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"Life takes a village and I am so 
proud to be part of ours..."

"Please share my heartfelt thanks 
with the staff and congregation..."

"Thank you for honoring 
what I do every day..."

"I saw your servants' hearts 
poured out..."

Up Close at "Walkout Camp"
                - more on page 2 - 



by Janet Jolly McKenzie
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Living Our Lives by Serving Others

"60 children we 
didn't know before 
returned to their 
schools and their 
teachers safe and 
sound, with stories 
of new friends and 
experiences..."

During the week of April 15, most area students returned to their classrooms. But for the 
first two weeks in April, 60 of them had been OURS as they joined the HACC "Walkout 
Camp”! For ten days, Andy and I had the privilege of working with other volunteers, 
HACC staff, Global Gardens, TPS, Reading Partners, Opportunity Project and YOU. 
Together we provided a safe, engaging and nurturing learning environment for the 
children during the Walkout for Education. What a gift for these children, their families, 
and us!

In the short time we got to know them, we learned of many challenging life situations 
that mirror the lives of so very, very many of the students in our classrooms today. Our 
beautiful facility, available resources, and your generous donations were the foundation 
that created this opportunity for children and families who needed it, while their 
teachers were advocating for the educational needs of all Oklahoma children. Students

arrived eagerly each day for food, friends, fun and well-planned educational activities: literacy, 
math, science, social skills, fine and gross motor skills, free choice center activities, art, music, 
and PE or outdoor play.

A wide age range of children enjoyed the comfort of routines, new and strong friendships, 
appropriate and engaging programing, healthy meals and snacks and even time to play. The 
leadership and planning necessary for this to be such a success was evident and consistent 
throughout. The typical activities of the church continued as usual, with the joyful sounds 
of children in the not too distant background. I bet there are many adults who now have a 
better idea of all that is involved in a typical school day!

As we spent our last day together, we were 
getting lots of hugs, gifts of drawings, requests

 It allowed me to do what I needed to do and he got to keep learning and have fun.” “Thank you so much for allowing him 
to be with you. It was going to be really hard on me because I don’t have any days off or vacation.” “This was such a great 
experience. We loved it! It was a blessing, and a safe beautiful environment. Everyone was just so nice and helpful and 
friendly.”

Sixty children we didn’t know before returned to their schools and their teachers safe and sound, with stories of new 
friends and experiences, completed projects for their home, new artwork on their fridge and no added stress. I hope each 
time they drive by our church they recall their fun, some things they learned, and all the people that cared about them. 
I hope they will always remember the time in 2018 that their teachers showed the world how much they love them and 
care about their future. 

And I hope the Harvard Avenue family will know and understand the impact you had on the lives of Oklahoma. I have been 
a member of Harvard Avenue Christian Church for 50 years. I have absolutely, always known the basic philosophy of our 
church---- we live our lives by serving others. I have watched it lived out day after day by models and mentors through the 
years. Your gifts are abundant! They have impact! Each gift is needed! Your gifts change lives!  So, from me, Andy, and all 60 
of our kids and their families, than you so very, very much!

to play “just one more game” or “please eat with me at my table”! There were 
plans to return “when my mom works this summer because I really like it 
here” and sad declarations of “ I’m going to miss you on Monday. Well I’ll miss 
you on Tuesday, too. Well I am going to miss you every day!” 

As families picked them up for the last time----oh, how I wish you could have 
seen their faces and heard their comments. “I appreciate you all so, so much." 
"Thank you for taking such good care of them." "I'm so glad this was an option.
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Uphill Both Ways

My wife crushed the Boston Marathon last week. When 
I was young and dreamed of getting married, that is a 
sentence I never imagined writing about the woman I 
would one day marry. The race-day weather was terrible, 
many say the worst in the 122-year history of the longest 
-running marathon in the United States. All of the work 
she put in ahead of time – the training, the investment of 
mind, body, spirit, even the finance to get to the hallowed 
streets of this famed race - seemed to be, if not a waste, 
an unfortunate reality of the circumstances.  Temps in 
the low 30s. A head-wind  the whole race. Driving rain. 

It’s hard enough for me to imagine running 26.2 miles on 
a beautiful day, let alone the day at hand. Nonetheless, 
she ran alongside 30,000 other enthusiasts, many of 
whom would not cross the finish line that day. Carrie did. 
And she did so with the fastest marathon time she had 
ever run – 3 hours and 32 minutes.  I was so proud. (To be 
honest, I thought I should have received a partial medal 
for standing in those conditions for that amount of time 
but apparently that’s not how it works!) 

