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When gathered at fall retreat, the
pastors took hundreds of prayer
requests offered by the Harvard Avenue
community, and asked the Holy Spirit
to guide us. From that retreat came a
constant sense of the word IDENTITY.
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What does it mean to ask, Who am I?
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Our response to that question will unfold over the year as we seek to shape individuals
and community through the transformative power of worship, prayer, study, service,
and fellowship. What will it mean to be loved, believe and become in 2018?
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Who am I?					
Who am I in Christ?				
Who am I in relationship to others? 		
Who am I in relationship to the world?
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Back Page
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Upcoming Events

Epiphany + the New Year
Lent + Easter
Ordinary Time
Creationtide + Advent/Christmas

We look forward to shared conversation and deep connection as we participate in
offerings of worship, study and service. We encourage our community groups to
pursue curriculum and conversation centered on the questions that really matter. We
pray for creative ways to explore these questions together, and for the hunger and
means to reflect upon our identity, both as individuals and within our common life.

God is always a doing a new thing. And beginning in February, so are we!

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours:

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. -- Monday
through Thursday
Next Welcome Mat Deadline
Tuesday, Janaury 9 before noon

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

This NEWSLETTER will look and feel different. It will arrive in your mailbox
monthly, and will feature articles, highlights, photos and story-telling about the
witness and ministry of Harvard Avenue Christian Church. It’s about more than what
we’re doing to be loved, believe, and become … it’s about why what we do matters.
The weekly midweek E-NEWS will still come to you every Wednesday via email. It
is your entryway to ‘coming events’, things to sign up for and respond to, and ways
to be part of the life and ministry at Harvard Avenue. (This weekly e-News will also
have a small print run available at our Welcome Centers for those who don’t use
email.)
We’ll also make greater use of our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages, so be
sure to find us there!
This is a great time to make sure we have a good email address for you. A new thing
is happening – you don’t want to miss it!
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Be Loved!
New Members
Welcome to Matt and Michelle Barnard and their
children Jackson and Annie and to Ryan and Leslie
Armstrong and their daughters Elena and Hadley. They
all joined the church on January 7! Matt and Leslie
are the son and daughter of HACC members Keenan
and Starre Barnard. Both families have been actively
involved in the children's program and we are so glad
they have chosen to make Harvard Avenue their church
home!

The Armstrong family

The Barnard Family

Congratulations to Betsy
Richert! To honor her
many years of service
and outstanding work as
the media specialist, the
Memorial High School
library
was
recently
renamed the Betsy Richert
Library.

No Experience Required!
The HACC Coffee Bar needs your help.
If you can offer a friendly "hello", cut
doughnuts and push a button to make coffee,
you can be part of this important meetingand-greeting place. If you are willing to
serve a few times a year, please contact Kay
Thompson at (918) 850-6294 or sign up at
the Peake Commons Welcome Center.

Men's Dinner and Speaker - January 25
Next Man Up, HACC’s growing men’s ministry is launching 2018 with a hearty gathering
of food and inspiration on Thursday, January 25th at 6:30 PM.
Regular HACC participant and legendary University of Kansas basketball coach, Ted
Owens, will share a word about life goals and leadership from his work, At the HangUp: Seeking your Purpose, Running the Race, Finishing Strong. Copies of the book will
be available for $25 for those who would like to purchase one. A delicious BBQ dinner
will be catered by Tulsa’s own Stu-BQ! Cost is just $10. RSVP to Kevin Howe, kevin@
hacctulsa.org.
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
A Journey of Faith: 2018 PartnerTrip to Nicaragua
2018 brings the third annual Harvard Avenue pilgrimage to our partner community of Chacraseca,
Nicaragua, through support and guidance of the Christian-ecumenical organization, JustHope
(www.justhope.org).
The partnership with JustHope and the community of Chacraseca emphasizes the important
mutual benefit of shared educational experience between people of faith from different contexts
and cultures. Both communities are enriched by this exchange and the amazing impact that this
cross-cultural experience has on the faith journey of participants. By personally connecting with the people,
culture, and reality of Nicaragua, and assisting with local development efforts there, our community can expect
this partnership to cultivate a deeper understanding of our human connection to all of God’s children and to our
faith - a faith that transcends the borders of nations!
If you are interested travelling with us on our 2018 HACC PartnerTrip to the community of Chacraseca,
Nicaragua (July 14th – 22nd, 2018), now is the time to plan! There will be information sessions about this
exciting trip on Tuesday January 16th at 6:00 PM (Room 107) and Sunday January 21st at 10:00 AM (FLC).
You may also pick up an information packet from Kevin Howe at his office, or by email (kevin@hacctulsa.org).
A trip deposit of $500 will be due no later than February 7th.

HEALTH & FITNESS MINISTRIES
Men's Basketball (open)
Monday - 7:00 PM

Yoga

Fitness for Life returns January 23! Meeting
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:00 am this
class is designed to improve balance, posture,
gait, strength and muscular power. Additional
benefits are increased flexibility, range of
motion, and cardiovascular fitness. Fitness for
Life is taught by HACC member Becky Young,
a certified professional trainer with nearly 40
years' experience.

Tuesday & Thursday
Level 1 - 8:30 AM
Level 2 - 10:00 AM

Zumba

Tuesday & Thursday - 5:30 PM

Pickleball

Tuesday & Thursday - 11:15 AM
Tuesday - 6:30 PM

Super 70s Stretchers

Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 5 PM
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Believe!
YOUTH MINISTRY

Souper Bowl of Caring: January 28th & February 4th
The pots will be out in the Narthex and Peake Commons as our youth
collect non-perishable food items and money to support Iron Gate.
This will be the 6th year the youth have participated in the Souper
Bowl of Caring. Last year we collected $593 and 259 food items.
By joining our team, you become part of a national movement that
benefits people right in our own city. Through the Iron Gate program
600 meals are provided every day and 100 grocery bags of food each
week for those in need in Tulsa.

