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Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

ON YOUR MARK …

SEPTEMBER 25

HACC Team with community
members inside the Cultural Center
(Centro Cultural)

Rice and Beans and New Perspectives

Last Sunday, our HACC team of eleven returned from our first
congregational trip to Nicaragua (safely and in good health!). To say the trip
was a “good” one doesn’t seem to do justice to a journey that was so profoundly
robust in its experiential value. We created new relationships, laughed with
new friends, cried at blatant injustices, marveled at beautiful landscapes,
celebrated glimpses of hope, and struggled with stories that challenged our
way of seeing the world.
Fueled by our daily dose of rice and beans (every meal of every day!),
our team members were exceptional ambassadors of our congregation and
our faith. We connected with the people of Chacraseca, helped construct two
latrines in the community, and put in the manual labor alongside a crew from
the community to continue the construction of the new Cultural Center. It will
provide opportunities for the youth in Chacraseca to learn of their traditional
dances, music, poetry, theater, as well as provide an intentional place to
develop new talents and pass on elder-knowledge to future generations.
Most importantly, our team now begins the critical work of bearing witness
to the new experiences and perspectives we have encountered. This is not
easy, demanding a great deal of time to process how each of us has been
transformed. We will be grateful for your deep listening and patience as we
find the best ways to articulate the trip, and we will be excited to share over
the upcoming months this wonderful witness of our faith. Thanks to all of you
for your support—of both resource and prayer—for this trip, our team, and the
people of Chacraseca. We are encouraged by our travels and see a beautiful
expansion of our ministry and witness for Christ continuing into the future!
More pictures of our Nicaragua team on Page 3
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Be Loved!
YOUTH EVENTS
Our Senior trips are always a bit of a
bittersweet adventure with our recent
HS grads. It’s an opportunity to get
to spend more time with the kids we
love, but it also marks a transition
as they prepare to leave the nest and
get ready for the next step of their
journey. This year we opted for a
week in Colorado with a few of us
slipping out to climb Mount Massive
(at 14,429ft it is Colorado’s second
highest peak).
I cannot think of a better place to be or a more special group of people to be there with. Congrats guys and gals, you truly
are a special bunch.

Serve Tuesdays:
With our Summer rapidly winding down there is only one more Serve Tuesday which is on August 9. We will meet at the
church at 9:30 am and carpool to the Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless. We will work in their store and with the children’s
program. This is a great opportunity to connect our youth to their local community and show them ways that they can serve
year round. We typically finish serving around noon, grab a bite to eat and are backat the church around 1pm.
Grace & Peace, Colt
918-691-6525
colt@hacctulsa. org

“A Giving Flow …”

A map of the Holy Land reveals two ancient bodies
of water, both of which are fed by the Jordan River. In
the Sea of Galilee, fish and wildlife abound and roots
of prosperous trees find sustenance along its banks. In
the other, there is no fish and little if any wildlife … no
sound of birds or sign of leaves. The difference is not
in the Jordan River; after all, it empties into both bodies
of water. In the Sea of Galilee, for virtually every drop
of water taken in, one goes out … as one stated, “IT
GIVES AND LIVES”. The other body of water only
receives; it gives nothing … it is called the DEAD SEA.
The late Billy Graham perhaps conveyed the thought
best when he stated “God has given us two hands --- one
to receive with and the other to give with. We are not
cisterns made for hoarding; we are channels made for
giving.”

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Be Loved!

About the Church!
New Members:

Kanakuk Kamp Out

We are happy to welcome
our newest members, David
& Maggie Thompson. who
joined on Sunday, July 24,
2016.

Christian Day Camp for Kids

August 1 - 5, 8:40 am-4 pm
Register at www.kanakuk.com/kampout

Thank you:
We would like to express our appreciation to our HACC
family for all of the cards, calls and prayers received during
Pat’s illness and since his passing. His service was so nice
and we would like to thank you all.
Sincerely, Marilyn and Dustin Trout

Tea

a Volcano

op the Masay

ng Tulsa at
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Sympathy for:

Giselle Chebny and family at the death of her grandmother,
Martha Marie Buntt on July 16, 2016
Harper Winton and family at the death of his mother,
Jacqueline Winton, on July 16, 2016

Team members get a lesson on
Nicaraguan cuisine.
Carrie Briley learning to make pottery
in the traditional Nicaragua fashion.

Fun in the kitchen with
Mary Huckabee &
Pagan Regnier

An evening immersed in
Nicaraguan music with the
band Amalgama

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
HACC Celebrates Education in the Month of August
As school begins to ramp up yet again, we are reminded about the profound importance of education. Just as
we depend on education to learn how to be more faithful disciples of Christ, we understand that education is a
blessing that contributes directly to the health and wellbeing of a community and its members.
In August, HACC will lift up a number of its educational partnerships including our connection to
Grimes Elementary school, NextManUp’s high five rallies, HACC Outreach School Supply Drive, and our
own HACC Uniform Closet. Be on the lookout for ways that you can get involved and help us support our
community’s teachers and students!
We got a jump-start with the
generous donations from our
VBS participants!

