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Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

Holiday Schedule at a Glance
Thursday, December 8

Disciple Women's Luncheon, 12:30 pm (Chapel)
Next Man Up/Yuletide Strikes, 6:30 pm (at Andy B's)

Sunday, December 11
An Unplugged Christmas, Children's Musical
4:00 pm

Tuesday, December 13

Blue Christmas – 6:30 pm (Chapel)

Sunday, December 18

Christmas in Tune III, 9:00 am worship
Christmas Cantata, 11:00 am worship
Christmas Concert, 7:00 pm

Wednesday, December 21

Blood Drive – 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Saturday, December 24

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion Services
Family 4:00; Traditional 5:30; Chapel 11:00 pm

Sunday, December 25

8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Friday

Christmas Day worship
one service, 11:00 am

Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, December 20, before noon

Sunday, January 1, 2017

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

BLOOD DRIVE
COMING!
DECEMBER 21
4 TO 7 PM

News Year's Day worship
one service, 11:00 am
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Be Loved!
Youth Events

Youth Christmas Party – December 21st – 6-9p:
This year we will be doing our Christmas party at the
Rhynes house, at 6 pm on Wednesday, December 21, and
partying till 9 pm or so. I’m providing the beverages.
All you need to bring is something tasty to eat and a
$10 wrapped gift. As always, friends are welcome, just
make sure they bring a $10 wrapped gift so they can
participate in the gift exchange. Our Christmas parties
are always a blast with lots of food and ridiculous
traditions, so plan to join us and kick off the Christmas
Season in style.
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa. org

Last year's Christmas group pauses the fun for a pic!

What to give, what to give…
The season of Advent is a time in the liturgical
calendar set aside for prayer, study, and meditation.
It is supposed to prepare us spiritually for Christmas.
On the other hand, this same time period, roughly
from Black Friday to Christmas, annually accounts for
30%-40% of retail sales. Many people benefit from
seasonal employment opportunities in sales, service,
and shipping. Less reputable people take advantage of
our trusting nature to enrich themselves. Con artists,
internet hackers, parking-lot poachers, and porch pirates
all try to become the ‘Grinch that stole your Christmas’.
This whole thing started with God’s perfect gift
of His Son to the people of earth. This was followed
by the Magi, or Wise Men, travelling a vast distance
to bring precious gifts to present to the newborn King.
Since then, the practice of gift-giving at Christmastime
has become embedded in our culture. We all struggle to
come up with the ‘perfect gift’ for those we know and
love.
During this season, people are more likely to engage
in volunteer service opportunities. They are quick to
share their musical gifts in concerts and caroling. They
will prepare and share food with others. The amount of

anonymous giving also rises dramatically during this
season. The idea of dropping money into a Salvation
Army bell ringer’s kettle gives us a little glow. Taking
an ‘angel’ from the Grimes giving tree in Peake
Commons and returning the gift to the tree makes us
feel warm and fuzzy. This type of ‘stealth giving’- to
those truly in need, coming from God only knows
who- is part of what makes the season special.
On Wednesday, December 21, from 4:00-7:00
pm, our church will be hosting its final blood drive of
2016. It is a great chance to do something really special
for some folks you’ll never meet. This is an incredibly
hectic time of year and many good-hearted people let
this slide off their ‘to do lists’. The need for donated
blood doesn’t tail off at Christmas, it actually rises.
Please give prayerful consideration to joining in this
giving ministry. You can make an appointment at the
Welcome Center or at obi.org. If you don’t get around
to reserving a time, drop in anyway! Eat and drink well
that day and remember to bring your photo ID. The
process usually takes about an hour. Make Christmas
special this year, both for you and the recipients. Give
the gift of life- it’s perfect!
-Rick Langenheim for the Outreach Team

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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About the Church!
New Members:

Here's a picture of Jerry
& DeAnn McArtor.
We missed getting their
picture on November 7
when they joined.

Don & Jo Ann Apt
joined on November 20,
2016. Please make them
all feel welcome.

