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Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Thanksgiving Dinner

Sunday, November 20
5:00 pm

And, don't forget:

Please bring a side dish to share!
A-D: Potato Dish
E-J: Salad
K-Q: Corn/Green Beans/Veggies
R-Z: Dessert

Pie & Dessert Auction
to support HACC Youth Ministry!

Office Hours:

8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Friday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, December 6, before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

BLOOD DRIVE
COMING!
DECEMBER 21
4 TO 7 PM

Tickets are $5 each or
$20 family maximum
For reservations, please
E-mail courtney@hacctulsa.org
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Be Loved!
Youth Events

Thanksgiving Dinner/Ski Trip Fundraiser
At 5:00 pm on Sunday, November 20, the church will have the annual Thanksgiving celebration. Dinner will be
in the Family Life Center in conjunction with a Pie & Dessert Auction, the only Youth ministry ski trip fundraiser.
The cost of this year’s trip will be around $615 for skiers, $315 for non-skiers. Because that is a lot of money, we
will try to raise some of it by auctioning some delicious baked goods just in time for the holiday, as well as a few
big ticket items. So, please make plans to join us for a great evening of fellowship and dinner, and don’t forget your
checkbook.
Day Center Meal December 4th
The youth will serve their 5th and final Day Center meal on Sunday December 4. We will meet at the church at 3:00
pm to cook a meal to be served at the Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless. We will drive to the Day Center, serve
the meal, and then go grab a bite to eat for ourselves. Day Center meals are a fantastic opportunity for our youth to
spend time together as well as give back to our local community.
Grace & Peace, Colt
918-691-6525
colt@hacctulsa. org

Harvard Avenue Christian Church
to Host Tulsa Festival Ringers on December 5
Tulsa Festival Ringers, Tulsa's community handbell ensemble, will present
Christmas Moments, a variety of Christmas tunes and carols. The group will be
ringing five octaves of English handbells and six octaves of chimes. Come enjoy the
unique sound of handbells at 7:00 pm on Monday, December 5, in the sanctuary.
Tulsa Festival Ringers, Inc., Tulsa's only auditioned community handbell
ensemble, is more than a musical novelty; it is an ensemble of musicians who specialize in handbell ringing. The
members are handbell directors and ringers from various churches throughout the Tulsa area who want to share
their love of music and handbells.
Formed in the spring of 1991 to attend a handbell festival in San Antonio, Texas, Tulsa Festival Ringers have
been ringing for audiences everywhere from their concerts right here in Tulsa to handbell festivals in Texas and
Arizona.
They are dedicated to education, entertaining and promoting their musical art. They have performed with the
Tulsa Philharmonic, OK Sinfonia, and Signature Symphony at TCC, at Tulsa Ballet events, on Six in the Morning
and Good Morning Oklahoma, at PAC Brown-Bag-It concerts, and on a Christmas television special.

This Sunday! Pay it Forward: What Can I Give?
What can I give back to God for the blessings he’s poured out on me?” (Psalm 116:12)
Have you ever known a person who is always generous? They may or may not
have the most material possessions. They may, in fact, have very few resources.
Regardless, they have a spirit that seems to know a great truth that few have seemingly
discovered. What is that truth? Can we embody it too? We just might discover that very truth in Psalm 116. Join
us for worship at 9 or 11 am as Mark Briley concludes our stewardship series, Pay it Forward.
* See Mark's article (p. 7) for instruction about the paper hearts you received!*
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Be Loved!

About the Church!

New Members:
Jerry and DeAnn McArtor joined Harvard Avenue CC on
Sunday, November 6, 2016. They are former members of
HACC and have returned. We are delighted to have them
back. We missed getting a picture, so we'll add that later.

