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Congregational Meeting –
This Sunday at 10:00 AM

At this annual gathering of the HACC family, important words are shared
and decisions made. How did we carry out our vision successfully in
2016? What are the challenges we face in the new year? What financial
resources will empower us, or not, to meet the growing reach of the
ministry we share? Join us this Sunday at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary to
hear the “State of the Church” address and vote on the budget proposal
for 2017.

SOUPER BOWL
OF CARING

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Friday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, February 7, before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

HACC PartnerTrip
to Nicaragua
Deposit is due NOW.
Questions?
kevin@hacctulsa.org

The HACC Youth will collect donations
for the "Souper Bowl of Caring" beginning
Sunday, January 29. You can help support
this mission effort by bringing canned goods
and non-perishable food items (and/or cash
donations) during the week of January 29 February 5. The proceeds will benefit Iron Gate, a soup kitchen and grocery
pantry located in downtown Tulsa (501 S. Cincinnati).
As stated on their website, Iron Gate's mission is simple. "We feed the hungry
of Tulsa—every day. We feed people in three ways, through our soup kitchen,
grocery pantry and Kids Pantry. We call those who eat at Iron Gate our “guests”
because we invite them to eat with us. Our philosophy is we are all guests on this
earth and guests treat one another with courtesy, kindness and respect."
Their vision is "to be a friendly, welcoming place where all are greeted with a
smile—a place of comfort and wholesome food, and a temporary respite from the
major problems awaiting our guests outside our gates—unemployment, poverty,
health care, shelter, transportation and more."
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Youth Events

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School: 10–11am – Youth Center (upstairs). We begin with prayer in one large group. We then split into
middle school and high school for quality time hanging out and in group Bible Study.
Wednesday Nights: 6pm-8pm Middle School, 7 pm-9 pm High School
The youth meet on most Wednesday nights in The Youth Center between 6-9 pm. Our Middle School group has their
free hour between 6-7 pm, while our High School group has their free hour between 8-9 pm. At 7 pm we bring all
of our students together for a time of sharing and prayer then transition to our youth worship space for worship with
the band and a time of teaching.
January
29 – Souper Bowl of Caring

10 – Parents Night Out – 6-10 pm
10-14 – Spring Break Mission Trip – Kansas City

February
1 – OCCJ-Islam – Peace Academy,
4620 S. Irvington Ave, 6:30-8 pm
5 – Souper Bowl of Caring – 2nd Chance
5 – Super Bowl Party, 5:30 pm
8 – OCCJ-Christianity – Boston Ave United Methodist,
1301 S. Boston Ave, 6:30-8 pm
10 – Parents Night Out – 6 – 10 pm
15 – OCCJ-Judaism – Temple Israel
2004 E. 22nd Pl. – 6:30- 8 pm
17 – High School Lock-In – 8 pm-8 am
22 – OCCJ-Service Project – Community Food Bank
1304 N. Kenosha Ave – 6:30-8 pm

April
7 – High School Movie Night – 6-10 pm
7 – Parents Night Out – 6-10 pm
8-10 – Middle School Spring Retreat –
Shepherds Fold Ranch

March
1 – $55 Spring Break Mission Trip Deposit Due
1 – Ash Wednesday Youth

May
3 – Wednesday Night Youth
6-8 pm Middle School;7-9 pm High School
7 – Youth/Senior Sunday
7 – Youth Day Center Meal – 3 pm
12 – Middle School Movie Night 6-10 pm
12 – Parents Night Out – 6 – 10 pm
31 – Beginning of Summer Wednesday Night Youth
6-? pm

June
5 – HACC Summer Ultimate League – 6 pm
Jess, Liam and I are excited for another great spring here at HACC and look forward to spending time with all of you.
If you have any questions, would like more details on any of our upcoming events or a full detailed calendar, please
feel free to give me a call/text/email anytime. Hope to see you soon.
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa. org

HACC
HACC BLOOD
BLOOD DRIVE
DRIVE
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 15
15
4:00
4:00 TO
TO 7:00
7:00 PM
PM

Save
Save time
time –– Go
Go to
to obi.org
obi.org to
to fill
fill out
out
the
the Express
Express Donor
Donor Form
Form
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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About the Church!

New Members:

Welcome to new
members Paul and
Kay Thompson who
joined on January 1,
2017.

Also, joining on January 1, 2017 were Wally and Jo Ann
Barron, and Carrie Kitterman and her grandson Dylan
Henson joined on January 22, 2017. (Pictures to come)

Sympathy for:

Our prayers of sympathy and comfort to the family and
friends of Diana Morrissey, who died late last week,
having entered hospice care. We think especially of her
sister, Dee Hall, and pray for the many who knew and
loved Diana.

