The Welcome Mat

Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Be loved.

Volume 58

Believe.

Become.

March 8, 2017

Number 5

WHAT’S INSIDE
Page 2
Youth News
Daylight Savings Time begins
Page 3
About the Church
Page 4
Stewardship
Sunday Sermon
Page 5
Children's Activities
Contemplative Prayer
Page 6
KUDOS
by Rev. Richards
Page 7
Killing a Cactus
by Rev. Briley
Back Page
Attendance, Deadlines, etc.

Lenten Series

Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5
Dinner - 6:30 pm • Program - 7:00 pm
Faith in Christ gives us the victory in overcoming the world...whether it is
overcoming sin which separates us from God or if it is overcoming sinful
thinking that hinders our relationship with God. Feeding on God's Word
helps us to be strong and overcome whatever it is we may be experiencing.
Jesus himself resorted to the word of God to overcome temptation. Join
us for a deep dive into how we can persevere in the race before us in
overcoming sin. The victory is ours in Christ Jesus.
March 8 - Temptation
March 15 - Anxiety
March 22 - Fear and loneliness
March 29 - Pride
April 5 - Failure

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Dinner for everyone begins at 6:30 pm; program begins at 7 pm.
(Childcare and children's program provided at 7 pm).

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, March 21, before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Lenten Service Schedule
Maundy Thursday
April 13 7:00 pm

Good Friday
April 14 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday
April 16 9 & 11 am
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Be Loved!
Youth Events
Spring Break Mission Trip
Our combined Middle School and High School Mission Team leaves Friday, March 10 for our Spring Break
Mission Trip to Kansas City. The team will spend four days partnering with three different organizations in the
greater KC area: Grace United Community Ministries, Sheffield Place, and Hillcrest Thrift Store. Your prayers
for our youth and sponsors would be most appreciated as we embark on what will surely be a meaningful and
impactful experience.
Shea Adolph		
John Brown		
Lonny Grigsby
Tyler Martin		
Kate Rhynes		
Liam Stubblefield

Caleb Baker		
Anne Emerson		
Lynne Grigsby		
Zoey Martinez
Robie Santos		
Anna Sullivan		
Grace & Peace, Colt

Toria Brock 		
Nadia Fernandez
Dylan Henson		
Alicia Muro		
Trinity Santos		
Adam Thompson
918-691-6525

Ben Brown		
Ben Gales		
Cooper King		
Thomas Ortiz		
Colt Stubblefield
Michelle Wedel

Jinafer Brown
Keaton Grigsby
Carolyn Marshall
Andrew Rhynes
Jess Stubblefield
Sean Wood

colt@hacctulsa. org

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
New Members:
Welcome to Daniel, Ashley and Ezra Pease, and Lois
Benne who joined the church on Sunday March 5. Ashley
serves as our Children's Music Director. Also joining on
March 5 is Sam Roberts (picture to come).
On April 15, HACC member Blanche Hausam will
celebrate her centennial birthday! If you would like
to send a card please bring them to Courtney by
April 14 and she will deliver them.

Sympathy for:
Rick and Abby Langenheim and family at the
death of Rick's mother, and HACC member, Pat
Langenheim on February 22, 2017. Pat is the
grandmother of Laura Keim and Sarah Langenheim
and great-grandmother of Annabelle.Services were
held on March 4.
Giselle Chebny at the death of her uncle Dan Hobson
on March 1.
Don and Connie Wertz at the death of Don's brother
Jack Wertz on February 27 and Connie's cousin
Doug Murphy on March 1.

Dear HACC Family,
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the wonderful
"farewell" reception, cards, and generous gifts. I will
always cherish the twenty years I spent working at
Harvard Ave CC. I know John and I will be visiting
often and participating in many of the activities you offer.
Although my membership may be officially in another
church, HACC will forever remain my other cherished
church family. Thanks for making us feel welcome
whenever we are there. Betsey Owen
“Thank you” really isn’t a big enough expression of
my appreciation for Sunday’s wonderful Retirement
Reception with all the kind words, cards, and generous
gifts. Working at HACC has been a great experience
because of each of you! This is a special place and I feel
privileged to have been a part of what makes it work on
a daily basis. Thank you! Lynn Fisher

