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As the calendar signals the beginning of a new school year, we remember
the profound importance of education. Just as we in the church depend
on each other to learn how to be more faithful disciples of Christ, we
know that education is a blessing that contributes directly to the health
and wellbeing of our community.
On Sunday August 20, we will celebrate this
new school year with a blessing at both the 9 and
11 a.m. services. All students, educators and
administrators are invited to bring backpacks,
briefcases, lunch bags, car keys or any other
symbol you might want to have blessed.
The celebration will continue at 10 a.m. in Peake
Commons where we will cheer on the upcoming
sixth grade students as they move upstairs to the
Youth Center!.

Office Hours:

As we look for additional ways to help students get the best start to the
school year, we know that for many families the expense of school supplies
and uniforms is overwhelming. HACC members have the opportunity
to join in this effort and provide support to students and teachers by
purchasing school supplies, or providing financial donations to the
Uniform Closet coordinated by Disciples Women. More information on
these opportunities can be found on the following pages or in the Act Now
section of our website www.hacctulsa.org.

Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, August 22 before noon

Thank you for the many ways you participate in our church's educational
outreach efforts!

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org
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Be Loved!
Sympathy for:

August 13: Ready, Set, Go: Now?

Rod Jensen and the family and friends of longtime
Harvard Avenue member, Lou Ann who died on
August 6. A celebration of life will be held at HACC
on August 10 at 10:00 a.m.
Sally Moore Warrington and family at the death of
her husband Stan on August 8. Service arrangements
are pending.
The family of former HACC Disciples Class
member, Rick Grosshans at his death on August 2.
Services will be held August 12 in Oklahoma City.

“ 'Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.' He said, 'Come' ”
(Matthew 14:28-29)
More than once I’ve called for my children to come to
me and been met with the response: “You mean now?”
We can be prayed up, studied up, and geared up to launch
into something new but there still comes that ‘set’ moment
when you’re at the ledge and you try to psych yourself out
of it. You’re ready but you’re stuck in the ‘set.’ Listen for
the voice. It’s there. He says, “Come.” Join us this Sunday as Mark Briley continues our “Ready, Set, Go” series
with a message entitled, “Now?”
(Matthew 14:22-33)

Crop Walk is Coming! Crop Walk is Coming!
Yes, it’s been a year (almost). Once again, you will be able to support
a worldwide fight to eliminate hunger. HACC has been a consistent
leader in the Tulsa CROP WALK for several years. Hopefully, we can
continue that leadership.
The need has not diminished in Tulsa or around the world. Church World Service-through CROP HUNGER
WALKS – funds potable water projects, agricultural training, cottage industries instruction, and much more.
Locally, Restore Hope, Western Neighbors and Manna Meals also receive funds from the WALK.
September 24 is the date to remember. We will WALK from Boston Avenue Methodist Church, passing Guthrie
Green and Franklin Park. The weather will be wonderful (no matter what it is), and we WALK rain or shine. Join
about 300 other supporters making the WALK around scenic downtown Tulsa.
Your efforts as a WALKER or Spirit WALKER can work wonders. Please consider participating as a SPONSOR
or WALKER.

Mens Golf Outing
Saturday, August 19 11:30 a.m.
LaFortune Park
Men, make plans to join the Next Man Up group in their second annual golf outing,
Fairways to Heaven. Entry forms are available at the Welcome Centers and the deadline is
August 14. For more information contact Mark Southard at msouthard@southernhillscc.org
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Believe!
Partner In Education - Grimes Elementary
Join us in supporting our Partner in Education - and next-door neighbor
- Grimes Elementary School. By August 20, bring your donations to the
bins in Peake Commons, and we'll celebrate the collection that morning in
worship, as we pray blessings over our students, teachers and administrators
for the year to come.
Here is your shopping list. Help provide what is MOST needed for our
teachers, students, and their classrooms.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small bottles of glue (Elmer’s preferred)
Boxes of markers (washable)			
Highlighters 					
Wooden pencils 				
Pencil sharpeners				
Ziploc bags (all sizes				
Pocket folders (with brads)			
Snap-shut plastic storage boxes		
Ballpoint pens					
Composition books				