School Supply Drive
Yes, can you believe it? School’s beginning dates are drawing
near and with those come thoughts of school supplies, clothes, new
shoes, etc. For many families the expense of these items, often for
several children, is overwhelming. Harvard Avenue has offered its
help for the past several years by donating school supplies to Grimes
Some of the items collected during last year's
Elementary School.
school supply drive!
This year the children who attended the HACC Vacation Bible
School kicked off the efforts by supplying 5 much-needed items: #2
wooden pencils, child scissors, pink erasers, colored pencils, and 24 pack of crayons. Thanks to many of you
who contributed to these children.
For the month of August we shift our outreach efforts to gathering the additional items that are needed by
students and teachers. On August 7 and August 14 donations of any of the school supply items listed below
will be appreciated:
Wide-lined notebook paper
composition books
pencil sharpeners
pencil bags
pocket folders (with brads)
colored markers (washable)

dry erase markers
highlighters
construction paper
small bottles of Elmer’s glue
snap-shut plastic storage boxes
Ziploc bags (all sizes)

facial tissues
hand sanitizer
reams of colored paper
reams/boxes of copy paper

School supplies are on sale now at bargain prices. Please help our Outreach efforts by donating
school supplies in August. Please place donations in or near the blue boxes in Peake Commons.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
Looking Ahead to Fall
Enneagram Class

Teachers: Rev. Mark Briley and Rev. Kevin Howe
Wednesdays, August 24 – September 21/6:30-8:00 pm, Room 218 (Childcare provided._
It has been said that the Enneagram represents the face of God. The Enneagram is a personality typing tool
that consists of nine different types. This class will include an introduction and history to the purpose of the
Enneagram and its spiritual impact on individuals, relationships, and group dynamics. The sessions will offer a
breakdown of each personality type and support the integration of the information into relationships, grieving,
and other aspects of life. The goal of the course is greater self-awareness and compassion for others.

Introduction to the Spanish Language and Culture

Teachers: Rev. Kevin Howe and Jenna Buell
Tuesdays, August 30 – November 15/6:30-7:30 pm, Room 218 (12 sessions)
Cost: $20 + recommended course supplements as desired by participant
In conjunction with our commitments to partnership with the people Chacraseca, and to love neighbor here
at home, learn the basics of conversational Spanish language through curriculum that draws upon faith, our
international partnership in Nicaragua, and exchange with native speakers. This 12-week course will introduce
you to the fundamentals of the language and provide some insight into Latin American culture through a diversity
of activities. Homework will be an important part of the retention of the information in this course.

Adult Pastor’s Class

Teacher: Rev. Courtney Richards
September-October. Dates and times will vary. Mostly Wednesday evenings. Advance registration required. 6
sessions.
Similar design to our annual Pastor’s Class. For students, this is a chance to deepen your faith walk. Participants
will have an opportunity to understand the meaning of their name and nature; a deepening of faith heritage
a field trip to Temple Israel; faith in service through a local mission partner; and the significance of baptism,
communion, worship, and prayer.

Fall Movie Night

Facilitators: Vince and Giselle Chebny
Sunday, October 16, 6:30 pm, Family Life Center, Childcare provided
The movie Fireproof will spark discussion and conversation on vital issues such as exploring the blessings and
challenges of Godly marriage, examining the difference between the world’s design for marriage and God’s
original intention, learning how to fight the fires of conflict effectively and respectfully, and practicing choosing
love when it isn’t your instinctive response. The book The Love Dare will be available for purchase to help spark
our conversations.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
At a time such as this, when we find ourselves amid increasing tension and division in
our society, I think it is critical to take a deliberate look at our faith. 				
Rev. Kevin Howe, Harvard Avenue Christian Church
Sunday, August 7, 4:00 pm
tulsa justice for

THE COMMON GOOD
a lecture by TEX SAMPLE

Boston Avenue United Methodist Church
1301 S. Boston Ave., Tulsa
Tex Sample is the Robert B. and Kathleen Rogers Professor
Emeritus of Church and Society at the Saint Paul School of
Theology where he taught for 32 years. He holds a B.A.
from Millsaps College, an M.Div. from the Boston University
School of Theology, a Ph.D. from Boston Univeristy and a
D.D. from Coe College. In 1999, Boston University School
of Theology gave him the "Distinguished Alumnus Award".