One article from a New York newspaper said, in effect, 
“Runners will be talking of the legend of this particular 
Boston Marathon for the next twenty, even thirty years.  Let 
them. They’ve earned it.” I was there and can attest to the 
conditions even as I’m sure the legend will grow over 
time – just like a good fish story or the famed “I had to 
walk to school in the snow, five miles, uphill both ways.” 
The truth is, we all have an account of the hard things 
we’ve overcome along the way in life. Some are far more 
serious than the size of a fish, the slope of the walk to 
school, or even the treacherous conditions of the 2018 
Boston Marathon.

The gift, and challenge, of ministry is that we experience 
those moments alongside many people. It can 
seem a great weight as the Spirit of Christ gives us a 
compassionate desire to hold these moments faithfully 
with as many as we can. For this reason, the honoring of 
the Sabbath is more than a biblical practice, it is a soul 
necessity.  

The biblical metaphor of sabbatical is shared as a time 
for a field to lie fallow for a season so that new planting 
might be done and new growth spring up with greater 
strength. It is a practice of health for the soil and is not 
a step-back in any way, but a necessary step forward to 
the future production of all that will be planted within. It 
is a common practice in ministry, as it is in the realm of 
academia and other professions, for ministers to take a 
sabbatical, a time to reflect on the hard things achieved 
and a fallow time to imagine the future production of 
one’s ministry. It is not a vacation. It is not a time of seeking 
other employment. It is a time of renewal that saves 
the mind, body, and spirit of those in congregational 
ministry. I am excited for our own Courtney Richards to 
have such a sabbatical this summer.  

As part of our letters of call with our ordained clergy, a 
three-month sabbatical is gifted to each minister upon 
completion of every five years of service. Courtney 
reached that five-year mark last October and with the full 
blessing of our Personnel Team and Ministry Staff, she 
will embark on her sabbatical from May 28th through 
August 31st. What will she do? She will rest, retreat, 
study, engage in multiple educational opportunities, 
write and develop further skills for ministry. With her gifts 
and passions in Connections Ministry (including areas of 
communication), she has entitled her sabbatical, We All 
Have a Story to Tell. Her week to week itinerary to explore 
and enhance this passion for ministry is impressive and 
we all look forward to her sharing of her plans and, upon 
her return, the amazing stories she will have to tell herself. 
Your prayers for her experience, her renewal, and for our 
community as we hold her countless responsibilities 
under our care during her absence are most appreciated.  

As I am proud of Carrie for her amazing Boston 
accomplishment;  and of the amazingly hard things YOU 
all achieve every time the world spins around again;  I am 
likewise proud to serve alongside a partner in ministry 
the caliber of Rev. Courtney Richards. Life, it seems, is 
often an uphill-both-ways experience. It is hard. It is also 
rich and full and amazing and empowering and joy-filled. 
I’m honored to share it with you all. Let’s keep climbing!

 
                                          Mark Briley
                                                Lead Pastor
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PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
Friday May 11  6-10pm
Parents enjoy a night out while kids may join us for an evening of fun as we celebrate 
the end of the school year and anticipate the joy of summer!  

Coming Attractions!

KANAKUK KAMPOUT!
June 4-8  (ages 5-11)
Register at www.ComeToKamp.com.  Kanakuk is a rich opportunity for our kids to interact 
with a whole team of energetic and spiritually connected young adults for a whole week!  
Kids learn to conquer their fears by rock wall climbing, bungee flipping, and zip lining.  
Every day is packed with games, dancing, archery, and Bible studies about important 
connections to God.  

LOCK-IN
Friday May 11-12  10pm-9am
Second through fifth graders will stay on after PNO for additional fun and fellowship!   Sports, 
crafts, movies, video games and planning summer “Transformers in Action” activities will all be 
part of our evening together.  

TRANSFORMERS IN ACTION MISSION TRIP!
July 31-August 2
Where does our offering from the Children’s Worship Centers end up?  We’ll take a trip to Heifer Ranch and Heifer Village in 
and around Little Rock, Arkansas followed by a service project in the area.   The experience will end with a day at the Wild 
River Country water park.  Register with Pastor Darlene.  Cost TBA.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 18-22  10am-1pm  (ages 4-11)
VBS is a hallmark of summer at Harvard Avenue and this year is better than ever!  With a 
special ongoing memorial gift from the family of JoAnn Gilpin, VBS will be spectacular!  It 
is impossible to underestimate the impact of vacation Bible school on the faith formation 
of children.  Songs and scriptures they learn will follow them throughout their lives!  Invite 
your neighbors, friends and family for this summer adventure!  Register for this FREE event 
at the Children’s Welcome Center.

