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Christmas Eve
Sunday Morning
11 AM one Worship Service (no Sunday School)
Evening Worship
Candlelight Communion Service
4:00 & 6:00 PM
The Candlelight Communion Services are reflective gatherings with a message
from Mark Briley, communion, and a candlelit ending with the voices of the
people singing "Silent Night".

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, January 9 before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

The 4 PM service will feature music by Avenue, and the Chancel Choir will
share an anthem at 6 PM.
Children Worship & Wonder will meet during both services in the Children's
Worship Centers.
Candlelight Communion Service
11:00 PM
(in the Chapel)
This intimate gathering will usher in Christmas morning through prayerful
reflection, special music, communion, and a candlelit "Silent Night".
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Be Loved!
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Bob & Patty
Monroe who joined the
church on December 17.
They have been active in
the pickleball program and
we are glad to have them
as part of our church!.

Coming in January!
Fitness for Life will resume
on Tuesday, January 23.
For questions or more
information contact Becky
Young at rytok@cox.net

The Harvard Avenue Book Group meets on the third Thursday of the month and
all are invited! On January 18, 2018 we will discuss the next selection, "Killers of
the Flower Moon” by David Grann. Amazon Books calls this one “the best book of
2017, from all categories.” It’s only 300 pages and deals with Oklahoma’s Osage
Indians, their oil wealth, murder, evil, and the origins of the FBI. John Grisham calls
it fascinating. Erik Larson and Kate Atkinson loved it. Will you? Try it and see.

Merry Christmas From Your Harvard Avenue Staff!

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
Youth Ski Trip

YOUTH @ HARVARD AVE

The time has come for our biggest youth trip of the year. On Wednesday December 27th, 38 of our youth and brave
adults will leave for 6 days of fun in colorful Colorado. This year’s trip will take us to Silver Cliff Ranch in central
Colorado with skiing at Monarch. Ski Trips are always a blast and I appreciate your support and prayers for safety,
energy and the presence to enjoy the beauty of nature and each other.

Youth Day Center Meal - January 7 3-6:30PM
The youth will kick off the new year by cooking and serving a meal at the Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless. We
will meet at the church at 3pm to cook the meal, then travel to the Day Center to serve. Afterwards we'll grab a bite
to eat for ourselves. Day Center meals are a fantastic opportunity for our youth to spend time together as well as
give back to our community.
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa.org
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth

THE ORCHARD - CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
Children's Christmas Musical - Thank You!
Snowflakes, Starfish, Electrons and Kringle Cove Girls all
singing and dancing at the Jingle Bell Beach with Sandy
and Sunny Pepperminter presiding over the "Reindeer
Rumble". Our Preschool and K-5th grade choirs singing
full-out and a visit by the Holy Family. This was the
joy and wonder of the children's Christmas Musical on
December 17!

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children

Thank you to Children's Music Director, Ashley Pease for
all of her work bringing this musical to life. Additional
thank yous go to the production team: Cheryl Pease, Jane
Whitt, Leslie Armstrong, Tom Jurena, David Martinez,
Colt Stubblefield, Christina Maxwell, Susie Daugherty
and Darlene Martinez. Thank you to Giselle Chebny and
all of the volunteers who made the Happy Birthday Jesus
party so much fun. And a big thank you to the parents
and children for all of their hard work and commitment
to making this a night to remember!

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
A Story to Tell
There’s a small plaque in my office, on a top shelf, so I see it each day as I walk into the room.

We all have a story to tell.
That’s what ministry is all about – what ‘Connections’ should mean: We all have a story to tell.
• How do we create the best space for stories to take shape?
• What do we have to say – in word and deed – to our families, our friends, and the world, about who God is
and what has happened in us because of Jesus Christ?
• Where do the things that matter to us and the things that matter to others collide – and where might they
combine to make another (greater!) story entirely?
- We answer with hospitality, facility, church growth, and congregational care.
- We answer with worship, preaching, prayer, and faith formation.
- We answer with stewardship, outreach, and community connection.
We all have a story to tell – all of us individually, and all of us together.
Beginning in February, this newsletter will look and feel different. It will arrive in your mailbox once a month