Youth Super Bowl Party: February 4th - 5:30 PM
This year’s youth Super Bowl party will have us heading for warmer weather down south - South Tulsa, that is! The
Grigsbys have graciously invited the youth to hang out, eat a ridiculous amount of food and watch the big game at
their home. We'll provide the drinks and all youth should bring snacks to share. Kickoff is at 5:30 PM, so plan to
arrive a little bit before then so you won’t miss the kick-off or the first fabulous commercial. Be on the lookout for
a text and e-mail with the Grigbsy's address as the event gets closer.
Grace & Peace, Colt 918-691-6525 colt@hacctulsa.org

www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- youth

Children's Worship Training
Would you like to influence the next generation of church leaders? Here is an
opportunity for you! We offer two worship experiences for two age groups
at both services on Sundays. Each worship service is led by a Storyteller and
an Assistant. While the Assistant does not require training, the Storyteller
position trains in the “Children Worship & Wonder” program. We are
fortunate to have a training offered in Tulsa, February 23-24! The training
includes the basics of the program, observations of several Bible story &
worship experiences, hands-on practice, snacks and lunch on Saturday.
The fee is $120 per person, but FREE to any HACC participant because
we will help host the training event. Please let Darlene Martinez know if
you would like to attend the training. You may register online at https://
discipleshomemissions.regfox.com/ or by phone at (317) 713-2641, Marissa
Ivey.
www.hacctulsa.org -- ministries -- children
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Become!
What's the Good Word?
A man in my childhood church greeted me every time I saw him with “What’s the good word, Mark?” Everybody
has a line. Once in a while someone on our team will bring out one of my apparent lines at Staff Meeting and we’ll
all laugh in recognition that indeed, “That’s one of your lines.” I suppose our attitude toward another is a major
factor in our embrace of their line or if their line ranks high on our cringe factor scale. Whatever the case, “What’s
the good word, Mark?” has been a fitting line this week.
Last Sunday, we launched our new year at HACC as we have for the previous
four years. More than 400 in attendance drew their very own unique word as
a focal point for 2018. Every year I remind our people that there is nothing
magical about this special drawing – they are just words on cards. Even so,
I am amazed every year at the seriousness by which this lottery of words
is taken by our fine folks. The gamut of reactions floods the moment of the
draw: the gasps, the “hmmms”, the ah-has, the bitter-beer face, the casually
abandoned card found by the deacons after the service. Some bring their word to me with great reverence, concerned
that they “won’t do it right.” Others are excited and eager to see what their word will reveal to them this year.
Others elbow their spouse, pleased with the word he or she drew with a wink of thanks to me as if I planted that
card especially for them. One guy offered me a hundred bucks to give him a card that said, “Golf.” “If the card
says, ‘Golf’, then who am I to argue with the Lord?” Touché. (I didn’t take the bribe if you were wondering).
So what is the good word? Is the word good at all? Well – the word on the little card is neutral of course.It only has
power or influence in the way it guides you to seek further guidance. Find your word in scripture. Do a word study
and uncover its language of origin. See what that opens for you. Pray the word aloud every morning and ask God
to open your eyes to its meaning throughout the day. The greatest intent of the practice is to increase our spirit of
intentionality. The more we pay attention to the Spirit – the deeper our spirits will grow.
Run with your word. Have fun! Be amazed! Laugh when it comes up in conversation. See how it might transform
you this year. “What’s the good word, Mark?” Well – for 2018, my good word is MELODY. So far, all I can do is
sing: “There’s within my heart a __________!” We’ll see what happens! Here’s to a year of discovery!

January 14: The Shape of Our Lives: Desires
"As he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct for it is written, 'You shall be holy, for I am
holy.' " (1 Peter 1:16)
If there is any truth to "We are what we eat," there may also be some credence to the idea: "We are what we want." All
that we have been, are today, and ever will be is connected to our desires. What do you care most deeply about? What
are the desires of your heart? A Christian is not called to suppress his or her desires but rather learn to desire that which
shapes the heart of God. Can God's heart become our own? Join us this Sunday at 9:00 or 11:00 AM as Mark Briley
continues our New Year sermon series: "The Shape of Our Lives,” with the message: “Desires.” (1 Peter 1:13-16).
Harvard Avenue Christian Church, 5502 S. Harvard, Tulsa, OK 74135 -- 918-742-5509 -- www.hacctulsa.org
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Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
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Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sign up Now for the 2018 Flower Calendar
Thanks to all who give flower
arrangements
for
Sunday
morning worship. For $75 you
can celebrate a special occasion
or honor a loved one, with
flowers professionally arranged
and delivered weekly. You can sign up on the "flower
calendar" at the Peake Commons Welcome Center
or contact Christy Southard (christy@hacctulsa.org)
to select your week. You are welcome to take the
flowers home to enjoy after the 11:00 AM service
and return the vase to the church within the week.

January 11

Disciples Women 1:00 PM

January 17

Be Here Event 6:30 PM

January 18

HACC Book Group 11:00 AM

January 25

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 PM

Sunday Attendance
December 24: Worship Total - 222
December 31: Worship Total – 179
January 7: Rising - 153; Traditional - 255; Total - 408

Newsletter Deadlines for 2018

The 2018 newsletter will publish monthly. The 2018 article
deadlines are: January 24; February 21; March 14; April 25;
May 30; June 27; July 25; August 29; September 26; October
24; November 19; December 27. Articles are due in the church
office by noon. You may e-mail articles by noon on those
Tuesdays to christy@hacctulsa.org.

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

