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Our annual Fall Festival is almost here.  Sunday, October 30, 4:00
to 5:30 pm -- Be sure to invite all your friends, family and neighbors!  
You won't want to miss it.
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Carnival Games

Fun Food!
Frito Chili Pies
Nachos
Caramel Apple Pops
Popcorn

Crafts

Photo Booth

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Friday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, November 1 before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Hay Rides

Balloon Artist
Also, donations of wrapped candies and prizes are needed.
You can drop them in the bright orange bin at
the Children's Welcome Center (and sign up to help).
To volunteer or for more information:
Team Leader:  Caren Gerkin at
carengerkin@cox.net
Volunteers are needed on Friday, October 28,
from 10:30 am-12:30 pm and after church on
Sunday, the 30th, as well as during the festival!
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Be Loved!
Youth Events

Fall Festival October 30th – 4-5:30pm
This year’s Fall Festival celebration is Sunday, October 30th from 4p – 5:30p.  These outreach events are always
fun for the entire family, including youth, as well as a great opportunity for us to reach out to our church community.  
The youth will be active in helping out and playing with our kiddos, running the tattoo/henna both and running
games and giving out prizes.  So costume up or come as you are and make plans to join us.  
Wednesday October 26th – HS Fall Retreat deposit due ($55)
High School Fall Retreat November 4th-6th:
Fall Retreat is the pinnacle of our fall youth schedule and this year we venturing out to a new place and taking over
Shepherds Fold Ranch in beautiful Avant OK.  The plan is to meet here at the church at 5pm on Friday November
4th, go to the Fold and escape from the business of the world. We will return to the church midafternoon on
Sunday.  I understand that some of our students will not be able to attend for the entire weekend, so please know
that we have a plan for them.  There will be a group coming up late on Friday night as well as another group coming
up early Saturday morning, so please let me know if you have conflicts and we will work something out.  This trip
is open to any of our high school and college youth and promises to be a blast. If you have any questions or would
like to sponsor this event please let me know.  We’d love to have you join us.  
Grace & Peace, Colt
918-691-6525
colt@hacctulsa. org

Sunday, November 6, at 2:00 am

It's almost time to officially say goodbye to the summer as Daylight Saving Time 2016
ends in the United States of America. Following Halloween, U.S. citizens will have to "fall
back" and set their clocks one hour back on Sunday, November 6 at 2AM. However,
if you are traveling or living outside of the U.S. and Canada and that country observes
daylight savings time, your time to change your clock might be sooner or later. Why is it
different for the U.S.? The Energy Policy Act of 2005 that was passed by U.S. Congress
and signed by President George W. Bush, attempted to combat growing energy problems,
provide tax incentives and loan guarantees for energy production of various types. The bill
also amended the Uniform Time Act of 1966 that changed the start and end dates of daylight savings time starting
in 2007. Clocks were to be set ahead on the second Sunday of March, instead of the first Sunday of April and clocks
were to be set back one hour on the first Sunday of November instead of the last Sunday of October.
The reasoning behind daylight savings and the time shifts was to take advantage of the daylight in the mornings and
the lighter evenings during the summer. In America, summer time saved the equivalent in energy of 10,000 barrels of
oil each day during the 1973 oil embargo. At this period of time, DST was extended to ten months in 1974 and eight
months in 1975, and it reverted back in 1976 when the energy crisis ended, with daylight savings beginning on the
first sunday of April. Most of the U.S. observes DST except for Hawaii and most of Arizona.
										
Excerpt from Latin Times | Oct 17 2016
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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About the Church!

Health Ministries at HACC
Open Basketball
Monday, 7:00 pm

    For high school and adults. Lace up and come ready to
hoop. Great exercise and usually some great laughs, too!

Yoga

Thank you:
We want to thank all of the HACC family that helped with
the funeral service for my mother, Veda Riggs – from
preparing food, serving, decorating tables, phone calls,
cards and flowers, and attending her services. We could not
be more appreciative or more thankful to belong to such a
giving and caring church.
		   Pat Maxwell and the Maxwell family

Sympathy for:

Debbie Robson at the death of her mother, Susan Bartlett,
on October 17, 2016, in Scottsdale, Arizona. Sympathy
also goes out to Mike Bartlett and the rest of the Bartlett
family. Susan was married to Mike's brother. Services will
be held in Scottsdale.