“DID YOU KNOW …”
The New Testament has about ….
•500 verses on faith
•500 verses on prayer
•OVER 1,000 verses on GIVING
•19 of Jesus’ 38 parables deal with GIVING
•1/10 of the book of Mathew deals with
STEWARDSHIP and GIVING!
Do you get the idea that “GIVING” was important in
Jesus’ ministry? Perhaps WE should each consider
how our individual plans of GIVING in this NEW
YEAR can be improved upon? After all, it is said
that “the real measure of our wealth is how much
we’d be worth if we lost all of our money.”
		
Bruce Cargill, Stewardship Leader

Bible Reading Resources at HACC
Are you at a loss as to where to start when it comes to
reading the bible? How to pronounce some of the words
and names? Or think God could reveal anything to you
that you would even comprehend? So, why read the
bible? Here are just a few reasons:
Reading God’s word allows us time to slow
down and focus on the promises of scripture
enabling us to take a deep breath and apply
its truths to our lives. We also need to do it
regularly. It is like stored energy. We can
stay afloat throughout the day by making
moment-by-moment withdrawals from the
vast reservoir of spiritual fuel it provides.
Additionally, we gain wisdom by allowing
our lives to be tweaked, taking prompt and
fresh mid-course correction.
Daily bible reading deepens us theologically
providing space for us to think more accurately
about what matters most. We are also stirred
to take action in concrete ways through the
text: ways that might mess with us, change us
a little bit, alter our outlook, and thus impel
us forward in some new step of practical
obedience externally because we have been
changed a tiny bit internally.
Last, but not least, bible reading is a personal
experience. After all, what other book do we
read where we are conscious of the author
interacting with us to such a degree?
Daily bible reading requires routine and structure,
but it is not mechanical. Just as the body requires a
bony skeleton, the skeleton does not give the body life.
We do with the bible what we are guided to do: adore
God, thank Him, complain, wrestle with Him, express
perplexity, trust, and all the rest.
Check out these resources at www.hacctulsa.org.
Click CONNECT at the top of the page, then Resources.
Select the Bible Reading Plans and Tools headline for
the full list of suggestions and information.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Spiritual Mentorship at HACC
Are you seeking a spiritual mentor to hold you
accountable for any of your 2017 goals?
We see mentors all over the world, in fiction and in
reality – whether it is Luke Skywalker learning from
Yoda, or Jackie Chan modeling his career after Bruce
Lee. Mentorship existed in Jesus’ day between a rabbi
and his disciples. Jesus was considered a rabbi … in
other words, teacher. His apprentices were disciples or
learners. A disciple’s job was to follow their rabbi until
they absorbed what they could from them. Jesus is our
ultimate mentor.
If you are seeking a spiritual mentor to guide you
in particular areas of your life, the HACC mentorship
program will link you with a person who will partner with
you through your journey, helping you with with:
• Developing specific habits based on the life
teachings of Jesus
• Identifying an area of need.
• Providing the apprentice with motivation, perspective and skills to enable them to achieve
effectiveness and change.
• Offering specific advice at appropriate times.
Mentors are impartial observers who provide
valuable outside perspective.
• Bringing knowledge, resources, and motivation
for growth in specific areas of need.
• Guiding – using their own relational connection
to help gain opportunities and experience.
The mentoring relationship is designed for a
predetermined length of time, with specific goals. Mentors
are not therapists or job recruiters, but are identified by
the pastoral staff and matched prayerfully with each
mentee based on experience, skill, and personality.
Go to www.hacctulsa.org. Click CONNECT at the
top of the page, then Resources. Select the Spiritual
Mentorship headline for more information and the
enrollment form. Once submitted, your mentor will
contact you within two weeks. Please contact Spiritual
Development Director Jessica Dyer (jessica@hacctulsa.
org) with any questions.