(first week of the month), and will include articles, features, highlights, and story-telling about the witness and
ministry of Harvard Avenue Christian Church … what it really looks and feels like to be loved, believe, and
become in this world. We all have a story tell – and every story matters.
The weekly e-News will continue to be your entryway to ‘coming events’, calendar sensitive items, things to
sign up for and respond to, immediate ways to be part of the day-to-day life and ministry at Harvard Avenue.
(And while this is a great time to be sure we have a good email address for you, the weekly e-News will have
a small print run available at our Welcome Centers for those who don’t use email.)
The weekly e-News will be your ‘here’s the next thing happening, come be part of it’ … the monthly newsletter
will tell you the stories of what we did, how it happened, and where God was present in the midst of it all.
We all have a story to tell. I can’t wait to see ours unfold.

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
Is Christmas Eve on Sunday this Year?
Early in any year, someone on our staff team will ask, "What day does Christmas Eve fall on this year?”
Following the “December 24th!” joke, someone pulls out the calendar. There are always more convenient
days than others. When the big night lands on Sunday, questions arise about our Sunday morning schedule.
Sunday morning is important as it hosts the final element of Advent before we can gather to welcome in the
Christ child. To hit hope, peace, and joy on the first three Sundays and skip the fourth Sunday, focused on
love, seems unthinkable. So we can’t skip it. We won’t. The community will gather on Sunday morning to
light that fourth Advent candle of love before returning that evening to light the Christ candle.
We know you may be all a flutter with family and activities so we’re accommodating that possibility by
hosting just one special service in the morning at 11:00 AM. I hope you’ll join us and believe your spirit
will not regret the time spent with your faith family praising God. In some ways, it will be similar to the
phenomenon of Holy Week. We can jump from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday and celebrate what God has
done in Christ with deep jubilation. However, there is some added depth of meaning when we gather on
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday before meeting for the resurrection celebration. I trust the same will
be true this Sunday.
Specially scheduled mornings like this one always seem to create space for a unique inbreaking of Christ
in our community. You’ll see people from both services coming together to worship. Others will bring
family with them who are visiting from out of town. The feel will be different and special because it’s not
the norm. Will you join us?
I am excited to journey a full day with you – from the morning that will offer that final build up of manger
anticipation to the evening when we lift high the light and celebrate that Christ has come to us again – it
shall be a marvelous day. “Is Christmas Eve on Sunday this year?” It is. It is. And it shall be beautiful.

This Sunday - Final Installment of "Arrive" Series
“Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed…” (Romans 16:25)
Soft spoken and humble preacher, Fred Craddock, once famously offered a message about Doxology, an expression
of gratitude that he personified as a companion for the sake of making a point. Could Doxology truly tag along
with him everywhere he went? Doxology is a churchy word we most often associate with a little ditty we sing
when the offering plates are carried to the Table in worship. Doxology literally means, “words of glory.” Can we
bring such praise with us as we make our way to the manger later this evening? Mary will. The shepherds will.
Can we arrive at Christmas with a loving doxology? Time will soon tell. Join us Christmas Eve morning as we
celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent, Arrive with Love – a sweet conclusion to our Arrive series. There will not
be Sunday School that morning and only one worship service will be held at 11:00 AM. Come worship Sunday
morning for what is sure to prepare our hearts to return later in the day to light and lift candles together at one of
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org
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Reminder for those who need to complete your 2017 or choose to pre-pay your 2018 pledge, your donation
needs to be in the church office no later than noon Thursday December 28. Thank you!

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 25		

Office Closed

December 27 - Jan 1

Youth Ski Trip

January 1		

Office Closed

Sunday Attendance

December 10: Rising - 174; Traditional - 378; Total - 552
December 17: Rising - 155; Traditional - 283; Total – 438

Newsletter Deadlines for 2018

The 2018 newsletter will publish monthly. The 2018
deadlines are: January 9, 24; February 21; March 14; April
25; May 30; June 27; July 25; August 29; September 26;
October 24; November 19; December 27. Articles are due in
the church office by noon. You may e-mail articles by noon
to christy@hacctulsa.org.

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

