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Let the Little Children Come to Me...
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, 
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”      — Luke 18:15-17

If you've been watching the news lately, chances are you're aware of the plight of illegal immigrant children separated from their 
parents and being held in emergency custody across the country. Their stories are not unlike those of thousands of American 
children who are growing up in shelters, orphanages and foster care homes. 

These are troubling issues for many of us, especially for those of us who are parents. We know that all of these children, though 
they may be from different countries or speak different languages, are the same. They are children. And all children need to be 
cared for. We know that it is vital for development that children feel loved and safe. They need medical assistance, educational 
opportunities and legal help. They need to feel that they matter and that they contribute. And as I listen to upcoming activities 
and ministries for this church, I am reminded how many local children need our help as well. 

My family and I have been coming here to Harvard Avenue for about a year now. One of the reasons that we keep coming back 
is the amazing children's programming and the care this congregation gives to children. All the children. The children of the 
church, the children of Grimes Elementary, the children of Tulsa affected by April's teacher walk-out. I love being part of a church 
community that sees all children as "our children." 

There are wonderful opportunities coming up that will give us the chance to help raise children, even if the length of contact is 
not long. Vacation Bible School starts in June, and Children’s Pastor Darlene Martinez is looking for volunteers to help shepherd, 
teach and feed children. Find out how to get involved with VBS by emailing her at darlene@hacctulsa.org.

HACC Youth have a full summer planned with mission trips and service projects. These students will be working as the 
hands of Christ to help at the Juliette Fowler Home in Dallas, Emergency Infant Services, Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless, 
and Christmount Camp in Black Mountain, North Carolina. What amazing children this church is raising, they are spending 
their vacation helping the elderly and other children in need. If you are interested in providing a meal for our youth or even 
chaperoning a trip (I hear Six Flags is on the to-do list), they will love having you. Talk with Youth Director Colt Stubblefield at 
colt@hacctulsa.org to see how you can get involved!
 
Working with kids might seem daunting at first, especially to those of us that don't have much experience with them. But these 
ministries introduce children to the love Christ has for each of us, helps show them that having faith in God means never truly 
being alone. Can you imagine a better gift to give? Is there anything more important than loving a child? This summer at HACC 
is an awesome opportunity to truly be loved, believe and become!    

Melanie Nicholas has worked in communications and journalism for longer than she would like to admit. She is a columnist 
for Hearst Publications, writing about motherhood, faith and everything in between. She and her husband David are 
Texahomans, living in Jenks with their two children, Parker, 9, and Bodhi, 7. Melanie is excited to help out the HACC staff 
while Pastor Courtney Richards is on sabbatical, because Texas girls stick together! 

Blessings! 
Melanie
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Congratulations to our Graduates!

Charlie Freeman
Cascia Hall Preparatory School

Eli Brock
Booker T. Washington HighSchool

Eli will attend the Univeristy of 
Pittsburgh in the fall where he will 
major in Electrical Engineering. 
He is the son of David and Jennifer 
Brock and brother to Toria.

Charlie will be majoring in 
Business Administration at 
Oklahoma City University 
next year. He is the son of 
Bruce and Laura Freemen.

This fall, Elizabeth will attend the 
University of Arkansas where she 
will double major in Accounting 
and Political Science. She is the 
daughter of Harper and Sallee 
Winton.

Julia will attend Kansas State 
next year where she will pursue a 
degree in animal science. She is the 
daughter of Kevin and Susan Gross, 
sister to Andrea Gross and Diana 
and Scott Booren and proud aunt 
to Cara and Connor Booren.

After taking a gap year to explore 
career paths in Business Marketing 
and Advertising, Zoey plans to attend 
Rogers State University in Claremore. 
She is the daughter of David and 
Darlene Martinez, sister of Amelia 
and granddaughter of Lois Benne.

Cooper will attend TCC 
in the fall then transfer 
to Oklahoma State. He is 
the son of Phil and Cindy 
King, brother of Kacey and 
grandson of Lou Schlosser.

Julia Marie Gross
Holland Hall School Noah Palmer

Epic Charter School

Cooper King
Union High School

Elizabeth Winton
Edison Preparatory High School

Zoey Martinez
Tulsa School of Arts and Sciences

Trinity Santos
Tulsa Learning Academy

Pagan Regnier
Booker T. Washington High School

Pagan will focus on Business 
Management in his future educational 
endeavors. He is the son of Beth 
McClure and brother to Ambrose 
Maddox.

Noah will study pre-med at 
Northwestern University after 
taking a gap year. He is the son of 
Adam and Michelle Palmer.

