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Harvard Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children

Thank You Harvard Avenue!
We had a beautiful day to host our annual Fall Family Festival. Over 90 children 
and their families enjoyed games, crafts, hayrides and animals from JC's 
Barnyard. Thank you to our volunteers and all those that made this community 
event possible!
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Be Loved!

Our Sympathy

To the family and friends of Harvard Avenue 
member Pat Messer who died on  October 22.

To Kate Beatty at the death of her mother 
Kathryn Witherspoon on October 21.

New Member

We welcome Sally 
Warrington who joined the 
church on October 15. Sally 
grew up at HACC is the 
daughter of longtime member 
Sam Moore.

Do books (and stories) make a difference 
in the lives of readers? That is the 
question considered in the next book 
to be discussed by the HACC Book 
Group. The Book that Matters Most, 
by Ann Hood. The book introduces  a 
book group (how appropriate!) whose 
members  lead  discussions of the one 
book that has had the greatest impact on 
their life. You may struggle with the life 
choices of some of the book’s characters, 
but you will find their choices of books 
fascinating. Come to the discussion on 
Thursday, November 16 at 11 AM. You 
might want to think about the title of the 
book that matters the most to you. And 
maybe you’ll pick up some ideas for your 
Thanksgiving dinner conversations!

Believe!

Fall Retreat is the pinnacle of our fall youth schedule and this year we 
will be returning to the beautiful Tulsa Ozark Club lodge on Spavinaw 
Creek where we will escape from the busyness of the world. Due 
to multiple scheduling conflicts we are moving the Retreat back one 
weekend to Friday November 10th – Sunday the 12th. The plan is 
to meet at the church at 5 PM on Friday and return midafternoon on 
Sunday. We know some of our students will not be able to attend for 
the entire weekend, so please know we have a plan for them.  There 
will be a group coming up late on Friday night as well as another 
group coming up early Saturday morning. Please let me know if you 
have conflicts and we will work something out. This trip is open to 
any of our high school students and promises to be a blast! If you have 
any questions or would like to sponsor this event please let me know. 
We’d love to have you join us.

High School Fall Retreat November 10th-12th

Middle School Flying Tee November 18th – 4-7 PM

We’re trying something new this fall and taking over a few stalls 
at Flying Tee located at 600 Riverwalk Terrace. So whether you 
are a tour pro or have never swung a club, plan on joining us for 
an afternoon at the range. The cost of club rentals and balls will be 
covered - all you need to bring is money for food and drinks. This 
event is open to any of our middle school students and friends so save 
the date and invite your friends! Contact me at colt@hacctulsa.org to 
reserve your spot.

Grace & Peace, Colt  918-91-6525  colt@hacctulsa.org
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Become!

At the lead of our Outreach Ministry Team and with eager affirmation from our Ministry Leadership teams, Harvard 
Avenue is set to offer hospitality toward families in need within the Tulsa community. Family Promise is a network 
servomg homeless families to provide shelter, support, and guidance towards sustainable housing.

With more than 200 affiliates across the U.S., Family Promise touches the lives of more than 67,000 people in need 
annually and engages more than 180,000 volunteers in hospitality towards neighbors. A start up of this network, 
Family Promise of Tulsa County aims to begin in March of 2018. 

Harvard Avenue joins seven other congregations as a host site. Four times a year, the congregation will welcome 
up to 4 families (no more than 14 individuals), to sleep a week at the church facility, while they pursue assistance 
each day at the Family Promise Center with a social worker. During each host week, volunteers from within the 
congregation and from other support congregations will be coordinated to host these guests.

In addition to recruiting five more host congregations and numerous support congregations, the organizing (core) 
group, is seeking space for a Family Promise Center and has begun fundraising for the affiliate’s first year operating 
expenses.

In a recent letter addressed to the congregation, Cindy Beasley, Core Team Chair of Family Promise of Tulsa  said: 
“The willingness of Harvard Avenue Christian Church to provide the resources necessary to host families in need 
is a testament to the generosity of spirit and faith in your congregation. Thank you for your commitment to helping 
homeless families in our community.”

On Sunday, November 26th at 10 AM, HACC will welcome Cindy Beasley to speak in the Family Life Center, to 
share about Family Promise of Tulsa County. Any and all are invited to attend.

HACC to serve as Host Congregation
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Become!
The Gift of Transformation

“Many times, we won’t make major course corrections until the pain of staying 
the same becomes greater than the pain of making the change.” This statement 
was made by Wayne Cordeiro, an author and pastor who had finally burned 
out in his quest to serve God, and his church, faithfully. I read the statement 
several times.  It gave me cause for pause.  Perhaps it’s the sense that we can 
often be stubborn when it comes to change.  Maybe it was his reference to 
the duality of pain – the pain of staying as we are versus the pain of sacrifice 
that accompanies transformation.  For whatever reason, I resonated with the 
statement. 

I serve God, in Christ, through the church believing that transformation is possible.  I preach it. I do my best to 
live it. I also know the great struggle of it.  Transformation is painful. It’s much more comfortable to pretend that I 
have it all figured out and simply stay the same.  Transformation is going to ask me to work.  It will ask me to pray 
more fully, study more deeply, serve with both hands open, worship widely, give first (instead of second), and grow 
more intentionally.  Each of these ‘asks’ require time, effort, and sacrifice.  Life is hard enough on its own without 
making our faith journey challenging as well. Why should we work at faith?  However, I’ve never heard someone 
reflect with regret on the ways they gave their souls to the transformational work of God.  Transformation is worth 
the effort.

