absorb a new 
idea.  It is helpful to offer a variety of ways to learn about something new to them and thus, our 
Ash Wednesday will involve listening, coloring, ashing crosses and walking.  

The company that creates the children's bulletins we use in the sanctuary offered a new resource 
this year, which expands upon the finger labyrinth they included in their family Lenten devotional 
last year.  During the Ash Wednesday service for children, we will use a beautiful finger labyrinth 
to meditate on four aspects of the season of Lent:  giving, praying, fasting, and considering our 
treasures.  At the end of our service, children will walk a candlelit canvas labyrinth to receive 
ashes on either their hand or forehead. 

I love the season of Lent. It’s the reminder to be more intentional with 
my faith, the opportunity to be deliberate in my study of the word 
and the chance to evaluate the things in life that can sneak in and get 
between me and God.

The season of Lent is also a special time for our youth ministry -- 
and a chance to shift our focus and change the way we operate on 
Wednesday night meetings. This year we will be keeping our typical 
hangout schedule, for middle and high school students, but our 

Lent 2020. It doesn’t seem like it should be time to say either one of those words yet. 2020 always seemed like some far off time 
in the future – that might get here one day, but certainly should not be here yet. And I always seem to feel the same about Lent. 
It comes, relatively, the same time every spring, yet I seem to greet it with the same shocked expression every year asking the 
question, “How are you here yet? Surely it’s not time for you?”

combined worship hour from 7-8pm will look very different.  Our students will come together in small groups, with different 
students leading each group in a series we’re calling “Youth Voices.”  We have some amazing student leaders within our group, 
and this will be an opportunity for all of our students to learn from them, and find out from their perspective what it looks like 
to follow Jesus. 

As iron sharpens iron our youth get a chance to learn from the experiences of our leaders as well as each other, and to 
grow through the discussion of scripture and reflection of what it means for the way we live our lives.  Lent and 2020 might not 
seem like they should be here yet, but I’m excited beyond belief to see what God is going to do in our midst!

To carry on the themes during the whole season of Lent, families may create and use a Lenten paper 
chain that offers activity ideas to live out the Lenten Themes.  Here are a couple of the ideas:

"For centuries, three primary Lenten practices have been these: fasting, giving things away, and prayer.  
Today, find a quiet place to pray for someone you know who is having a hard time." 

"For the rest of Lent, try sharing and borrowing as much as possible, instead of buying more stuff."

Get back to your early Christian roots, when the disciples held "all things in common."  Imagine the 
impact our families will have while acting on all of the ideas! Here's hoping your family makes the 
most of the season!
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A Bigger Picture

From time to time, I’ve been known to enjoy a good jigsaw puzzle. It can be fun to see how all those small, seemingly 
incoherent shapes and colors come together to form a recognizable image. I think much could be said for the ways 
that serving Christ is like a jigsaw puzzle. Each act of service for Christ, while beautiful in and of itself, represents 
a piece of a bigger picture—one which is far beyond what we could possibly imagine creating alone. Want to see 
a glimpse of that bigger picture? This Lenten season, I am challenging you to participate with us in the pieces of the 
puzzle together…

Beginning March 30th through April 4th we will embark on a Week of Service. During that week, I am challenging 
you to serve within our community and document your experience, so that we can assemble a beautiful collage of our 
larger impact (a bigger picture!). 

Maybe you would like to plan an outreach venture with your Sunday School class or community group. Maybe there 
is an organization that you’ve been personally considering serving alongside. Perhaps you already serve weekly at a 
benevolent organization—great! Whatever the case, I am inviting you to take a moment for serving in Christ’s name, 
and capture a photo of your experience while you are at it.

Those photos, along with a description of where you and/or your group served, can be submitted to me (Kevin@
hactulsa.org) and I will be sure to include them in our gallery. With God’s help, I have a feeling that our collective efforts 
will be like pieces to a larger puzzle—revealing something beautiful about God’s action in the world. I look forward to 
serving with you!

Kevin Howe
Community Pastor
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Mark the Date!

February 26 Ash Wednesday Service  7:00pm

March 4 Be Here! Membership Inquiry Event  6:30pm

March 5 Next Man Up First Thursday  5:30pm
(White Lion Pub)

March 6 Parents Night Out  6:00pm

March 12 Disciples Women  1:00pm

March 19 Book DiscussionGroup  11:00am

March 24 Koinonia Dinners  6:00pm

March 28 Church Spring Cleaning

March 30 Week of Service  (thru April 4)
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                Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org

Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards — courtney@hacctulsa.org 
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe — kevin@hacctulsa.org 
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org 
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin — nedean@hacctulsa.org 
Facilities Manager: Marcia Whitaker — marcia@hacctulsa.org 
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford — kelly@hacctulsa.org 
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty — susie@hacctulsa.org 
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease — ashley@hacctulsa.org 
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan — andrew@hacctulsa.org 

Book Discussion Group
March 19     11 am    Room 217
The HACC Book Group has chosen 
the final novel of the late author  
Ivan Doig as its selection for  March. 
Charming, wise, and slyly funny,
Last Bus to Wisdom” tells the 
story of an enchanting 1950s 
road-trip tale for a plucky 
11-year-old named Donal 
Cameron and his Uncle Herman. 
Enjoy this fun read followed by 
a lively discussion on the 19th!

Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m.–The Rising

10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Next Newsletter - March 25
Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org