Blue Christmas Service
The calendar, and the change of season, has a way
of altering moods and perspectives. The holiday season
holds such nostalgia and attachment in our memories.
While the cultural sense and Advent-leaning drives us
toward the joyous spirit of the season, we are not always
personally in such a place to receive the joy so readily.
Our sense of loss, in particular, can be overly present
in our spirits at this time. Loss comes in many forms:
death, divorce, estrangement, employment, illness of
mind, body, or spirit. Whatever the case may be, your
church recognizes this season can be emotionally and
spiritually difficult.
One way we honor such a reality is by affording time,
space, word, song, scripture, communion, and candle
lighting centered around the losses we feel more deeply
this time of year. On Tuesday, December 13, at 6:30
pm, HACC will host our annual Blue Christmas Service.
The service provides space to grieve, remember, support
friends who are struggling, and lean on Christ within our
community for a hopeful future. Please join us, whether
for the needs of your own spirit, in solidarity with others
who are struggling, or both. Invite a friend who may need
such a space as well. “The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

Looking Ahead to the Holidays
With November half over, it's time to plan for the Advent
and Christmas seasons. Here's a peek at what's ahead.
Sunday, November 20
HACC Annual Thanksgiving Dinner with Pie and
Dessert Auction, 5:00 pm – for the whole family
E-mail courtney@hacctulsa.org for tickets
Thursday, November 24
Happy Thanksgiving! –
Office closed November 23, 24, & 25
Monday, December 5
Tulsa Festival Ringers Christmas Concert, 7:00 pm
Come enjoy a Christmas concert with Tulsa's only
auditioned handbell ensemble (Sanctuary)
Thursday, December 8
Disciple Women's Luncheon, 12:30 pm. (Chapel)
Next Man Up/Yuletide Strikes, 6:30 pm (at Andy B's)
Sunday, December 11
An Unplugged Christmas, Children's Musical, 4:00 pm
Tuesday, December 13
Blue Christmas – a service for those who are struggling
to find the joy of the season, 6:30 pm (Chapel)
Sunday, December 18
Christmas in Tune III, 9:00 am worship
Christmas Cantata, 11:00 am worship
Christmas Concert, 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 7
Blood Drive – 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Blood donations always seem to be needed more
during the holidays.
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services,
Family 4:00; Traditional 5:30; Chapel 11:00 pm
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day worship (one service), 11:00 am
Sunday,January 1, 2017
News Year's Day worship (one service), 11:00 am
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Believe!

There are two things you can learn about life from the weather in Oklahoma.
First, the world outside your window can turn on a dime. A day can start
beautiful, and end with your trees down and parts of your roof spread all over
the neighborhood. In Oklahoma it can be warm and sunny in the morning,
storming at noon, and by dinnertime your kids will be asking if they can go
out to build a snowman. In other words, the way things look right now doesn’t
necessarily tell you much about how they’ll look tomorrow, or even an hour from now. That’s
the first thing you can learn about life from the weather here. One minute you’re riding high, with the wind at your
back and the sun overhead, and in the space of an hour you can find yourself in a pretty dark place.
There’s something else you’ll learn about life from the weather in Oklahoma: when the storms arrive, you can
be certain your fellow “Oklahomies” won’t be far behind. When bad things happen, people here will help you
weather the storm and rebuild (it also helps to keep Dave Jones and his ServPro team on speed dial!). The goal of
this year’s Stewardship Month is for each of us in the HACC community to reflect on the ways we have experienced
God’s grace in the storms of life, and respond with gratitude for the ways he carries us through. In my experience,
the chief vehicle of that grace has been my “HACChomies” – my Christian brothers and sisters who have also been
carried by their Christian brothers and sisters through the storms in their own lives, and are now always ready to
“pay God’s love forward” in the lives of others. I saw this grace so clearly three years ago when my wife Faith
landed in the hospital with a heart infection after our son Blaise was born. One minute things were great: Tabitha
and Soren (our two oldest kids) were happy and healthy, and my wife was recovering fantastically after delivering
a healthy baby boy. The next minute I was rushing Faith to the hospital, wondering if she was going to make it,
and how I might care for a five year old, a two year old, and a newborn by myself. The entire experience was just
like those two things you learn from the weather in Oklahoma. The storm arrived without warning, and just as
quickly I found my family buffered and sheltered by my Christian neighbors (a.k.a., God’s grace). In the hours after
we rushed her to the hospital, I thought my phone as going to melt from all the calls and text messages I received
offering help and encouragement. Our kids were immediately snapped up in the care of people who made sure
Tab, Soren, and Blaise knew how much they were loved. I can’t even count all the meals that arrived at our house.
I’ll finish with a excerpt from an email I wrote to the Explorers Class a couple of
days into Faith’s stay in the hospital.
“Hi Explorers,
… I want to thank you all for the love and support you guys have shown. At
various times today as folks offered to watch the kids, bring things for Faith, pray
for us, etc., I found myself thinking about something Paul wrote to the Philippian
Church. The particulars of your generosity may differ, but the sentiment of the
writers is the same:
"Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles… you sent me aid more than once when I was in
need. Not that I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. I have received
full payment and have more than enough… [your gifts] are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice,
pleasing to God. And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen." (Philippians 4:14-20 NIV)
							
Thanks guys for having our back, Kyle (Simmons)
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!

