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Who are We in Relationship to the World?
Pet Blessing
It is an age old question for adherents of the faith. Many will be familiar with popular
expression—which often gets quoted as though scripture—that Christians are to
be “in the world but not of the world.” And while the pithy remark captures some
aspects of New Testament teaching, the question merits a more robust answer,
one that highlights the complexity of this relationship for people of faith over the
centuries.
In one sense, we are an integral part of God’s good creation; on another hand, we
are a people set aside for a particular task. We are called to go out into the world to
share the Good News of the gospel, which is for all creation. And at the same time,
the scriptures warned us of the hostile ideological environment that we will face as
Jesus’ disciples.
As a continuation of the journey our congregation has taken in exploring our
identity, we now turn our attention to this question. We will begin to explore the
question of our relationship to world by observing a new liturgical season called
“Creationtide,” which is devoted to reflecting on God as Creator and Sustainer of all
life.
Our worship series, by the same name, will begin our journey into exploring our
relationship to the world by reflecting on our God as the Creator and what it means
to be a part of that creation. Why did God create? What does it mean to be part of
that creation? What can we learn about God from the rest of creation? These are
some of the curiosities we will explore.
The question of our relationship to the world is one to take seriously as we seek
to lead a life that is faithful to the gospel message. May our study, prayer, and
discernment of this important question enrich our call as disciples of Christ and
deepen our faith.
In Christ,

Kevin Howe
Community Pastor

Join us Sunday September 9th at
4 pm for a blessing of our beloved
animal companions. Bring your pet
or the picture of a treasured pet who
is now deceased to the grass lawn
between the HACC parking lot and
the Community Garden. Fellowship
and frolicking to follow the blessing!

Capturing the Wonder
As part of our Creationtide worship
series, we are inviting you to submit
a photo that you took, or one that
you have seen that highlighted
the beauty and wonder of God’s
creation. Photos, along with a note of
who contributed them, will be used
on the worship screens throughout
our series as a way of inviting others
to celebrate the beauty of creation
and inspire our worship of God
the Creator. You may submit your
photo to Colt Stubblefield at colt@
hacctulsa.org.

Connecting as the Body of Christ
Fall is such a special time and marks a significant change not only in
the seasons, but also in youth ministry. Pool parties, Serve Tuesdays,
late nights and mission trips are replaced by Wednesday Night Youth,
Lock-Ins, retreats, cookouts and ski trips. The activities that we do with
our youth take many forms, from the intentionally spiritual (worship on
Wednesday nights, teachings, discussions and Sunday School), to the
times when we just spend time together in fellowship.
Many of our activities may simply seem like fun things to do but youth
ministry is about more than that – the connection and relationships
they form from their time together reminds them that they are not
alone. Not only do they have each other on this journey, but they also
have a place to belong. There are adults who care about them and are
willing to take an interest in their lives. They have a church family that loves and
supports them and is glad to make our church the kind of place that welcomes
them. Most importantly, they come to know a God in whose image they were
created that loves them and wants a relationship with them.
We have a lot of activities coming up this Fall! In addition to meeting every
Wednesday night and Sunday morning, our youth will have an opportunity to
participate in a lock-in, Fall retreat, Fall Festival, Christmas party, ski trip and
other fellowship and service opportunities. These events offer a connecting
point for students to be a part of our group and also the body of Christ. If you’d
like more info about any of our youth activities or would like to join us, feel free
to reach out to me anytime. We’d love for you to be a part of what we’re doing.

Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

Pumpkin Spiced Fall Festival?
....well everything else is pumpkin spiced this season,
why not the Fall Festival too? Help welcome our
community to a fun afternoon of fall festivities including
carnival games, Route 66 Photobooth, crafts, hay rides,
barnyard animals and pumpkin spiced refreshments.
HACC is steadily becoming a beacon of Christ's light in
our community and this outreach event to families with
young children is a tradition to look forward to! Sign up
to volunteer or bring wrapped candy & prize donations
to the Children's Welcome Center.
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor
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Sneaky Growth?
I recently heard someone end a story with the passing remark:
“Sometimes spiritual growth sneaks up on you.” He went
on his way and I, mine. While it wasn’t the intended lasting
impression from the conversation, I couldn’t shake those final
words: “Sometimes spiritual growth sneaks up on you.” What
does that mean? I kept wondering about it. Here I am trying
to be so intentional about prayer and spiritual disciplines
and growing my heart for God and others and this guy drops
so casually, “Sometimes spiritual growth sneaks up on you.”
Okay, I thought. Maybe the Spirit is sneaky sometimes. I’ve
had those moments where when I least expected it, this wave
of hope or peace; grace or love swept over my soul. I didn’t
even see it coming. Those are wonderful moments. They
leave you feeling nothing but gratitude.
Maybe even more than those moments, spiritual growth
found me the hard way – during a hard life lesson or following
a significant loss of some kind. That’s understandable. Any
time we are forced to confront life’s realities, our spiritual
resolve is tested again… and hopefully strengthened. Is that
sneaky growth? It didn’t seem to be what the man meant
when he said it.

With School in full swing, college football season underway
and the hope of Fall’s beauty to find us soon, maybe you’re
ready to get refocused too. How will you be intentional
about growing your spirit this Fall? Will you join a Community
Group, Bible Study or Sunday School Class? Will you join the
choir or try a fitness class at the church? Will you help with
our Fall Habitat for Humanity home build or join our Family
Promise team that will house homeless families at our church?
Will you commit to a weekly worship discipline and invite a
friend to join you? There are countless opportunities to grow
your spirit at HACC this season. While spiritual growth may
occasionally sneak up on you, I believe putting ourselves in a
position of worship, service, fellowship and study primes the
pump for the Spirit to heal and propel us into a season of new
spiritual strength. Don’t wait for sneaky growth. Get into the
flow of the Spirit now and see how we rise together.

If nothing else, I decided, the notion has me thinking about
spiritual growth. Sometimes, the mere mention of the phrase
is enough to get me refocused on the need to keep my spirit
malleable. Being spiritually open keeps my heart ready for
the Spirit of God to move me, grow me, heal me.

Mark Briley
Lead Pastor

Annual Stewardship Campaign - Open Mic
The familiar tap on the microphone: “Is this thing on?” the tapper asks. It is. A crowd
awaits what will soon be shared. The room is quiet. The speaker takes a breath. That
speaker is you. What will you say? The possibilities are endless. You could offer a joke,
tell a story, sing a song. You could whisper. You could scream. You could say ‘thank you.’
Thank you is among the most commonly used phrases in the English language. The
average American says thank you 2,000 times a year but, as research reveals, more than
half of the time, we don’t mean it.
What is gratitude...really? What if we not only offered thanks genuinely but we found a way to embody gratitude in our living?
Dr. Robert Emmons, a leading scientific expert on gratitude, argues that there are two key parts to gratitude. First, gratitude is
an affirmation of goodness. We affirm that there are good things in the world, gifts and benefits we’ve received. Second, we
recognize that the source of this goodness is outside of ourselves. As people of faith, we point to God as our source of “every
good and perfect gift” and that “all things work together for good” when God’s love is at the center of the effort.
November ushers in gratitude like no other season. The month also hosts HACC’s annual stewardship campaign that will help
determine the reach of our ministry in 2019. Don’t miss a fun and pertinent sermon series that will accompany the season
entitled, “Open Mic”. We will imagine an open mic before us. What will we say? What will we do? What will we give of ourselves?
The mic will soon be open. The floor will soon be yours. What will you say?
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Mark the Date!
September 9

Creationtide Pet Blessing 4:00 pm

September 13 Disciples Women 1:00 pm
September 14 Parents' Night Out 6:00 pm
September 20 Book Discussion Group 11:00 am
September 22 Jim Rosenlieb Memorial Habitat Home
		
Wall-Raising Ceremony 8:30 am
September 26 Blood Drive 4:00 pm
September 30 Avenue Spiritual Concert 7:00 pm

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Book Discussion Group
September 20

11 a.m.

The HACC Book Group kicks off its
new year with a discussion of A
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.
This is the story of Count Alexander
Rostov, a Russian designated by
the post-revolution Bolsheviks as
an "unrepentant aristocrat" and a
"Former Person", sentenced to spend
the rest of his life living in Moscow's
elegant Hotel Metropol. You will not
want to miss reading this book or
coming to the group discussion!

Next Newsletter - October 3

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

