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Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, Nov 21 before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

We are looking forward to our All-Church Thanksgiving Dinner on November
19! In addition to great food and fellowship we will confirm election of
2018 leadership, plus hear reports back from our ‘Dollar Serve Challenge’
celebrating the congregation’s work in the world. It will be LOTS of fun!

For reservations, please email courtney@hacctulsa.org
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Be Loved!
Our Sympathy

New Members

Our prayers are with Rod Jensen at the death of his
mother Wylma Hebert on November 3. Services were
this week in the Fort Worth area.

Congratulations
Parents Michelle and Matt Barnard,
and big brother Jackson, welcomed
Annie Kay on November 2. Annie is
granddaughter of Keenan and Starre
Barnard, niece of Ryan and Leslie
Armstrong and cousin to Elena and
Hadley.

Welcome to Jake and Janie
Lavelock who joined the church
on November 5. They have
recently moved from the Kansas
City area and we're so glad they're
here!

Celebrating All
Saints Sunday

New Sermon Series: Hallelujah! Anyway
Most have had the experience of an off day – one that could only be described by the phrase: “I’m just not feeling
it.” We are creatures that long to be whole, prefer things to bounce our way, and count on feelings more often than
discipline. What does it mean to praise God even when we’re not feeling it? Is it authentic praise? Can our souls still
be fed? Can our understanding and sense of mercy grow deeper? What if we said, “Hallelujah!” anyway? In this
season of gratitude, journey with us into what it means to be grateful, praising God, even when we’re not feeling it.
Help us to say, “Hallelujah!” anyway.

November 12: Hallelujah! Anyway: If You Are So Inclined
As human beings, we have leanings, inclinations, proclivities, predilections and preferences. We can safely assume
God desires our leanings, inclinations, proclivities, predilections and preferences to be centered on the divine and the
sacred. In today’s Psalm reading, the Hebrew word for lean or leaning is translated 'incline.' It opens the Psalm and
becomes a motif for the whole piece. God has been good but God’s people haven’t always been grateful. Rather than
inclining toward God, we often lean in any number of other ways. How are you so inclined? Join us for worship at 9
or 11 AM this Sunday as Mark Briley launches a new series entitled, “Hallelujah Anyway,” with the first installment,
“If You Are So Inclined.” (Psalm 78:1-8).
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Believe!
FOR ALL THE SAINTS
When I think of those at Harvard Avenue who have impacted my life, I think of the ‘choir of grandparents,’ as my
mom used to call them, that taught me what it looks like to be part of this community. Every time I walked in the door
there was a hug or encouragement from someone who cared that I was there, cared what was happening in my life,
and cared about my spiritual growth. These vicarious grandparents pulled you in and held you so tight there was no
denying you were theirs and they were yours.
During the first few months of my first semester of law school I was overwhelmed, homesick and exhausted from
studying and decided to recharge by ducking into the local Disciples church. When I visited for the second time the
greeter shook my hand, and I introduced myself, and he said “HUCKABEE! . . . so and so from Harvard Avenue said
you were visiting and to keep my eye out for you!” Did HACC have spies that they had sent out to monitor my every
move? How did they know? They weren’t spies-- they were the sweet choir of grandparents that always found a way
to reach out and pull you in even from miles away (with a little tip off from Mom, I’m sure).
As I’ve moved into adulthood at Harvard Avenue I have found new meaning in that community. People like Courtney
Richards have showed me that not only are we a church community but we are part of an even larger community.
As our church has thrown open its arms and claimed all those that walked through its doors I’ve seen how it heals
people to find a home here. We’ve extended that community even farther than our own doors. A few months ago I
stood with at least a hundred Tulsans and a half dozen other Harvard Avenuers lining the hall leading into a banquet
room as Muslim members of our community streamed in for a dinner. There had been threats of hateful protests. As
guests arrived for dinner, many stopped with tears in their eyes to hug those lining the hallways. We embraced them
with the same tight grip of the choir of grandparents and felt the power that creating and reinforcing community has
on each of us.
Whether it is trips to Nicaragua, dinners on the back porch with new church friends and old, an interfaith service
for Pride, personnel committee meetings, passing communion trays, or just quick hugs in the parking lot, Harvard
Avenuers have taught me and continue to reinforce that we are powerful when we love one another, and the more we
-- Mary Huckabee
expand that embrace of community, the more powerful it gets.

Will There be Turkey on the Table?

As we approach Thanksgiving this year, we are inviting all of our community groups and Sunday School classes
connected to Harvard Avenue Christian Church to take part in the purchase of turkeys to feed those who might not
otherwise have a meal this Thanksgiving. The money collected will go toward the purchase of frozen turkeys to be
donated to John 3:16 and the best part is, each turkey will be matched by Under The Sun Corporation…double the
turkey for our families in need!
Will your community group consider participating in this year’s turkey drive through a financial contribution? A
goal to aspire to would be the donation of one turkey ($16) per person in your group, but any amount would be
appreciated. Imagine the impact we could make!
Funds collected for this cause can be given directly to the church office, marked “turkey drive”; deadline for collection
is Sunday, November 19th. If you have questions about the drive or need further assistance, contact Bill Kendall
(wwkendall@aol.com) or Kevin Howe (kevin@hacctulsa.org). Thanks for helping us spread a table for those in need
this Thanksgiving!
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
High School Fall Retreat - November 10-12
This weekend 40 of our youth and brave adults will be slipping away to the Tulsa Ozark Club Lodge for this year’s
Fall Retreat. We would appreciate your prayers for safety and a meaningful and impactful weekend away from the
busyness of the world for these students and sponsors:
Ava Kirchmer – Toria Brock – Elaine McKenzie – Shae Adolph – Trinity Santos – Michelle Ayaya – Raina Campos
Easton Taite – Zoey Martinez – Maddie Hutch – Dorothy Palmer – Amelia Martinez – Kacey King – Ashley Smith
Kate Rhynes – Pete Sperle – Ben Brown – Ben Gales – Cooper King – Dylan Henson – Keaton Grigsby – Sam Robson
Robie Santos – Micah Wise – Noah Palmer – Thomas Ortiz – Eli Shelton – Pagan Regnier – Liam Stubblefield – Katie
Clary – Nick Forthman – Phil King – Lynne Grigsby – Cindy Shelton – Mark & Teryl Sperle – Rick & Sherlyn Walton
Jess Stubblefield
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth

