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Sunday December 10
9 AM - Rising Worship Concert: Christmas in Tune IV
11 AM - Traditional Worship Cantata: Hosanna in Excelsis
7 PM - Concert: Hosanna in Excelsis

Sunday December 17
4 PM - Jingle Bell Beach
(Children's Christmas Musical)
*and after the show, a Happy Birthday Jesus party!

Back Page
Attendance and Deadlines
Upcoming Events

December 24
Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, December 19 before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

11 AM one Worship Service (no Sunday School)
4 PM Candlelight Communion Service
with Music by Avenue
6 PM Candlelight Communion Service
with Music by Chancel Choir
11 PM Candlelight Communion Service
in the Chapel

2

Be Loved!
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Adam and
Lisa Marshall and their
children Carolyn, Derek
and Nicholas who joined
the church on November
26. The Marshalls are
active in children's and
youth ministries.

Welcome
to
Kathie
Josephson who placed her
membership with Harvard
Avenue on December
3! Kathie was a part of
Harvard Avenue many
years ago and is glad to
rejoin friends here.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to HACC
member Clarissa Tilley
and her husband Dart on
the birth of their daughter
Ariscelli Jane on November
30. Ariscelli
is
the
granddaughter of Christa
and Mark Santos.

Congratulations to Isaac and
Sarah Grace Herbert at the
dedication of their daughter
Autumn
Elizabeth
on
November 26. Isaac is the
leader of The Rising Band.

Thanks to the leadership and interest of Mike Burton and Ray Briggs, we have a new
offering in our Health & Fitness Ministries … and this one is JUST for MEN (of a certain
age!).
If you are a guy who’s 70-plus, and could use a few evenings a week of some basic stretching
and exercise, join Mike and Ray on Monday-Wednesday-Friday, 5:00pm (Room 218, 2nd
Floor) for SuperSeventiesStretchers. No equipment required, no experience necessary – just the opportunity to take good
care of yourself, so you can take care of all the things you need and want to do every day!

The Harvard Avenue Book Club will discuss the book "Killers of the Flower Moon”, by David Grann
at their meeting on January 18, 2018. For questions or more information about the Book Club contact
Charlie Bennett at CABennett2@cox.net.
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org

3

Believe!
YOUTH @ HARVARD AVE
Middle School Flying Tee Outing – December 9th 4-7 pm
Whether you are a tour pro or have never swung a golf club, plan to join us for an afternoon at the range! The cost of
club rentals and balls will be covered - all you need to bring is money for food and drinks. All middle school students
and their friends are invited to join the fun.

Youth Christmas Party - December 20th 6-9 pm
Advent has begun and on December 20th the youth will celebrate
at their annual Christmas party. We will meet at the StoneBrooke
Clubhouse, 7818 S. Indian Ave. beginning at 6 pm and end around
9 pm. Drinks will be provided - all you need to bring is something
tasty to eat and a $10 wrapped gift. Friends are welcome, just make
sure they bring a gift so they can participate in the gift exchange.
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa.org

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth

THE ORCHARD - CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
Children's Christmas Musical and Happy Birthday Jesus Party
It's time for the famous Jingle Sing, a music competition that takes place each year at
Jingle Bell Beach. When a storm keeps the contestants from getting home in time for
Christmas things heat up and the result is a spontaneous, on-the-spot song competition
known as the "Reindeer Rumble." Please join us at 4 pm on Sunday December 17
for the fun as our children present the Christmas musical Jingle Bell Beach.
Immediately following Jingle Bell Beach, the Children's
Ministry will host a Happy Birthday Jesus party. Everyone
is welcome! Invite your family, friends and neighbors to
join us in this special celebration. There will be party favors,
birthday cake, and crafts along with photos with nativity
scene costumes and the Holy Family in front of a starry night
backdrop. Children can also make and wrap a gift for someone
special in their life.

Diaper Drive for Emergency Infant Services
The Children's Ministry at HACC is collecting packages of any size or brand of diapers from now through December
17. At the Happy Birthday Jesus party our kids will decorate a message of love to attach to the package and then
place them around the manger. The diapers will be delivered on Monday, December 18th.
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
Welcome Home
“Everybody get ready! They’ll be here soon!”
• Wes and Rebecca Morris, Emily and Alex; Hannah Lollman; Bill and Betsy Richert;
Gail Richards; Pat & Tom Maxwell; Rick Young … sanctuary décor
• Donna Vanderslice; Pat Maxwell; Becky Young; Melissa Carlson; Meredith Howard
… Peake Commons décor
"There’s plenty. Have more.”
• Thanksgiving Dinner for more than 300.
• TMM Community Feast for 70.
• Money to purchase 190 turkeys for John 3:16 (matched by Under the Sun for 190
more!).
• Blankets, baby supplies and more for Emergency Infant Services.

