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 Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

2017 Vacation Bible School

On July 17, Harvard Avenue became Hero Central as children were guided 
through a 4-day adventure alongside some of their favorite Bible heroes! Chil-
dren enjoyed music, science, crafts, and Bible stories, while discovering the 
qualities that make them truly heroic in God. 

A big thank you to VBS co-directors Allison Asbill and Ashley Pease as well as 
to the group leaders, youth helpers and other volunteers. This "super" experi-
ence would not have been possible without your help! 
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Be Loved!

New Member:

Welcome to Julia Wood 
who joined the church on 
July 16, 2017! Julia is the 
niece of Roy Johnson.

I Will Never Forget You

“Many men will drink the rain and turn and thank the clouds. Many men will hear You speak, they will never turn 
around. / I will not forget You, You are my God my King. With a thankful heart I bring my offering. / And my sacrifice 
is not what You can give but what I alone can give to You…..”

This past Sunday during the Rising Service we sang the above song and as I read, heard and sung these words, I was 
reminded of the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30).

What do we do with the rich blessings we have been provided? Do we hide them? Do we pretend they are ours? Do 
we readily share them and give back to the Church?

I pray that every time, whether by music, poetry, the beauty and wonders of nature, or personal relationships we are 
moved to reflect - on our blessings, our response to these blessings and the need to support the community God has 
given us. 
       Eric Wiszneauckus , Stewardship Ministry Team Member 

July 16:  Hello July!  Crossing the Line

“For I am convinced that...{nothing} in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”  (Romans 8:39) 

Summer has us busy and moving in many directions. Four preachers in five weeks shows us ministry life is no dif-
ferent from your own. When we are apart – when we are away from family, friends, church, routine – how do we 
still ‘hold it together’? What is it that keeps us connected when the world around us would have us stand farther 
and farther apart? Join us this Sunday as Courtney Richards offers the message, “Convinced.” (Romans 8:26-39).  

Volunteers Needed!

The garden is producing 
some great veggies and 
we can use your help 
with weeding, watering, 
harvesting and delivery to 

various organizations around Tulsa. You can 
work a little or a lot - times, days, and jobs are 
flexible. To volunteer or for more information 
contact Dave Crandall  at (918) 845-0045. 
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Believe!

Coming Events

As we approach August and see store shelves 
loading up with school supplies, it must mean 
that the start of school is just around the cor-
ner! At both worship services on August 20, 
we will recognize students, educators, and ad-
ministrators as they begin a new school year. 
The celebration continues at 10 a.m. in Peake 
Commons when we will cheer for 6th grade 
students as they move to the youth  program.

JustHope PartnerTrip

Fairways to Heaven
 

Men's Golf Outing
Saturday, August 19   11:30 a.m.
LaFortune Park Championship Course

Entry forms available at Peake Commons 
Welcome Center. For more information 
contact Mark Southard at msouthard@
southernhillscc.org

Save the Date

Sunday, September 24, 2017
2 p.m.  (check-in 1 p.m.)

Boston Avenue Methodist Church

We continue to pray for safe 
travel, meaningful work, 
and deepening relationship 
as Team Justicia returns 
home and Team Esperanza 
arrives in Chacraseca, 
Nicaragua.

Esperanza (hope) Justicia (justice)
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Believe!

We will soon be in the store with our students, selecting their favorite notebooks and pens and supplies, looking for 
the best new first-day outfit … and yet, as we’ve seen on local news, teachers are in such a drastic situation that they 
will stand at city intersections with handmade signs asking to fund school supply purchases. Surely that isn’t okay 
with us. 

WE CAN HELP! When you purchase this year for your kids and grandkids – and especially if you DON’T have 
someone to buy for this year!! – take this list with you, and bring your contributions to the bins in Peake Commons. 
(You can also give money toward the Disciples Women’s School Uniform Closet.)

Back to School!

small bottles of glue (Elmer’s preferred)  •  glue sticks  •  dry erase markers  •  boxes of markers (washable)
•  highlighters  •  colored pencils  •  wooden pencils  •  large pink erasers  •  pencil sharpeners  •  hand sanitizer 
• ziploc bags (all sizes)  •  child-sized scissors  •  pocket folders (with brads)  •  pencil bags  •  snap-shut plastic 
storage boxes  •  boxed crayons (24ct preferred)  •  ballpoint pens  •  spiral notebooks  •  composition books  •     
3-ring wide-ruled notebook paper

We will pray for our students, teachers, administrators, and bless backpacks and supplies in worship on Sunday 
August 20. THANK YOU for a being a church that encourages and empowers our community.

