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Experiencing the Love of God
In June, Harvard Avenue was home to Rolling River Rampage, an awesome, week-long Vacation Bible School experience.
Hosted by Children’s Ministries staff and an army of amazing volunteers, the event was chaired by Ashley Pease and Rebecca
Morris. Giselle Chebny directed registration for the 117 kids that filled HACC with dancing, singing, art, science and storytime.
By comparison, in 2008, HACC had 43 children participate.
Children's Pastor Darlene Martinez said she was thrilled with enrollment this year. “Our hope is that these children experience the
love of God through fun and fellowship. I hope they find us a welcoming, safe and loving community,” she added.
Especially important in that 67 of the kids attending were not HACC member children. They
came from across Tulsa; our church, our neighborhood, churches that don't offer a VBS, and
even a daycare whose clients include children in foster care.
It was pretty evident which kids were from outside our church walls, some didn’t have tennis
shoes, some wore the same clothes a few days in a row. There were kids that ate every bite of
the lunches and snacks prepared by Cindy King and her kitchen team. There were children who
were amazed by the food drive VBS sponsored for Tulsa’s Iron Gate food mission because they,
too, didn’t always have food at home. It was not uncommon to hear some kids say they didn’t
have food at home, just like the guests Iron Gate serves.

Ranger Roger (HACC Youth
Director Colt Stubblefield) lands
in the dunk tank! VBS children
brought food items to donate to
the Iron Gate food mission and
voted on who would be dunked
Two kiddie pools of food were
donated to the food pantry.

At the end of the second day, Darlene gathered the volunteers. Like Darlene, most of us are
mothers. She looked at us with such concern in her eyes. I can’t speak for all the volunteers, but I
was worn out after being with 12 rambunctious kiddos, and her words sang in my heart.
“We are not here for our kids," she said. “We are here for these kids from beyond our church. We may
be the only hug they get, we may be the only meal they have for the day. We may be the only ones to
tell them that God loves them.”

I thought, too, of Mark Briley’s sermon series this month, Love (An)other. Talk about God’s timing. Because all people are one
people in Christ. And I loved all my classroom kiddos. Like they were my own. I prayed over, hugged on and kissed sweet heads.
I worried at night about them. I soothed boo-boos and disciplined them, the same way I do at home. Because they were all my
kids, all God’s children. And when two of my classroom kiddos ran to me at the end of the week and told me they loved me, I
just cried. It has been a few years since my own children hurled themselves at me, wrapping themselves around me. I will sure
miss their little hands and sweet smiles, I hope they come back to us.
When I saw that Cindy and her team had packed up every ounce of extra food into sacks for children to take home, I cried a little
more. What an amazing week, I am so proud of this church and the people who love all.
Blessings!
Melanie

Serving Others

Middle School Mission Trip
June 11-15
Juliette Fowler Communities
Dallas, TX

"Serve Tuesdays"
Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless,
Emergency Infant Services, and
Iron Gate
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Learning About God

Vacation Bible School
June 18-22

Kanakuk KampOut!
June 4-8

3

FAITH MATTERS (USPS 736-590) is published monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at
5502 S Harvard, Ave. Tulsa, OK 74135-3859. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to FAITH MATTERS, 5502 S Harvard Ave., Tulsa, OK 74135-3859

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Mark the Date!
July 7-15

High School Mission Trip

July 23-27

Summer Spotlight Theater Arts Camp

July 23		
Be Here! Membership Inquiry Event
		6:30 pm
July 25		

Blood Drive 4:00 pm

July 29		

Sunday Fun Day! 10:00 am

July 31		

Youth Serve Tuesday 9:30 am

July 26		

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 pm

Sunday July 29 10:00 am
Please join us for our Sunday Fun Day! where we'll
join together for a combined worship service at 10
a.m followed by a fellowship meal. Stay tuned to
e-mail, Facebook and our website for more details!

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship
Next Newsletter - July 3

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

