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the inBEtween
In this season of interim and transition, so many questions arise: Who have we been? Who are we now? Who is God still calling us yet
to be? As we begin the process of moving toward our future, we continue to lean into the core values we claim as a church: Be loved.
Believe. Become. As Church together we will find out who and how and what we should be – in the future, and in the inBEtween.
Dear Harvard Avenue Friends,
The Church’s elected leaders, elders, ministers and staff are actively involved in
the transition to a new Lead Pastor. Our By-Laws prescribe a process for this
change. We are following that process as the search begins.
Jason Dent, Jennifer Annis, Lisa Rhynes and I make up the Executive Leadership
Team (ELT); we are working closely with Bob Flint and our Elders, who will create
a search Team for the next Lead Pastor. Several of us have been speaking with Rev. Pam Holt, our Regional Minister, who can
offer advice, resources and wisdom.
A plan is in place to cover the Lead Pastor’s duties during the transition, including filling the pulpit, visiting the sick, lifting the
congregation’s concerns in prayer, and continuing HACC’s business operations. The ELT is available to answer your questions.
Please feel free to contact any one of us. We will continue to update you all along the way.
What can the congregation do?
Pray for our church, its ministers and staff, our search team and our future lead pastor.
Be gentle and patient with each other as we transition to this new phase. This will not go as fast as we might wish. It is a 1000mile journey and we are on step five.
Attend, participate in worship, and give. Your presence counts now more than ever.
Celebrate the important things about us that have not changed. We are Christ’s church, planted here at 55th & Harvard on
purpose, for a reason. We are spiritually and financially healthy. Our gifts, talents and passions remain intact. Our mission to
share the gospel is an eternal one.
I believe our congregation will thrive in the coming months. We will demonstrate our faith and our love for God and one
another.
Darita Huckabee
Moderator, Harvard Avenue Christian Church
We will continue to use all of our communication avenues (email, newsletter, GPS bulletin insert, class/group contact persons, etc.)
to be in touch as often as possible; outlining the process, identifying the participants; updating on steps taken; inviting input in
specific ways; and always asking for your continued prayers - for this church, its leadership, and the ways God is moving to deepen
and strengthen our bonds of faithfulness and our commitment to following the ways of Jesus. Find the 'Looking Ahead' logo on
our website, enews, and newsletters for updates.

Who Are We In The in-between?
Harvard Avenue IS the church it is because of those who carry all of the ‘in-between’ ministry moments. As the design of a
worship space lifts our spirits to the Creator, the threads of day-to-day tasks weave us together as the body of Christ.
TOM JURENA : Audio Engineer
What are your tasks on a Sunday morning? I preview audio requirements for singers, choir, musicians, video, pastors and elders.
Then I set and tune microphones, soundcheck with musicians during rehearsals, and operate audio controls for musical balance
and speech recognition.
What does it mean to do the work you do? The sound reinforcement function is like cooking a meal: organizes random, raw sources
of sound, seasons and combines them in flavorful balance, and amplifies them into focused and enhanced presentation. It
means everyone’s contributions are processed and delivered to the congregation in an effective and meaningful way to support
worship and fellowship.
TAMMYE JURENA : Children’s Ministry Assistant
What are your tasks on Sunday morning? I prep our check-in stations, greet families as they arrive at the Children’s Welcome
Center, and get new families added in. I assist with projects, update rosters, and copy materials. Sometimes I’m needed in the
toddler/nursery rooms, or with children waiting for parents, needing a moment away from their class, or in the in-between after
Sunday School before Traditional worship children join us. And at the end of the day, I prepare the attendance report and secure
everything to be ready for the next week.
What does it mean to do the work you do? I enjoy doing this work, love the children, I enjoy seeing them grow and mature. {ed.
note – By the way they greet her each week, it’s clear our children love Mrs. Jurena too!}
ANGELA NIXON : Nursery Supervisor
What are your tasks on Sunday morning? I see that our rooms are ready to go with lesson and craft items prepared for teachers.
I greet all families and babies, especially welcoming any new families and babies, and reassure moms and dads that everything
will be alright. I get to love on our babies and teach them about Jesus.
What does it mean to do the work I do? I see my role as an extension of our pastors, especially our Children's Pastor, Darlene
Martinez. To be able to share even a moment in time with these precious littles and share my love for them and the love of Jesus
is just amazing. I never dreamed I would make this my life's work, but here we are and I can't imagine sharing it with anyone
other than this church and these families. It's truly a joy each week!
ED FRAZIER : set-up custodian
When you get to a room and have tables and chairs set up the way you need – whether a meeting for 3 or dinner for 350 – it’s because
Ed got them there, usually in the middle of the night.
Who’s in your family? Zach (23) is attending Iowa State Masters program for graphic design. Zoe (26) graduates with a Masters in
child development next semester. My wife Christine, well she's been putting up with me for 28 years! (And our baby Belli – our
Springer Spaniel – is 96 yrs old!)
Where else do you work? I've been working for Sodexo at UTulsa 6 years, FedEx 3 years, and the church 3 years.
What is meaningful about the work you do here? When I look into the Family Life Center from the second floor window, and think
that the tables are all full and conversations and laughter fill the air, that is my satisfaction!
DENAISHIA SMITH : custodian
Dee is on contract from Jiles Cleaning, taking care of every cleaning detail inside our building, working around the needs of hundreds
of people and dozens of events moving through this space every week.
Who’s in your family? My family includes my husband Trai, my daughter Chrystian, and Trai Jr will be here Sept 2nd.
Where else do you work? I have a couple of cleaning accounts through Jiles Cleaning, but other than that I'm a full time mom.
What is meaningful about the work you do here? This job came at the perfect time in my life. It gives me the freedom to spend
more time with my family while still contributing financially. I like that the work I do for the church is noticed and appreciated.
Everyone I encounter from the church is always so nice and welcoming. I feel a part of your extended family.
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We Are The Church
It’s such a natural thing … after a long and meaningful
tenure … to wonder (maybe anxiously) Who are we now?
What do we do now? What will happen to us?
We are the church, together. We do the beautiful and
challenging work of gospel living. We will be in God’s hands
all the way, just like always. Here’s how I know:
- There’s a man in our church who, long before he technically
‘joined’, showed up as a youth sponsor: ski trips, Wednesday
night hangouts, asking youth how they might lead and
connect, supporting our youth minister and his family.
- There’s a woman who asks her friend, nearly every week,
‘Do you have what you need for Sunday? I can help if you
need me. Are the holidays covered? I can always fill in at the
last minute. Just call me.’
- A man showed up early for a new member event one time.
Now he’s here early on Sunday mornings, say hello, holding
doors, welcoming worshippers, even if it’s not his assigned
week to do so.

