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Looking Ahead: To 60
In 1959, on Palm Sunday, the gathered faithful –
from Disciples churches in the area, and friends
all around – first worshipped as Harvard Avenue
Christian Church. Sixty years, and lifetimes of
ministry later, the faithful STILL gather – from
Disciples backgrounds, from other church lives,
from near and far, and some finding church
for the very first time – to be loved as we are,
to believe that we are better together, and to
become the body of Christ, alive and changing
the world.
Harvard Ave turns 60 this year. And what a year
it will be!
This Palm Sunday, we’ll do a bit to remember our
start. (It won’t be the same date – March 22 1959/
April 14 2019 – but it will be the right occasion.)
We’ll spend the spring building a gallery, telling
stories, gathering friends near and far, and
planning a celebration. And then:
On Pentecost (June 9), the day we mark the
gift of the Holy Spirit into a faithful crowd that
gathered that day … the same Holy Spirit that
moves among us each time we gather … we
will spend the morning gathered in worship as
always, to praise the God who called us then, and
calls us now. That evening, a big celebration!
More to come – and we may hold out a surprise
or two! – as we look ahead, by looking back at 60
years of God’s grace, Christ’s call, and the Spirit’s
strength, all right here on Harvard Avenue. We’re
wrapping up 60 in style, and looking forward to
many, many more!

Looking Ahead: To Lent
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Looking Ahead: To What God Is Doing Next
Excerpts from January 27 State of the Church. Full audio, manuscript,
and Annual Report at hacctulsa.org>'Your Week'.

It was 1959. Dwight D Eisenhower was President of the
United States. Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra were the most
popular voices in music. Barbie dolls were introduced to the
world, along with the first weekly television series airing in
color, which was … ? (Bonanza!) Alaska and Hawaii became
the 49th and 50th states in our union. Russia crashed a
spacecraft into the moon... Fidel Castro came into power in
Cuba, and the Grammys held their first-ever award show.
And. First Christian Church Tulsa helped launch a new
Disciples of Christ congregation on the southern outskirts of
town at 55th and Harvard. …
I stood before you a year ago at this time reflecting on the
anomaly of what we experienced together the previous
year as a faith family. The culture suggested … that the
cultural value of Sunday mornings reserved for worship has
vanished, that institutional trust of all kinds is declining, and
denominational loyalty is virtually extinct. … The idea of
regular attendance for churchgoers has lessened nationally
as well and churches across our cities and states are closing
every day … But our church is experiencing something
altogether different.
Our worship gatherings are growing, not shrinking. Our
Sunday Funday – do you remember that, last July? –
welcomed 22 new members in that single service alone. We
added more new members in 2018 than any of our 60 years
and we’ll be in the top 10, maybe the top 5, for new member
additions nationwide for 2018.
That number matters far less than what it represents. It
represents enthusiasm and committed faith and deeper
engagement. That’s what matters most. Our giving is
increasing not decreasing which is a sign of great health. We
didn’t fall back on previous programs’ success, but created
new programs … People are growing deeper and the
stained glass, the beauty of this space can hardly contain us
sometimes. …
And so we can’t sit back and we can’t rest on our laurels or
become complacent. We’ve just got to pray bigger and bolder
prayers. God, what are you preparing us for now? How can
we be most faithful?
Birthed from your prayer requests last November, we’ve
adopted WHOLENESS as our congregational ‘star word’, our

focal word for 2019. … For every one of us who finds a greater
sense of wholeness, we provide a space for others to come
in and benefit from that growth, even as they commit to
growing as disciples themselves. …
I want to challenge you in two ways … They’re not new
challenges necessarily, but you are new this year. The you of
this moment is unlike the you that you’ve been at any other
point in your life. Your experiences have changed, and they
have changed you. So tackle these new challenges as if for
the very first time.
Challenge one is to NAME YOUR FIVE, to make an honest-toGod physical list of your five names. Make it a list of five people
that you will commit to your prayers; that you will follow up
by engaging them in ongoing ways. ... These are people that
you believe need God, people who would benefit from a life
in our community. …
This isn’t a high-pressure risk at all, it’s just a recognition that
if you’ve found some meaning among our movement here,
maybe others would as well. At a minimum, if everyone here
today for worship will name their 5, and begin to pray, that’s
2000 people that will be prayed for in a new way every day. …
Name your five. Make a list. See how God will work through
you.
The second challenge is JOIN A CIRCLE. … Sitting in rows is
great, being present and open to worship God is meaningful
and essential to our faith, but it is in a circle where you’ll go
deeper in your walk with Christ and in community….
And if 400 people will commit to join a circle, the ripple
effects of our spiritual growth and relational depth will shoot
through the roof. And I believe wholeheartedly that we can
do this as a faith family this year. …
60 looks good on you, and it’s a celebration of the road that
we’ve travelled since 1959, that we will celebrate in a big way
this year. For this church was at one point nothing more than
an open field at the edge of town, and a promise. … And 10
years from now, what will be said about our faith today? We
are writing that story together right now. …

Mark Briley
Lead Pastor
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Looking Ahead: To What Will Be
When I tell people I work with teenagers, the next thing out of their mouths typically is “Why?” After spending a little time with
me they realize that it’s my relative peer group, but I’m always a bit taken aback by their initial response of "Why would anyone
choose to do that?"
My answer to the question of "why?" typically depends on the day or the season.
In summer it’s the hectic chaos of mission trips and Serve Tuesday, hangouts at the
church, youth group on Wednesday nights, and evenings spent playing Ultimate
Frisbee in the park. In fall it’s the excitement of back to school and the fall retreat,
followed by Advent and time spent in the snow with my favorite people on our
annual ski trip.
But this time of year is different. Things are slower and January and February are
a time to look at the year ahead and decide what will be. Our Spring Break and
Summer mission trips are starting to come together as are plans for lessons and
retreats and new ways to engage our students. Best of all is the anticipation of the
relationships that will develop through our programing.
The start of the new year is a time of planning and expectancy, of thinking ahead to
what will be in the year to come. It’s the excitement that comes with the realization that our teenagers bring so much life and
energy to our church. They bring a depth of relationship and rawness of emotion that reminds us what it looks like to truly be
alive and live life to its fullest. They are a constant reminder of what we wanted to be when we grew up and a continual
prompting to not let those dreams go.
Working with teenagers certainly has its challenges, but for me the question isn’t “why?” It’s “Why would anyone want to do
anything else?”
Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

Looking Ahead: To Compassionate Kids
“What is a natural disaster and what might you need if you ever experienced one?”
This question is a rich conversation starter with HACC kids every year. Compassion
is one of those behaviors that is both natural and learned, so it is important to
spend time in consideration of what responsibility we have toward those in need.
At the February Parents Night Out we will watch some Week of Compassion (WOC)
videos – especially those that feature kids. Each child will receive a small offering
box and a giving calendar with ways to help them fill their boxes with coins. You
may also pick up a box and calendar n the children's wing or download and print
your own calendar at weekofcompassion.org/special-offering.
Coin boxes will be returned on Sunday February 24th. We typically add a few
hundred dollars toward the HACC offering, but what we’ve added in knowledge
and compassion is priceless.
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Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

Looking Ahead: To the Ordinary
Who Would Have Ever Expected? When God Shows Up in the Ordinary
Have you ever been far away from your home turf—on vacation or away on business—and run into someone you know? You
don’t even know your way back to the hotel and there is ol’ so-and-so from high school, or John and Mary from the Sunday
School class. “Of all places,” you say, “who would have ever expected that I would see someone I know way out here. Boy, it’s a
small world isn’t it?”
Sometimes, it can be just as surprising when we run into God outside of the church. We conveniently quarantine God, only to
be encountered in “well-marked” locations like in a sanctuary, or around the campfire singing “Kumbaya.”
But God is not about to be confined to our limited understanding of when and where we should expect to have an
encounter. This is particularly this is true of what we call the ordinary. There is often the assumption that we will find God in
the mountaintop experiences of life, but Scripture also points out the God is found in many ordinary places. And when we are
open to the possibility of seeing God in the seemingly ordinary, suddenly our frame of reference is redefined.
What if—what if—the ordinary was, in fact, extraordinary? What if the everyday people, like you and me, in an ordinary place,
like Tulsa, Oklahoma, were seen as sacred and holy; places where God is free to dwell? Would that change the way you went
about your daily activities? Would it change the way you engage those along your daily path?
Here’s to the challenge of seeing the ordinary as an extraordinary place to encounter God at work in the world. Keep alert
in your routines. Challenge your way of seeing what is happening around you. And don’t be surprised if you find yourself
humming this classic hymn:
“Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place! I can see God’s might power and God’s grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I
Kevin Howe
see glory on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.”
Community Pastor

Looking Ahead: To Wholeness
Our star word, our focus, as a congregation for 2019 is WHOLENESS. Join us for this series
considering five spiritual elements or tools that will help us cultivate a whole life.
February 3: (y)our WHOLE life: courage (Jn 16:29-33) : Some people approach physical challenges
with fearlessness. Yet the ability to override fear is not courage. Jesus says to his followers, "take
courage." Some faithful reflection on the matter is in order.
February 10: (y)our WHOLE life: patience (Exo 17:1-7) : We have created a culture of little patience. From waiting in line, to
providing care for loved ones, raising children, or accomplishing long term goals. How does practicing patience grow our own
spirits?
February 17: (y)our WHOLE life: hope (for the future) (Ps 127:1-2; Rom 8:35-39) : What is your brightest hope for the future?
Rev. Kim Ryan, Executive Director of the Bethany Fellows, offers a word about the hope she’s found in congregations, the Fellows,
and a promise from the book of Romans.
February 24: (y)our WHOLE life: compassion (Mt 14:13-21) : Little Free Libraries. Social Fridges. "Take freely, only what you need."
Why not share freely and preserve dignity at the same time? Jesus was deeply interested in sharing resources. We would do
well to follow suit.
March 3: (y)our WHOLE life: humility (Mt 23:1-12) : Humility is indeed a Christian virtue. But C.S. Lewis notes that any of the
virtues we possess become something of a spiritual problem once we become aware of them. Can we possibly practice humility
while keeping a level spirit?
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Mark the Date!
February 7
Next Man Up First Thursday 5:30 pm
		(McNellie's South)
February 8

Parents Night Out 6:00 pm

February 14

Disciples Women 1:00 pm

February 21

Book Discussion Group 11:00 am

February 27
		

Be Here! Membership Inquiry Event
6:30 pm (home of Ray & Janet Briggs)

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Book Discussion Group

February 21 11 am Room 217
The HACC Book Discussion Group
will meet on February 21 to discuss
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste
Ng. There's much to consider in
this modern novel's exploration
of family secrets, the nature of art,
motherhood, adolescents, and the
belief that following all the rules can
avert disaster. Join us as we explorer
another page-turner.

Next Newsletter - February 27

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509
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