SUMMER SPOTLIGHT – A Theater Arts Camp for Kids!  
July 23-27, 10am-2pm
Children’s Music Director Ashley Pease has developed a week of musical fun that will culminate in a performance on 
Sunday, July 29 at 10am in the Family Life Center.  Cost:  $50 – includes a T-Shirt, CD and Water Bottle.  Register at the 
Children’s Welcome Center.

We have an exciting summer ahead of us in Children's Ministry! There are many 
opportunities for your children and grandchildren, friends and neighbors, to learn 
and to serve God. Here is a snapshot of what to expect as our church is alive this 
summer with the sound of children!

Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

Check out these two new activities - for children who have completed 2nd-5th grades!



Believe!
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Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

of summer youth on Wednesdays, but before all that can come we must finish out the school year.  This is always an 
exciting time for our students but it can also be busy and stressful; it is also a time of realization that this year’s senior class 
is finishing their last year of high school and preparing to leave the nest and take the next step on their life journeys.  As 
proud as we are of them and excited for their futures, we are also saddened to see them go and no longer be a part of 
our youth program.  We have nine Seniors this year, three of them, Cooper King, Trinity Santos and Zoey Martinez, moved 
up from Children’s Ministry 7 years ago and have been staples of the group ever since.  Our seniors drive and shape 
the direction of our group and this incredible class have truly made it their own.  I am proud and blown away by their 
leadership and cannot wait to see what the future holds for them.  

Senior Sunday will take place on Sunday May 6th and although we are changing the way we do things this year it will still 
be an amazing morning to honor our seniors as well as support our youth and their mission program.  We will be keeping 
our 9am and 11am services largely the same only taking a time out of each service to honor and bless this year’s seniors.  
And 10am is when the party will begin, our youth will be putting on a mission’s fundraiser breakfast in the FLC for the entire 
church, this will be a chance for you to enjoy good food and fellowship as well as support our youth summer missions.  The 
programing for the breakfast will handled by the seniors as each one of them gets a chance to share about their lives and 
spiritual walks.  This will be a beautiful morning of celebration and one last opportunity to honor our seniors as a church.  
As sad as we are to see them go, it’s outweighed by the joy of knowing they are supported and ready to take on the world.  

Teaching and...

...Serving
Summer Missions
Summer in Youth Ministry is an exciting time of partially controlled chaos.  Our program shifts in major ways as we attempt 
to spend as much time as possible with our youth while they are out of school with a little free time on their hands.  We 
add separate middle school and high school hang outs during the week, an ultimate league on Sunday afternoons, and 
pool parties. We shift to our Summer Youth schedule on Wednesday nights, combining our groups and going later into 
the evening.  We also add lots of opportunities for our students to connect and serve both on a local and national level.  

Senior Sunday
The beginning of May is always a bittersweet time in Youth Ministry.  We are 
gearing up for an exciting summer with our students filled with missions both 
local and national, pool parties, summer ultimate league, hangouts and late nights 

For our youth, missions and serving are a major part of not only our programing but their lives as well.  Throughout the 
summer our youth spend their Tuesdays partnering with various local organizations, giving back and helping out in any 
way they can.  Last summer our youth worked with Emergency Infant Services, The Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless, 
and Iron Gate Ministries doing everything from serving meals, organizing diapers and grocery bags, stocking shower 
kits, working in children’s classrooms, itemizing donations, doing laundry and cleaning sleeping mats. Spending Tuesdays 
downtown is just something they do.  

Our Middle School youth travel to Dallas June 11–15, partnering with Juliette Fowler Homes.  Our youth will spend their 
week cleaning, playing games, serving meals and having dance parties with some of our seasoned saints to the south. Our

High School team travels to Christmount Mission and Conference Center in 
Black Mountain NC to participate in their Mission Camp program July 7–15, 
doing outreach and working to meet some of the most basic needs for those 
in the greater Asheville area. All of our mission and outreach opportunities this 
summer will be a lot of fun for our youth, but will also engage them in serving 
and giving back as a way of life.  It’s truly humbling to see the enthusiasm 
and willingness our youth have to be the hands and feet of Christ. They truly 
understand what being a disciple means. 