Blue Christmas Service
On Tuesday, December 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the HACC
Chapel, a gathering will take place. It’s not just any gathering
of course. It is a night of worship. Those who gather may
be struggling with the thought of facing Christmas without
a loved one. There may be one who can’t find a job and
another who feels trapped in the one they have. Another
may be struggling with a chronic illness that robs them of
much joy this time of year. Someone may be grieving a
recent divorce, a separation, or a strained relationship of
some kind. Another yet may be there with a friend who
seldom attends church of any kind but is going through a
rough patch and was invited to join us for a quiet, reflective
evening. Where is God in the midst of all of life’s greatest
struggles? We often wonder… and we’ll sit with those
questions that night at our annual Blue Christmas service.
Plan to be with us. Invite another to join you. Christ will
meet us there.

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
Mark your calendars now with the 2017 newsletter schedule.
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month (in accordance
with US Postal Service regulations). Article deadlines for 2017 are:
January 10, 24; February 7, 21; March 7, 21; April 11, 25; May 9,
23; June 6 , 20; July 11, 25; August 8, 22; September 12, 26; October
10, 24; November 7, 14; and December 5 and 19.
The last two publishing dates in 2016 are December 6 and 20.
Articles are due in the church office by noon. You may e-mail articles
to betsey@hacctulsa.org or drop them off at the front office.

Here's our happy Newsletter crew: Jim & Glenda Womack, Jane
Bauchmoyer and Bonney Clark. We could use a few more volunteers
twice a month (only four months of the year). If you would like to
be part of the fun, please email betsey@hacctulsa.org. Thanks!
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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HACC Staff Team Retirements
“Retirement” is a loaded word. The accepted Webster definition is simply, “the action or fact of leaving one's
job and ceasing to work.” Ask any retiree and you know leaving and ceasing don’t adequately cover the reality.
Retirement covers a range of emotions for everyone touched by the decision and marks a significant transition into a
new phase of life. Betsey Owen and Lynn Fisher, two beloved members of our HACC Staff, are preparing to make
this transition in the coming weeks.
Twenty years ago, Betsey Owen entered life at HACC as our Administrative and Communications
Director. That is two decades of newsletter articles, bulletins for worship, special events, and to
honor beloved saints of our church who have passed away. Her voice has been HACC’s “Hello”
to the world for more than 7,300 days and she has welcomed and cared for thousands of people
entering our facility across that same span. Betsey served alongside four senior pastors, six
music directors, six associate pastors, four youth directors, three children’s ministry directors,
five finance managers, various music leaders and custodial services. She has lived with us
through major building remodels, renovations, and complete rebuilds. “The pastors, the staff,
the people,” wrote Owen, “have all contributed to my growth in knowledge and skills. I will be forever grateful
for being allowed to work in this fabulous place.” Considering this great shift on the staff team, Lead Pastor, Mark
Briley said, “Betsey’s congregational history and wisdom of the ins and outs of all things HACC was priceless when
I joined the effort in 2009. She’s been a constant and consistent presence through and through, holding our busy
and multi-directional office together in remarkable ways.”
Lynn Fisher is retiring, for the second time, from her position as Finance Manager serving a total
of seven years on staff. She was eagerly welcomed back to the role in 2012 knowing her gift
of experience and matchless integrity were a great fit for our team. “You can’t understate how
important it is to have a trusted and reliable person managing the daily finances of a growing
organization. Lynn has been such a gift to our team and our congregation, working tirelessly
to keep us focused on the growth of our mission. Her faithfulness to the cause has always been
with an ‘above and beyond’ spirit,” said Briley. “Lynn and Betsey have been a dynamic duo and
we will greatly miss all they bring to our team.”
HACC’s Personnel and Finance Teams are navigating a plan to restructure our administrative department in light of
these retirement decisions. Betsey and Lynn have graciously offered to stay engaged in their roles until new team
members are hired allowing for a smooth and healthy transition.
Please express your gratitude for the ways these two special people have guided and shaped our ministry at HACC.
A retirement celebration is being planned and will be held in the new year when a more specific transition timeline
is established. We pray tremendous blessings upon each woman for all retirement will come to mean for them and
their families. We look forward to the joy we’ll have of seeing them at HACC in ongoing ways.