We Are Doing It Together!
The great thing about corporate worship is that
it’s “corporate!” We are doing it together! It’s not
just the leaders up there on the Chancel. We are
all worshiping together. When I was younger, to
entertain myself, I would try to hear and sing the alto
or tenor part of the hymn or chorus. When we sing
parts, we are literally worshiping in harmony. So, my
number one goal, as the Traditional Music Director is
to encourage participation. It thrills me when I look
out at the congregation on Sunday morning to see
and hear the congregation singing and worshiping
whole heartedly. My second goal is to create a worship
experience supported by music. Each week I try to
plan hymns and special music to complement the
sermon topic and scripture. I also have a wonderful
choir, amazing soloists and ensembles who help me
lead this congregation in corporate worship.

- When asked to help with a 60th anniversary project, an
experienced writer paired with a young artist, and both
gathered and shared stories to remind us of who we are.
- A man had it in mind to gather other men, maybe monthly,
just to spend time together – talking about life, faith, enjoying
meals and golf and conversation. They’re still going.
- This woman plants flowers, weeds the garden, brings
donations, shows up to pray, eagle-eyes visitors and makes
them welcome. Not because she’s been asked to – because
it’s who she is.
- Men and women who serve together as elders and deacons
cover each other in prayer, and cover each other’s changing
schedules – without complaint, and every time.
- One woman has stepped up to gather all the supplies at
the beginning of a hosting week, to see that every family has
what they need for their stay …and another always signs up
for the thankless job at the end of the week, to clean up the
kitchen and have it ready to use again the next day.
- A man brings his financial insight and professional wisdom
in service to the church, and a young woman helps ask the
‘have we thought about’ questions that those without her
background wouldn’t have considered.
- And these two men, they’re always serving. You never know
if it’s their ‘turn’ or if they were asked, of if they just saw the
need and stepped in to fill it. It’s just how – and who – they
are.
It is a new season. But we are the same church. I’ve never
been more sure of it: We ARE the church. Together.
Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor

I love worship spaces! When you sit in our beautiful
sanctuary, please notice the architecture. The high,
vaulted ceilings draw the eyes and spirit up to the
heavens. Notice also that the east wall telescopes past
the choir loft and the baptistry. The eyes are drawn to
the cross, just as the architects planned it. Especially in
this time of transition, it’s important to look past the
people on the chancel who are leading in corporate
worship each Sunday, no matter who they are, or who
they aren’t, and allow your eyes to find the cross.
Then, take a look around the sanctuary and see the
body of Christ. Lift your hearts and voices together in
harmony. Each Sunday, we are joining our voices with
worshiping believers all across our city and state and
nation and world. The great thing about corporate
worship is that it’s “corporate!” We are doing it
together! See you Sunday!
Kelly Ford
Traditional Music Director
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We Are Blessing(s)
The calendar has turned to August and that means that the beginning of a new school year is
just around the corner. On Sunday August 18, we will celebrate all that the new school year
will bring for students and educators beginning with a Backpack Blessing at both the 9 and
11am services. All students, educators and administrators are invited to bring backpacks,
briefcases, lunch bags, car keys or any other symbol you might want to have blessed. Children
will receive a backpack tag to remember their church community cares for them all year long!
The celebration continues during the Sunday
School hour (10am) in Peake Commons when we
gather to celebrate our new sixth grade students
with a festive trek up to the youth area. Afterwards,
the preschool and elementary kids will meet their
new classmates and teachers for 2019-2020. It’s a
whole morning of celebrating new beginnings!
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

SAVE THE DATE!