Family Promise Gears Up!
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Family Promise Tulsa has made great progress in 2018! Nearly 20 congregations have 
signed on to be part of the program, under the leadership of new Executive Director, 
Kendra Morgan. Kendra  joins Family Promise of Tulsa County with 15 years of executive- 
level nonprofit experience.

Family Promise will 
soon be opening 
a chapter in Tulsa 
to provide housing 
and assistance to 
homeless families 
in our community.

Tulsa will soon be opening a chapter of a national organization called Family Promise to 
provide assistance and housing for homeless families in greater Tulsa. Partnering with local 
houses of worship, the families will stay nights at host congregations for a week at a time 
and receive case management and services during the day at a central day center. Harvard 
Avenue is pleased to take part in this effort as a host congregation. 

We will host a Bridges Out of Poverty Workshop at Harvard Avenue in June. This two-day workshop provides both social 
service providers and community members with key lessons in connecting with individuals living in poverty. Topics 
include increasing awareness of the differences in economic cultures and how these differences affect opportunities for 
success. This will help us better understand the issues surrounding poverty as we work to help those in our community and 
prepare to host families through Family Promise. This is open to anyone in the community and we will specifically be inviting 
members from other Family Promise congregations to attend. If you have interest in participating, please contact Kevin 
Howe, Community Pastor (kevin@hacctulsa.org).

Kevin Howe
Community Pastor

Bridges Out of Poverty

June 29  6-9 pm and June 30  9am-12pm 

Understanding Community Needs

Methodist Manor has donated a building for the Family Promise Center (day center). Several Harvard Avenue members, 
led by Danny Forthman, have been helping to complete needed renovations at the Family Promise Center. A van and 
trailer have also been donated. Nearly all the pieces are in place! 

We expect the program to be up and running by this summer, with family hosting weeks scheduled soon. Once we have 
our family hosting dates, individuals, families, small groups and Sunday School classes will be invited to sign up to help. 
Everyone will need to attend one volunteer training prior to the first host week. 

If you're interested in volunteering on the planning/organization team, getting Harvard Avenue ready to host (in addition 
to our host weeks), we'd love to have you.



Yoga is gentle exercise that builds balance, strength and flexibility, resulting in greater symmetry in the body. It also 
improves circulation, helps lower blood pressure., increases mental stamina and eases tension. “I began attending the Level 
1 yoga class with the goal of increased flexibility and core strength,” shares a class member. “I am improving and feel an inner 
peace that carries throughout my day.”

Taught by Harvard Avenue member Susan Hollingsworth, these basic yoga classes contain elements of both flow and 
therapeutic yoga. Level 1 and Level 2 classes always include instruction and options to accommodate the comfort, health, 
and needs of each student.

Susan has been a student of movement for more than fifty years with experience in ballet, tap, and yoga - and she continues 
to seek new and rewarding ways to bring healing movement to all participants.

What do you need to get started? Mats, blocks and a towel or blanket are requested supplies. Don’t have all of those? 
Susan can guide you. Anyone can do it!  Join in for an hour that will get your day off to a strong, peaceful start!

part of Health & Fitness Ministries @ Harvard Avenue

Tuesday / Thursday 

Level 1 - 8:30 am
Level 2 - 10:00 am
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Spring is in full swing and it’s time to 
get the garden planted and producing! 
If you would like to be kept up to date 
about garden work days, ways to help, 
and overall progress and fruitfulness 
of the garden, please sign up for the 
garden emails by contacting Christy 
Southard (christy@hacctulsa.org).

Spring

is in

the Air!
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Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m.–The Rising

10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Next Newsletter - June 6
Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Book Discussion Group
May 17      11 am

The May selection of the HACC 
Book Group is The Baker’s Daughter 
by Sarah McCoy.  With settings 
that alternate between Germany 
during World War II and El Paso, TX  
sixty years later, the book explores 
relationships, the Holocaust, its 
aftermath, and baking.  Join us for an 
interesting discussion of this novel. 

Mark the Date!

May 6  Youth/Senior Sunday 
  Missions Fundraiser Breakfast  10:00 am

May 10  Disciples Women  1:00 pm

May 11  Parents' Night Out  6:00 pm
  2nd-5th Grade Lock-In  10:00 pm

May 17  Book Group  11:00 am
  "Be Here" Membership Info Event  6:30 pm

May 19  Next Man Up Golf Tournament  11:30 am

May 23  Blood Drive  4:00 pm

May 28  OFFICE CLOSED (Memorial Day)
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                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org

Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez —  darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org 
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

 