For more information contact: Rev. Kevin Howe at kevin@hacctulsa.org or 918-742-5509
Sponsored by: The Tulsa Sponsoring Committee, Phillips Theological Seminary, Boston Avenue United
Methodist Church, Fellowship United Church of Christ, Harvard Avenue Christian Church,
St. Matthews United Methodist Church, St. Stephens United Methodist Church

Back-to-school season is quickly approaching. It is a time when the air begins to change –
smells of fall and football and crackling fires greet the senses. For the men of HACC, it is also
time to re-connect with opportunities to serve, study, and socialize! Next Man Up, a HACC
fella-ship, has three dates to get on the calendars of all the men of HACC.
•August 17 - Tulsa Public Schools is hosting a professional development conference at the Cox Center
for all 2,800 of their teachers. With our successful High Five Line at Key Elementary last Spring, they’ve
asked us to lead the effort to offer the same welcome to their teachers that morning from 8-9:00 am. The
goal is 120 guys! While other faith groups are being invited, let’s set the tone with a huge turnout!
•September 8 – NMU Fellowship Night @ the Barn! The Cacy’s are opening their incredible gathering
space for all men to gather for a night of food, fellowship, and gaming. This will serve as a Pep Rally of
sorts to launch us well into the Fall season!
•September 19 – Million Father March! Over 600 cities across America are hosting such a march to
encourage fathers to volunteer and be engaged in their children’s schools. Key Elementary has asked NMU
to participate by creating a High Five Line to welcome students and their fathers on the 19th at 7:00 am.
Other opportunities for study and service are being considered as well. To ask questions or join the movement,
contact NMU leader, Mark Southard, at MSouthard@southernhillscc.org. Will you be the next man up?
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Made
A friend was recently talking about ‘how far they’ve come’ in connection to life’s shaping struggles and experiences.
He left the thought by saying, “It takes a lot of people to make a person.” We lean often on the concept of the Imago
Dei – the idea that we are all created in the image of God. Some are quick to say, “Yes, but some get a lower dose of
the Imago Dei than others.” Surely that isn’t so. Surely, the gift of God’s presence is active in all of humanity. We
may struggle to remember such is true and write off such a presence in others before even taking the time to discover
the gift within them.
Once recognizing God’s unique presence in everyone, however, it seems we can play a role in “making” a person
as well. It is the tangible experience of dedicating infants in worship. We celebrate new life and the pure delight of
God’s image made manifest even as we ask the congregation, the child’s village, to commit to nurturing the Imago
Dei in them as their journey unfolds. It takes a village to raise a child. It takes a lot of people to make a person.
Who are the people that made you the person you are? How often do you pause to think about those people? When
have you thanked them for the time and wisdom they poured into your life? It’s always the right time to do so.
Perhaps making some space for that this week will bring some needed joy and focus in your life and theirs. Maybe
you’ll be inspired to reach out to another who is looking to you for guidance as well. Whether intentional or not,
someone is looking to you to help shape their future. Maybe it’s a simple word of encouragement. Maybe it is a
regular text message that says, “I’m praying for you – you can do it!” Maybe it's volunteering to tutor a student or
help with our youth program. Find some way to encourage the exposure of the Imago Dei in another. You’ll never
regret time spent to lift up, and bring out, the gifts of a person whom God calls beloved.
It takes a lot of people to make a person. Who helped make you? Who are you helping to make? The image of God
is a tremendous gift to behold!

Next Sunday! July 31
"Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.”
(Romans 14:10)
We all know an arm-chair critic. We probably know him or her quite well actually.
Creators, Not Critics
Dare I say it is me? Or you? I imagine we’ve all fallen into that trap. For all the time
we spend criticizing others, what good comes from it? What beneficial fruit has it
reaped in our lives? Has it strengthened our relationships? Matured us? Challenged us to grow? Improved the quality
of our lives? Enhanced our skills? Brought those different from us into the Christian faith? Or is criticism merely
the crutch we use to justify our personal passivity? What if we spent more time creating and less time criticizing
others? That seems to be most intriguing to the next Christians. Join us for worship on Sunday at 9 or 11 AM as
Mark Briley offers installment four of the series. (Romans 14:1-12)
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org

Welcome Mat Deadline

Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article
deadline is August 9 before noon.

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Sunday Attendance
July 17:  Rising – 156; Traditional – 195; Total –351
July 24:  Rising – 117; Traditional – 179;  Total – 296

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016

Sign up NOW
for the Flower
Calendar!
Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org. (If you take
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the
church within the week. Thank you.)
We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. Article deadlines for
2016 are: August 9, 23; September 6, 20; October 4, 18; November
1, 15; December 6, 20.  E-mail articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org by
noon on those Tuesdays.
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
July 28 HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
Great Dates with Your Mate, 6 pm
July 30 Chris Burnham memorial service, 10 am
Aug. 1 Kanakuk Kamp Out, through Aug. 5
Ultimate Frisbee League, 6 pm
Aug. 3 The Case for Christ, 6:30 pm
Aug. 4 Mid-School Lunch/Hang Out, 12:30 pm
HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
Aug. 7 Day Center for Homeless Meal, 5 pm
Aug. 8 Ultimate Frisbee League, 6 pm
Aug. 9 Youth Serve Tuesday, 9:30 am
Newsletter Deadline, noon
Aug. 10 The Case for Christ, 6:30 pm

