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Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Friday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, Sept. 6, before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Go …
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NEXT HACC BLOOD DRIVE
AUGUST 31, 4-7 PM
The Golden Gift
Every four years, the world takes a little time off from ‘business as usual’.
The world of Ancient Greece was divided into politically separate city-states
like Athens and Sparta. They were almost continuously at odds with each other
for commercial dominance and this often evolved into open warfare. They were
united by a common language, culture, and religion. Every four years there was
a sacred truce. This allowed the top athletes from the entire Greek world to safely
gather at Olympus for a festival of completion to honor the best.
The modern Olympics are an attempt to revive the spirit of the ancient
Games. They were held 120 years ago in Athens and, except for the three Games
cancelled by World Wars, have been successfully staged every four years ever
since. This month, over 11,000 athletes from 207 countries gathered to compete in
28 categories of Olympic sports. Each athlete had a single goal in mind- winning
a gold medal. The human-interest stories surrounding the athletes are compelling
and evocative. They speak of years of dedication, hard work, and sacrifice in
the pursuit of excellence. It is almost impossible to avoid watching and getting
emotionally involved. The exhibitions of speed, strength, grace, teamwork, and
sportsmanship can be breathtaking.
Gold is a precious metal with great intrinsic value. Throughout human history,
it has been highly prized. It makes perfect sense that a gold medal is the reward
for excellence. Each competitor brings a combination of God-given talent and
years of dedicated, rigorous training to the Games. The athletes also must have a
little luck and the gift of good health.
As Christians, we are continually challenged to not just ‘talk our faith’, but
to express it by our actions. We are often encouraged to ‘count our blessings’, to
recognize that all we have comes from God, and prompted to share these gifts
with others in need.
On Wednesday, August 31, from 4-7 pm, our church will be hosting a
blood drive in the Chapel. To become a donor, you should sign up and show
up (although drop-ins are certainly welcome!). Bring a photo ID, be well fed
and hydrated. The whole process takes about an hour. You can save time by
completing your health history on-line that day at obi.org/donor-express. This is
a golden opportunity to share God’s gift of good health. To the people receiving
your gift of life, it will truly be more precious than gold.
				

Rick Langenheim, for the Outreach Team
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Youth Calendar – Fall 2016

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School: 10–11 am
Youth Sunday School meets in the Youth Center. We start with combined fellowship time and prayer, then split into
separate groups, Middle school and high school for sharing and group Bible Study.
Wednesday Nights: 6 pm-8pm Middle School, 7pm-9pm High School
We meet in the Youth Center between 6-9 pm. Middle School has their free hour between 6-7 pm, At 7 pm we
combine for sharing and prayer, then go to our youth worship space for worship with the band and lessons. Our High
School group has their free hour between 8-9 pm.
August
November
26
Senior Leadership Retreat, thru the 28th
4
High School Fall Retreat, thru the 6th
September
9
Parents Night Out – 6-10 pm
16
Middle School Lock-In – 8pm-8am
24
Community Garden Festival
& Ice Cream Social – 5:30-7 pm
25
C.R.O.P. Walk – Boston Ave. UMC – 2 pm

9
11
20
23

Ski Trip Deposit Due - $150
Parents Night Out – 6-10 pm
Thanksgiving Dinner/Ski Trip Fundraiser – 5 pm
No Wednesday Night Youth – Thanksgiving

December
2
John 3:16 (w/ Challengers) – 5:15-9 pm
4
Day Center Meal – 3-6:30 pm
21
Christmas Party (Middle & High School) – 6-9 pm
24
Christmas Eve Services – 4p, 5:30p & 11 pm
28
Ski Trip – Sonlight Christian Camp/Wolf Creek,
thru January 2
28
No Wednesday Night Youth – Ski Trip

October
2
Day Center Meal – 3-6:30 pm
7
John 3:16 (w/ Challengers) – 5:15-9 pm
14
Parents Night Out – 6-10 pm
19
No Wednesday Night Youth – Fall Break
29
HS Fall Retreat due $55
30
Fall Festival – 4-5:30 pm
Jess and Liam and I are excited for another great fall of youth here at HACC and are look forward to spending time
with you.. If you have any questions, would like more details on any of our upcoming events or a full detailed calendar,
please feel free to give me a call/text/email anytime. Hope to see you soon.
Grace & Peace, Colt
918-691-6525
colt@hacctulsa. org

GO! CROP WALK TIME IS HERE!

Once again, we start the annual campaign to help feed the
hungry around the world through CROP WALK FOR HUNGER.
Look for the poster in the commons to see many of the ways
your WALKING and SPONSORING help.
September 25, we WALK. Before that, we sign up to WALK
and solicit SPONSORS. YOU can make a difference!
Dave Jones and I have WALKER packets. See us and begin
YOUR help for the hungry of the world and our community.
						