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
MYSTERY in Stewardship?
“Mystery” is defined by Merriam-Webster as: 1) a religious truth that one can know only by revelation and
cannot fully understand… 2) something not understood or beyond understanding… 3) profound, in-explicable, or
secretive quality or character. As I have contemplated my 2017 word “MYSTERY”, I seem to always fall back on the
word “FAITH”. It is that strong conviction and trust in our Loving God that motivates us to share our gifts, talents,
resources, and time in glorifying His Name … not to mention the greatest heartfelt joy that one can experience!
Reverend Bruce Barkhauer shares the following insight to stewardship in his recently published book, Community
of Prayer: “Stewardship is a journey, not a destination. It is the process that invites you to take stock of your entire
life and respond with joy and thanksgiving for all that is in your sphere of influence.”
Our individual faith journey’s will be full of “mystery” as we pursue our ultimate goal of furthering God’s work
each day on our way to His eternal kingdom!
- Bruce Cargill, Stewardship Ministry Team Leader

Next Sunday’s Message: All Groan Up: Sustenance
“The food that keeps me going is that I do the will of the One who sent me." - Jesus (John 4:34)
Everyone is counting calories these days. And yes, there’s an app for that. Metabolism shifts over time and our
body’s needs change as well. When you’re experiencing a growth spurt as a youth, parents often say, “You’re a
growing boy! You’re a growing girl! Eat up!” We learn quickly that food for the body is necessary to sustain its
strength, its health, its growth. Jesus often turns physical realities into spiritual lessons. “I’ve got food you don’t
even know about,” Jesus says to the disciples. They think he’s been holding out on his stash of snacks. Jesus
counters with something much deeper than that – sustenance for the soul. Invite a friend or two and join us at 9:00
or 11:00 AM as Mark Briley continues our sermon series, “All Groan Up” with a message entitled: “Sustenance.”
(John 4:31-38).

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Be Loved!
Lenten Activities for Kids
During each of the 5 Wednesdays of the Lenten Series,
there will be separate activities offered for kids age 3-11.
Ashley Pease will work with the kids on learning songs
for Palm Sunday and Pastor Darlene will spend time with
our students in learning how to use a new take-home
Prayer Kit. The Prayer Kits (one for ages 3-6 and one for
ages 7-11) will be available at the Children’s Welcome
Center from March 9 to April 5th and are FREE to all!

Also FREE during the Lenten Season – An
Illustrated Lent for Families booklet! The
booklet includes devotions and activities that
allow a family to slow down, ask questions,
have fun, be intentional about how time is
spent, and try new things! We will also be
using ideas from this booklet and the Prayer
Kits with the children on Wednesday nights
during the Lenten Series. Enjoy!

Spiritual Discipline Offering: Contemplative Prayer
Monday and Wednesday in Lent (March 6 - April 12)
12:00pm - 12:15pm (Room 211)

(please come before noon so that we can begin and end our prayer together on time)

Are you interested in trying a new spiritual discipline this year? Each Monday and Wednesday during the season
of lent, we invite you to join us for 15 minutes of contemplative prayer (12:00pm to 12:15pm in room 211). You
will be welcome to this time of prayer whether you can make it once or every gathering. Our hope is that you will
consider trying contemplative prayer this Lent and discover a spiritual discipline that may enrich your prayer life.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
KUDOS
Do they still make those? Kudos? The granola bars … well, the chocolate bars that had granola inside? I mean,
if it’s granola, it’s okay to eat two or three of them, right? It’s healthy!
Wait … What was I talking about again?
KUDOS.
It’s so easy to criticize, isn't it? Especially when the air around us – the news, social media, our families, and
yes even our church – can carry that slight fragrance (or overpowering aroma) of discontent. We can get caught
up in it, add to it, throw fuel on an already-blazing fire, and be critical, even hurtful and mean. And about the
most ridiculous things! A song, a haircut, a jacket, a weight gain, a word choice, a decision, an acquaintance,
a sports team, a restless child, on and on and on. Someone makes a comment about something and rather than
consider - ‘Does this really affect me?’ ‘Do I need to be commenting on this?’ ‘Is this my circus and are these my
monkeys?’ – we will easily join in, and make what seem to be throwaway criticisms of our own.
But I think these things affect OUR spirits just as much as that which we criticize. Even if the person/place/thing
we’re denigrating never knows what we said or how we feel, it does something to US to carry that negativity and
to speak it into existence. (Let alone if that criticism DOES land on its target. And if that criticism is of ourselves.
But that’s at least two more articles.)
So. Here’s my thought. (You knew I’d have one.)
• Who moves me to be better?
• What can I celebrate?
• When do I notice things going well?
• Where is the good in the world?
• Why do I like the things I do?
• How can I speak words of life and hope?
Who What When Where Why and How will we elevate, celebrate, and illuminate the inherent GOOD of the
world – even just our small little house/church-on-the-corner of it?
Kudos to you, Harvard Ave., for the ways you wonder, welcome, and work to move out of criticism and move
with compassion, caring for each other, for God’s creation, and for ALL of God’s people. Praying for you, for
us, now and into the future…

