The Welcome Mat

Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Be loved.

Volume 58

Believe.

Become.

February 22, 2017

Number 4

WHAT’S INSIDE

Ash Wednesday Service

Page 2
Youth News
Pastors Class

March 1 7:00 pm
Sanctuary

Join us for a message, music, and the
mark of the ashes to begin the Lenten
season.

Page 3
About the Church
Page 4
Stewardship
Contemplative Prayer
Page 5
Children's Activities

Lenten Service Schedule
Maundy Thursday
April 13 7:00 pm
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Attendance, Deadlines, etc.
Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, March 7, before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

"For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;
and this is the victory that has overcome the world –
our faith." 1 John 5:4

Lenten Series

Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5
Dinner - 6:30 pm • Program - 7:00 pm
We all face obstacles in life. Do they paralyze us? Do we go around, over,
or through them? "Overcoming" is the focus of our five-week Lenten
series. Join us on Wednesday evenings beginning March 8 as we discuss
these obstacles and journey through the Lenten season together.
March 8 - Temptation
March 15 - Anxiety
March 22 - Fear and loneliness
March 29 - Pride
April 5 - Failure
Dinner for everyone begins at 6:30 pm; program begins at 7 pm.
(Childcare and children's program provided at 7 pm).
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Be Loved!
Youth Events
High School Lock-In
It was a great night at the church last Friday, for the second ever
High School Lock-In. Our youth had a blast, staying up late, eating a
ridiculous amount of pizza, spending time in worship and playing lots
of games. Thanks for being the kind of church who welcomes them
and gives them a place to be themselves and to "just be". A very special
thank you to Phil King, John Robson and Nick Forthman for pulling
such a late night and sponsoring this event. Youth ministry would not
be possible without caring adults that are willing to spend so much time
with our youth.

Spring Break Mission Trip - March 10-14, Kansas City
The Spring break mission trip this year will take us north to Kansas City MO to partner with a handful of organizations
that are doing tremendous work in the greater KC area. We will be splitting our time between Micah Ministries,
Hillcrest Thrift Store, Harvesters Food Bank, and CCCC’s Northeast PartNEship program. Our plan is to meet at
HACC at 5:30pm on Friday March 10th. We will travel to Country Club Christian Church in south KC where we will
stay for the duration of the trip. We will work with our partner origanizations all day on Saturday and Sunday, and
Monday morning, then take some free time to play in KC Monday afternoon and return to Tulsa on Tuesday.
This trip is open to both middle school and high school students as well as any adults who would like to join us.
The total cost of the trip will be $185 for everything with a $55 deposit due on Wednesday March 1st. If you have
any questions or would like more details about our trip please email/call/text me anytime. If you are an adult who is
interested in sponsoring the trip, let me take you out to lunch and get you signed up.
Grace & Peace, Colt

918-691-6525

colt@hacctulsa. org

Pastors Class Begins in March
Designed for students 5th grade and older, Pastors Class is a field-trip-based experiential faith development series.
Which is to say: It’s a fun way to learn about God, Jesus, the church, and your place in it. Led by the pastoral staff at
Harvard Ave, this six-week series is a chance for students to learn more about THEIR faith, moving past the ‘borrowed’
phase of childhood and into the ‘owned’ faith of a maturing believer.
Field trips include a park, seminary, labyrinth, service project, and synagogue. The first and last sessions are for
parents AND students, with four sessions in between that are students only. Each student is also matched with an Elder,
serving as their ‘faith partner’ throughout the series, offering supportive prayer and encouragement along the way.
Students conclude the class by joining the church through profession of faith and baptism (or affirming a previous/
infant baptism), which is a huge celebration not just for your family but for the whole congregation.
More information is coming soon. Call/Email Courtney Richards (courtney@hacctulsa.org) to be sure that your
student is included in this exciting opportunity!
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
New Members:
Joined February 12, 2017

Marsha Hackler

Iris Warlick-Studenny
On Sunday February 19, David and Jennifer
Brock joined with their children Toria and Eli.
Geoff Brewster joined
on Sunday February 19.
Geoff is on staff at Phillips
Theological Seminary
as Senior Director of
Development.

Sympathy for:
The family and friends of longtime Harvard Avenue
member, Edna Smithline who died on February 13,
2017. Services were held on February 21.
The family of Richard 'Dick' Norman at his death
on February 12. Services were held on February 17
in Broken Arrow.

Retirement Reception
for Betsey Owen and Lynn Fisher
With twenty-seven years of combined service at Harvard
Avenue Christian Church, Betsey Owen and Lynn Fisher
are retiring from their respective roles on our staff team.
It’s time to celebrate their outstanding service and wish
them well in the next phase of their lives. Please join
us for a retirement reception in their honor on Sunday,
March 5, from 2:30-4:00 pm. Your presence and wellwishes will be most appreciated!

