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Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, July 11 before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

General Assembly 2017 - ONE
In 1849, the first National Convention of the movement known as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was held in Cincinnati, Ohio. Since 1968, this
gathering, meeting every other year, has been known as the General Assembly
and includes thousands of Disciples from the United States and Canada. The
Assembly celebrates the good work God is doing among the movement in local congregations and global partnerships. This year’s gathering will take place
in Indianapolis, Indiana, home to the General Office of our denomination. The
simply titled theme, “ONE”, is grounded in John 17:20-21a which says, “I ask
not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me
through their word, that they may all be one.” In these globally divisive and challenging times, there is no better moment to express our unity in Christ than now.
The 2017 General Assembly will leave its own mark on
history, with the nomination of the first African-American
candidate for General Minister and President, Rev. Teresa
(Terri) Hord Owens. A respected leader, academic, pastor,
and preacher, Rev. Owens is primed to lead our movement
forward with unifying strength. Some 4,000 attendees are
expected for the four-day gathering which will include
powerful expressions of worship, educational workshops,
diverse fellowship gatherings, and the consideration of the
joint issues facing the General Church.
HACC will have strong representation at the Assembly, bringing our voice and
stories of celebration to the larger body of our denomination. Mark, Courtney,
and Kevin will each be present with varying responsibilities. Peggy Ziglar and
Sally Kelley will represent HACC as voting lay delegates. Please pray for our
HACC team as they gather with our brothers and sisters of the faith from every
corner of our nation and beyond.
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Be Loved!
Congratulations:

Summer Bible Study
The Case for a Creator
Join us on Wednesdays July 12 - August 19 at 6:30 p.m. for this
interesting look at scientific discoveries and how they form a solid
basis for belief in God. Study guides are $12 and the sign up sheet is
located at the Welcome Center.

Sympathy for:
Debbie Clary and family at the death of her father, Robert L.
Smith on June 12, 2017. Services were held on June 19.
Susan Gross and family at the death of her sister, Catherine
Luerssen on June 8, 2017. Services were held June 16 in
Indiana.

Autumn Elizabeth Herbert was born
on June 16 to Sarah Grace and Isaac
Herbert. Autumn weighed in at 7
pounds 3 ounces. Isaac is our Rising
Band Leader and Sarah Grace and
aunt Katie sing with the band.

Don't Miss Your Opportunity to Contribute!
At the end of July, HACC is sending 27 particpants to serve our
partner community of Chacraseca, Nicaragua. But we need your help!
Through July 2nd, please consider making a donation to our miles
for mission fundraiser. Your gift to get our teams to our international
partner community in Chacraseca helps to offset the cost of travel for
our ambassadors. Look for the table in the upper commons for more
information about the trip or to make a gift. Thank you for your generous
support of this growing congregational mission!

The Gift of Ourselves
“Throw your bodies in the offering plate.” So Beverly Roberts Gaventa, former Disciple from Oklahoma, Phillips
University graduate, and New Testament scholar, summarizes the apostle Paul’s message in Romans 12:1-2. I’ve
been wrestling with Paul’s message(s) and meaning(s) of his Epistle to the Romans for my summer study project.
And while I haven’t made much progress in understanding everything in the letter, I understand this: Paul asks,
cajoles, commands us to offer our whole selves to God, and by extension to one another.
I won’t fit in the offering plate, even if I wanted to throw myself into it. And neither will anyone else in the Harvard
Avenue community, except perhaps the tiniest infants. But I hope this summer I remember that whatever I throw in
the offering plate will represent my whole heart, my whole life, my whole devotion to God and to the community
God has given us.
							

Nancy Claire Pittman , Stewardship Ministry Team Member

3

Believe!
Kanakuk KampOut! Reflections
One hundred and thirty-seven children (24 from HACC families)
experienced a week of fear-conquering, faith-building and inspiring activities under the guidance of the capable Kanakuk KampOut
Staff! It was truly heartwarming to watch the Counselors interact
with the kids. They were patient, encouraging, loving, and playful,
all the while sharing the creativity and grace of God, and of course,
the light and love of Christ. One of our HACC youth, Abby Nixon,
joined the Kanakuk Team as a Junior Counselor for the second
year! The kids engaged in Octoball, Rock Wall Climbing, Bungee
Trampoline, Zipline, Bible Study, Archery,
Dancing, Dodgeball and SO...MUCH...
MORE!!!!
The well-trained Kanakuk Staff handled all of the registration and activities,
while HACC provided overnight security and an on-site medical professional
every day. Thank you to Audrey Peck,
Amy Bradt and Amelia Martinez for
serving in those roles.
Led by Christina Maxwell, the Kitchen Team prepared and served lunch daily for the 30 Kanakuk Staff. Thank you to all those who helped: Riley Oatman, Michelle Oatman, Nadia Fernandez, Sylvia Goen, Nedean Geurin, Christy Southard, Barbara Crider, Carrie Briley, Stephanie
Briggs, Beverly Strong, Linda Laster, Tom & Pat Maxwell, Pat Wiszneauckas, Caren Gerkin, Maddy & Macy Gerkin,
Lynn Fisher, Becky Wright, and Cindy King.
Additionally, HACC members provided host homes for the Kanakuk Staff who were extremely polite, helpful, and
fun to be around! A hearty thank you to our 2017 host families: Sue Phillips, Debbie Consedine, Ray & Janet Briggs,
Don & Connie Wertz, Kevan & Susan Buck, Kelly & Vickie Ford, William & Kelly Dudney, Kyle & Faith Simmons,
and Jason & Sarah Dent. Your guests gave you rave reviews!
We look forward to hosting
KampOut again next year
and will release the dates
as soon as we have them!