Armor of God Bible Study...SIGN UP TODAY!

Starting to plan for next year already? Priscilla Shirer’s Armor of God will be a seven week Bible Study allowing
us time to learn to be strong in The LORD and in the strength of His might. The study starts January 19 and runs 7
consecutive Thursdays ending on March 2. We will meet in the Believer’s classroom upstairs at 12 noon. Books are
available at the Peake Commons Welcome Center for $13 (checks made payable to HACC). You can pick up your
book today and pay on January 19th. Jessica Dyer will facilitate this class (jessica@hacctulsa.org).
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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HACC Children's Ministry presents HARVARD AVENUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
CHANCEL CHOIR
presents

Sing Noel!

a Christmas Cantata

December 18
11:00 am & 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 11,
4:00 pm (Sanctuary)

followed by a Cocoa & Cookie Reception
in Peake Commons

Celebration in Peake Commons with a
Coffee & Cookie Reception after 7 pm

Christmas in Tune III

On Sunday morning, December 18, during our 9:00 Rising worship, we will
be doing our "Christmas In Tune" service again for the third year in a row! This
all music service features a mix of both alternative Christmas songs and different
versions of traditional Christmas songs. We have special guest D'Ann Hargrove
back to play piano for us again this year and she is fantastic!
Anyone who knows me pretty well knows that Christmas is hands down my
favorite time of year, so needless to say the band and I are pumped! We have been
working so hard to bring this music to life and we can't wait to share it with you. The
message and spirit of hope through the birth of Jesus Christ is so important and I
love that we together as a church get to promote and celebrate it with unique music!
See you on the 18th at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.
						
Isaac Herbert, Rising Band Leader
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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THAT TIME
Remember that time we did that thing? That was the best.
The holiday season seems to be that time we do those things … whether longstanding family traditions, or things
that you thing are just random things to do that somehow become the thing you do every year, or those very
special and unique opportunities to see and do things in new ways.
This season at Harvard Avenue is not different. It is that time to do that awesome thing
You can, quite literally, MAKE WORSHIP HAPPEN in (at least) three ways this season. (There are many many
more, but I only get one page here!) There will be a part for everyone, at every age.
SYNC IT!
For our Family Christmas Eve service (4pm), WE NEED YOUR HELP. Grab your smartphone (or
video recorder of some kind) … take 10-15 seconds … and lip sync your favorite Christmas song.
Emphasis here is FUN, not PITCH, soooo … dress up, crank the tunes, flash the lights, and be part of
a Lip Sync Battle for the ages. (Okay, not really a battle, because … Christmas, Baby Jesus, peace on
earth and all that.) Get your friends, family, kids, grandkids. Have some fun. Text or email (courtney@
hacctulsa.org) the video to me by Monday December 19.
DO IT!
Christmas Morning (11am), COME AS YOU ARE. Sweat pants, PJs, robe and slippers, ugly Christmas
sweater, whatever ya want (well, within reason). We’ll have one worship service, no Sunday School,
and it’s Bring Your Own Coffee day! HACC member (and pastor/author) Diana Booren has helped us
create an incredibly fun, meaningful, intergenerational, interactive experience that will help us DO
Christmas together. You’ll want to be here, and be part! (And, if you have a photo of a baby dedication
–yours, your kids' or grandkids' – text or send it to me to use in the morning's story telling!)

MAP IT!
New Year’s Morning (11am), join us in the Family Life Center. Even if you’re still in Saturday night’s
party hat, you’ll want to be with us for worship (again, one service, no Sunday School, and BYOC!).
We’ll have some fun around tables, with maps, and lights, and music, and our church family, of all
ages. We’ll talk about (literally) where we’ve been, where we’re going, and what God has to do with it.
Remember that time we did that thing? I can’t wait!