HACC Children's Ministry presents

HACC Disciple Women

Christmas Luncheon

Thursday, December 8

12:30 pm

Please bring a salad or dessert to share.
RSVP to Lynn Fisher at lynn@hacctulsa.org

HARVARD AVENUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

CHANCEL CHOIR
presents

Sing Noel!

a Christmas Cantata

December 18 11:00 am & 7:00 pm

Sunday, December 11,
4:00 pm
in the Chapel

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
Mark your calendars now for the newsletter schedule
for 2017.
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month (in
accordance with US Postal Service regulations). Article
deadlines for 2017 are: January 10, 24; February 7, 21;
March 7, 21; April 11, 25; May 9, 23; June 6 , 20; July
11, 25; August 8, 22; September 12, 26; October 10, 24;
November 7, 14; and December 5 and 19.
The last two publishing dates in 2016 are December
6 and 20. Articles are due in the church office by noon.
You may e-mail articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org or
drop them off at the front office.
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Become!
Inviting You to Join Me
‘Tis the season, right? To prepare our tables for Thanksgiving, our homes for Christmas, our church for the next
year’s ministry, and our budgets for … all of it.
As we do, how can we best prepare our hearts? In a national climate still charged from a divisive election season
… in a local atmosphere of concern over everything from underfunded education to unrelenting earthquakes, from
undeniable privilege to unbelievable need … what are we to do ?
We claim a faith that speaks to hope, wonder, joy, peace … not just in this season but always. Those are not small
words, and those are not incidental texts: they are the heart of the First Testament, and of the gospels, and of the
letters to the earliest churches. In all of these sacred scriptures, we are taken by the shoulders and turned to face the
truth: God calls. God calls us. God calls us to community, to hope, to more than we have been.
But what does that look like in the real life day to day? Here is my very rough start at a very quick list. Please,
please, please, for the love of Jesus (and I mean that) … think about, create, AND ACT ON a list of your own.
I’ve learned that 1 in 4 Oklahoma fourth graders is reading at a proficient level; more than 1 in 3 lack even basic
literacy skills. Reading Partners (students, teachers, parents, community leaders) intends to change that. I have
signed up at a Reading Center, and am eager for my Tutor Orientation just after Thanksgiving. I pray daily for
HACC member, TPS Superintendent Dr Deborah Gist, for her team, and for our local teachers and students, who
are doing more and more every day with fewer and fewer resources. Perhaps I can be one such small resource,
for one student. And I am inviting you to join me in finding ways to support the things in our Tulsa community that
matter to you.
My non-white, non-straight, non-Christian friends …are dealing with threats, attacks, and fear right now. Not the
kind you can ‘get past’ or ‘get over’. Literal, actual, real attacks. And I want them to know that they are loved, where
and as they are … by me, by God, and by my community. So I will continue to say that, to them and to others, and
to work actively for their well-being in the world, in whatever way they most need me to. And I am inviting you to
join me in listening, speaking, and acting in ways that matter, even when it's hard.
The world I live in is a beautiful one, filled with people and experiences that are daily sources of joy and grace …
and at the same time my corner of the world is very isolated and homogenous. It is time for a journey: In January,
I will spend 12 days in Israel, Palestine, and Turkey, as part of an Oklahoma interfaith (Christian, Jewish, Muslim)
study trip, led by some of our state’s preeminent faith leaders. I am honored to have been invited and cannot wait
to share this one-of-a-kind experience with them … and with you. And I am inviting you to join me in praying for
this journey, for its meaning and safety, and for the momentum it will create as we return home to share with you.
So. We have work to do. And we can do it. And we can do it best when we do it together. The gospel of Jesus Christ
– the one whose name we claim as Christians – calls us to nothing less. Will you answer? And who will you invite
to join YOU along the way?