“This is one of my favorites. Do you think they’ll like it?”
• more than 60 voices, and a few dozen instruments
• 40 children, plus all of their adults
• weeks of planning, hours of rehearsal
• bible study, pastoral care, social action, current events, worship planning
• 36 daily prayers, via 223 text messages (and counting!)
“What else? We’re getting close – what’s left?”
Whether you preach, pray, sing, visit, cook, prepare, give, serve, teach, drive, feed, forward, share, decorate, direct, greet,
introduce, invite, welcome, park further, pray harder, stay longer, huddle less, speak more … whatever it is you’re doing, to see
that Advent waiting gets us to Christmas wonder and on to Epiphany’s discovery … Thank you.
And welcome home. Harvard Avenue is glad you’re here.

Special Community Concert Featuring Kelly Ford
Saxophonist Grady Nichols is headlining a Christmas concert
featuring Andy Chrisman of 4Him and acclaimed tenor (and
HACC Director of Traditional Music!) Kelly Ford. Forty
singers and musicians will be in the show to feature the music
of Grady's Christmas CD, “Falling In Love With Christmas”
and other seasonal favorites. The show is at the Broken Arrow
Performing Arts Center, Monday, December 18, 7:00 PM.
For tickets go to: www.fallinginlovewithchristmas.com.
Support Kelly and enjoy a marvelous show!
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
It's Music Sunday!
The whispered count of the conductor. The first strike of a chord. The movement of the bow across the
strings. The narration swells along with the music. Very quickly we’re in the flow, this pastor's spirit
gets lost again in the mysterious beauty of the Christmas story told through the gifts of amazing church
musicians. It’s MUSIC SUNDAY! And it’s here. Now. This Sunday! Will you be here?
Next to the raised candles on Christmas Eve, nothing strikes my Christmas spirit more than the musical offerings
on this particular day. Some of it is nostalgic. I remember my mother singing in the church cantatas year after year.
My dad would typically serve as the narrator. One year, dad even grew a beard in his attempts to authenticate his
role as Joseph in the live nativity that closed out “Journey to Bethlehem,” our church’s Christmas offering to the
community which brought out thousands every year. Brileys don’t have much success with facial hair so he really
committed himself to the effort. Another year, I played a young Joseph myself singing, “A Strange Way to Save the
World” as pilgrims made their way through my live scene of the Journey. Such memories!
We have incredibly gifted and committed musicians at Harvard Avenue. On Sunday morning at 9:00 AM, Isaac
Herbert and The Rising Band will lead us on this musical journey with Christmas in Tune IV. Each year, the beauty
grows and the rich telling of the story through modern Christmas songs swells my soul. At 11:00 AM, Kelly Ford
and the Chancel Choir will present "Hosanna in Excelsis”, certain to enlarge my spirit again. (They will repeat that
offering in a special Christmas Concert at 7:00 PM. Many will come to be blessed by all three musical offerings
that day. Maybe you will be one of them this year? Inspiration guaranteed!
Nothing quite says "Jesus is coming!” like this weekend does for me. The message will be beautiful. The sounds
will be next to magical. Who in your life could use such a gift right now? Please consider inviting them to join us
for one or all of these musical events. Offer them a ride or meet them at the door of the church and find a place to
sit together. Christmas is the time of year when people are most receptive to the message of the hope, peace, joy,
and love we know in Christ. Music Sunday may be the easiest invitation you can extend to a friend or neighbor all
year long. Personally, I cannot wait. I’ll be there, ready to sing, ready to receive, ready to worship. Join me! It’s
MUSIC SUNDAY!

Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org

The WELCOME MAT (USPS 736-590) is published semi-monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December 7

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 PM

December 10

'Hosanna in Excelsis' Concert 7:00 PM

December 14

Disciples Women Luncheon 1:00 PM

December 15

Parents' Night Out 6:00 PM

December 17

Jingle Bell Beach 4:00 PM

		

Happy Birthday Jesus Party!

Sunday Attendance

November 26: Rising - 155; Traditional - 219; Total - 374
December 3: Rising - 134; Traditional - 241; Total – 375

The Welcome Mat Schedule for 2017

The Welcome Mat is published twice a month. The last 2017 deadline is: December 19. Articles are due in the church
office by noon. You may e-mail articles by noon to christy@hacctulsa.org.

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

