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Harvey, Irma, Jose, Maria. They seem like names, simple enough. But we've seen
the damage from their storms and continue to be amazed and uncertain, wishing
we could help. And we can. Week of Compassion partner Church World Service
has distributed more than 104,000 hygiene kits and clean-up buckets in response
to these storms and they need our help to restock their shelves and answer the
next need. Lists of supplies to make these kits are available on our website or in
the church office. You may also make a financial donation by bringing a check
and marking it WOC, or give to WOC directly at weekofcompassion.org. Thank
you for your continued generosity and prayers.

CROP HUNGER WALK UPDATE

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, October 10 before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

It was a beautiful afternoon on September 24 when 49 members of HACC
joined with others in the community for the Walk to End Hunger. This year's
walk raised more than $12,000 in Tulsa with almost 25% (nearly $3,000!)
contributed by HACC walkers and donors. Thank you to all who walked and
donated their time and money to support this year's CROP HUNGER WALK.
A special thank you to our WALK Coordinators Alan Crider and Dave Jones!
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Be Loved!
New Members:
Welcome to new members
Shawn Lovejoy
and
Bill and Linda Mildren
who joined the church on
Sunday September 17.

HACC Book Club
“It is very dangerous to get caught without something to read,” writes novelist
Elizabeth Savage. Participants in the Harvard Avenue Book Group rarely face
this problem as they prepare for the next book discussion meeting. The book
group’s next meeting will be on Thursday, October 19th at 11:00 AM. The
book to be discussed is Our Souls At Night by Kent Haruf, a moving story about
relationships, losses and second chances, set in Haruf’s fictional small town of
Holt, Colorado. The book is only 179 pages so there is plenty of time to obtain
and read it before October 19. Try it, and avoid the danger of getting caught
without something to read!

October 1: Life Hacks: Manners
"So they answered Jesus, 'We do not know.' " (Matthew 21:27a)
Jesus teaches in parables. We know this. He is a storyteller, capturing the audience around him, bringing a lesson with
an illustration and metaphor that they will understand, remember, and hopefullly hold for retelling, to themselves
or to others, when the same lesson needs learning again. As we mark World Communion Sunday, remembering that
Christians around the world gather to remember the most distinct 'object lesson' there could be, we also consider
a text that has that question that always goes with Jesus' teaching too: 'What do you think?' Join us this Sunday as
Courtney Richards concludes our “Life Hacks” series with a message entitled, “Manners.” (Matthew 21:23-32).
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Believe!

The Dollar Serve Challenge
As we approach our annual stewardship emphasis, the Stewardship
Ministry Team challenges everyone of every age to bring $1 for
the HACC offering plate on either of the Sundays, October 8th or
October 15th, (or both!) as part of our Dollar Serve Challenge.
(This will be a special gift received outside our weekly offering.)
We also challenge all Harvard Avenue community groups—
from the choir to Sunday School classes, from the nursery to the
Pickleball players—to imagine what we might do for mission if
we suddenly received a windfall of dollar bills.
In the spirit of the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:13-30), we are
inviting everyone in the church to give a dollar, and hoping every
group in the church will find a way to multiply the talents in service.
Group sign-up forms and instructions will be available starting
Sunday October 8th in all classrooms as well as the Welcome Centers
and online. All Group Sign-Up Forms must have a designated contact
person and phone number and must be turned in to Christy Southard
by Sunday October 15th.
Once we finalize all the dollars on Sunday October 15th, the money will be divided evenly among
all registered groups and disbursed by the Stewardship team members beginning Tuesday, October
17th. All groups will have until Sunday November 5th to be creative in “multiplying the talents”
within the church, in our community, and perhaps beyond. Most importantly, we encourage you
to be interactive and engaging in whatever you feel called to do!
We are imagining what the Parable of the Talents might look
like today, and look forward to sharing our experiences when we
gather for our Thanksgiving celebration on November 19th!
Stewardship Ministry Team

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
Middle School Lock-In
What better way to spend a Friday night than staying up, making noise, playing lasers, dodgeball, and who knows
what other types of shenanigans at Harvard Avenue. If this seems like something you would like to do, make plans
to join us for the Middle School Lock-In. We will be meeting at the church on Friday October 6th at 8 PM and
will be finished the morning of the 7th around 8 AM. This event is open to any of our middle school youth and
their friends. We are also always looking for brave adults to sponsor this event! If you’re willing to take a shift and
sponsor please let me know.

