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Turn your
clocks
back
one hour
this
weekend!

Paying God’s Love Forward….
Heritage. I grew up hearing this word over
and over. “We have a rich heritage” my
dad would say. I knew by the frequency
and emphasis with which he said it, it
was important but what, I wondered,
does that really mean?  The dictionary defines heritage as
Features belonging to the culture of a particular society,
such as traditions, languages or buildings, which come from the past, and are
still important.  Over time I began to understand that our family’s heritage, the
traditions and values with which I was raised have been handed down from past
generations, and their influence and traditions are imprinted on me and those who
will follow.  My parents left their imprint on our family heritage by teaching me:
  A spirit of charity is not an option but a divine directive.  When Jesus sent
out the twelve disciples, He told them, “Freely you have received, freely
give.” (Matthew 10:8).
  The church is only a building unless it comes to life by both God’s presence
and yours.  When the doors of the sanctuary are open, be there – for all
the right reasons.
Character is not a commodity that can be purchased.   It is built by the
decisions you permanently chisel on your heart.  
Now my life, my words and my actions
are leaving an imprint on our family’s
“rich heritage”.  For the next generations
I have an opportunity each day to not only
pass along the heritage of stewardship and
character that was given to me but also
God’s love for them and for this world.
God created us with eyes that look forward
because that is the direction He intends for
us to travel.  Treasure the past, rejoice in
the present, and know that the best is yet
to come.
			
Christy Southard
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Youth Events
Thanksgiving Dinner/Ski Trip Fundraiser
At 5:00 pm on Sunday, November 20, the church will have the annual Thanksgiving Celebration Dinner in the
Family Life Center. In conjunction with dinner, the youth will have a Pie & Dessert Auction, their only ski trip
fundraiser.  The cost of this year’s trip will be around $615 for skiers, $315 for non-skiers.  Since this is a lot of
money, we will try to raise a little of that by auctioning some delicious baked goods just in time for the holidays, as
well as a few big ticket items. Please make plans to join us for a great evening of fellowship and dinner, and don’t
forget your checkbook.
Ski Trip – Sonlight Christian Camp/Wolf Creek
The ski trip is our most fun trip of the year, and this year’s trip will be no
exception.  This year we will return to Sonlight to ski at Wolf Creek.  We plan to
leave at 5:00 am on Wednesday, December 28. We’ll drive to Sonlight Christian
Camp in Pagosa Springs Colorado, ski three days at Wolf Creek, and have a
free day in Pagosa. We will return to Tulsa in the evening of January 2.  For this
year’s trip we will have a good size group not skiing.  They can relax by the fire,
drink cocoa, and spend time in the hot tub and shop. Even if you have no desire
Hello from a past ski trip!
to ski, this trip will still be a blast.   The total cost of the trip is approximately
$615 for skiers and $315 for nonskiers, but our fundraiser should help cover the cost. We typically raise about $115/
youth.  A $150 deposit is due on Wednesday, November 9, to reserve your spot.  If you have any questions feel free
to give me a call or check out our destinations at www.sonlightcamp.org/ or www.wolfcreekski.com
Grace & Peace, Colt

918-691-6525

colt@hacctulsa. org

7-Minute Serve Set for November 13
Our next Next Man Up 7-Minute Serve project will be an outdoor event to help our HACC members and
friends who may need a little help with raking leaves or cleaning gutters – a little sprucing up before winter
hits. We will meet at the church at 12:15 pm, grab lunch, break into teams and head out to serve.
If you have a yard full of leaves and some gutters that might need cleaning out (or want to volunteer),
please contact Kevin Howe at kevin@hacctulsa.org or sign up on the ACT NOW connection card in this
Sunday's bulletin.
Will you be the next man up?
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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About the Church!

Health & Fitness Ministries
Open Basketball
Monday, 7:00 pm

    For high school and adults. Lace up and come ready to
hoop. Great exercise and usually some great laughs, too!

Yoga

Thank you:
Alan and I want to thank everyone for your kind expressions
of sympathy in the recent death of my brother, Dr. Tom
Garrett, Osage Beach, Mo.
				