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6:30, 8:30 (Family Life Center)
& 10:00 am (Room 218)

     Yoga is gentle exercise that builds balance, strength
and flexibility as it creates symmetry in the body. It
improves circulation and helps to lower blood pressure.
Yoga also increases mental stamina and eases tension.
These basic yoga classes contain elements of both flow
and restorative yoga with options for different levels of
participation.
	   The 10:00 am class  is structured for active adults (1865), ready for slightly more advanced instruction, and
without use of props.  
   6:30 am -- Instructor: Natalie Steiger, 207-356-6081,
nsteiger@maine.edu
   8:30  & 10:00 am -- Instructor: Susan Hollingsworth,
lsholly@cox.net.

Fit for Life

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00 am (Family Life Center)

Designed to improve balance, posture, gait, strength,
muscular power, increase bone density, flexibility,
range of motion, cardiovascular fitness and continue
rehabilitative progress after replacement  surgery.  Taught
by Becky Young, a certified professional trainer Please
register with Becky at rytok@cox.net.

Barbara Cargill, parenting and child
development professional, will offer a
class for new mothers & their babies.  
The group will meet Monday, October
24 and Monday, November 14 at 6:30
pm in the Infant Nursery at HACC.  
Join us to meet with other new mothers to discuss topics
like: Emotional Refueling, Comforting Techniques for
babies, Infant Communication (what are they trying to
tell us), and other valuable tools for new parents. If you
are interested in taking these classes (one or both), please
contact Barbara Cargill at 918-557-0819.

Pickleball (Family Life Center)
Tuesdays, 11:15 am & 6:30 pm; Thursdays, 11:15 am

Small paddles, lightweight balls, and a net! What more
could you want to stay in shape?  These vigorous games
of Pickleball provide a lot of great exercise and fun.

Zumba

Tuesday, from 5:30-6:30 pm (Family Life Center)

Zumba takes the "work" out of workout, by mixing lowintensity and high-intensity moves for an interval-style,
calorie-burning dance fitness party. Kris Farnsworth,
licensed Zumba instructor.
Standard "workout wear" with basic sneakers and
bring a bottle of water! Class is $4 per person.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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OPEN TABLES

Sharing Food & Faith
Potluck Dinner Dates & Locations:
November 6, 2016 – Boston Ave UMC
     1301 S. Boston – Tulsa
January 8, 2017 –  Jewish Federation
     2021 E 71st  -  Tulsa
March 26, 2017 – Masjid al-Salam, IST
     4620 S. Irvington Ave - Tulsa
The purpose of Open Tables is to build relationships
and better understand persons of differing faiths through
potluck style dinners, feeding and being fed by our
neighbors.   At interfaith tables, we hope everyone
will begin to see each other not just as symbols of our
religions, but as real people who are neighbors and
fellow citizens of the world.   While understanding is
not agreement, we believe that open, honest discussion
can improve our relationships and help us to better
understand our own values and beliefs.

During the course of the year, three potluck dinners
will be held to share dinner and dialogue. Participants
will be seated at tables with people from other faith
groups. The dinners will be held on Sundays at 5:30 pm
They are pot luck, so everyone is asked to bring:
•A favorite dish to share
•An open mind
•Respect for those of different traditions
•A readiness to dialogue
There will be presentations at the dinners about the
different celebrations and traditions of the various faith
groups involved.  Families are welcome!
For more information or to sign up for Open Tables,
contact Kevin Howe, kevin@hacctulsa.org or Vicky
Langston (918-232-5332) revguyo@cox.net.

In cooperation with: Boston Avenue United Methodist Church, Jewish Federation of Tulsa, Hindu Temple of Greater Tulsa, Dialogue
Institute Southwest, Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice, Islamic Society of Tulsa, and Tulsa Metropolitan Ministries.

JustHope & the Reed Jules Oppenheimer Foundation
invite you to an evening of Nicaraguan inspired culture!