HACC Public
Office Hours
As our two faithful staff administrators prepare
for retirement, our Personnel Team is discerning
this season as an important time to consider a new
structure for these positions and how that affects the
day to day operations of the office. With today’s
communication tools, our ministers and staff are
virtually available to the congregation twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week. With many of our
program staff and ministers carrying out ministry all
around this city and beyond every day of the week,
the Personnel Team discerned the optimal need of
public office hours.
Various groups meeting for many various reasons have
access to the building seven days a week regardless
of official public office hours. A determination has
been made to shift the hours that our administrative
office will be open to the public during the week.
Beginning January 30, the administrative office will
be open to the public Monday–Thursday from 8:30
am–4:00 pm and closed on Fridays.
As always, you can reach our staff through the usual
channels of email, cell phone and other mediums as
you often do already. The ministry of the church is
communal. Our staff is honored to share in this effort
in and among the fine faith family that is Harvard
Avenue Christian Church. We believe this new
structure is a good stewarding of the ministry we
share.
(If you have a group that needs after-hours access,
please contact Kevin Howe at kevin@hacctulsa.org)

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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New Communications Director
com·mu·ni·ca·tion (noun)
1. the imparting or exchanging of information or news.
2. means of connection between people or places, in particular.
The Gospel or ‘Good News’ of Jesus Christ is only valuable when it is communicated well in thought, word and
deed. With so much Gospel effort flowing in, out and through the ministry of Harvard Avenue Christian Church, a
Communications Director helps facilitate the sharing of all that is transpiring among us as we live out our mission
together. Betsey Owen has faithfully held this position in our church for the past two decades. With her decision to
retire, the search was on to find another who might passionately embrace this critically important role on our staff
team.
After much prayer and deliberation, we are proud to announce that Christy Southard will
become our new Communications Director on January 30. As one who has grown up at
HACC, worshipped, led, served, and loved among us for many years, we are excited to
welcome Christy into this new call of service.
“I'm excited about this opportunity to more directly serve the Lord and our church as the
new Communications Director,” Southard said this week. “I look forward to supporting
and working with our staff and church members to fulfill the vision and plan God has for
our church.”
Please welcome Christy to the team as she imparts and exchanges information about the Good News and connects
many people to the meaningful work, worship, and wonder that we share as a church family. A retirement celebration
to honor Betsey’s amazing work among us is being planned for a date soon to be announced.

Pastors Class Begins in March
Designed for students 5th grade and older, Pastors Class is a field-trip-based experiential faith development series.
Which is to say: It’s a fun way to learn about God, Jesus, the church, and your place in it. Led by the pastoral staff
at Harvard Ave, this six-week series is a chance for students to learn more about THEIR faith, moving past the
‘borrowed’ phase of childhood and into the ‘owned’ faith of a maturing believer.
Field trips include a park, seminary, labyrinth, service project, and synagogue. The first and last sessions are for
parents AND students, with four sessions in between that are students only. Each student is also matched with an
Elder, serving as their ‘faith partner’ throughout the series, offering supportive prayer and encouragement along the
way.
Students conclude the class by joining the church through profession of faith and baptism (or affirming a previous/
infant baptism), which is a huge celebration not just for your family but for the whole congregation.
More information is coming soon. Call/Email Courtney Richards (courtney@hacctulsa.org) to be sure that your
student is included in this exciting opportunity!
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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How Was Your Trip?