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Glue sticks
Dry erase markers
Colored pencils
Large pink erasers
Hand sanitizer
Child-sized scissors
Pencil bags
Boxed crayons (24ct preferred
Spiral notebooks
3-ring wide-ruled notebook paper

Disciples Women Uniform Closet
As summer ends, students, teachers, parents, grandparents, HACC Children’s Ministry and the Disciples Women
shop, organize and prepare to “get ready, set, go” back to school. For the past several years HACC has partnered
with Grimes Elementary to provide packets of school clothing for students new to the system whose parents
might not be prepared to buy uniform clothing. Two years ago we added McClure Elementary. Last year we
delivered 208 uniform packets to those two schools.
This year we will be working with Grimes Elementary and Key Elementary. The uniform closet has now been
inventoried, new items purchased, stocked, and packaged. The first delivery will be made soon after school
starts. It is exciting to be involved in this service to our community.
Financial contributions are always welcome and can be made by writing "Disciples Women Uniform Closet" in
the memo line of your check and putting it in the collection plate or by giving your check to anyone in the office.
Additionally, if you have any uniform clothing donations you want to pass along, we will be glad to accept those
as well.
The uniform closet is located on the second floor. If you would like to see the closet or if you have questions,
please contact Bonney Clark, Glenda Womack, or Lynn Fisher.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
Operation General Goose/Wild Assembly, Part 2
As I mentioned last time, the Disciples’ General Assembly and the ecumenical Wild Goose Festival were back-toback events this July. In two weeks, I saw hundreds of colleagues, met that many more, and heard some of the most
remarkable lectures, preaching, and was in some of the greatest conversations I’ve had in 20+ years of ministry.
Challenged, provoked, encouraged, inspired.
My friend Virzola Law and I have known each other for a minute (or, 25 years, whichever). She is Senior Minister at
Lindenwood C.C. in Memphis (the first woman, and first black person, to lead there). She preached the Tuesday night
of GA. Here are just a few of her thoughts, captured via my thumbs and Twitter feed. She mentions Dr. Barber here,
whom we’ll meet soon in this series. Consider:
I love the church, and I believe the church is still the hope of the world. But sometimes I'm overwhelmed by this church
we love and by this world in which we live. It's the challenge to which we're called: Will the outside world know God's
love because of you? It is incarnational. John's gospel is real: There is no darkness that the light cannot take over.
What can happen when we convert this prayer (Jesus' prayer for unity) into a plan? Jesus is praying for them to be
one. We are the ones God has entrusted with the hope of the world. This isn't a sermon, a project, a teaching. This
(John 17), at its heart, is a prayer. Dr Craddock taught us to whisper. Dr Barber, to shout. We are being called like
never before to prayer and consecration. Nothing and no one separates us from the Love of God in Christ. It's not the
what, it's the how that's going to challenge us. But Jesus is praying for us, interceding for us, believing that we will be
one. We are going to have to let some things die so that other things might live.
Whisper, shout, pray, consecrate. That we might be one. I’m all for that.

