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Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

New Sermon Series

School’s out for summer! While not all of us currently follow the typical 
school schedule, there seems to be a shift in rhythm of life that is mostly 
universal. Summer is here and people are open to a change of pace.  A 
spirit of exploration finds the soul.  Where should we go?  What should 
we experience?  The planning ensues, the bags get packed, and the rub-
ber meets the road.  As many are in such a road trippin’ spirit this season, 
why not consider the metaphor in our spiritual journey as well. 

Our Road Trip! series begins June 11 with a message titled "Getting 
Out of the Garage". Packing for a trip is hard. We want to take the right 
things with us just in case some particular item is perfect for whatever 
situation arises. We pack and repack our bags and load and reload the car. 
Getting out of the garage is often the most difficult part of any road trip. 
The spiritual journey may be much the same. What do we really need 
to hit the road spiritually speaking? The simple answer Jesus gives is 
"Nothing."

"Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money 
– not even an extra tunic.”   (Luke 9:3)

Invite a friend and make plans to join us for worship in June as we embark 
on a spiritual Road Trip!

June 18: Being Where You Are Matthew 6:25-34

June 25: Worth Stopping For Acts 8:26-40
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Be Loved!
Wearing Our Faith on Our Sleeves

“It’s time to order your Harvard Ave t-shirt! Time to tell everybody 
you love us!”

I said it a couple of weeks ago, and you laughed, but it’s true! You 
love this church, or at least like us a little, or you wouldn’t be here 
every Sunday (or, you know, however many Sundays you’re here).  
And even if you don’t, you’ll love these shirts. We want you to be

loved, believe, become … all in a blue or gray, short-sleeve or long-sleeve, cotton/poly blend! 

And coffee mugs! Y’all love coffee. I mean – we can hardly get you into the sanctuary on time for all the socializing 
around the coffee counter. (And that is a gorgeous thing. It truly is.) (And worship still starts at 9:00 and 11:00!) So 
buy a mug to remind you with each cuppa to maybe offer a little breath of thanks for the gifts of community and 
faith … when you buy a set of 2 mugs, one goes home with you and one stays here to be given as a Welcome Gift 
for first-time worshippers. 

Honestly. It’s not about the shirt. Or the mug. I mean, you’ll love them both. But that’s not the point. 

The point is: 
• Ask someone to have that coffee with you. Tell them you know a great place for a Sunday morning cup. Introduce 

them to someone. We’ll even offer a second cup, around the Table we share.
• Say what matters – put it right out front. When the world is crazy, say so, and know that there’s a place where other 

people just like you are trying to make sense of the chaos, too. 
• Be proud. Not arrogant or boastful or pride-filled. But proud of this community. And your place in it. And its heart 

for God’s world and people and vision and witness. 

This round of merch orders closes June 15. Use the forms at the Welcome Centers, or go to the Act Now page from 
our church website.   We’re proud of you, Harvard Avenue. I’ll wear your name any day.

Lance Goll persistently tried to contact us at home Sunday morning while everyone else was in church. He tried our 
home phone, which no one could get to in time; then he tried my cell phone.  He was calling on behalf of our church 
elders to make sure Don was alright after his outpatient procedure last week and to offer to bring us communion if 
we needed it.  When I finally talked to him, that conversation and his obvious care for us was communion enough 
for now.

I like Lance and I don’t see him and Tara often enough to suit me, but to be honest we aren’t close friends.  Nonetheless, 
hearing his voice on the message machine and then in person was as comforting to us as the voice of any of our 
closest friends.  It signified our connection to the vital community of Harvard Avenue Christian Church.  And it 
signified our mutual commitment to Jesus Christ that draws us together more powerfully than any shared history, 
club or organization.

I want to be connected to this kind of community with these kinds of relationships.  The gifts we make, be they 
financial, temporal or spiritual, signify and strengthen that connection.  They also make it possible for us to extend 
these webs of connection to others, so that they may also be blessed with the gifts of faith in Jesus and commitment 
to one another—whether we see each other often or not.

       Nancy Claire Pittman , Stewardship Ministry Team Member 

The Gift of Community
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Believe!

Help Us Reach Our Goal!

Have you checked out the map to see how far we've moved 
the Nicaragua mission teams toward their destination? There's 
still a distance to cover and still time for you to buy miles for 
mission to get our teams to our international partner community 
in Chacraseca.  Every contribution you make helps offset the 
cost of travel. Thank you for your generous support of this 
growing congregational mission!  

Preparing for Mission: Our HACC PartnerTrip Teams

for a family in deep need. Additionally, the team will engage with the 
youth who participate at the new Cultural Center. The 2016 HACC 
mission team helped establish this Center to provide opportunities for 
the youth in Chacraseca to learn traditional dances, music, poetry, and 
theater. Most importantly, our ambassadors will represent us as people 
of faith, building compassionate relationships and walking in solidarity 
with our monetarily poor but spiritually rich neighbors in Nicaragua.

At the end of July, our congregation will commission 
two teams to travel to Chacraseca, Nicaragua through our 
outreach partner, JustHope. Our 27 team members have 
been preparing for the past 6 months through prayer, team-
building, study of Nicaragua and its history, and preparation 
for the service opportunities they will share in during their 
stay.

This year's HACC PartnerTrip teams will have the 
opportunity to aid in the construction of a house and latrines 

I am proud of the ways that our PartnerTrip teams have been at work 
preparing themselves to serve as our congregation’s ambassadors and I 
thank you for your support—of both resource and prayer—for this trip, 
our teams, and the people of Chacraseca. We are encouraged by your 
support of this ministry and in your witness for Christ!
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Believe!