WINE for WATER and Feeding Families
9th Annual Wine Experience

Thursday, November 3

Greenwood Cultural Center, 322 N. Greenwood
Doors open at 6 pm – Dinner at 7 pm / $75 per person (No tickets at the door)
Come enjoy an evening of fabulous wines,
Nicaraguan beer & rum and simple, delicious
Nicaraguan-inspired cuisine! Connect with
old friends & make new ones, an exciting
silent auction, stories, art, and more!

For more information or
to purchase tickets, visit

www.JustHope.org

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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God of Abundance …

As we experience the Fall season, reminiscent of cooler temperatures and beautiful foliage … a time of harvesting
and Thanksgiving, we are reminded that it is a time of focusing on the financial aspect of stewardship as we
seek to fulfill the many opportunities to grow God’s ministry in the coming year.  If you have not already visited
the Oklahoma Disciples Foundation website (WWW.OKDFDN.ORG) and the link to “Center for Faith and
Giving” … it is a tremendous resource!  And a particularly good read as we approach our stewardship series in
November is under the tab “Sermons/Resources” … entitled “Stewardship as a Discipline of Hope” by Rev Dr.
Sharon E. Watkins.  For we do believe “in a God of abundance … a God of more than enough”.
Over the next several weeks leading up to and including our three week stewardship series, a number of church
family have chosen to share their gift of what paying God’s love forward means or looks like to them.  We are
so grateful for each of these shared gifts … exemplary of God’s abundance!

Paying God’s Love Forward….

“This is my commandment, that you Love one another as I have Loved You” (John 15:12)
Sounds simple, but how do we do that and what does it look like in our current world and society that
seems to be so fragmented and broken?  
The Church has undertaken the mission of achieving Wholeness within our world. So
what do we need to do to ensure that the next generation is equipped to carry on this
mission? To that end, our Youth Programs and Children’s Ministry need to be properly
grounded in God’s Love and understanding of the Fruits of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace,
Patience, Kindness, Generosity, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control.
To me, Paying God’s Love Forward then is reflected in HACC’s priority and emphasis on Children’s
Ministry and Youth Programs. Providing a safe environment for learning about and exploring all
dimensions of God’s Love and what it means to be a Community of Faith. This is critical to ensuring
that the next generation is equipped to carry on the mission of bringing wholeness to our world.
Thus, I pledge and give to ensure that the Church is able to provide such education.
										
Eric Wiszneauckas

hacctulsa.org: Sermon, audio & transcipts, newsletter, church directory, calendar
Facebook:       “Harvard Avenue Christian Church – Tulsa” – devotionals, articles, news
		           & events
Twitter:          “HarvardAveCC” – a daily sentence prayer to repeat and share.
Instagram:

“HarvardAveCC” – photo-a-day for the weekly theme

Pictorial Directory online at www.hacctulsa.org
Look for this bar at the top of each page.

→

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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UN-Series: Living Word

"But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being
not hearers but doers who act – they will be blessed in their doing.” (James 1:25)
You might call the letter of James a practical primer for living faith. In a culture
obsessed with orthodoxy and bogged down by dogma, the letter of James is a sharp
reminder that our faith demands practical, real world actions of love and justice. This Sunday, we go to the mirror
with James to gaze deeply – beyond our airtight theories and eloquent proclamations – to reveal the faith that blesses
us in the doing and living of the word. We will also welcome in our worship a delegation from our international
partnership in JustHope and the community of Chacraseca, Nicaragua. Join us at 9:00 or 11:00 am this Sunday as
Rev. Kevin Howe continues the “{UN} Series” with a message entitled, “Living Word”.  (James 1:19-26)

HACC to Host Nicaraguan Delegation

In conjunction with our international partnership through JustHope to the community of Chacraseca,
Nicaragua, HACC will have two members of JustHope's Nicaragua-based team on Sunday, Oct. 23,
who will share with us about Chacraseca, their roles in the work of JustHope, and to build personal relationships
within our community. These delegates will be helping with worship on that Sunday. Please plan to attend at 9:00
or 11:00 am with a big HACC welcome to these partners from JustHope.

