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MEANING

In January 2018, our bimonthly coming-events newsletter took on a new name and evolved to a monthly narrative on our ministry
and why faith matters. Our prayer was to bring deeper meaning and understanding to the life and witness thriving from Harvard
Avenue. It has allowed us to use our weekly email news, website, social media, worship bulletins and inserted highlights, and nichetargeted communications to reach everything on the calendar and make the connections we long for. Thank you for continuing
to tell us where it has done just that! As we've established this new rhythm in our communication, we look forward to doing even
more: storytelling, connecting, meaning-seeking. We hope this issue moves you in that meaning-full direction.

What Makes a Week Holy?
Is there a place in your life that you consider an inner sanctum? Hipster lingo might call it a man-cave or a she-shed or
the-basement-where-the-kids-go-and-you-can’t-hear-them-and-their-friends-being-ridiculous. The word ‘sanctum’ is an
extension of sanctus, the Latin word for Holy. (Santo or sagrado in Spanish. Which sort of makes me think of Spirit, too, which
we already call Holy, right?) What does it mean for something to be ‘holy’?
		
		
		

Dedicated to a religious purpose or a god.
Revered in a religion.
Separated or set apart from.

We are nearing the time of the Christian calendar referred to as Holy Week. It is easy to enjoy the bright lights, full spaces,
rich sounds, and joyful shouts of celebration on Palm and Easter Sundays. And yet it is (also) the events, the people, the words
that moved Jesus from triumphal entry to wondrous resurrection … these things in between: the supper with friends, the
betrayal, the punishment and death at the hands of authorities … these events of the entire WEEK bring shape and meaning
and holiness to the events around them.
Holy means that something matters. It’s also a word we use to intensify or deepen an exclamation. (‘Holy cow!’) Maybe that’s
what this week does, too: deepens and intensifies what we think we know (or may have never even considered before): What
depth of love carries someone into and through such sacred – holy – acts of faith?
Be part of the FULLNESS of the week, to find out, together, again, the meaning of holy.

Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor

What It Means to Be Together
Latino/Latina scholars and activists remind us that ‘somos en conjunto’: We are in this together. Harvard Avenue
roots in the core value ‘Be loved’

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD:

AT HOME:

Next Man Up

Disciples Women

Community Concerts, April 28 - May 19

AND AROUND THE WORLD:
Every year in the fall, Harvard Avenue takes the lead in the Tulsa CROP Walk. That walk is farther than you think!
I received a lovely gift from Church World Service in December-- the scarf pictured here, and the
story of CROP Walk success in Op, West Timor, Indonesia.
Op village women started a community savings group, made micro-loans to women to grow their
businesses. A $15 loan for yarn and weaving tools allowed one woman to make a $69 profit. That
could pay for school for two children, pay for more supplies, or even finance seeds for a cash crop.
CROP training, financing, and marketing support brings results that impact lives in ways we will
never know.
It is fitting that the scarf is mainly a sunny yellow. Through our annual participation in CROP Walk
here at home, HACC helps brighten the lives of so many around the world.
- Alan Crider
And every February, we receive an offering to support Week of Compassion, our denomination’s relief, refugee, and
sustainable development ministry fund. This year’s gift to WOC? A record $30,127! While that ministry reaches
worldwide, in this tornado and flood season, you’re changing lives very close to home:
When rising flood waters drove people from their homes around Craig, MO last week, First
Christian Church, Mound City, opened their doors in welcome. They have been serving as an
emergency shelter and feeding meals to those displaced by the floods. Now that the river has
crested, they are preparing to help with clean-up and repairs. We are grateful to be in partnership
with congregations as they serve their neighbors! 			
– Week of Compassion
We ARE, indeed, in this together. And in any language, that can mean more than you know.
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Keeping Good Company
whose heart is mysteriously intertwined with the
pumping blood of your own heart. There is a knowing
that is beyond words. That is keeping good company.

What does it mean to keep good company? Sometimes
we focus on the company themselves – if you have the
right people with whom to spend time, you’ve got good
company. “They” need to be a certain way or caliber or
whatever idyllic posture we may put on those with whom
we’d like to keep company.

I was asked “Why this big Lent series? Why Sacred
Rhythms?” First of all, Ruth Haley Barton’s book by the
same name is honest, poignant, and the ground for
heart-transformation. It's simple and subtle at times and
piercing and vulnerable at others. Doesn’t that describe
the lives we live? And where is the current of faith in it
all? Where are the practices that build good company
keeping? It’s prayer and solitude and scripture savoring
and taking care of our bodies and celebrating grace.
When do we not need to consider those practices more
deeply?