Barbara Crider
Dear All,
Richard and I would like to say thank you to our HACC
family and to express our appreciation for all of your kind
thoughts, calls, cards and prayers during this rough season.
Especially your prayers! We believe that Richard is on his
way to recovery and just needs to remain patient and trust
in God's timing, which is perfect.
Much love to all, Paulette & Richard Knepper

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6:30, 8:30 (Family Life Center)
& 10:00 am (Room 218)

     Yoga is gentle exercise that builds balance, strength
and flexibility as it creates symmetry in the body. It
improves circulation and helps to lower blood pressure.
Yoga also increases mental stamina and eases tension.
These basic yoga classes contain elements of both flow
and restorative yoga with options for different levels of
participation.
	   The 10:00 am class  is structured for active adults (1865), ready for slightly more advanced instruction, and
without use of props.  
   6:30 am -- Instructor: Natalie Steiger, 207-356-6081,
nsteiger@maine.edu
   8:30  & 10:00 am -- Instructor: Susan Hollingsworth,
lsholly@cox.net.

Fit for Life

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00 am (Family Life Center)

Designed to improve balance, posture, gait, strength,
muscular power, increase bone density, flexibility,
range of motion, cardiovascular fitness and continue
rehabilitative progress after replacement  surgery.  Taught
by Becky Young, a certified professional trainer Please
register with Becky at rytok@cox.net.

Barbara Cargill, parenting and child
development professional, will offer a
class for new mothers & their babies.  
The next class is Monday, November
14 at 6:30 pm in the Infant Nursery
at HACC.  Join us to meet with other
new mothers to discuss topics like: Emotional Refueling,
Comforting Techniques for babies, Infant Communication
(what are they trying to tell us), and other valuable tools
for new parents. If you are interested in taking this class,
please contact Barbara Cargill at 918-557-0819.

Pickleball (Family Life Center)
Tuesdays, 11:15 am & 6:30 pm; Thursdays, 11:15 am

Small paddles, lightweight balls, and a net! What more
could you want to stay in shape?  These vigorous games
of Pickleball provide a lot of great exercise and fun.

Zumba

Tuesday, from 5:30-6:30 pm (Family Life Center)

Zumba takes the "work" out of workout, by mixing lowintensity and high-intensity moves for an interval-style,
calorie-burning dance fitness party. Kris Farnsworth,
licensed Zumba instructor.
Standard "workout wear" with basic sneakers and
bring a bottle of water! Class is $4 per person.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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OPEN TABLES

Sharing Food & Faith
Potluck Dinner Dates & Locations:
November 6, 2016 – Boston Ave UMC
     1301 S. Boston – Tulsa
January 8, 2017 –  Jewish Federation
     2021 E 71st  -  Tulsa
March 26, 2017 – Masjid al-Salam, IST
     4620 S. Irvington Ave - Tulsa
During the course of the year, three potluck dinners
will be held to share dinner and dialogue. Participants
will be seated at tables with people from other faith
groups. The dinners will be held on Sundays at 5:30
pm They are pot luck, so everyone is asked to bring:
•A favorite dish to share
•An open mind
•Respect for those of different traditions
•A readiness to dialogue
For more information or to sign up for Open Tables,
contact Kevin Howe, kevin@hacctulsa.org or Vicky
Langston (918-232-5332) revguyo@cox.net.

DISCIPLES WOMEN
Please join us
for dessert, coffee, fellowship
and discussion.
Jean Jolly will host the group.
Barbara Crider will lead our study of
Lavish Hospitality in the Bible:
Under the Shelter of my Roof

Fall Festival

The annual Fall Festival was a huge success with over 140 children and their families
participating – easily more than 400 people!  It was a beautiful expression of hospitality
to our community and well worth every bit of effort it takes to put it on!
Many, many thanks to the team who coordinated the Fall Festival! Caren Gerkin,
lead; Ashley Pease & Ashley Doyle, games; Staci Pennington, crafts & face painting;
Valerie Kendall & Jan Kendall, decorations; Clint Briggs & Stephanie Briggs, hay ride;
Sue Phillips, Route 66 Photo Booth; and Marcia Whitaker, kitchen coordinator.
Thank you to ALL of the volunteers – (youth
and adults!) who staffed games, helped in the kitchen,
greeted, set up & cleaned up. Even with adding 5 brand
new games, we had enough help to run two shifts for
all the activities & crafts!   Special thanks also to the
Disciples Class who made a generous contribution
toward the food we offered to the community!  Last but
not least – thank you to all who donated prizes, toys and
candy – the kids had plenty!

For more great
pictures of the Fall
Festival,
follow
us on the HACC
Facebook. page

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Stewardship Series Launches Sunday
Pay it forward. The phrase has been thrown around a bit
in American culture.   Benjamin Franklin once loaned a
man in need some money and he said, “I do not pretend
to give such a deed. I only lend it to you. When you meet
with another honest man in similar distress as you, you
must pay me by lending this sum to him.” Pay it forward.
The three-word phrase is first attributed, however, to Lili
Hardy Hammond who coined the idea in her 1916 book
The Garden of Delight.  A movie bearing the same title
came out in 2000 with the lead line, “When someone does
you a good deed, don’t pay it back, pay it forward.” There
is a Pay It Forward foundation and even a Pay It Forward
day, April 30.  The concept is not new.  The sentiment is
simple but apparently not all that easy.  Why?  With the joy
that comes in offering a gift to another with zero strings
attached, why isn’t the idea second nature?   Perhaps we
fear not having enough.  Perhaps we get lost in our own
needs and miss seeing the opportunities to give all around
us.  But… what if?  What if we made Pay it Forward our
daily practice?  As people of faith, what if we paid God’s
love forward?  Could we change the world?  There may be
only one way to find out.  Join us for worship in November
as we consider that very possibility.   

This Sunday!
What Do I Owe?
"I am a debtor both to
Greeks and to barbarians,
both to the wise and to the
foolish.” (Romans 1:14)  
It may be the most awkward question in the English
language: “What do I owe?” We often ask after we’ve
received something of value.   We are uncertain of the
cost but assume it might be significant – after all, what
we received was certainly significant.  But then, shocking
words: “Nothing. You owe nothing.”   Somehow, in our
astonishment of such a gift, our primary feeling is not
obligation but a great desire to not simply give fair-market
value but give extravagantly.  Perhaps such is the gift of
the Gospel to us.  Might we pay it forward?  Join us at 9:00
or 11:00 AM this Sunday as Mark Briley launches a new
sermon series, “Pay it Forward,” with a message entitled,
“What Do I Owe?”  (Romans 1:8-17)

THIS WEEKEND, NOVEMBER 6, 2 AM

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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World-Changers
When I first was invited to consider being part of the staff team at Harvard Avenue, I came to Tulsa, and spent
a few days meeting people. They had questions of me, I had questions of them, I’d never been here and was
given a great tour … all that great stuff that happens when these things … happen.
And even before I left … sitting in the car at the airport for 30 minutes before I finally got out to depart … I said
“It’s like, without even really saying it, they just look at each other and know ‘We are going to do whatever we
have to do to be the people God has called us to be.’”
And here we are, four years (and a month) after we landed together … and that is still how I describe you when
I’m asked: Tell me about your church.
It’s the ‘oh yeah definitely’ when you ask for someone to stand at a door as a greeter.
It’s the ‘you tell them I’ve got it covered’ when a child says they’re scared and you wonder how to help.
It’s the ‘we are happy to help’ when you realize that you need tables and chairs set up for a thing tomorrow and
your usual person who does it, can’t.
It’s the ‘we’ll be there’ when you need someone to step in for an absent teacher, deacon, or elder.
It’s the ‘I’ve never done this before, but show me what you need’ when there are decorations to create or events
to arrange or plans to make.
It’s the ‘do you have a number so I can call and check in’ when that person who sits a few rows over from you
hasn’t been in a few weeks.
The world is not only changed by those who do great things, but as the blessed Mother Teresa reminded us, by
those who do ‘small things with great love’.
Thank you for being those world-changers. Thank you for letting me be one of your pastors. Thank you to a
God who calls us to be more than we can possibly dream, and equips us for those dreams with more than we
can ask or imagine. Thank you.