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
Killing a Cactus
How’s that for a title? I love a good title. There is often a threshold, however, where the draw of the title doesn’t
fit the heart of the work for which its title is to encapsulate. Spoiler alert! That will most likely play out here.
The great Disciple preacher, Fred Craddock, once spoke of a sermon title that was placed on the marquee in front
of a little church in his hometown. The title? “The Person in Our Church I’d most Like to Send to Hell.” How
provocative! The church was packed that Sunday to get the scoop on who the pastor would name. The pastor did
share a name but the people gathered were disappointed. The pastor said, “I’d send Mabel to hell because she’d
save the entirety of hell in half a day’s time with her loving kindness.” Not juicy enough for the congregation.
They wanted something more scandalous.
Killing a Cactus. Not quite the same flair as sending a church member to hell but you’re a little curious, yes?
I’m killing a cactus as I write this very article. This is not intentional. I have more heart than to be so cold-blooded.
Nonetheless, the cactus in my office has begun hospice care. My buddy in the office next door has tried to nurse
it back to health. Kevin’s well aware that a number of office plants have died under my care. He’s taken on my
cactus as his own personal salvation project. I thought cacti were the indestructible office plant. That’s why it was
gifted to me after all. The gift-er even said, “There’s no way you can kill this plant.” Alas, only a few short months
later, well…
What are you struggling to keep alive these days? We’ve entered the season of Lent – a deep season of reflection,
purpose and faith development. It’s a season of spiritual honesty; of sharing our struggles and hang ups. We spend
the season clearing the clutter of the soul to make way for the newness of spirit God longs for each of us. Do you
struggle to maintain a particular spiritual discipline? Have you committed to get more engaged in the life of the
church but just can’t seem to take that next step? Maybe it’s time. Risk that next step. Make that phone call. Join
one of our prayer groups. Make it to Sunday School this week. Join one of our outreach efforts. It’s never too late.
How about we strike a deal. You don’t give up on the possibility of expanding your soul-space by getting more
engaged in your faith-life, and I won’t give up on my cactus. And, to be fair, I’ll commit to the vulnerability of
expanding my own soul-space as well. Life can be revived even when, for all intents and purposes, death seems
to have won the battle. Easter will soon remind us of that very hope! Here’s to resurrection – wherever we may
need to experience it most this season.

hacctulsa.org: Sermon, audio & transcipts, newsletter, church directory, calendar
Facebook:
		

“Harvard Avenue Christian Church – Tulsa” – devotionals, articles, news
& events

Twitter:

“HarvardAveCC” – a daily sentence prayer to repeat and share.

Instagram:

“HarvardAveCC” – photo-a-day for the seasonal theme

Pictorial Directory online at www.hacctulsa.org
Look for this bar at the top of each page.

→
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Spiritual Development Director: Jessica Dyer – jessica@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Guerin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Sunday Attendance
February 26 Rising – 144; Traditional – 250; Total – 394
March 5: Rising – 133; Traditional – 232; Total – 365

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017 article
deadlines are: March 21; April 11, 25; May 9, 23; June 6 , 20; July 11,

25; August 8, 22; September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November 7, 14; and
December 5 and 19. Articles are due in the church office by noon. You may
e-mail articles to christy@hacctulsa.org by noon on those Tuesdays.
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
March 8
		
March 9
		
March 12
March 15
		
March 16

Lenten Series, Dinner - 6:30 pm
Program - 7:00 pm
Disciple Women Group, 1:00 pm
Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm
Daylight Savings Time begins
Lenten Series, Dinner - 6:30 pm
Program - 7:00 pm
Gospel of John Bible Study, 6:30 pm