Others may focus on themselves as the key to keeping
good company. If I inhabit the right characteristics that
others may benefit, even long for, my company then that
is what keeping good company is all about.
In the last few months, several of you have quoted back to
me a word I shared in a recent message about friendship:
“Your friends determine the quality and direction of your
life.” Is that about choosing the right company or about
being the right company? Which comes first? Perhaps
both have valid vantage points.
I heard someone describe prayer as “keeping company
with God.” God would surely qualify as “good” company.
What would it mean, then, for me to keep that company
in a good, healthy spot? I’m growing in my understanding
of Paul’s word to the Thessalonians when he said, “Pray
without ceasing.” I admit my early years of imagining such
constant prayer as an impossibility. “How do you keep your
eyes closed that long?” “What do you do when you run out
of things to say?” But alas, praying without ceasing is a
posture of living – not a series of act upon act.
Keeping company with God at all times is an internal
knowing that is as close to your soul as your very
breath. It’s a long car ride with windshield time to
examine a sun ray or appreciate the countryside or
exhale from the soul a heart-thought that God can easily
translate because you’ve kept company with God for so
long. It’s the comfort of silent sitting with a loved one

And so, this series; a trek that puts the cross in full view
and a peek into an empty tomb; and asks, “How do we
keep good company along the way?” We’ll soon be there –
that celebratory moment that will bring the community
out in droves to celebrate with us – and praise God for
that! But for you, just maybe, this journey will find
you reflecting more deeply on keeping company with
God and one another along the way. I just know, if we
do, the Easter moment will be all the sweeter. In fact, it
will already be a part of us.

Mark Briley
Lead Pastor
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The Meaning in Apples
Apples. They seem to be such an overlooked little fruit. Yes, they keep the doctor away and they are a handy, quick and healthy
snack, but typically I don’t give much thought to this little gift from nature. All that changed about a year and a half ago when
Liam discovered and became hopelessly addicted to apples – often eating several a day! Not a bad thing to be hooked on, but
apples (or sometimes lack of apples) are often a cause for concern at the Stubblefield house. “Can I have one for breakfast?”
“You packed one in my lunch, right?” “What do you mean we’re out of apples?” This last one is sometimes followed by tears and
a late-night plea to run to the store.
Liam didn’t get to go on this year’s spring break mission trip, but he would have been in heaven the
day we spent working at the Northwest Arkansas Food bank. They had just received a shipment
of 6,000 lbs of apples! This tremendously generous gift was much needed, so our group of 28
spent our time filling 50lb boxes and loading them onto pallets to be shipped out and distributed
to hungry people in the area.
The next day we worked with the GRUB Food ministry at First Christian Church in Rogers loading
grocery bags and running them out to the cars of folks who needed the means to make a good
meal. And what did we find in the corner of the room in which we worked? Boxes of apples from
the food bank where we worked the previous day! The apples that our youth had sorted were
going home with folks who don’t always have fresh fruit to eat.
So often we don’t get to see the results of the work we do – we work for a harvest we’ll never see. Then sometimes we get to
walk the apples to someone’s car and hear the gratitude for a gift from creation. These simple apples were a beautiful reminder
that when we are willing to give of ourselves, of our time and our energy, God can use us in incredible ways – and everyone
gets an apple!

