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EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN
On Palm Sunday, March 22, 1959 Harvard Avenue Christian Church began its ministry at 5502 S. Harvard. One hundred and twelve
people worshipped together that first Sunday with a hope and a prayer for what was to come. Sixty years later, nearly 400 worship
together on Sunday mornings, still with a hope and a prayer for what is yet to be.

What's Next...
Weeks ago, we talked about this July issue being the mid-summer, what’s new, what’s next, remind us what still matters issue.
It’s summertime, it’s post-VBS, post-60th-Anniversary, pre-back-to-school, middle of the year.
Unlike many places, summer isn’t a ‘slow’ season for us at Harvard Avenue. It’s different, certainly. The rhythm changes, the pace
varies. Folks that are usually here are gone, friends that we see only occasionally are in to visit. Kids and teens are home from
school, hanging out with friends, clamoring for pool time.
And all the life of the church – the life of God’s people doing God things in God’s world – still happens. Worship and music,
study and prayer, health and fitness, fellowship and welcome, community gatherings, mission and service. It’s all still here … in
different combinations maybe, or with different emphases and participants. But God doesn’t stop being God … Jesus doesn’t
take a break from calling us to tend to the world in his name … the Spirit doesn’t stop moving and shaping and enlivening. It
all still happens!

from 6/23/19 sermon: 'Details', Rev. Mark Briley

So we wanted to take this July FAITH MATTERS issue to remind ourselves of a few things:
• Celebrating 60 years of ministry, and hitting that milestone as a thriving, growing, leading congregation in our
denomination and in our city is no small feat. (Check out those cover photos! And go to the 60th Anniversary
page on the website for more!)
• Serving together, at every age, in all ways, still matters … always has, always will. The ways that Darlene and
Colt model faithfulness and welcome, and teach our children from infancy through high school that they are
loved as they are and that they already, as they are, belong to God’s plan for the world, is a thing of beauty.
• Giving thought and reflection, not just lip-service and occasional checks, to the work that we do as a
community in the name and for the sake of Christ is something that Kevin, and our Outreach and Community
Engagement ministry team, takes seriously.
And, as we read Mark’s letter (many of us for the second, or third, or more, bittersweet time), we remember too that God calls us
… each of us … not to a moment or to a building or even to a certainty. But God calls us – constantly, deliberately, repeatedly.
And we answer … not in a moment, or in a building, or even with certainty. We answer with our everyday ordinary lives …
where we are, as we are, for as long as we are.
In all that we have been, are, and will be … we are here, we are together, and we are God’s beloved.
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Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor

The Sacred Gift of Ministry
I could not be more confident in our staff team, our lay
leadership, and the strength of our congregation moving
ahead. You are healthy, strong, growing and focused. As
God is preparing us for a new Call, God will also prepare
you for this new season. And surely, God is preparing a
new ministerial partner to arrive with new gifts, different
strengths, and unique energy. I fully trust God to bless
your faith and keep Harvard Avenue growing into her
bright future. We will be your greatest cheerleaders!

I wish I was sitting in your living room right now, eye to
eye, heart to heart, to share this news in person. Given
the speed of news today, such is not our luxury. With the
deepest of mixed emotions, I have accepted a Call to
serve as the Lead Minister of Broadway Christian Church
in Columbia, Missouri. Tremendous prayer, discernment,
and more than a few tears have gone into this decision.
Our love for each of you and this sacred gift of ministry at
our church has made for the most meaningful decade of
our lives. A quick review of ten years leaves us speechless.
How can we adequately describe what this time with you
has meant to us? We cannot. At least not yet.
As we have reflected on the gifts and graces God has
implanted within us, we keep coming back to this sense
of being called to “Love a people back to health.” As we
felt such a Call to Tulsa ten years ago, we feel that same
Call to Columbia now. Broadway Christian Church, a
church that had my college apartments to one side and
my college bank job on the other, is a church that needs
those gifts and graces now. Most significantly, perhaps,
is a Call we feel to live near our families. Carrie’s mother,
three brothers, and their families all live in Columbia and
my family lives just a short distance down the road. For
twenty years, we’ve missed most every birthday party,
family dinner, and the daily gift of our kids growing
up with their cousins and family. Given the age of our
children, and our parents, it is a gift that this is the time
for such a ministerial Call to surface. As exciting as that is
for us to imagine, we grieve deeply that it means we will
be leaving the ministry we so deeply cherish with each
of you.

While this news is fresh and we all need some time to
sit with it, I also anticipate a season of sharing together
the joy of all we’ve experienced. Our last Sunday serving
among you will be July 28. A time of celebrating our
ten years together and saying goodbye will occur the
evening before. More details will be shared about that as
we approach that time.
For now, please know not only our deep love and
gratitude for you but even more so the great height and
width and breadth and depth of God’s love for us all. God
is not done with any of us. Christ, who has led us faithfully
this far, will continue to be the One who leads us forward.
I trust that truth with my entire being.
With humility, gratitude, and a deeper love than you can
know…
		Mark Briley
		Lead Pastor
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New Traditions
Soon, our 3rd-5th Graders will have the opportunity to grow through travel, education and
service! Last year was the first of a new tradition of taking these kids on a mini-mission trip in
preparation for their longer experience in middle school. We went to Little Rock, AR to tour
and learn about Heifer International.
This year our trip will be to Kansas City! On the way, we will stop in Protection, KS to tour
Worship Woodworks, the compnay that makes all our children's worship materials. Owner
Sally Seltzer is set to show us how all the components are made.
In Kansas City, we will be hosted by Lee’s Summit Christian Church for two nights. Our kids
will serve in the church’s community garden and local food bank, as well as spend time
in prayer at an amazing labyrinth at Unity Village. Our final day will be full of fun at a local
amusement and water park before heading back to Tulsa.
Your prayers for a safe and fun trip are welcomed!

Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

Eye-Opening Missions
There is truly no other time like summer: the youth are even more wired than usual, and
our times together are more frequent, louder and typically require more clean up the next
day. But the increased energy and time together truly makes it the best time of the year. For
our #HACCYouth summers mean pool parties, ultimate league, Drillers games, lunches at the
church and lots of time together. But it’s not all just ridiculousness. Summers are also a time
to serve and give back, and we have lots of different opportunities for our youth to connect
on both a local and national level. Whether it’s here in town with Serve Tuesdays or further
from home with one of our 2 summer mission trips, connecting and serving just seems to be
ingrained in the DNA of our group.
This summer has been an eye-opening one for me, in the contrast not only of our two mission groups, but in the manner of
their service as well. Our high school group will be doing the traditional mission type of work, partnering with several different
organizations in the Denver/Boulder metro area. We will work in food banks, help with a VBS, serve in the inner city and wait
tables at the So All May Eat Café in Denver. While this trip will very much be a “serving God with your strength” kinda trip, our
middle school trip to Heifer Ranch was a very different experience.
Heifer’s goal is to eliminate poverty through
education and sustainable development and our
role at the ranch was simply to learn. We had the
opportunity to learn a little about how our actions
not only affect ourselves but our global village. On
our second night we were split into three villages
and given resources accordingly. The African slums
didn’t have much, but there was water in Guatemala
and firewood in Zambia. By working together, we all
had the things we needed to make it work. No, it wasn’t the type of meal we were used to, and there wasn’t as much of it as we’re
accustomed to, but no one went hungry. We learned how others live and got to see firsthand the struggles that many face on a
daily basis; plus we learned some of the things we can do to help everyone have enough.
It was a great trip and as always, I was blown away by our time at Heifer and the opportunities and gifts we have been blessed
with. It was a great reminder that we are called to serve God with our minds too and thinking a little more carefully about our
actions and decisions is a great first step.
Colt Stubblefield
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Youth Director

Life to Faith to Life. This pithy expression, coined by Christian educator Thomas Groome, captures what we seek to do with our
Outreach efforts here at Harvard Avenue. How do we bring our life to faith and our faith to life?
Those first followers of Jesus brought their life to faith by following his call to ministry. In turn, Jesus taught them how to bring
their faith to life through actionable engagement in the world. Ministering to the oppressed, the downtrodden, the outsider—
"the least of these”—those disciples came to understand even more about how to bring their life to faith, thus closing this
faithful feedback loop of spiritual development. Life to Faith to Life.
Our congregation's outreach partners and programming are one important way that participants engage in this process.
That is why our Outreach Ministry Team has been engaging in prayerful conversation about setting forth a healthy mix of
different partners and opportunities. The team has been looking at the extent to which our programs allow participants to build
relationships across our city and beyond. The team has been looking for opportunities for participants to engage in a variety
of injustices to which the Good News can bring healing. They are identifying way for participants to take a next step in their
engagement with various forms of injustice.
These thoughtful efforts of the outreach team are already being made manifest in more focused efforts around hunger and
food justice, as well as partnering with Family Promise so participants can build relationships with those who are experiencing
homelessness. This intentional work of the team is paying off and will bear great fruit for each of us, as we continually seek to
bring our life to faith and faith to life.
My hope is that you will find outreach opportunities in this congregation that will inspire you to live out this cycle each day for
the glory of God. Life to Faith to Life!
Kevin Howe
Community Pastor

When an announcement is made about the transition of a lead pastor, there is
surprise, grief, celebrating of life together … and there are questions. We know
you will have many, and we will ask and listen together as our ministry, mission,
and witness continues.
Within our church’s design and practice, we will create time for celebrating the
gifts of the Lead Pastor we love; for supporting our staff team and lay leaders as
they serve through the interim season; for discerning together the very best process toward the very best outcome.
To that end, our Executive Ministry Team and our pastoral team have already met to take prayerful first steps. Per our bylaws,
the ELT along with our Board of Elders (spiritual leaders) will spend July and August in discernment and preparation to invite
a broadly representative Ministerial Search Team to the task at hand. There will be time for prayer and study, conversation and
listening among the whole church, and for review and recommendation of a candidate. That recommendation will come from
the Ministerial Search Team to the Elders, then to the Congregation for approval. In most congregations, the full process may
take six to twelve months.
This is a shifting season and will evolve to best meet the needs of the congregation and the leading of the Spirit. We rest in the
confidence of a faithful and generous God.
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. Mark P. Briley— mark@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Mark the Date!
July 7-14

High School Mission Trip

July 12		

Twin Cities Bell Choir Concert 7:00 pm

July 15-19

Summer Spotlight Theater Camp 10:00 am

Reception for the Briley Family
Mark your calendars for the evening of
Saturday July 27 and plan to join us for a
reception to honor the Briley family. Stay
tuned for more details!

July 16		
Youth Serve Tuesday 8:00 am
		Iron Gate
July 17		

Blood Drive 4:00 pm

July 21		

Spotlight Performance 10:00 am

July 23		
		

Youth Serve Tuesday 9:30 am
Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless

July 25		

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 pm

July 27		
		

Celebration for the Briley Family
Family Life Center

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship
Next Newsletter - July 31

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