We are in the middle of our stewardship campaign, For All the Saints, asking every friend connected to our church 
to make a financial commitment to help people realize the gift of transformational change in their lives.  Making a 
pledge to this campaign will determine our collective reach next year.  I long for our reach to grow, for justice to be 
served, our impact to widen, our fellowship and worship to expand in beauty and for God to be glorified through 
it all. 

Have you experienced transformational change in your soul?  Is that transformation connected to the journey we 
share together at HACC?  Do you believe in our reach to the community?  Do you long to help us be a movement 
for wholeness in a fragmented world?  If so, please join me in making a pledge.  Let us not be satisfied with 
maintaining a status quo faith.  Let us do the hard work of pursuing the mystery further.  Let’s show up for God, 
for one another, even for the stranger-soon-turned-friend and see what transformation we may experience together.  
Transformation is hard work.  It is also one of God’s most redeeming gifts.

Next Sunday’s Message:  For All the Saints: Conferred not Earned
“For it is God who is at work in you...”  Philippians 2:13

The path to canonized sainthood is quite an ordeal.  First, you must die – so there’s that.  Then there are the required 
recommendations, theological reviews, and necessary miracles to name a few. To earn this badge of canonized 
sainthood, there is much required.  What if, however, sainthood was a simple receiving of the gifts of God that are 
already within us all?  Acknowledging God’s presence in us and through us, if nothing else, is not a bad place to 
start on the road to sainthood. Join us for worship at 9 or 11 AM this Sunday as Mark Briley continues our series 
For All the Saints with a message entitled, “Conferred, not Earned.”   (Philippians 2:12-18) 
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Become!

The Dollar Serve Challenge

Thank you for your support of the DOLLAR SERVE CHALLENGE!  Fifteen teams, sharing more than $1000 are 
now dreaming up ways to make a difference in our community. Join us at the Thanksgiving Dinner on November 
19 (and watch our news and website) to celebrate what you’ve done together!

FOR ALL THE SAINTS

The Greek word for saint, hagios, is translated to mean ‘most holy 
thing’. Further, hagios can be translated as ‘set apart for or by God’ 
and ‘different from the world’.  I know at least three.

First, my mom Susan. She has given so much of herself to help 
grow my two sisters and me into the young women we are. She 
continues to devote her love, time, wisdom, and energy into 
putting the three of us - as well as many others in her life - first. 
She exemplifies devoted servitude through studying scripture and 
spending thoughtful time in prayer. She continues to be someone 
who inspires me, and she is a model for the type of woman I would 
like to be. Strong. Fearless. Set apart. 

My second saint is my mom’s sister Cathie, who passed away earlier this year. She too willingly followed God’s 
call to serve those around her. Apart from being a mother of two boys, one of whom has autism and requires full 
time supervision, she also cared for my grandparents, allowing them to live independently for as long as possible. 
She always made time for morning coffee with them, and ensured they had dinner prepared every single night. She 
was wonderfully artistic, and she shared her love of creativity and art through floral arrangements for weddings. She 
loved spreading joy to those around her, whether through the most thoughtful gifts or the laughs everyone shared 
in her presence. She used the gifts and talents given to her and carried out God’s purpose for her by spreading light 
and love to everyone she touched. She truly was a soul different from the world.  

Third is my sister, Diana. She truly embodies what it means to be a vessel of God’s love. She is a loving wife, 
mother, daughter, sister, and friend. She works to deepen the faith of those around her, through her active ministry 
and simply through her personal testimony. She illustrates how to live a Godly life for her two beautiful children, 
encouraging them in their faith walk at a young age. She has been influential in guiding my faith journey, and she 
challenges me to walk closer with God. 

She led a virtual bible study with a group of our friends, and one common theme was people of peace. In reflecting 
on Mike Breen's Building A Discipling Culture, we discovered that a ‘person of peace’ is someone God has prepared 
to come into our lives to hear his message during a specific time – a person set apart for or by God for a specific 
purpose. In this sense, saints and people of peace seem to be one and the same: different from the world, whose 
lives intersect with ours, inspiring us to discover God’s plan and grow in our journey with Him. 

-- Andrea Gross
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One Worship Service: 11 AM
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Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm  Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

 

Sunday Attendance

October 15: Rising - 141; Traditional - 207; Total - 348
October 22: Rising – 140; Traditional – 228; Total – 368 

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017
The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017 
article deadlines are: November 7, 21; and December 5 
and 19.  Articles are due in the church office by noon. You 
may e-mail articles by noon on those Tuesdays to christy@
hacctulsa.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 29 Children's Christmas Musical Rehearsal
  2:00 PM
October 30 TMM Interfaith Thanksgiving Dinner
  6:30 PM
November 2 HACC Bridge Group   1:00 PM
November 5 Daylight Savings Time Ends
  All Saints Worship Service   11 AM
  Seven Minute Serve   12:15 PM
  Children's Christmas Musical Rehearsal
  2:00 PM

 

 
ALL SAINTS DAY 

CELEBRATION