Next Man Up to hold High Five Line Rally
at McClure Elementary!
Monday, October 24, 7 am
Join the men of Next Man Up when they gather to welcome the McClure  students
and teachers into school with high fives, greetings, and words of encouragement. The High Five Line will be
followed by a short word at McClure’s morning convocation. Please come out and help us affirm the important
role our students play in our city!
Date: 	
Monday, October 24
Location: McClure Elementary, 1770 E. 61st Street (2-3 blocks west of 61st & Lewis). The High Five Line
			
will take place under the canopied walkway in front of the building.
Time: 	 Meet between 6:50 and 7:00 a.m. at McClure's main entrance.
Parking: 	 Parking will be at Graham Park, just south of the school (Please don’t park in the school lot!)
			
We should be finished around 7:40am.
Will you be the next man up?

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Because Ministry

For several years, October has been named as the Month of the Ministry.
Pastoral Appreciation. Ministers Week. Month Of. Some variation or other. I'm not sure who started it or how or
why, or at what point it was a week then a month but not everyone calls it that, but I'll take it - take the chance
to honor my colleagues, to claim the spirit's surprises, to let others know and to remind myself that this. is. a.
great. gig.
Ironically - sadly, painfully, publicly and not entirely gracefully – this time two years ago (as I was wrapping
up a month-long series of social media posts honoring ministry) the news broke that a fifteen-site fivestate megachurch would dissolve. The individual locations/communities still exist, though they have ‘gone
independent’, but the name, the leadership, the brand, the unity ... all went away.
Is 'the church' broken by this? Maybe.		

Maybe it is also more aware.

Does this damage the gospel? Perhaps.		

Perhaps we learn to live the gospel and not just quote it.

Does this tarnish the image of 'ministers'?		

I don't know. Do we let it?

I have said and will say time and again, ministry is THE BEST gig. The best. It's filled with joy and sorrow,
with wisdom and wonder, with emotion and intellect, with community and solitude, with mystery and minutiae,
with the ordinary and the extra-so.
When we are called to ministry - professionally, vocationally, occasionally, in any way - when we are called we
are also equipped. Such is the promise of the sacred story, the Word we claim to trust. God gathers us in and
sends us out. But we are neither gathered nor sent on our own. God is with us.
GOD. Is WITH us.
So when the church is challenged - we can sit down or we can step up.
When the gospel is abused - we can go along or we can pull the brakes.
Where life brings questions - we can offer promise and hope.
If the community dreams - we have the means to encourage and empower.
When one suffers or rejoices, all suffer or rejoice together.
And we ... even WE ... are invited to be part of that story. That challenge - gospel - question - promise - hope dream - courage - power - suffering - rejoicing - THAT story.
To carry it, to tell it, to dream it, to celebrate it, to cherish it, to wonder about it, to wander into it ... to live it.
We are invited.
Because ministry ...

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Handbell Choir Director – Jerome Robinson

Welcome Mat Deadline

Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article
deadline is November 1 before noon.

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Sunday Attendance
October 9: Rising – 158; Traditional – 209; Total – 367
October 16: Rising – 140; Traditional – 169; Total – 309

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. Article deadlines
for 2016 are: November 1, 15; December 6, 20. E-mail articles to
betsey@hacctulsa.org by noon on those Tuesdays.

Sign up
for the Flower
Calendar!
Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org.  (If you take
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the
church within the week. Thank you.)
We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Oct. 19	  Pastors Class for Grown Ups, 7 pm
Oct. 20	  HACC Book Club, 11 am
Oct. 24	  Next Man-Up High Five Rally, 7 am
	     (McClure Elementary)
	  Mom and Me Parenting Class, 6:30 pm
Oct. 26   Pastors Class for Grown Ups, 7 pm
Oct. 27	  HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
	  Gospel of John Study, 6 pm
Oct. 30	  Fall Family Festival, 4 pm
Nov. 1	  Newsletter Deadline, noon
Nov. 2	  Pastors Class for Grown Ups, 7 pm
Nov. 3	  HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
	  Gospel fo John Study, 6 pm
	  United Campus Ministries Dinner, 6:30 pm