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
Did You Know?
Charity Navigator, a website focused on guiding intelligent giving, states that "people born between 1945-1964
donate most often to places of worship while people born between 1965-1997 donate most often to children and youth
development." Whatever your age, at Harvard Avenue Christian Church you can share in the joy of knowing that "our
giving" is making a lasting impact on our children and youth development, our local community, as well as our nation
and world.

Spiritual Discipline Offering: Contemplative Prayer
Monday and Wednesday in Lent (March 6 - April 12)
12:00pm - 12:15pm (Room 211)

(please come before noon so that we can begin and end our prayer together on time)

Tired of giving up chocolate for Lent? Are you interested in trying a new spiritual discipline this year? In our
Christian tradition, contemplative prayer (a centuries-old spiritual discipline that helps to train the mind to be still
in the midst of noisy lives) enables us to rest in God's presence. Contemplative prayer is not meant to replace other
kinds of prayer, but is an additional prayer practice that gives us permission to move beyond our words of prayer into
a silent space so that we can truly heed the divine words, “Be still and know that I am God.”
Each Monday and Wednesday during the season of lent, we invite you to join us for 15 minutes of contemplative
prayer (12:00pm to 12:15pm in room 211). You will be welcome to this time of prayer whether you can make it once
or every gathering. Our hope is that you will consider trying contemplative prayer this Lent and discover a spiritual
discipline that may enrich your prayer life.
For more information, please contact Kevin Howe, Community Pastor (kevin@hacctulsa.org).

Next Sunday’s Message: You Are Here
“Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.” (Mt 25:40)
So much of scripture, especially Paul’s letters, refers to
fellow Christians as family – brothers and sisters. We live
this out well as church when someone is ill, hurting, or
facing a crisis of some kind - we show up in tangible ways. You go to them and pray. You bring a casserole. You
take care of some basic errands. The brother or sister you help knows they are not alone in the hard spaces of life
because you are there with them. The Bible shares that God is like this. When one of God’s beloved children
suffers, God declares, “I am here.” When we see a tragedy on the news and we ask, “Where are you, God?” We
already know the answer: “God is here.” God is in the midst of those who are hurting. Jesus lived this out most
faithfully and in this foundational passage from Matthew 25, we see that Jesus is asking us to show up where the
need is deepest too. This Sunday, we share a special offering with the Week of Compassion, the presence of our
denominational response to the deep needs of the world. In the midst of suffering, where is God? God is here.
Where are you? When you give to Week of Compassion, you are here too. Invite a friend or two and join us at 9:00
or 11:00 AM as Mark Briley shares a message entitled, “You Are Here.” (Matthew 25:31-46).
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Be Loved!
Ash Wednesday for Kids
On Ash Wednesday, the children will experience a meaningful service to kick off the season of Lent. We
will review the liturgical season church calendar, change our paraments to purple.
Our Ash Wednesday Bible story, based on Psalm 51:10, is about King David and how his heart was made
new by acknowledging his wrong behavior and telling God he was sorry. God forgave David and washed his
heart clean. This story will be connected to the Biblical use of ashes as a symbol for sadness or sorrow for
what we have done wrong. Each child will write in black marker on paper something they had done that made
them feel yucky inside. We will put all the papers in a bowl and set them on fire. Since we are using Flash
Paper, our sins will go up in a glorious flame leaving a clean bowl, just like God cleans our heart! With the
imposition of ashes on their forehead (or hand) they will be given this blessing: “May God bless you and help
you to remember that God can always help you have a clean heart.”

Lenten Activities for Kids
During each of the 5 Wednesdays of the Lenten Series, there will be separate activities offered for kids age
3-11. Ashley Pease, Children’s Music Director, will work with the kids on learning songs for Palm Sunday,
and Pastor Darlene will spend time in learning how to use a new take-home Prayer Kit. There are two
Prayer Kits, one for ages 3-6, and one for ages 7-11. The Kits will be available at the Children’s Welcome
Center from March 9-April 5th and are FREE to all!
For more ideas of celebrating the season of Lent at home, check out my Pinterest “Lent” Board under
Darlene Benne Martinez!

Looking Ahead
Enjoy the fun of a day camp experience filled incredible
activities and adventures!
June 12-16, 2017
Harvard Avenue Christian Church
Register now at www.ComeToKamp.com or contact Darlene Martinez at darlene@hacctulsa.org

Vacation Bible School

July 17-20, 6:30-8:00pm!