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
Heart to Heart
Our stewardship series, Pay it Forward, comes to a close this Sunday. It happens to be Thanksgiving Sunday – one
of my favorite Sundays of the year. Any day established to direct a community’s vision toward gratitude is a day
that makes us a better community. Sunday will be a full day of worship that encourages gratitude in our singing,
the joy of Christ’s open Table, and an evening of food and fellowship with upwards of 400 members of your HACC
family. I can’t wait!
Bruce Cargill, our Stewardship Team Leader, has truly offered his heart to this campaign. It was a vision that started
working on his spirit early this year and is coming to fruition right before our eyes. I was humbled by his sharing
in worship last Sunday about what HACC has meant to his family through the years. I gravitated most deeply to
his sharing about what you have meant to his children as they were raised in the church. With no biological family
within hundreds of miles, you were surrogate grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, and more. Such is often
the greatest joy Carrie and I share regularly with one another. Without any biological family within several hundred
miles of Tulsa, you have been family to our children as well. We are blessed to have such shining examples of
Christ’s love to influence the spiritual formation of our children. It takes a village and we are thrilled at the faithful
village you have been to our family for the last seven years. Our hearts are certainly invested here.
This Sunday is a day of faith commitments and promises. Your financial pledge is critically important to support
our vision as a faith family in 2017. The growth of our facility, programming, and community reach has included
the stretch of our operating budget the last couple of years, approving deficit budgets knowing such investment was
needed to support the growing vision. Our Finance Team knows that a deficit budget cannot be sustainable every
year and is committed to shrinking that reality in 2017. Your pledge can help us maintain our growing momentum
into the new year. I pray that you’ll join me in stretching our gifts and trusting God to multiply into transformative
ministry what we offer in faith. Our financial support of the work of Christ is indeed a spiritual discipline.
What drives our financial gifts, however, is the state of our hearts. A heart in tune with the Spirit of God has a peace
about priority-giving to the cause of Christ. Matthew 6:21 offers the well-known word: “Where your treasure is,
there your heart will also be.” When you first received word about our campaign in the mail, you received a pledge
card and a paper heart. The two pieces are representative of our material treasures and our spiritual heart. We pray
you hold them together knowing your heart greatly influences the use of your treasure. Along with the submission
of your financial pledge online this week or via hard copy in worship this Sunday, please bring your paper
heart as well. Write on the back of that heart a word, phrase, or sentence about how
you long to pay God’s love forward in the coming year. Bring it with you to place in
the offering plate in worship. Those hearts will then be displayed as sign and symbol
of our hopes and promises for 2017.
My friends – life is sweet and fragile and hard and mysterious. The gifts of Christ
and church family, however, add the greatest meaning to each and every moment
along the way. Thank you for sharing your heart and your treasure. As one goes,
so does the other. See you on Sunday!
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Handbell Choir Director – Jerome Robinson

Welcome Mat Deadline

Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article
deadline is December 6 before noon.

Sign up
for the Flower
Calendar!
Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org. (If you take
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the
church within the week. Thank you.)
We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Sunday Attendance
November 6: Rising – 152; Traditional – 220; Total – 372
November 13: Rising – 173; Traditional – 176; Total – 349

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. Article deadlines for
2016 are: December 6, 20. E-mail articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org
by noon on those Tuesdays.
Nov. 20
Nov. 23
Nov. 24
Nov. 25
Dec. 1
Dec. 4
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 9
Dec. 11
Dec. 18

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Thanksgiving Dinner & Pie and Dessert
Auction, 5 pm
Office Closed
Happy Thanksgiving! Office Closed
Office Closed
HACC Bridge Group, 1 pm
Day Center for Homeless, 5 pm
Tulsa Festival Ringers Concert, 7 pm
Newsletter Deadline, 12 noon
Blood Drive, 4 to 7 pm
Disciple Women Lunch, 12:30 pm
Parents Night Out, 6 to 10 pm
Children's Christmas Musical, 4 pm
Christmas in Tune III, 9 am; Christmas Cantata
11 am; Christmas Cantata Concert, 7 pm