Trinity graduated from Tulsa 
Learning Academy. She is the 
daughter of Mark and Christa 
Santos and sister to Robinton.
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Fuller House
When I was growing up, T.G.I.F. (Thank Goodness It’s Friday) 
referred to the slate of my favorite television sitcoms; 
most notably Family Matters and Full House airing on 
Friday evenings. They were wholesome shows with life 
lessons about having integrity, good character, and the 
playful struggle of life with siblings (and the redemption 
of counting on those same siblings when you needed them 
the most). I suppose it grew my own appreciation for my 
older brother and little sister. It also taught me to say, 
“cut it out” with accompanying hand gestures and “you 
got it dude!” quoting Michelle Tanner, the baby of the 
family on Full House. 

The trend these days is to reboot television shows from 
that time period. Full House did so in the last couple of 
years, tracking those same siblings, now adults, as they 
navigate life and family in ongoing ways. They called 
the reboot Fuller House, and it is already contracted with 
Netflix for a fourth season. While intrigued, I admit that 
I haven’t watched any episodes of the reboot. Even so, I 
understand the idea that as we grow, change, and add 
new generations to the family, the plot thickens. I do 
not have any growing family additions to share in my 
own household (so let’s not get too worked up friends) but 
this past week, my family added three members to the 
household.  

Our full house got a reboot of its own on Sunday evening 
as we welcomed three college students into our home. 
They are counselors for the Kanakuk KampOut! that 
Harvard Avenue hosted for the week. More than 130 kids 
from the Tulsa community are finding adventure and 
faith all day long at the KampOut! .A zip-line consumes 
half of our parking lot. The smell of inflatables fills the 
air as part of the activities that accompany the theme 
of “This to That,” a consideration of what it means to be 
transformed by the love of Christ. Thirty college-aged 
counselors from all over the country are leading the effort 
and staying in the homes of our church people. It’s been 
an honor to have Weston, Andrew, and Jimmy staying 
with us. We’ve asked them about their studies, their faith, 
their dreams. They’ve asked us about marriage, church-
life, and raising a family. And… they’ve taken interest 
in our kids as we played intense family games of Bocce 
Ball in the yard and they cheered on our children as they 
created a spontaneous piano recital and talent show 
(Dane doing the worm is always a show stopper). There is 

more food to make, more laundry to do, and less hot 
water to go around but such is more than worth the 
camaraderie, the shared desire of faith, and learning 
from others who have different experiences in life than 
we’ve had. 

What’s your version of a Fuller House this summer? You 
don’t have to take strangers into your home to have 
such an experience. You may make room for others 
in your heart by helping with Vacation Bible School 
coming up in a few short days. You might join the Family 
Promise effort as we will soon house those in our own 
community who find themselves without a place to call 
home. You might welcome someone new to our church 
community and invite to meet them for coffee just to get 
acquainted. You could offer to pick up a new friend on 
your way to worship some Sunday morning. There are 
countless ways we can expand the welcome of Christ to 
people we encounter. It may ask a little something more 
of you, a little sacrifice or a stretch of your comfort zone, 
but the kinship formed in those moments of hospitality 
are more than worth it in my estimation. The writer of 
Hebrews famously said, “Stay on good terms with each 
other, held together by love. Be ready with a meal or a bed 
when it’s needed.  Why, some have extended hospitality 
to angels without ever knowing it!” Fill the house of your 
spirit, friends and then T.G.I.F (Thank God it’s Full!). 

                                          Mark Briley
                                                Lead Pastor
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Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

Living Beyond Ourselves
School is out and warmer temps are here, which means a lot of different things for our students - pool parties, camps, vacations, 
ultimate league, Drillers games, staying up late and sleeping late. Whatever their plans, summer is a truly magical time to be a 
teenager.  

It’s also a time in our youth program when we work to shift our youth's focus a little bit and use their time to live beyond 
themselves. Summer is filled with opportunities both locally and nationally for our youth to serve. In addtion to middle school 
and high school mission trips, we have five Serve Tuesdays this summer partnering with the Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless, 
Iron Gate Ministries and Emergency Infant Services. Our youth will spend their summer not only having fun but also serving 
meals, organizing diapers and grocery bags, stocking shower kits, working in children’s classrooms, itemizing donations, doing 
laundry, cleaning sleeping mats, playing bingo and karaoke with seniors, building houses, beautifying camps and leading VBS. 

The week of June 11-15 finds our middle school youth headed to Dallas where they will once again partner with the Juliette 
Fowler Communities. Fowler operates three residential programs providing a home and special services for more than 350 
elderly and mobility-impaired residents each day. Our youth will interact with residents by playing games and leading classes 
at the Fowler Christian Apartments and Jackson living center. with a special project and use their talents on a special project.