Alan Crider
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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About the Church!
Congratulations & Welcome:
Miller Buell was born to Jenna
& Ryan Buell on August
15, 2016.at 7:37 am. Miller
weighed 10 lb. 6 oz. and was
21.5 inches long.

Contruyendo Puentes
Teachers: Rev. Kevin Howe and Jenna Buell
Tuesdays, August 30 – November 15
6:30-7:30 pm, Room 216 (12 sessions)
Cost: $20 + recommended course supplements
as desired by participant
Please sign up at the Welcome Center.

Introducing the new additions
to the Aaron & Laurel Jaqua
family on August 10, 2016:
Willa Chandler weighing in at
6lbs 11oz at 4:47 pm and Zoe
Gladys weighing in at 5lbs
12oz at 4:49 pm. Charlie &
Dyann Bennett are the proud
grandparents.

STEWARDSHIP IS A WAY OF
SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS

Thank you:

We would like to thank the members and staff of Harvard
Avenue for Julie's celebration of life service and the lunch
reception that followed. We appreciated so much all the
hospitality and support that was shown to us during this
sad time in our lives. Thank you again.
			
Terry Gilles and family

Sympathy for:

Darlene Martinez, Lois Benne and family at the death of
Earl Benne, on August 13, 2016. Earl was Lois' brother
-in-law and Darlene's uncle. His services were held on
August 15 in Edmond, Oklahoma.

"We contribute our time, we bring our
talents, and we offer our treasure. When
each of these three legs of stewardship
are in balance, it's a beautiful thing."

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org

4

Believe!

Harvard Avenue Christian Church makes going back to school special. From Backpack Blessings for students, educators and school
administrators, to donated school uniforms for Grimes and McClure elementary school children in need, HACC has you covered. And, if
you are heading into the 6th grade, you even got special promotion encouragement as you headed upstairs to the Youth Center on Sunday,
August 21. As if that weren't enough, look at all the HACC folks who "high fived" teachers headed back to school.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Disciple Women to Meet

The HACC Disciple Women will kick off their new schedule with a meeting on Thursday, September
8, at 1:00 pm in the Library (Room 108). All women of the church are invited to participate in the
fellowship and mission projects of the Disciple women. For more information contact Lynn Fisher at
lynn@hacctulsa.org or 918-742-5509.

Have you marked your calendars for these upcoming Next Man Up events! All men are
invited to this HACC men's fella-ship!
• September 8 – NMU Fellowship Night @ the Barn! The Cacys are opening their
incredible gathering space for all men to gather for a night of food, fellowship, and gaming.
This will serve as a Pep Rally of sorts to launch us well into the Fall season! (Sign up sheet at
the Peake Commons Welcome Center)
• September 19 – Million Father March! Over 600 cities across America are hosting such a march to
encourage fathers to volunteer and be engaged in their children’s schools. Key Elementary has asked NMU to
participate by creating a High Five Line to welcome students and their fathers on the 19th at 7:00 am.
These experiences will launch us well but stay tuned for other plans currently in the works! To ask questions or join
the movement, contact NMU leader, Mark Southard, at MSouthard@southernhillscc.org. Will you be the next man up?

Thirty members of Harvard Avenue joined dozens from the Tulsa community for the High Five Line for teachers who attended the TPS
Teachers Institute at the Cox Center on Wednesday, August 17. Thanks to all who participated.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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We Will Stand
I have the most remarkable colleagues. Not just the ones I serve with here at Harvard Ave (though they ARE the
tops of every list, truly), but throughout the Tulsa community, in various congregations and faith communities,
representing organizations and teams striving to bring justice, healing, and hope to Tulsa.
We have seen too much of each other lately. In powerful and meaningful ways, but borne of heartbreak, we have
spent far too much time together:
June 12 – Our Love for Orlando (prayer vigil after the Pulse nightclub shooting)
June 30 – praying for Istanbul (after the bombing at the Atatuk airport)
July 8 – Call to Peace, Call to Love (rally in community, John Hope Franklin Reconciliation Park,
		