Please contact Co-Directors Allison Asbill or Ashley Pease at the
following email addresses to volunteer!
Allison: Allirn1031@yahoo.com.
Ashley: ashley@hacctulsa.org.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
What to Do?
The season of Lent – the 40 days (plus Sundays, we don’t count those in the 40) moving from Ash Wednesday to
Easter – is a season of reflection, study, penitence, and consideration of both our mortality as beings, and our life as
believers.
The tradition of ‘giving something up’ has been a way to clear space – make room for a deeper focus on Christ
and our life in Him. But ‘taking something up’ is sometimes even more helpful – to give us a chance (rather than
choosing to ‘not do’ something) to be active and engaged in our spiritual practice.
Here are a few things you might want to ‘take up’ for this season.
TEXT PRAYERS
‘Opt in’ to receive a daily sentence prayer (Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday) via text message and know that
a few hundred of your closest friends are praying at the same time! Text the word “HarvardAve” to this number:
88202 to auto-enroll. (Or send me your cell number and I’ll add you to the list!) If you've received these before,
you're all set.
•
We will also post these prayers daily on our Twitter and Instagram feeds (@HarvardAveCC).
DEVOTIONAL : ‘For Who and How We Are’
This year, I’ve written a Lenten devotional for Disciples Home Missions online. There are scriptures and prayers
for each day; the Sundays and Holy Days also include a short devotional. Go to discipleshomemissions.org and
scroll down til you see it under events. The link will open a PDF which you can save to go back to each day, or to
print. (I’m also glad to print/send a copy if you’d like.)
•
I will also post each day on the church Facebook page (www.facebook.com/HarvardAveCC).
READ – COLOR – SEND CARDS
Visit chalicepress.org (Chalice Press is our Disciples publishing house) for
- Fellowship of Prayer, a daily devotional written by Disciples General Minister and President Sharon
Watkins and her husband (theologian/professor) Rick Lowery
- Coloring Lent, a book of designs for a reflective and artistic Lent
- Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home, a great guide to creating ongoing moments of
devotion
- contemporary art Easter cards, for something new and fun to have and send
There are several other books for your Lenten journey, so scroll around a little and see what you find!
Most titles are available both in e-book formats and in hard copy (even if you start a day or two late, you’re still
starting!).
Whether you choose to simply receive a prayer by text, or also do some reading, writing, coloring, and studying …
find something. Choose something. Do something. Your spirit can only strengthen by every effort to move along the
journey with the One who bids us come.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
Proximity Gospel
prox·im·i·ty 				
noun						
nearness in space, time, or relationship.

gos·pel
noun
the good news of Christ.

For years now, the prosperity gospel has been criticized for its ‘get rich’ message. The concept? Stated
simplistically, if your faith is strong enough, God will bless you with good health and material possessions. If
the biblical gospel accounts have any authority here, we would quickly see that following Jesus often comes with
great threat to our physical well-being and encourages a life with little focus on the material. The Way of Jesus
is sacrificial, prosperous only in the richness of spirit. Jesus’ word to “take up your cross and follow me” wasn’t
attached to a contract that promised a healthy benefits package and strong retirement plan. It was a call to that part
of our being that peered beyond the superficial comforts of this world.
For centuries, people have tried to coin phrases to describe the Christian lifestyle, suggesting the best way to
engage the ways of Christ. If the prosperity gospel comes up short, then what? In The New Parish, written by
Sparks, Soerens, and Friesen, much weight is given to the notion of proximity. One question they ask of the reader
is simply, “Is your proximity simply a coincidence?” They encourage thought about the ways in which you might
need your neighbors and the ways they may need you. What does it mean that you live where you do, work where
you do, go to church where you do, serve where you do? What is important about your proximity in each of those
areas?
We often get stuck thinking that God’s plan for us must be something grandiose – a calling to a third world
country or a ministry that serves thousands. What if God most needs us to practice a proximity gospel? How can
you serve your neighbor? How can you be blessing to a grieving person in your church? How could the singleparent in your neighborhood be most encouraged by an expression of kindness? Our faith isn’t to be reserved for
the big stage or Sunday morning worship alone, it is to be expressed as the good news of Christ in the nearness of
space, time and relationship. Practice the proximity gospel this week and see how practicing your faith up close
just might change your life and the lives of those around you.

hacctulsa.org: Sermon, audio & transcipts, newsletter, church directory, calendar
Facebook:
		

“Harvard Avenue Christian Church – Tulsa” – devotionals, articles, news
& events

Twitter:

“HarvardAveCC” – a daily sentence prayer to repeat and share.

Instagram:

“HarvardAveCC” – photo-a-day for the seasonal theme

Pictorial Directory online at www.hacctulsa.org
Look for this bar at the top of each page.

→

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Lynn Fisher -- lynn@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org
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5:00 PM – Harvard Avenue Christian Church
7:15 PM – Congregation B'Nai Emunah, 17th & S. Peoria
Sunday Attendance
February 12: Rising – 139; Traditional – 214; Total – 353
February 19: Rising – 115; Traditional – 196; Total – 311

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017 article
deadlines are: February 21; March 7, 21; April 11, 25; May 9, 23; June 6 ,
20; July 11, 25; August 8, 22; September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November
7, 14; and December 5 and 19. Articles are due in the church office by
noon. You may e-mail articles to christy@hacctulsa.org by noon on those
Tuesdays.

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
February 23
Armor of God Bible Study, noon
		
Bridge Group, 1:00 pm
		
Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm
February 26
Interfaith Presentation, 5:00 pm
March 1
Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 pm
March 2
Bridge Club 11:00 am
		
Armor of God Bible Study, noon
		
Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm

