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“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42)
As the earliest Christ-followers gathered themselves in his absence, discerning how
best to be on-the-way together, what mattered most was exactly that: being together.
Koinonia mattered. Fellowship. Breaking bread and praying and remembering what
they’d learned. Being together.
Several years ago at Harvard Avenue, we spent a long time together discerning: Who are
we? Who did we want to be? What did we believe God had in mind for us? The largest
and most tangible result of that prayerful wondering is the building where we gather each week: brick and glass, wood
and steel and tile that holds us fast … and the prayers and hopes, doubts and wisdom, joys and challenges that spill out
of its stronghold and into the world … walking and working and living and breathing in each of us.
It is that spilling out, that overflowing, that abundance, that is captured in the less-tangible (but just-as-real) first of our
three core values: BE LOVED. From the abundance of God’s love for each of us – known in creation, recounted in scripture,
and experienced in relationship – we pour out not just a friendliness, not just a welcome, but a complete invitation: Be
loved.
Know that this is for you. That it is for each of us. This love, this unending supply of grace and mercy – from wherever we
have been to wherever we will be, and with whatever hesitations and fears may try to hang us up in the middle – this
love is for you. Be loved.
And so we gather at a table. Simply to share a meal. To break bread and to fellowship, remembering the One who draws
us together, and who insists that we not only receive the gifts of Christ, but that we ARE the gifts. We ourselves.
So you are invited. To be in worship. To share at the Lord’s Table. And to gather in koinonia – fellowship – with others just
like you, who are also beloved.
In a time when it seems something is always asked of us, our Koinonia Dinners ask only your willingness to join in. As a
host or a guest: simply to meet others, to break bread and fellowship.
We are created in love, and we are loved, and we are to love. God’s love roars through us and
into the world – streams and rivers and waves and oceans of unending love. How can we try
to stem that tide? How can we possibly keep that to ourselves?!
This Lent, this season of reflection, look deeper at ways you are loved, and that you live the
value of being loved in the world. Be part of a Koinonia Dinner. BE koinonia, be fellowship
itself. Be loved.
Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor

Come, Ye Disconsolate
This Sunday, the Chancel Choir is singing an
arrangement of the hymn, Come, Ye Disconsolate.
This hymn was written by Thomas Moore, a
young Irish poet and balladeer, known in the
early 1800s as the “Voice of Ireland.” Moore’s
lyrics may have come from reflecting on his own
life: Ineligible to graduate from Trinity College
in Dublin because of his Catholic affiliation, he
trained to become a lawyer but never practiced
law. He later resigned a military post in order to
devote himself to writing full time.
In 1 Samuel we read the story of Hannah, a
woman distraught over her childlessness. Yet
she never turned away from God, and in the end,
the joy of this desolate woman was a new child,
Samuel. Let us thank God that he not only invites
us to express our anguish but also promises that
earth’s sorrows have their healing in heaven.

Kelly Ford
Traditional Music Director
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Come, ye disconsolate,
Where’er ye languish
Come to the mercy seat,
Fervently kneel;
Here bring your wounded hearts,
Here tell your anguish;
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven cannot heal.
Joy of the desolate,
Light of the straying,
Hope of the penitent,
Fadeless and pure,
Here speaks the Comforter,
Tenderly saying,
“Earth has no sorrow
That heaven cannot heal.”
Here see the Bread of Life;
See waters flowing
Forth from the throne of God,
Pure from above;
Come to the feast of love;
Come ever knowing
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven cannot heal.

Palm Sunday – March 25 - ‘Holy Week’ opens
with palm-waving shouts of ‘Hosanna!’, recalling
the Messiah’s triumphal entry to Jerusalem. We
cry: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord!’, and stand with those eagerly
awaiting this promised Savior.

Good Friday – March 30 (7pm) - We read of
the betrayal and death that end Christ’s life,
and our shortcomings resonate in a darkened
worship space. The act of crucifixion stands
stark and dramatic, as our waiting is draped in
black, trembling to see what will come next.

Maundy Thursday – March 29 (7pm) - The story
moves to ‘an upper room’, and the meal Jesus
shared with his disciples; simple elements of their
traditional gathering infused with new meaning
and covenant. The command (‘mandatum’ =
mandate = Maundy) to ‘Do this in remembrance
of me’ echoes as we share the bread and cup.

Easter Sunday – April 1 – Amid fanfare and
bright light, we celebrate the miracle of a
resurrected Savior! Alleluia! Christ has risen!
Risen indeed! For each and all, just as promised,
Christ our Lord has revived us again!

Moving On Up
and are less likely to return. It feels "too full." As a
congregation that seeks not only to be friendly and
welcoming but inviting to others, I know we long for
all who seek refuge in our sanctuary to find ample
space to be part of worship and our life together.

I suppose I was too young to remember a whole lot
about The Jeffersons television sitcom. I remember
George’s confidence and boisterous personality as
much as anything. That could be because Sherman
Hemsley made cameo appearances as George
Jefferson often, even decades later. What has stuck,
however, is at least a line or two of the show’s theme
song, “Movin’ on Up.”
“Well, we’re movin’ on up… to the east side!”
The song matched the storyline of George and
Louise Jefferson, a couple who moved from Queens
to Manhattan following the growth of their drycleaning business. Not knowing much else, it’s hard
to endorse the show (or not) but that line does stick
in my mind and I hear it sung by people once in a
while as they make a move in their lives.
I hummed the line to myself this week following
an experience in worship last Sunday. It was one
of those threshold moments: a recognition that
the sanctuary was full of people - seeking, hopeful
people wondering how to process their lives in light
of the Gospel. How wonderful! ‘Church nerds’ like
myself who study patterns of congregational life
will tell you about the research of church growth.
When any one space reaches a 75-80% capacity
(meaning 8 out of every 10 seats are occupied), new
seekers will determine there is not room for them

So… I began humming, “Movin’ on up!” We need
some folks willing to move on up in the sanctuary
– which just so happens to be toward the east side
of the room. We know there are many jokes about
sitting in the front at church. Bob Uecker’s lonely
line from the back row at a baseball game: “Turn this
place around and I’d be sittin’ in the front row!" doesn’t
seem to have the same allure in church.
It is true. New guests, generally speaking, prefer a
seat closer to the back of the sanctuary than the
front.
In the spirit of welcome and invitation, I wonder
if you might consider movin’ on up a few pews in
the sanctuary on Sunday mornings – or at least to
the middle of your regular row leaving more open
spaces on the aisles and toward the back for those
who may be new among us. It may not seem like a
big deal to you, but for the one who mustered up just
enough courage to step through our church doors
for the very first time? It may make the difference in
their return the following week.
It is such a humbling gift to be a part of this dynamic,
growing ministry with each of you. Thank you for
being friendly and welcoming and, most of all, for
inviting others to join us, making room for them
when they come. And now is that song stuck in your
head? You're welcome!

Mark Briley
Lead Pastor
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Lent for Children
The Lenten season for children got off to a lovely start on Ash Wednesday. We
began by learning about the length of the season: 40 days and we don’t count
the Sundays (they are Little Easters). We talked about how the imposition of
ashes is an outward sign that we are created by God and we choose to follow the
ways of Jesus. The children walked a canvas labyrinth to symbolize our journey
through the season, and in the center, they received their ash cross either on
their forehead or hand.
During the rest of the season we will learn about three special words for two
Sundays each: GIVE, PRAY, and FAST. We are talking about the things that
separate us from God and how we can do more to GIVE, PRAY, and FAST to
become closer to God during this season. We begin with the word GIVE and the
children received their Week of Compassion offering boxes, collecting coins all
week to be part of our church-wide offering. Be ready with your coins in case
they ask you to join in!
To consider the word PRAY, we will focus on two kinds of prayer: a pretzel prayer, a tasty reminder to pray more
often. Each child will receive a bag of pretzels to enjoy at home, remembering in ancient times, Christians
would pray by crossing their arms over their chests with their hands touching the opposite shoulders. The
children also create a finger labyrinth to use at home as they learned to walk our canvas labyrinth at church.
Finally, you may be intrigued at the thought of a child FASTING, but it is possible! What we focus on is fasting
from an activity that takes time away from church activities, prayer or Bible study. The kids will have a choice
each week of one activity to fast from with a promise to add a spiritual activity. A card goes home with the
child for the parents to be aware of the commitment they made. Our children's practices at Lent are good
lessons for us too!
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