Creating Meaning with Children

Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

Have you ever wondered where our children go and what they do when they leave the sanctuary on Sunday morning? They
participate in Children Worship & Wonder, their very own worship program whose title describes what they DO during our
time together – they worship, and they wonder. The whole experience is based on the idea that children already have a
relationship with God, and one way they can grow in their faith is to worship God and imagine their place in the stories of our
faith.
Our Order of Worship includes: lighting a Christ Candle, acknowledging Jesus as our Good Shepherd, identifying where we are
on the Liturgical Calendar, and collecting the offering. A Bible story is shared, and we imagine their place in the story, with “I
wonder….” questions. We enjoy a feast, offer prayers and respond to the story using a variety of materials.
In our worship center for ages 6 to 11, we do additional work on how to use their Bible, often reading and comparing the actual
text to how we told the story. We also offer a variety of prayer techniques to foster a deeper connection to God. This way of being
in worship with children is difficult to capture in words. To be truly understood and appreciated, it must be experienced. Please
consider this an open invitation to join the children in worship on any given Sunday to witness how God is at work in our
children.
We create meaning and wonder with our littlest children as well! In our Infant Nursery (Little Angels), the caregivers sing to, read
to, and pray over our infants throughout their morning. In the Toddler Nursery (Little Lambs), we use a curriculum that helps
children learn the Bible through movement, songs, art activities, and more! All these resources share the love of God with our
children in tangible ways.
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Our children are the fortunate recipients of a church steeped in support of a strong children’s ministry plan.
We are blessed to utilize paid staff as well as a robust volunteer roster. We are delighted that the Personnel
Team recently promoted Angela Nixon to Nursery Supervisor! Angela has served in our nurseries for 3 years
and shows a deep level of care and responsibility for the love and safety of our children. Through her recent
work at New Haven Preschool, she has received many modules of safety training she will share with our other
nursery staff. She will oversee curriculum implementation, plan nursery projects for extra events like PNO
and VBS, in addition to sharing our nursery news on social media platforms. It means so much to have Angela
share in our ministry!
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

Grounding Our Being
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
							-Psalm 62:5-6
What does it mean to be grounded? In the Psalms, God is referred to as rock; a sturdy place in which to ground our living.
For many of us, the hustle and bustle of our fast-paced lifestyles (and the all-consuming distractions of current events)
means that we often lose track of those practices that can bring us back to the awareness—the feeling—of being grounded.
Recently, there has been a surge in those who have found interest in meditation and contemplative prayer. In our Christian
tradition, these practices, in varied forms, have a centuries-old tradition as spiritual disciplines that help to silence the mind
in the midst of noisy lives, enabling us to recall the Rock on which we are grounded.
Maybe you have been wondering about spiritual disciplines that could aid you in grounding your life. I would invite you
to join me on Saturday, April13th for a day dedicated to exploring and practicing various forms of contemplation and
meditation. The event, Grounding Our Being: Practice for Unsettling Times, will explore how we might re-center ourselves in
practices that involve silence, stillness, walking, and even eating and cleaning!
				8:30-9am
Gather, settle, welcome, overview
				9-9:30am
Sitting Meditation
				9:30-9:50am Walking Meditation
				9:50-10am
Personal time (snacks)
				
10-11am
Teaching: Four Grounds of Being
				11am-12n
Deep Relaxation
				12n-1:30pm
Eating Meditation
						Cleaning Meditation
				1:30-3pm
Small group discussion
				3-4pm		Closing circle
Experience a day of mindfulness – practices and experiences to awaken a deeper connection with yourself and with
the world. Stillness, meditation, relaxation, and conversation are all part of this event and are skilled disciplines to bring
meaning into each day.
As we move closer to Holy Week, my prayer is that each of us will find ways to recall the God who grounds our being; a Rock
for those unsettling times.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor;
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
Trust in God at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before God;
God is a refuge for us.
			-Psalm 62:7-8

Kevin Howe
Community Pastor
kevin@hacctulsa.org

5

FAITH MATTERS (USPS 736-590) is published monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at
5502 S Harvard, Ave. Tulsa, OK 74135-3859. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to FAITH MATTERS, 5502 S Harvard Ave., Tulsa, OK 74135-3859

Periodical
Postage
Paid
at Tulsa, OK

Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Mark the Date!

Book Discussion Group

April 18 11 am Room 217
April 2		

Bible 101 Class 6:30 pm

April 3		

Enneagram Class 6:30 pm

April 4		
		

Next Man Up First Thursday 6:00 pm
(Family Life Center)

April 9		

Bible 101 6:30 pm

April 10		

Enneagram Class 6:30 pm

April 11		
Disciples Women 1:00 pm
		Koinonia Dinners 6:30 pm
April 12		

Parents Night Out 6:00 pm

April 15		

Be Here! Event 6:30 pm

April 18

Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 pm

April 19

Good Friday Service 7:00 pm

April 20

Easter Eggstravaganza 4:00 pm

April 21

Easter Sunday Worship 9 & 11 am

April 28		

Harvard Ave Community Concert 6:00 pm

The HACC Book Group meets
again on April 18 to discuss
Stardust, by Carla Stewart. Set in
East Texas in the 1950s, the novel
is an inspiring story of betrayals,
forgiveness, grace, courage and
the re-building of lives. The author
will join us for our discussion.
You won't want to miss this!

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Next Newsletter - April 3

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