Sunday, October 27
4:00-5:30pm

We Are Following
Even though the temps don’t reflect it yet, soon our kiddos will be headed back to school and
fall will be upon us. This is an exciting time of year that marks a significant transition in the lives
of our students, not only at home and at school but also here at HACC with our youth ministry
program. Late nights, pool parties, evenings playing ultimate Frisbee in the park, mission trips
and the chaos of summer youth group will be replaced by our school year programing - which is
just a more restrained version of chaos!
As the school year begins, we welcome our incoming sixth graders as they venture upstairs and
begin their journey as #haccyouth. We'll meet with our incoming seniors on the senior leadership
retreat and begin to dream with them about what’s in store for our coming year's ministry. We’ll
plan retreats and ski trips, invite new sponsors, and work on leadership
development. We'll find out what they want to learn about and what we can do as
church to help them grow and develop. All this while continuing to spend time in
worship and prayer and learning together what it looks like to follow a radical
rabbi named Jesus. Fall is a wonderful season filled with change and transitions,
but the one thing that stays the same is that our middle and high school students
always have a place to Be loved, Believe and Become together.
Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director
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We Are Disciples
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the document that created the protestant denomination with which our congregation
is affiliated. The Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) lays out a theological grounding and structure providing a way
for congregations like ours to be in covenant relationship with each other.
Within this design, there are Regional and General (national) church expressions. They are not hierarchical in nature but rather
allow us to leverage the strengths of working together as the church to accomplish ministry in ways no single congregation
could. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a tradition committed to upholding the richness and diversity of congregations,
while also while celebrating the unity and strength we have together as the greater Body of Christ.
How is Harvard Avenue Christian Church connected to our church denomination?
• We collaborate with congregations and ministries within the northeast area of Oklahoma.
I currently serve as the area moderator which has a council responsible for generating
collaborative efforts and dispersing endowments and gifts entrusted for this work.
• We share within the ministry of Oklahoma Region to care for congregations and ministries
within the state. We help nurture and approve the standing of ordained clergy, and guide
congregations like ours through leadership transition.
• Our congregation gives willingly to the Disciples Mission Fund. This Fund disburses resources
among several critical ministries in the Regional and General church: overseas ministries,
establishing new congregations, anti-racism/pro-reconciliation ministries, ecumenical efforts, Disciples colleges and
seminaries, General and Regional ministers, and more.
• Every two years we send clergy and voting delegates to General Assembly. This gathering of Disciples from all over the nation
(and world!) worships together, discusses matters important to the church at-large, and votes on business matters.
Throughout the gospel, Jesus pleads for his followers to claim their unity in him. Here at Harvard Avenue we commit to that
vision of unity both in our congregational life and in covenant with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). I give thanks for
the ways we contribute to the work of the greater church. With God’s help and guidance, we will continue to be a part of a
movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.
Kevin Howe
Community Pastor

WORKSHOP

October 11, 6-9 pm and October 12, 9am-12pm
Registration fee: $20 (includes meals)

NEW VOLUNTEER TRAINING

We will host a two-day Bridges Out of Poverty Workshop
in October. This workshop provides social service providers
and community members with key lessons in connecting
with individuals living in poverty. Increasing awareness of
the differences in economic cultures and how this affects
opportunities for success will help us better understand the
issues surrounding poverty as we serve those in our community
and host families through Family Promise. This workshop is
open to anyone in the community. Contact Community Pastor
Kevin Howe (kevin@hacctulsa.org) to RSVP.

Family Promise of Tulsa County provdes assistance and
housing for homeless families in greater Tulsa by partnering
with 13 congregations. Harvard Avenue's next host week
is August 18-25. There are a wide variety of opportunities
for you to support this wonderful outreach program. Are
you a new volunteer to Family Promise? If so, please plan
to attend a one-time, mandatory training on August 15 at
6pm. If you would like more information on Family Promise
or want to RSVP for training please contact Community
Pastor Kevin Howe (kevin@hacctulsa.org).

Thursday August 15 6pm
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Mark the Date!

Book Discussion Group

August 15 11 am Room 217
August 1
		

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 pm
Next Man Up First Thursday 5:30 pm

August 15
HACC Book Discussion Group 11:00 am
		
Family Promise New Volunteer Training
		6:00 pm
August 18
Backpack Blessing 9:00 & 11:00 am
		Promotion Sunday 10:00 am
August 18-25 Family Promise Host Week
August 22
		

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 pm
Finance Team Open Meeting 5:30 pm

The HACC Book Group will have its
second “Show and Tell” meeting
of the summer on August 15 at
11am. Join us as we show and
tell what we’ve been reading this
summer. Everyone gets to make a
five minute presentation or, if you
prefer, just take notes for an hour.
Come hear what others are reading
and pick up some new ideas for
your reading list. All are welcome!

Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Next Newsletter - August 28

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