Youth Ski Trip - Silver Cliff Ranch / Monarch

It seems like it’s still a long way off, but this year’s ski trip will be here before you know it and the $150 deposit to
lock in your spot is due November 15th. The ski trip is our most fun trip of the year, and this year will be no exception!
We will leave at 5am on December 27th, driving to Silver Cliff Ranch in beautiful Nathrop, Colorado. After 3 days of
skiing at Monarch we will enjoy a free day in Salida/Buena Vista and return to Tulsa on January 1st. There will be a
number of people that will not ski, choosing instead to spend some time shopping and relaxing by the fire drinking
cocoa. Even if you have no desire to ski, this trip will still be a blast! To help offset the cost we will hold a fundraiser
with the goal of lowering the cost to $615 for skiers and $315 for nonskiers. If you have any questions feel free to
give me a call.
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa.org

Thank you to all the men who participated in the
Next Man Up 7-Minute Serve on November 5.
Fifteen men (and their junior helpers!) shared
lunch and then completed projects at the
homes of 12 church members.

Parents' Night Out - New Dates
Parents enjoy a date night while your kids enjoy food, fun and fellowship with
each other. Please note the new dates for upcoming PNOs: Fridays November 17
and December 8. To reserve a spot for your kids please contact Children's Pastor
Darlene at darlene@hacctulsa.org.
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
Persevering 'For all the Saints'
I walked through our church sanctuary on Monday morning, praying the sticky-notes
that filled the pillars of that space. The notes were filled with the names of saints
(past and present) that were added by all who worshipped with us the day before –
All Saint’s Sunday. It was a marvelous morning of worship. The sounds of our choir,
the band, the prayers, the laughs, the tears, the commitments, the resiliency to rise
again as everyday saints to carry out the sacred tasks of God’s embodied love in the
world – it was all just awe-inspiring. I am grateful for a congregation who can rise
above logistical and preferential shifts to experience the wider beauty of a full, and
growing, community of faith. It is important for us to witness this first hand, celebrate
our differences, and unite to encourage and build up one another in the faith.
This energy and purpose overflowed into the rest of the day. HACC’s Next Man Up
ministry gathered for a fellowship lunch and day of service, getting to the homes of
at least a dozen members who needed a little support and man-power to accomplish
some tasks they couldn’t manage on their own. In the meantime, dozens of children were at the church diligently
rehearsing for their Christmas program which will soon manifest as a holy delight in our community. Later yet,
one of our Sunday School classes held a fellowship dinner in Peake Commons and a faithful group of HACC
young adults and their children prepared and served a meal to the hungry of our community at the Day Center for
the Homeless. All Saint’s Sunday was a day for young, old, and everyone in between to celebrate the goodness of
God as a community of faith. How vibrant! How encouraging!
In the midst of it all, however, we were reminded that our witness and work is never finished. While contented
joy and hope filled our sanctuary and community yesterday, a sister community in Sutherland Springs, Texas,
experienced their greatest nightmare. One shooter. Twenty-six dead. Twenty more wounded. Could there be more
devastating news? At the time of this writing, some of the names and images of victims were being released. My
heart broke. Smiling children. Devoted church members. In some cases, entire families erased in a moment. I had
to walk away from my desk. I walked through our sanctuary again and added a few more post-it notes to the many
names already posted on the pillars. It seemed the names of those victims and the saints of First Baptist Church,
Sutherland Springs, Texas should be honored in our cloud of witnesses as well.
The word in bold from yesterday's epistle reading in worship was perseverance. It's a loaded word. A heavy
word, especially in any season of grief. And yet... it is our call as those who claim the faith of Christ. On behalf
of these saints lost, we carry on their race as part of our own. We pray for the grieving and those in surgery even
now who hope to survive. We ask hard questions about gun violence for those who can no longer ask the questions
for themselves. We gather again to worship God and grow in faith. We serve our neighbors in need. We rehearse
for Christmas plays and serve meals to the homeless in our midst. These are acts of perseverance. How will you
persevere ‘for all the saints?’
Yesterday was a marvelous and tragic day. Today greets us with the same possibility. Will we rise to the occasion?
Will we persevere? We must. We will.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Sunday Attendance

October 29: Rising - 139; Traditional - 231; Total - 370
November 5: All Saint's Day Total – 364

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The 2017
article deadlines are: November 21 and December 5 and 19.
Articles are due in the church office by noon. You may e-mail
articles by noon on those Tuesdays to christy@hacctulsa.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 9		

Disciples Women 1:00 PM

November 10-12

High School Youth Fall Retreat

November 15		

Be Here Event 6:30 PM

November 16		

HACC Book Club 11:00 AM

November 17		

Parents' Night Out 6-10 PM

November 19		

Thanksgiving Dinner 5:00 PM

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