Senior Leadership Retreat
Thank you to all who kept our Seniors in your prayers as they embarked
on the 6th annual Senior Leadership Retreat. It was a great weekend
filled with lots of planning, growing, and fun on the lake. Special thank
you to Gary and Cynde McAllister for opening their home to us for the
weekend and to Harper and Sallee Winton for taking us out on the lake.
We have an incredible group of Seniors and I can’t wait to see what all
they accomplish this year!.
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa.org
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth

Save the Date!
Fall-like temperatures are in the forecast and so is the annual Harvard
Avenue Fall Festival! This community outreach event is a great
opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to join in the fun
on Sunday October 22 4:00-5:30 PM. The festival will feature
carnival games and prizes, hay rides, face painting and JC's Traveling
Barnyard.
Volunteers are needed for games and activities, food service, kitchen
cleanup, and to serve as greeters. To sign up as a volunteer, contact
Children's Pastor Darlene Martinez at darlene@hacctulsa.org.

Going Green!
The Children’s Worship Centers are moving towards a ‘no waste’ goal. We are
using plastic cups instead of paper, metal snack cups instead of plastic, and white
cloth napkins instead of paper! Thank you to the Craft Crowd for making the
cloth napkins for us! The recent change created an opportunity to talk about how
and why we should take care of the earth God created.
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
DO THE MATH !
“I have no idea how you all do it.” While that is always a very flattering thing to hear, the answer I give is NOT
flattering – it is just absolutely TRUE: We do it with a great team of colleagues, and with the commitment of an
incredible congregation. Here are just a very (very!) few glimpses into ministry-by-the-numbers.
The Orchard – Children’s Ministry at Harvard Avenue
Each Sunday, between 60 – 80 children (birth through 5th grade) gather in The Orchard to learn just how much
they are loved by the God who loved them enough to create them in the first place.
AND each Sunday, it takes 20 volunteers to make these lessons come alive in exciting, creative, and care-filled
ways. (When you count additional children’s events, 44 volunteers per month are involved!)
DO THE MATH ! There is room (and need!) for everyone. We need 7 worship assistants for Children Worship
& Wonder (help guide participation, prepare ‘feast’ time’, connect parents & children after worship). 7 people, 1
Sunday each, 1 service per month, to simply serve our children as they need and deserve. Contact Pastor Darlene
Martinez – it will add up to more than you can imagine!
Worship
‘How big is your church?’ someone will ask. What they usually mean is if I show up on a Sunday morning, how
many people will be there? Through 2017 so far, our average attendance (both services total) is 361. Our high (Jan
15) for the year has been 431 (New Year’s resolutions!) and our low (Sep 3) was 263 (Hello Labor Day!).
To make that happen? 15 staff. 6 band. 35 choir. 12 deacons. 5 elders. 25 greeters, welcome center, coffee host,
Sunday School teacher and other volunteers. (And probably someone I missed counting!)
DO THE MATH ! It matters that YOU are here, wherever your place may be. Whether you’re opening, pouring,
reading, serving, greeting, or sitting, we need you here. There is a place for you, always!
Community Engagement
In the month of September ALONE, 27 unique ministry events happened at Harvard Avenue, and 5 teams served
in the Tulsa community – everything from worship to bible study to rehearsals to prayer groups to ministry team
meetings to meal provision to home builds.
AND THAT’S YET TO COUNT the 20 health & fitness, networking, and community groups and classes that
brought the greater community into our facility. In September, anywhere from 250 – 400 people PER WEEK, were
here at Harvard Ave for something other than ‘church stuff’ (and the vast majority of them not members of the
church).
DO THE MATH ! A ‘facility’ will facilitate ministry for ALL people. Ours does. Because of you.
If you want to know what it means to be church – how we ‘do it’ – here’s my answer: DO THE MATH. And keep
doing it.
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Sunday Attendance

Sept 17: Rising - 162; Traditional - 236; Total - 398
Sept 24: Rising – 152; Traditional – 202; Total – 354

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017
article deadlines are: October 10, 24; November 7, 14; and
December 5 and 19. Articles are due in the church office by
noon. You may e-mail articles by noon on those Tuesdays to
christy@hacctulsa.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
September 27

Sing & Play 1:00 PM

September 28

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 PM

September 30

Habitat for Humanity Build 8:30 AM

October 3

Sing & Play 10:00 AM

October 4

Sing & Play 1:00 PM

October 5

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 PM

October 6

Middle School Youth Lock-in 8:00 PM

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