Making a Difference
Have you ever caught yourself saying or possibly thinking “There’s no way I can make a difference, I’m only one
person!” It’s easy to become indifferent to the rest of the world, to take what we are given and give little if nothing
back.
A retiree in south Texas chose to make a difference one morning as he sipped on his coffee and read about a transient
worker who had lost his leg while jumping from a moving rail car. The gentleman commented to his wife after sharing
the story with her, “That young man needs a friend,” and quickly departed to pay him a visit at the local hospital.
Upon walking into the hospital room and making eye contact with the young man, he found he could not hold back
his emotions. Tears rolled down his cheeks as he extended a hand which was quickly grasped tightly by the patient.
He offered a short prayer, though he was not sure the man understood English; however, he was confident that he
felt a love that only God could provide in such circumstances. Over a period of weeks and months, the retiree’s wife
baked cookies for him to take on his visits, and he developed a genuine relationship with the young man. With time,
the young man’s sister arrived to help take care of him, and the retiree and his wife assisted her in finding employment.
Eventually, through tireless efforts in and around the community, a prosthesis was secured at no cost to the young
man - a gift that would provide a new life of opportunity! And I must share that the retiree and his wife in south Texas
have been my greatest mentors, for they were my dad and my mom.
Jesus calls us to love one another as God has loved us and to give back to God by reaching out to others in need. Each
of us at Harvard Avenue has the opportunity daily to make a difference in the lives of God’s people. YES, one person
can make a difference, and collectively, our HACC family can and will make a HUGE difference!
		
						
Bruce Cargill , Stewardship Ministry Team Leader
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
How Was It?
Last week, I returned to Tulsa from Nicaragua. Over the
course of two weeks, twenty-seven of our HACC family
spent time with our partner community of Chacraseca,
working, serving, and connecting with the people there.
The question I’m most often asked since my return is, “Well,
how was it?” It is a natural question and one I would readily
ask another. That being said, I have found it challenging to
respond with the fullness that the answer deserves. I could
say, “It was a great trip!” and such would be true. I could
say, “It was a challenging experience,” and that would also
be true. I could say, “It was a lot of fun!” or “I’ve never
experienced anything quite like it!” or “It was a deeply spiritual experience,” and each response would be true. It
might also be true to say, “I’m not sure how to answer that question just yet.” When you are moved at the deepest
level of the soul, sometimes words take time to find their way to the lips. As you engage the twenty-seven folks
who represented HACC in Nicaragua, I pray that you receive their responses trusting that they are still processing
what the experience continues to mean to them.
What I can readily say with great certainty is how grateful I am that HACC has stepped out of her comfort zone
to create this partnership. I believe this connection will broaden our sense of God’s work in the world while
simultaneously making the world much smaller. Personal relationships deepen understanding like nothing else.
Engaging new friends in Nicaragua and building upon those relationships teaches us how to broaden and deepen
relationships with neighbors in our own community. As I said on Sunday, “Sometimes it takes going far from
home to remember where home is.” Spiritually, home is anchored in Christ and lived out among God’s beloved
community across the globe. Beyond this gift of stretching who we perceive to be our neighbors, the family bonds
formed with those from HACC living this experience together profoundly strengthen our community. After a week
in a strange land, sleeping in one room, eating every meal together, sharing bathrooms, and sweating through
clean shirts the moment you step out of the shower - all have a ready way of cutting through the surface stuff of
relationships. Space to build that kind of camaraderie greatly strengthens our church family back home. Thank
you for being a church that values these strengths and promotes growing spaces for us to flourish.
So… “How was it?” It might be most true in this moment for me to
say, “It was among the most moving experiences of my life.” I look
forward to the ways our partnership with Chacreseca will continue to
grow and for the stories that will be told of how God grows us together
even still. I pray that for years to come, many from HACC will make
such a trip and have the privilege of answering with gratitude the
question on the other side of their experience: “How was it?”

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Sunday Attendance
July 30: Rising – 98; Traditional – 156; Total – 254
August 6: Rising – 1; Traditional – 1; Total – 3

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The
2017 article deadlines are: September 12, 26; October
10, 24; November 7, 14; and December 5 and 19.
Articles are due in the church office by noon. You may
e-mail articles by noon on those Tuesdays to christy@
hacctulsa.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 9
		

Case for a Creator 6:30 p.m.
(through August 23)

August 20
		

Backpack Blessing 9 & 11 a.m.
Promotion Sunday 10:00 a.m.

August 22

Handbells for Beginners 5:30 p.m.

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