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children

Serve Tuesdays
This year our Youth continue their tradition of giving back to our local community throughout the summer.  We 
have four Serve Tuesdays scheduled, two each at Emergency Infant Services and The Tulsa Day Center for the 
Homeless on June 6, July 11, August 1 and 15.  Youth will meet at the church at 9:30 a.m. and carpool to the 
agency to work until noon.  This is a great opportunity to connect our youth to their local community and show 
them ways that they can serve year round.  If you are interested in joining the youth please let Colt know or simply 
show up at 9:30 a.m. on one of the Serve days.  

Grace & Peace, Colt   918-691-6525   colt@hacctulsa.org

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth

Children's Ministry

Youth News
HACC Summer Ultimate League
What better way to spend a summer evening than playing Ultimate 
Frisbee in the park. The Monday night league is open to everyone 
and is your chance to play with some of Tulsa’s finest.  We will 
meet at the football fields at Manion Park at 6 p.m. and play until 
everyone is exhausted or it gets dark, whichever comes first.  The 
league meets most Monday nights, but there will be a few times 
we won't participate so be sure to check the youth calendar first.

There are many fun activities for children to participate in this summer!

Sing & Play
Christina Maxwell leads Sing & Play every Wednesday at 10 a.m. AND 1 p.m. Children 
will have the chance to move, sing and play with their caregiver during each session.

Stay & Play
Following the morning Sing & Play session, children ages 3-5 years are invited to bring 
a sack lunch to Stay & Play from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

The cost is $10 per child and RSVPs to Children's Pastor Darlene Martinez, are needed 
one week ahead.

Vacation Bible School:  HERO CENTRAL!    July 17-20
Join us for Vacation Bible School where kids will be taken on awesome adventures alongside some of their 
favorite Bible heroes!  New this year, VBS will be held in the evenings, 6:30-8:00 p.m. and is designed for 
children ages 4 years through 5th grade.  For more information or to register online go to hacc.churchcenter-
online.com/registrations or visit the Children's Welcome Center.
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Become!

Before It Even Happens

Quantum Leap was an American science-fiction television series that aired for five seasons during the early 1990’s. 
The show starred Scott Bakula as Dr. Sam Beckett, a physicist who leapt through time and space as an experiment 
in time travel.  He would temporarily take the place of other people throughout history in an attempt to correct 
some sort of wrong or historical mistake.  TV Guide has named it as one of the "Top Cult Shows Ever".  It had 
a unique following, apparently, and I admit to being captured by the idea as a Middle School adolescent.  The 
line I remember more than any was the two-word phrase Dr. Beckett would utter immediately after being thrust 
through time to embody some character - without any idea in advance of when, where, or who he was.  He never 
entered such a time or space when someone was quietly asleep at night where he could wake up and adapt to his 
surroundings in private.  He was always thrust into a tense, and often public, scene with immediate ramifications 
for what he would say or do in that critical moment.  The two-word phrase he always uttered?  “Oh, boy.”  

I’m not fully certain why that show came flooding back into my memory as I sat to write this column except that 
I’m writing an article before some interesting life events happen that you won’t read about until after those events 
have occurred.  It feels Quantum Leap-ish to me. Confused yet?  I wrote these words before leaving for our family 
vacation last week – a vacation that was to include my very first attempt at completing a half-marathon.  You’re 
reading these words, however, after those events presumably already happened.  On this side of the trip, I want to 
write to you sharing how marvelous the trip was, how majestically I ran alongside the pronghorns of the Grand 
Tetons National Park, how my family cheered me through the finish and how I broke the winners tape setting a 
new course record!  By now you’ve surely raised your eyebrows and muttered, “Oh boy.”  You and I both know 
that some ninety percent of what I just shared is less likely to occur than the Yellowstone Supervolcanoe erupting 
during our visit (some 630,000 years since its last eruption). Coincidentally, if it does erupt after I write this but 
before you read it, you’ll be saying “Oh boy!” for some other reasons. 

What may be more realistic involves the stress of a long road-trip with three young children, a nothing-to-write-
home-about half-marathon that is full of missteps and gaffes along the way, and my family missing me finish 
the race because I got lost along the trailhead.  If such is the case, I’m sure I will have learned again the virtue 
of humility, I will have received the gift that comes with practicing patience, and I will have gained the awe of a 
creation so vast that I am left only with the words of the Psalmist: “Who am I, O Lord, that you are mindful of even 
me.” (Psalm 8:4).

So much of life is made in the matching of our expectations with the actual experience.  What happens when our 
expectations become more spiritual than tangible?  What happens when we pray for an openness to the future as 
opposed to our own narration of how it should all go?  Perhaps the Spirit of God meets us in that openness and 
offers us something far greater than we can begin to imagine.  When we get home from the trip, I’ll open my mail 
and read this article along with you having already experienced whatever it was I experienced.  I pray that my 
present self can read these words of my former, pre-trip self, with grace enough to say, “It was worth it all to be 
present to God and your family each moment along the way.” May it have been so.  May it be so still.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS

June 7  Orchard Sing & Play  
  10 a.m. & 1 p.m.
June 8  Faith Builders 3 p.m.
June 12-16 Kanakuk Kampout! 
  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
June 13  Be Here Membership Info Reception
  6:30 p.m.

Sunday Attendance
May 28: Rising – 121; Traditional – 180; Total – 301
June 4:   Rising – 124; Traditional – 188; Total – 312

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 
2017 article deadlines are: June 20; July 11, 25; August 
8, 22; September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November 7, 
14; and December 5 and 19.  Articles are due in the 
church office by noon. You may e-mail articles by noon 
on those Tuesdays to christy@hacctulsa.org.

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm  Monday - Thursday; closed Friday