There is absolutely no way to answer this question. It would take far, FAR more time than you would want to
commit to hear it … but it would also take more words than even I can possibly put together.
A couple of months ago, the invitation came: to join other travelers, from Tulsa and Oklahoma City, on an eightday journey through Jerusalem and the surrounding area. Yes! A trip I had long wanted to make, but never had the
chance. But this trip would be unique: Not just a bunch of people getting together and paying a guide to show them
around (which certainly has its own unique wonder) … But an intentionally invited group of interfaith friends and
colleagues: Christian, Muslim, Jew … clergy, lay leaders, civic leaders, professionals, family. ‘A pastor, a rabbi, and
an imam invited their friends on a trip … ‘ How could you turn down an opportunity like that?
And what a tremendous gift it was. To stand in each other’s holy sites … together. To eat and sleep and wake and
breathe in the color and sound and aroma of a treasured land … together. To meet people and hear stories and
wrestle with challenges … together. To gain new insights and deeper understanding and to laugh (a lot) and cry (a
lot) and dive into an experience that would leave us each transformed … and wanting more.
We have been in touch every day since we’ve been home. Many of us have seen each other, several times. We have
been making plans to get together – socially and professionally – since the moment we returned. We are sharing
photos (Lord, the photos!) and articles and songs and videos – and we are hearing and seeing in new ways, because
of all we’ve heard and seen.
The Tulsa contingent (representatives from here, from East Side Christian Church, from B’nai Emunah, and from
the Islamic Society of Tulsa) will join at Harvard Avenue, in the Sanctuary, on Sunday February 26, 5:00 pm.
We are inviting all of our communities – and some of our Oklahoma City crew might be with us, too. (We will have
you home in time for the Oscars.) In a casual panel discussion format, we’ll
share stories, photos, and insights from this truly – TRULY – one of a kind
experience.
I would love for you to meet my friends. They are treasures held so close
in my heart. I know you will love them as I do, from the moment you meet.
And I look forward to THEM meeting YOU as well.
How was the trip? I’m not sure how I’ll ever really tell you … but this, as
was the trip itself, will be a start.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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A Spiritual Grip
I came across a word recently that may be germinating within my spirit in some important way I can’t even identify
at the moment. It is a generic statement, really, but sometimes those are the most potent. Just nine words – nice,
easy, memorable I suppose. Those nine words were strung together in this particular way: “Healthy faith is a gift
held in open hands.” I’ve heard this sort of sentiment before. You probably have too. Holding on too tightly to
anything often leads to trouble more than triumph. I can still hear my high school baseball coach yelling, “Loosen
your grip on that bat, Briley.” My natural instinct was to grip that bat as hard as I could thinking I could knock the
cover off that ball. Hold the bat too loosely and both the bat and the ball simply fall to the ground. There’s a sweet
spot in the middle somewhere that allows everything to connect in just the right way.
Holding our faith as a gift in open hands may be a spiritual sweet spot. There is humility in this kind of faith. It
suggests hope and confidence and appreciation even as it suggests grace and growth and the possibility of change.
If you and I are to learn from each other, holding our faith as a gift makes such an exchange possible. If you’re
holding too tightly to your own spiritual gifts, you certainly cannot share with another nor can you receive the gifts
another might hope to share with you.
The pulse of the globe at this time seems to be one of holding tight; ‘hunkering down' as many used to say. I can
appreciate this tendency in uncertain times. And yet, I wonder if that is what we are called to do as followers of
Christ. I wonder if such is a reflection of healthy faith? Perhaps now more than ever we need to step out into the
world with our faith in open hands that we might be a welcoming bridge to those who are afraid. It may free us to
listen more, understand more, and seek to serve more. I don’t know. But… I am trying to get a spiritual grip on
this season of life we are wading into as the human race. What do you think? I hope we can create more venues
for holy conversations about these important matters. Maybe such will be the very thing that leads us to live in that
spiritual sweet spot.

Next Sunday’s Message: You Have My… FUTURE

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord…”
(Jeremiah 29:11)
“Where do you see yourself five years from now?” Interviewers love
asking job applicants such things as do guidance counsellors and life coaches. What are your hopes? Where do
you see yourself living, working, serving? Who will be there with you? Our future – we’re dying to know what our
lives will look like down the road. What happens, however, when we turn our future over to another? How does that
change the picture? What would it mean for you to change the concept from “my future” to “God’s future” for me,
for us? It could change everything. Join us this Sunday at 9:00 or 11:00 AM as Mark Briley concludes this New
Year’s sermon series entitled, “You Have My…” with a look into the future. (Jeremiah 29:10-14)
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communication/Administrative Director: Betsey Owen — betsey@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org

Welcome Mat Deadline

Please e-mail your articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org or christy@
hacctulsa.org, drop them by the church office or fax them to 918742-5501. The next article deadline is February 7 before noon.

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Sunday Attendance
January 15: Rising – 166; Traditional – 265; Total – 431
January 22: Rising – 162; Traditional – 210; Total – 372

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017 article
deadlines are: February 7, 21; March 7, 21; April 11, 25; May 9, 23; June 6

You are invited to
Stories and Sharing from the
Interfaith Trip to Israel
Sunday, February 26, 5:00 pm
Representatives from East Side Christian
Church, from B’nai Emunah, and from
the Islamic Society of Tulsa will join
Courtney Richards at Harvard Avenue,
in the Sanctuary, on Sunday February
26, 5:00 pm for a casual panel discussion
to share stories, photos, and insights from
their trip to Israel.

, 20; July 11, 25; August 8, 22; September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November
7, 14; and December 5 and 19. Articles are due in the church office by
noon. You may e-mail articles to betsey@hacctulsa.org by noon on those
Tuesdays.

January 26
		
		
January 29
		
February 2
		
		
February 5
February 7
February 9
		
		

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Armor of God Bible Study, noon
HACC Bridge Group, 1:00 pm
Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Congregational Meeting, 10:00 am
Souper Bowl of Caring, through February 5
Armor of God Bible Study, noon
HACC Bridge Group, 1:00 pm
Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Youth Super Bowl Party, 5:30 pm
Newsletter deadline, noon
Armor of God Bible Study, noon
Disiple Women, 1:00 pm
Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm