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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THE Annunciation
The scripture passage for this coming Sunday is often referred to as “the annunciation” or announcement. THE
annunciation sounds like it should be said the way proud football players talk about playing for THE Ohio State
University. It seems so prestigious, and in this case, I suppose it is. In a time before fancy ‘save-the-dates’ and
Shutterfly created modern day announcement magic there were angels who showed up, cleared their throats and
said, “Hey – something important is about to happen and I want you to know about it.” Shutterfly has a big holiday
discount on their Christmas cards right now. This may be a more financially feasible way to get the word out but
I’d take the angel if possible. “Don’t be afraid, Mark! Something hard, albeit important, is about to happen. We
want you to participate. You game?” Mary had a couple of follow up questions when the angel Gabriel made THE
annunciation but basically she consented. “I’m in.” I hope I would come to the same conclusion. I pray so every day
of my life. How about you? You in?
Every mid-December we start to get reflective about 2016. We think about the things we did and the people we did
them with. We recall the hard moments and moments that weren’t as hard as we thought they would be. We remember
the time we chose to give instead of receive and how that made us feel. We consider the forgiveness someone offered
us and the forgiveness we may still need to offer another before the year is through. We also begin to consider how
all of this might shape our lives in the new year. How will we be more disciplined? More generous? Less stressed?
More peaceable? Whatever you’re dwelling on at this point in the season take a moment to consider the angel’s
annunciation as if it were directed at you. “Hey there. Something big needs to happen. God’s on top of it but would
like you to participate. You in?” May we be as bold and brave as Mary and respond, “Let it be with me according to
your word. I’m in.”

This Sunday!
A Stable Influence: JOY
“Then Mary said, ‘Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your
word.’”

Thank you to the Tulsa Festival
Ringers and Jerome Robinson
for the wonderful Christmas
concert presented on Monday,
December 5 in the HACC
Sanctuary. Even the Grinch
made an appearance!

Do you ever think we should sing, “Stress to the world, the
Lord has come”? We're so stressed by trying to live right,
eat right, think right, act right, speak right, parent right,
exercise right, look right - that we've forgotten the joy of
Jesus. Christmas is to be a time of celebration, not stress.
Are you refusing joy this season? Join us at 9:00 or 11:00
a.m. for worship this Sunday as Mark Briley continues the
sermon series, “A Stable Influence.” Time to re-claim joy!
(Luke 1:26-38)
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
Resident Musician & Director of Music for
Children and Youth: Catherine Ratliff – catherine@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Handbell Choir Director – Jerome Robinson

Welcome Mat Deadline

Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org, drop them by
the church office or fax them to 918-742-5501. The next article
deadline is December 20 before noon.

Sign Up Now for
the 2017 Flower
Calendar
Thanks to all who give flower arrangements for
Sunday morning worship. For $75, you can celebrate
a special occasion or honor a loved one, with flowers
professionally arranged and delivered weekly. You can
select your week on the "flower calendar" with Betsey
Owen (918-742-5509; betsey@hacctulsa.org. (If you take
the flowers home with you, please return the vase to the
church within the week. Thank you.)
We also have a "Flower" notebook in the front
office and you can sign up for any Sunday of the year.

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Sunday Attendance
November 20: Rising – 130; Traditional – 194; Total – 324
November 27: Rising – 142; Traditional – 204; Total – 346
December 4: Rising – 165; Traditional – 229; Total – 394
The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2016
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The next article
deadline is: December 20. E-mail articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org
by noon on those Tuesdays.

Dec. 8
Dec. 9
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 21
Dec. 24

Dec. 25
Dec. 28
Jan. 1

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Disciple Women Lunch, 12:30 pm
Parents Night Out, 6 to 10 pm
Children's Christmas Musical, 4 pm
Christmas in Tune III, 9 am; Christmas Cantata
11 am; Christmas Cantata Concert, 7 pm
Blood Drive, 4 to 7 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services
Family – 4:00 pm
Traditional – 5:30 pm
Chapel – 11:00 pm
Christmas Day worship, 11:00 am (one service)
Youth Ski Trip, through January 1
New Year's Day worship, 11:00 am (one service)
Day Center for Homeless Meal, 5:00 pm