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION - GRIMES ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL SUPPLIES

In either case, it was two great weeks of churching, learning, worshipping, listening, discerning, collaborating, 
dreaming, disarming, hoping, and wondering. From July 6 to 17 I churched it up: 
-  first attending the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and 
   Canada, our denomination’s biennial international gathering; 
-  and then joining the Wild Goose Festival, an ecumenical festival of worship, music, and arts, focused on activism, 
   evangelism, and diverse ways of being ‘church’ in the world.
(I also threw in two days of vacation with friends and a concert. 2247 miles later, it’s good to be home!)

While remarkably different in setting, style, and crowd, there was a common theme: Church is real, and powerful, 
and possible. As ‘church’, the body of Christ moving about in the world, we have the potential to be great. The 
question is: Will we be? Will we take the mantle of the prophets, the forebears, the saints? Will we be the repairers 
of the breach? The ones who stand in the gap? 

Will we be part of a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world? Will we take flight with the Spirit and breathe 
a new fire into a world that’s been neglected, that’s longing for God’s shalom, that was dreamed into creation as the 
embodiment of God’s goodness?

I think we’ve already started. In the next few weeks, I’ll share some of what I heard – learned, agreed with, was 
challenged by, need to think about, gathered as wisdom – so that we can EACH consider who and where we are, 
what assembly, festival, and movement God is perhaps calling to US to be part of, right where we are. See you soon! 

Operation General Goose Alternatively titled: Wild Assembly.
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Become!

We Could Be Heroes

a joy to play and share in the energy of the experience. This year, I was asked to play the role of Captain Shield, a 
daily companion to the kids, present to help set up the theme for the given day. I was joined by Captain Courage, 
a heroic partner who shared that role with me. My own children didn’t know I was to play the role so the first time 
I leapt out on stage, my youngest son’s eyes grew by superhero proportions. He shouted, “That’s my dad!”  Was 
my cover blown? I learned on night two that, indeed, any hope for anonymity was gone. One of Hayes’ friends 
came up to me and shouted, “You’re not a super hero!  You’re Hayes’ dad!” Apparently, both of those statements 
couldn’t be true at the same time.

The message of the week, however, was that we could be heroic. Using the gifts and talents God has given us 
to make the love of Christ known and real to our neighbors in Tulsa and around the world is heroic indeed. We 
had our Ministry Leadership Team meeting one night during VBS. I decided to remain in character (at least in 
costume) for our very adult-like meeting. As we opened the meeting, I shared a bit of the joy of sharing in the 
experience with these kids and spoke to the theme of the week. In response, those at the meeting were invited 
to share a name and story about a spiritual hero in their lives. It was a beautiful narrative shared by each person 
present about someone who showed them faith, love, and the hope of who they could be.

Hopefully, if you have read this far, you might also be willing to take a moment to recall some of the spiritual 
heroes in your life. Pause long enough to pray a word of gratitude for their presence in your life. If they are still 
living, write them a letter to share what they have meant to your walk of faith. If energy and courage remain, 
consider this question: Who would name you as a spiritual hero? It doesn’t require grandiose action or the ability 
to fly to be spiritually heroic. It often is as simple as expressing compassion, understanding, or making another 
feel the love of God ever present in their lives. Thank you for serving and creating space for the children of our 
community to experience the love and welcome of Christ. You are heroes, indeed!  

Last week, we hosted a swarm of children for Vacation Bible 
School. Every year offers a fun and adventurous theme that 
takes us on a ride to a different world. This year’s theme? Hero 
Central! With all of the summer blockbuster movies starring 
super heroes like Wonder Woman and Spiderman, it is no wonder 
that the theme was a huge hit. Kids in capes and masks and super 
poses all with a gleam in their eye that they, too, could be a 
hero. There was plenty of noise and joy, praise and prayers, and 
enough energy to power our building’s electricity all by itself. 

I am honored to play a role each year in the VBS adventure. It is 
important to engage our youngest budding disciples and always  
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UPCOMING EVENTS

July 26  Orchard Sing & Play  10 a.m. & 1 p.m.
  Case for a Creator  6:30 p.m.
July 27  Faith Builders 3 p.m.
August 2 Orchard Sing & Play  10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
  Case for a Creator  6:30 p.m.
August 8 Handbells for Beginners  5:30 p.m.
  Be Here event 6:30 p.m.

Sunday Attendance

July 16: Rising – 137; Traditional – 201; Total – 338
July 23: Rising – 188; Traditional – 182; Total – 370

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 
2017 article deadlines are: August 8, 22; September 12, 
26; October 10, 24; November 7, 14; and December 5 
and 19.  Articles are due in the church office by noon. 
You may e-mail articles by noon on those Tuesdays to 
christy@hacctulsa.org.

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm  Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

 