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
Youth News
Senior Trip
Jess, Liam and I just returned from an incredible week in Orange Beach, Alabama with our 2017 Seniors! The
senior trip is the capstone of their year as leaders of our HACC Youth Group. In celebration of all they’ve done
planning youth events and lessons, Youth Sunday and mentoring our younger youth, the Seniors who have been
active in our group get to plan a trip of their choosing and we make it happen. It was a great week with these 4
amazing young ladies - Anne Emerson, Gillian Payne, Abby Clary and Kate Rhynes. We’re so proud of who they
are and excited to see who they become!

Youth Summer Missions
Next Sunday our combined middle school and high school mission teams will travel to Baton Rouge to provide
disaster relief efforts in response to the devastating flooding that occurred in August of 2016. Our youth will be
partnering with Disciples Summer Mission and other churches from around the country to improve churches
and homes throughout the Baton Rouge community. We’ll work through Friday, followed by a short trip to
Galveston for recreation and return to HACC Sunday evening. Your prayers for our youth and sponsors are most
appreciated!
Kate Rhynes – Toria Brock – Michelle Ayaya – Trinity Santos – Anne Emerson – Carolyne Marshall – Emily
Kovin – Emory Morris – Elizabeth Winton – Kinsley Southard – Kayla Southard – Ben Gales – Drew Rhynes
Eli Brock – Cooper King – Dylan Henson – Zack Emerson – Thomas Humphreys – Lonny Grigsby – Robie
Santos – Sean Wood – Caiden Asbill – Caleb Baker – Jack Winton – Liam Stubblefield – Tyler Martin – Jenifer
Brock – Kacey King – Colt & Jess Stubblefield
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa.org
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
Open Doors
Alexander Graham Bell, who patented the first practical telephone, once said, “When one door closes, another
opens; but we often look so long and so regretfully upon the closed door that we do not see the one which has
opened for us.” My guess is we have all experienced this as truth at some point in our lives. We see a path forward
so clearly that when that path forces a detour, we just keep bumping up against the “Door Closed” sign assuming
it to be the only way. Someone offered a similar sentiment to Bell but with a little edge on it: “When one door
closes, quit trying to open it!” These are lessons we seldom learn but through the hard trials of experience. A
straightforward question: What door has closed for you that you cannot currently see beyond?
Summer is often a season we slow down or step back from the routine. In so doing, we are afforded a wider view
and deeper perspective. Seizing this opportunity may help you discern the newness that lies ahead through the next
open door. It may also allow some needed grief to surface and healing to occur at the release of what you imagined
to be beyond the most recent door that has closed.
In 2004, I was invited to speak at the Baccalaureate service for a high school in Indianapolis. The class motto was
“Out the door in ’04.” I never knew for sure if that was an official motto or if the planning committee just told me
it was to be funny. Either way, I made it the theme of the message. It was an honor to share with those graduating
seniors who, in all honesty, were not much younger than me at the time. I’ve often wondered about those students.
Out one door, yes, but into a world of many open doors ahead. How did they choose? What transpired? Where are
they now? I was a seminarian at the time – wondering much about God and Christ and hope for the church. Like
those seniors on the brink of graduation, I imagined my own transition into ministry and what doors might open for
me. Would I have wisdom enough to let closed doors remain and courage enough to step through the open ones?
I shared a brief word from Revelation 3:8 that says, “I see what you’ve done. Now see what I’ve done. I’ve opened
a door before you that no one can slam shut.” You surely know the humbling grace of someone holding a door open
for you. How greater the grace to walk through a door braced open for you and me by the Lord, our God. There is
much in this life I cannot see or fully understand. Even so, trusting God to lead me, to lead you, to lead us, to the
next open door is worth the courage it takes to look beyond the most recent closed door in our lives. What do you
say? An open door awaits. Let’s trust God to lead us to it, and through it, together.

June 25: Road Trip! Worth Stopping For
“As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is
to prevent me from being baptized?” (Acts 8:36)
Everyone’s approach to a road trip seems to differ. Some are destination oriented – “Get me there as quickly as
possible!” Others embrace the spontaneity of the road – “We’ll stop as we feel like it.” Does your spirit travel with
blinders on or is it open to what you might experience along the way? Phillip and his companion discover that some
things are worth stopping for. Join us this Sunday as Mark Briley concludes our “Road Trip!” sermon series. (Acts
8:26-40).
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday Attendance
June 11: Rising – 176; Traditional – 184; Total – 360
June 18: Rising – 135; Traditional – 190; Total – 325

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The
2017 article deadlines are: July 11, 25; August 8, 22;
September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November 7, 14;
and December 5 and 19. Articles are due in the church
office by noon. You may e-mail articles by noon on
those Tuesdays to christy@hacctulsa.org.

June 21		

Orchard Sing & Play 10 a.m. & 1 p.m.

June 22		
		

Fearless Caregivers Conference 9:00 a.m.
Faith Builders 3 p.m.

June 27		

Handbells for Beginners 5:30 p.m.

June 28		

Orchard Sing & Play 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

June 29		

Faith Builders 3 p.m.

July 3 & 4

Office Closed

July 5		

Orchard Sing & PLay 10 a.m. & 1 p.m.

July 6		

Faith Builders 3 p.m.

July 11		

Handbells for Beginners 5:30 p.m.

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