Our high school youth will be traveling to Christmount Camp, Retreat and Conference center in Black Mountain, North Carolina, 
July 7-15. While there they will partner with the Asheville Youth Mission alternating between work projects, community outreach 
and working with a children’s camp. 

Summer mission work is a time when our students begin to hear the call of Jesus and embrace what it means to be one of His 
disciples and I am honored and humbled to experience this firsthand with our youth.

Each Sunday children bring their offering to the Children’s Worship Centers to share with 
those in need. One recipient of our funds is Heifer International based in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. This global nonprofit works to eradicate poverty and hunger by distributing 
animals, along with agricultural and values-based training, to families in need around the 
world as a means of providing self-sufficiency. HACC children who have completed 2nd – 
5th grades have the opportunity for education about hunger needs when they visit Heifer 
Ranch and Heifer Village July 31-August 2. They will learn how their donation towards 

animals helps children around the world. Following the tour they will put what they’ve learned into practice as they fulfill a half-
day service project in the community. We are so happy for this opportunity to help our children learn what it means to become 
the hands and feet of Christ in the world.

Summer 2018!
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

Theater Arts Camp
July 23-27

Register at the Children's Welcome Center or www.hacctulsa.org/children's-ministry

Vacation Bible School
June 18-22
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Kevin Howe
Community Pastor

As people of faith, our scriptures require us to engage and care for those who 
find themselves in situations of poverty. But unless we have encountered 
poverty ourselves, it can be hard to comprehend the “hidden rules” that 
govern many aspects of life for the poor. This, in turn, limits our ability to be 
meaningful support. 

Bridges Out of Poverty is a curriculum developed to provide organizations that 
work with people from poverty a deeper understanding of their challenges – 
and strengths. As our congregations move into a season of focus on engaging 
our neighbors and serving those in our community, we are offering this 
exciting course to anyone who would like to go deeper in their understanding 
of the poverty of our own community and enrich their abilities to serve. 

Led by our own Colleen Ayres-Griffin, the two-session Bridges Out of Poverty 
workshop will take place Friday, June 29th, 6pm-9pm & Saturday, June 30th, 
9am-12pm. Registration is free and meals will be provided at both sessions. 
If you would like to register, please RSVP to Kevin Howe, Community Pastor 
(kevin@hacctulsa.org) or by calling the church office. The deadline to register 
is Thursday, June 14th. Join us in deepening our understanding and ability to 
serve our neighbors here in Tulsa and beyond.

For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore, I command 
you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and 

to the poor, in your land.’ 

-Deuteronomy 15:11

In the early hours of Good Friday 
this year, Howard Lodge, the 
main sleeping quarters at Camp 
Christian, burned to the ground. 
For decades, Camp Christian in 
Chouteau, OK, has served as our 
denominational camp grounds for 
local congregations. And while the 
camp’s board has been working on 
a Master Plan for the campus for 
the last 2 years, the loss of Howard 
Lodge was certainly a step back, 
requiring the board to reimagine 
the possibilities for meeting the 
needs of congregations and other 
guests that use the camp.

Prior to the fire the camp had 
begun a fundraising campaign 
for a new multi-purpose building. 
That campaign is still ongoing. 
And as plans for new structures 
and insurance settlements 
continue, the board is hopeful that 
those who share love for Camp 
Christian will consider a financial 
gift towards the renovations to 
take place at the camp, bringing 
this camp ministry forward in the 
future.

As an outreach partner, The 
Harvard Avenue Outreach Team 
has pledged to offer a financial 
contribution in support of Camp 
Christian’s building effort. If you 
would like to support the camp 
with a financial gift, please contact 
Kevin Howe, Community Pastor 
(kevin@hacctulsa.org). 

From Ashes 
Come New Possibilities
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Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m.–The Rising

10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Next Newsletter - July 3
Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Book Discussion Group
June 21      11 a.m.

Huckleberry Finn is the selection 
for June. Everyone knows about 
this classic book - the one about a 
river, a raft, a couple of guys, and 
a friendship. Most were supposed 
to have read it years ago and some 
might actually have done so. Join 
us on June 21 for this season’s last 
meeting and help us choose book 
selections for next year.

Mark the Date!

June 4-8 Kanakuk KampOut! Day Camp

June 7  HACC Bridge Group  1:00 pm

June 10  Middle School Mission Trip Deposit Due

June 11-15 Middle School Mission Trip

June 18-22 Vacation Bible School  10:00 am

June 21  Book Group  11:00 am

June 26  Youth Serve Tuesday  9:30 am

June 28  HACC Bridge Group  1:00 pm

June 29-30 Bridges Out of Poverty Workshop

FAITH MATTERS (USPS 736-590) is published monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at 
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                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org

Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez —  darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org 
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

 