The world is not only changed by those who do great things,
but as the blessed Mother Teresa reminded us, by those who do
'small things with great love'.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Home

The last article I wrote for this column began with the line, “I’m going to China.”  Well, I did.  And I’m home.  
Truthfully, I’m not certain what day it is having only arrived in Tulsa hours ago and, through the magic of time zones,
travelled home from the future experiencing October 30th twice.  The advice is to live on Tulsa time as quickly as
possible, powering through the jet lag and nap temptations so that my mind, body, and spirit can adjust as quickly as
possible.  So, I’m back living on Tulsa time and grateful for all that the word “home” embodies.  
Two weeks in China with the Week of Compassion delegation was truly
transformative.  Jet lag is one thing.  Sensory overload is another.  I’m still
soaking in the sights, sounds, smells, and soul of all that our delegation
experienced.  Whether it’s a cloudy, sleep deprived mind writing this article or
the need for my soul to steady before the spilling of my experiences in China I
cannot be certain.  I trust the stories will come and I will excitedly share with
you the movement of Christ in Chinese cities of 30 million residents as well
as small Chinese villages who laid eyes on foreigners for the first time.  A
102-year-old woman came out to welcome us in one such village and touched
our faces with such intrigue – the first Americans she ever met.  
We walked the muddy dirt roads of HIV/AIDS villages witnessing the economic and
spiritual hope Week of Compassion offers in the gifts of goats to each family.  We walked
the orchards planted through our donations that quadruple the income of small communities
over the wheat crops they were harvesting before. I spoke to eager seminarians who
benefited from book donations our denomination
offered to equip their libraries. I held hands with
differently-abled children whose mothers in a
one-child limit society (recently changed to two)
just want their children to find a happy niche in
the world, like I desire for my own children.  I
stood in Nanjing next to a larger than life statue
of one of our Disciples of Christ missionaries who served bravely to save
lives during the Japanese invasion of World War II. I heard the names of
five other DoC missionaries spoken aloud by a tour guide in the Nanjing
Massacre Museum.  The President of the largest hospital in China met with our group paying homage to a number
of those missionaries who helped launch that hospital years before. He said (via translation), “You are home here.
You are us. We are you.” … home.  
It is good to be home.  I can’t wait to see you, catch up, and re-engage in our efforts on the home front.  What I have
learned, however, is that home is expansive.  Jesus said “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am
among them.”  I have long felt the comfort of this reality in churches I have served and among friends of the faith.  
I can easily say I have experienced this truth in China as well.  Wherever people of faith gather – across language
barriers, oceans, and status of any kind – Christ is at home.  I am tremendously grateful to be home among you.  I
also give thanks for the home I discovered among the faith-filled brothers and sisters who made room for me in
China.  May you find home-in-Christ often and always wherever you may be. There is nothing sweeter.  Here’s to
home!   
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org

The WELCOME MAT (USPS 736-590) is published semi-monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at
5502 S Harvard, Ave. Tulsa, OK 74135-3859. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK.  POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The WELCOME MAT, 5502 S Harvard Ave., Tulsa, OK 74135-3859

Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Handbell Choir Director – Jerome Robinson

Welcome Mat Deadline

Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article
deadline is November 15 before noon.

Sign up
for the Flower
Calendar!
Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org.  (If you take
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the
church within the week. Thank you.)
We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Sunday Attendance
October 23: Rising – 111; Traditional – 137; Total – 248
October 30: Rising – 134; Traditional – 169; Total – 303

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. Article deadlines for
2016 are: November 15; December 6, 20. E-mail articles to betsey@
hacctulsa.org by noon on those Tuesdays.
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Nov. 3	  HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
	  Gospel of John Study, 6 pm
	  United Campus Ministries Dinner, 6:30 pm
Nov. 4	  High School Fall Retreat, thru Nov. 6
Nov. 7	  Be Here Event, 6:30 pm
Nov. 8	  Introduction to Spanish, 6:30 pm
Nov. 11	  Pastor's Class for Grown Ups, 5:30 pm
	     (Temple Israel)
Nov. 10	  Gospel of John Study, 6:00 pm
Nov. 11	  Parents Night Out, 6:00-10:00 pm
Nov. 13	  Next Man Up 7-Minute Serve, 12:15 pm
Nov. 14	  Mom and Me Parenting Class, 6:30 pm
Nov. 15	  Newsletter Deadline, noon
	  Introduction to Spanish, 6:30 pm
	  Ministry Team Leaders Meeting, 7:00 pm