after the police shootings in Dallas)
August 21 – vigil for Khalid Jabara (honoring the family of one boldly killed in hate)
But here’s the thing: We keep showing up. When something happens – when a life is lost, a heart is broken, a
family is torn, a community is shaken, a faith is trembling – one, ask others to come, and we KEEP. SHOWING.
UP.
Sunday, I brought candles, and the sound system, ready to stand in love and solidarity with the Jabara family. And
before I knew it, was asked to speak, along with so many dear others. And so I said,
I have colleagues all over the country, in denominations of every kind, and friends in church of no kind, who
have said, ‘We are with you tonight.’ From around the country and around the world, people have said, ‘This
has to be different. This will be different.’
This community has gathered far too many times already this year, to light candles and to say that things will
change. But we will continue to gather, and we will continue to light, and we will continue to stand, as long
as we need to and as long as we may.
We have to remember that the loss that we think we feel is only a small light, offered to the loss that is very
deep and very personal to this family. So know that we do not want to rush too quickly to proclaim your loss
as ours, but we also will not leave too quickly, because we are with you all the way.
God’s grace and peace surround you, as does this circle and this light, as do so many near and far who hold
you close.
These friends, from all over - Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Unitarian, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh, atheist, everything
- can never know how much it has meant to stand together, to light candles, to say ‘It happens. And we say it
won’t again. And it does again. And so here we stand again.' But we will continue to stand. For love. For peace.
For justice. For hope. For each other. We will stand. When all else has fallen, and until all else has fallen. We
will stand. Together.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Olympic Faith
The Olympic Games are over. I’ll admit to some sadness and some relief. I loved watching the games in Rio.
The whole thing was captivating to me. The global community coming together in a spirit of respectful competition
and sportsmanship, the personal stories of overcoming great obstacles to become the best at what these athletes are
gifted to do, and the graciousness of athletes of different nations literally picking each other up from the ground
following a fall to finish the race they started together. What inspiration! But… it’s over and I’ll miss the nightly
experience. That being said, there’s some relief in reclaiming a little extra time to sleep each night without having
to wind down from the hype of running in place in front of the television as my family cheered Team USA through
the finish line.
Every time the Olympics roll around again, pastors turn to the Apostle Paul who used sporting metaphors to
encourage the discipline of faith in those pursuing the way of Christ. The Greek games were quite familiar to Paul’s
audience so the exertion and challenges of preparing for those events were easy connections for him to make.
In First Corinthians 9:24–26, written to the city that hosted the Isthmian Games, the metaphor is extended from
running to other games, such as boxing, to make the point that winning a prize requires discipline, self-control, and
coordinated activity. He writes, “You’ve all been to the stadium and seen the athletes race. Everyone runs; one
wins. Run to win. All good athletes train hard. They do it for a gold medal that tarnishes and fades. You’re after
one that’s gold eternally. I don’t know about you, but I’m running hard for the finish line. I’m giving it everything
I’ve got. No running aimlessly or boxing the air, I’m staying in top condition. I’m not going to get caught napping,
telling everyone else all about it and then missing out myself.” How about you? When it comes to your disciplines
and development of your faith, are you running with purpose, training intentionally, or do you feel aimless and
distracted?
Life is full and the distractions are many. I have to check myself regularly to determine if I’m using those
realities as an excuse for getting off track in my pursuit of faith. An Olympic athlete wakes up in the morning and
surely thinks through their training regimen for the day. May we be so focused as to awake with the prayer, “God,
give me the strength and discipline to increase my faith today. Help me run the race you need me to run with all
that I can give. Fill me with the joy and satisfaction that comes in knowing I gave you my all today. Amen.”
The torch in Rio is extinguished. The Light of Christ burns bright eternally. Carry that torch, my friends. Carry
that torch.

The Failure of Formulas

Next Sunday! August 28

"But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience." (Romans 8:25)
The magic formula: we're always looking for it and, at times, we think we've captured it. Do these three things and
get well or get rich or get six-pack abs. Formulas have their place and can guide us successfully for a time. However,
the greater challenges and deeper questions of life tend to render formulas ineffective or at least, well, formulaic. Paul
suggests the dynamics of the Holy Spirit surpass an approach to faith that has about as many steps as it takes to make a
peanut butter sandwich. When the formula fails, what do you plug into for life sustaining power? Join us this Sunday
at 9 or 11 am as Mark continues this series with a message entitled "The Failure of Fomulas". (Romans 8:12-25)
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org

Welcome Mat Deadline

Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article
deadline is September 6 before noon.

Sign up
for the Flower
Calendar!
Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org. (If you take
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the
church within the week. Thank you.)
We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Sunday Attendance
August 14:  Rising – 130; Traditional – 154;  Total – 284
August 21:  Rising – 174; Traditional – 214;  Total – 388

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. Article deadlines
for 2016 are: September 6, 20; October 4, 18; November 1, 15;
December 6, 20.  E-mail articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org by noon
on those Tuesdays.
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Aug. 24
Aug. 25
Aug. 30
Aug. 31
Sept. 4
Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 7
Sept. 8
Sept. 9
Sept. 13
Sept. 14

Enneagram Class, 6:30 pm
HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
Contruyendo Puentes, 6:30 pm
Blood Drive, 4 to 7 pm
Enneagram Class, 6:30 pm
Day Center for Homeless Meal, 5 pm
Labor Day -- Office Closed
Newsletter deadline, noon
Contruyendo Puentes, 6:30 pm
Enneagram Class, 6:30 pm
Disciple Women Meeting, 1 pm
Parents' Night Out, 6 - 10 pm
Contruyendo Puentes, 6:30 pm
Enneagram Class, 6:30 pm