Youth @ Lent
As we move through the season of Lent, our youth
focus shifts: we head towards the cross and spend time
reflecting on the season and all that Lent means. On
Wednesday nights during Lent our youth are taking a
more intentional approach of spending time together
and diving deeper into conversations that matter. We
are moving back to our combined middle school and
high school schedule and spending our worship hour in
small groups discussing the shape of our lives and the
formation that is constantly molding us and taking steps
to grow into the people God has called us to be.
As we discuss not only who we are, but who we are in Christ, the conversation seems to always come back to
service and giving of ourselves, which is why serving and missions are such a large part of what we do with our
youth. Nowhere is this more evident than later this month when dozens of our youth choose to spend their
spring break serving at Peppers Ranch. I’m continually amazed by our youth and their willingness to give of
their time and energy, to live for others, understanding that who we are in Christ means living and serving as
Christ did.
Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director
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On Serving in Christ's Name
On Saturday, March 3rd, many groups from our congregation will
participate in a day of service that we are calling In Christ’s Name. Our
projects will take many forms that day—swinging hammers, scrubbing
floors, preparing food, planting gardens, and the like. These, of course,
are all tasks that volunteers can do, and there’s certainly nothing wrong
with volunteering. However, I think we disciples are called to something
more than volunteering: as people of faith, we are called to serve.
In an article entitled “Beyond Volunteering,” then Director of Disciples
Volunteering, Rev. Josh Baird, argued that volunteering is an excellent
way to address immediate needs and eases suffering, but it does not ask
a whole lot more of us than the task at hand. Instead, serving in Christ's
name pushes us further; beyong fulfilling needs, serving compels us to
ask why those needs exist in the first place.
Volunteering is something that we can choose to do on our own time, while serving is something that we are called to
do on God’s terms and God’s time. Serving pushes us to see beyond the task at hand, even the feeling of doing well by
others, because it’s about our relationship with God.
As we shift our mentality from being volunteers to being God’s servants, consider the following questions in your action:
• How is God calling me to use the gifts and graces that I have been given?
• What is God doing through me and in me as I engage in service?
• What is God doing to us, as a people, when we serve together?
When we do this important discernment work, we move from thinking about something we do, and see what wonderful
things God is doing in our world. After all, we take the action not just to complete a task, but to glorify God! So go forth to
love and serve in Christ’s name.
I am always eager to talk about ways you can serve at any time through one of our outreach partners. I always look
forward to serving with you, in Christ's name.

Kevin Howe
Community Pastor

2018 OUTREACH PARTNERS
In addition to Harvard Avenue’s denominational, international, and occasional mission partners, we celebrate the ongoing
ministry and relationship of our local mission partners:
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma * Day Center for the Homeless * Emergency Infant Services * Iron Gate Ministries
* John 3:16 * OASIS Adult Day Services * South Tulsa Community House * Southside Meals on Wheels * Stand in the Gap *
Stone Soup Community Venture * Habitat for Humanity * Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry * TPS Partners in Education
And this year we eagerly welcome a new partnership with Family Promise of Tulsa County.
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Mark the Date!
March 3

"In Christ's Name" Day of Service

March 9

Parents' Night Out

March 15

Koinonia Dinners

March 16-20

Youth Mission Trip

March 25

Palm Sunday

March 29

Maundy Thursday 7 pm

March 30

Good Friday 7 p.m.

March 31

Children's Easter Eggstravaganza 4 pm

April 1		

Easter Sunday

April 3		

"Be Here" Membership Info Event 6:30 pm

Book Discussion Group
March 15

11 a.m.

In March, the book Circling the
Sun by Paula McClain will be
discussed. Set in 1920’s Kenya,
this book is a fictionalized
history of aviation pioneer Beryl
Markham (the first person to fly
solo, non-stop across the Atlantic)
and her relationships with those
Out of Africa characters Denys
Finch Hatton and Karen Blixen.
Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship
Next Newsletter - March 21

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday

