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Building

Five years ago, in the summer of 2014, we moved into the fully renovated and expanded facility here at 55th and S. Harvard Ave.
What a season that was! In the years since, we have grown in numbers, in relationship, in activity, in generosity, in community
connection, in reputation, and in vision for the future. In this issue of FAITH MATTERS, we reflect on what it means to be rooted in a
location, in a physical space, and also freed to be a center of spiritual growth and endless possibility.

At their Sept. 12 meeting, the Lead Pastor Search Team met with Rev. Pam Holt, Regional Minister and Rev. Michael Davison,
Associate Regional Minister, for orientation to the resources and process available through the Christian Church (Disciples) in
Oklahoma. Here are some brief take-aways from an info-packed conversation:
• We are not a team of people looking to ‘hire the next minister’. We are a group of people gathered to call our next Lead Pastor.
This is significant, because we need to keep God at the center of this process.
• This is a significant moment in the life of our congregation; we need your help and your prayers.
• The first major step is to build a congregational profile. This is a significant undertaking that will take several months; it
involves a significant amount of data gathering, turning this data into usable information, and writing a narrative about who
we believe God has called us to be.
• Once a congregational profile is completed, it will be submitted to the Regional Office; from there it is shared with ministers
within the search and call process. Once we submit a congregational profile, then the search team will receive profiles of
possible candidates.
• It is important to remember this is a confidential process. Our team will work diligently to keep everyone informed regarding
where we are in the process, but we cannot talk about specific people. Many of the candidates we will be considering are
actively serving other congregations, so it is essential that we maintain the strictest confidentiality for their benefit and
integrity, and ours.
• We will have a progress poster displayed soon in Peake Commons. It will be updated each time we complete a significant
step in the process to calling our next Lead Pastor.
• From time to time, we will give updates during worship. Also, ALL the information updates regarding our search process can
be found on our website on the LOOKING AHEAD page (linked from the front page), linked in our e-news each week, and in
our monthly Faith Matters newsletter.

For the Beauty of the Earth
Harvard Avenue Christian Church has received a grant of $22,000 to enable Community Pastor Kevin Howe, to participate
in the 2019 National Clergy Renewal Program. Harvard Avenue is one of 150 congregations across the U.S. (and the only
one in Oklahoma) selected in this competitive grant program, funded by Lilly Endowment Inc. and administered by Christian
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis. Established in 2000, the program’s grants allow Christian congregations to support their
pastors with the gift of extended time away from their ministerial duties and responsibilities.
Using the theme “For the Beauty of the Earth,” Kevin's sabbatical will focus on nature
as a means of renewal. The grant will enable him to further develop his skill sets for
exploring wilderness through an accredited mountaineering course. Afterwards, a
series of shared outdoor activities will afford him one-on-one time with his spouse,
parents, and others. Through this blending of physical and mental challenges with
rest and play, the splendor of God’s creation will provide opportunities to disconnect
from normal cycles of parish ministry.
“Pastors play an important role in nourishing the spiritual lives of individuals and
in guiding the work of the Christian congregations they serve,” said Christopher L. Coble, Lilly Endowment’s vice president for
religion. “Through these grants, we seek to honor pastors for their extraordinary service and enable them to engage in a brief
period of rest and renewal. We have learned that such experiences invigorate the leadership of pastors and bring new vitality
to their congregations as well.”
The Rev. Dr. Robert Saler, research fellow and director of the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Programs, noted that the National
Clergy Renewal Program integrates key attributes of healthy congregations, including a mutual respect for the renewal needs
of both ministers and the congregations they serve. “At a time when leaders are often praised for their pace of innovation
and productivity, the National Clergy Renewal Program pays homage to the timeless wisdom embedded in the practice of
reflection and renewal.”
Kevin's sabbatical will take place in the summer of 2020.

Book Discussion Group
Men and women of any age are welcome to join the Harvard Ave Book Discussion Group at 11am,
third Thursday monthly. Exciting selections are on the books for the 2019-20 discussion season:
Oct - Where the Crawdads Sing; Nov - Educated; Jan - The Guest Book; Feb - The Sense of an Ending;
March - Last Bus to Wisdom; Apr - Atonement; May - When All Is Said; Jun - The Elephant Company.

The Paradox of Generosity
Giving time, talent, money, attention, encouragement, emotional availability, and more, from the heart, is the essence of
generosity. Generosity is ultimately an expression of love.
The paradox of generosity refers to the fact that the more generous we are, the greater benefit to our well-being there is. The
results of a significant social-scientific study indicate that all five measures of well-being--happiness, health, purpose in living,
avoidance of depression, and intent in personal growth are significantly enhanced by the practice of generosity. This paradox
can also be stated negatively--by failing to care well for others, we actually do not properly take care of ourselves.
As we give consideration to stewardship, it's important to consider this social-scientific fact: By sharing our resources generously
with others, we will find ourselves happier, healthier, and more purposeful in life.		
Robert Lynch M.D.
Stewardship Ministry Team Lead
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Building ... On the Promises

Seven years ago, in October 2012, you welcomed me into
ministry with you here on Harvard Avenue. I came to the
office on Monday October 1, knowing that I'd be moving
out of it in just a matter of weeks. I came prepared,
brought my own hard hat (and dressed it up with a TCU
sticker!) and everything.
There was a gorgeous (and huge!) yellow mum on a side
table, a gift from Kate and Mike Beatty, as I recall. Later
that day, Bill and Betsy Richert came by to say hello and to
bring two entire bags filled with food; full-course meals,
from salad to dessert, prepared and packaged (with labels
and directions and everything) by Jamie Jones.
We had a staff meeting, with the entire staff there, even
the staff who didn't usually meet!, in the library. All sorts
of breakfast deliciousness was gathered in, and we shared
introductions, stories, laughter, scripture, prayer, and
plans for the week(s) ahead.
We were in worship together that first Sunday, with long
wooden pews, and the burgundy carpet, and the choir
loft set to the side, and the dark blue acoustic fabric on
the front walls. I remember that part of my instruction for
presiding at communion was to be sure that both elders
and I sat down together and stood up together from the
pew behind the communion table … because it was a
little wobbly and had been known to tilt a bit now and
then.

And the next Sunday was … GROUNDBREAKING. Literally.
We read sacred text, prayed fervent blessings, shared the
bread and cup, honored those who gathered with us and
before us … and each picked up a stone, to carry outside
to the south lawn, to witness on that day that we had
come through something together. We approached a
new thing God was doing, all on the foundation of
God's promise to be with us, and our promise to be
God's in return. And those shovels hit the earth, and
we cheered and cried and sang … and so many of our
beloveds of that day are now heavenly witnesses to the
wonder God is working in our midst.

How could we have known, seven years ago this month
… How could we have known, in the years of dreams
and hopes and prayers and generosity that led up to that
groundbreaking … How could we have known that these
tens of thousands of square feet - renovated, restored,
reimagined, reinvigorated – would welcome, quite
literally, hundreds, of people every single week: church
members, long-time friends, brand-new neighbors.
And yet, how could we not know that God would bring
the growth, the goodness, the grace. In worship and
study, music and art, fellowship and prayer, health and
fitness, outreach and service, we build on the promise of
God-in-Christ: I am with you always.

Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor
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Community Connection
In Children’s Ministry, we strive to offer many levels of spiritual growth and community connection.
As we’ve been in our expanded space over the last five years, that’s only increased!
Kanakuk. This weeklong day camp for up to 200 children utilizes almost the entire building,
including classrooms, Family Life Center, patio, green space and parking lot! With an incredible
staff of 30 young adults, Kanakuk KampOut reaches the Tulsa community in a way we could not,
even if we partnered with all of the surrounding Disciples of Christ churches.
Foster Parents Support Group. This group meets monthly for a program of helpful information,
support, and networking for foster parents in our community. An evening meal and free childcare
is provided for participating families and they utilize much of The Orchard, our children’s ministry
wing, in addition to an adult classroom.
Eisenhower Parent Prayer Group. This group meets weekly in our Transformers Classroom, one of our brightest and most
comfortable rooms! Parents bring babies and toddlers with them while they pray over the school, educators, and staff of
Eisenhower Elementary.
TWO Worship & Wonder Centers. Most churches are fortunate to host one worship center, for kids through 1st grade. We are
blessed to have two rich and developmentally sound worship centers: for ages 3-6, and for age 7 through 5th grade! In the older
worship center, we experience Bible stories with a deeper, more meaningful response and wondering time. We work on basic
Bible skills and use a variety of prayer techniques.
Community Events. We offer two community events per year that have blossomed with our expanded facility! During the
Easter Eggstravaganza and Fall Family Festival events, we are able to host all of the activities in the Family Life Center, as well as
outdoors. The commercial kitchen enables us to offer excellent hospitality with easy clean up too!
Our programs and ministries are possible because of this facility. I am grateful for all the ways it helps us be the hands and feet
of Christ in Tulsa.
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

A Space for Youth
The most common reaction I hear from people when they walk through our doors for the first time is how amazing the space is.
“It’s beautiful,” and “Wow” are the most common adjectives. But to our youth it’s much, much more than just a pretty space. It's
a place they can call home and feel welcome. Whether it is the 2nd floor Youth Center, the outdoor deck designed for evening
hang outs, or their worship space or other areas like the Family Life Center and Peake Commons fireplace where they feel at
home, our youth get that we want them here and are glad they are in the building.
This has caused me to think a little differently about
our facility. Having a beautiful building is a good thing,
but being church is about so much more than that.
Nice aesthetics are meaningless if there’s not a sense
of belonging and acceptance to go with them - and
the latter only happens when those in the building
are intentional about making it happen. This is one of
the things that HACC does so well. We have a way of
welcoming and inviting people into this space which
is what church is all about. This is why the youth love our space. It’s not just a nice building, it’s a place where they know they
belong and are encouraged to become the kinds of people that God created themto be.
Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director
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What's in a Building?
I have a love-hate relationship with church buildings. As the son of a minister, I spent
a great deal of my upbringing romping around in them. Each has a unique footprint.
Each space has a unique story. And given that many sacred moments have taken place
within their walls, it’s no wonder that the structures themselves often take on their
own special significance. Their value to those who have shared life together in them
is often likened to the value of a set of wedding rings to those who shared vows with
them: priceless.
But church facilities are not the church any more than a wedding ring is a marriage. As a ministerial mentor said to me, a church
facility is good only insofar as it facilitates the ministry of the church. In the face of many aging church buildings, I have clung to
those words. I have seen faith communities slowly shift to spending more time and resources trying to maintain buildings than
doing ministry. I have borne witness to the unnecessary, and unruly, arguments about the color of the church carpet. (Sure, it is
good to have an aesthetic that sends a message of welcome and hospitality, but I would argue that there is a point where these
conversations become more about vanity). I have seen congregations refuse to move away from an overwhelming structure,
because they could not imagine their community doing worship and ministry anywhere else. Sometimes church facilities can
become a burden, the focus of attention for Christ’s church, rather than an aid to living out the gospel.
One of the blessings we share here at Harvard Avenue is that our facility facilitates
ministry in some amazing ways! We are fortunate to have physical spaces equipped
to facilitate today’s audio/visual needs of meetings and presentations; a gym space for
encouraging fitness and hosting fellowship; classrooms that are kept flexible enough
to host an assortment of group meetings; a worship space that is aesthetically pleasing
and also functional in its design.
The space itself is well-suited for engaging in ministry, but as the Community Pastor I
can tell you that our approach to using the facility makes all the difference. It is with great intention that this space is
used for all kinds of activities—both for our worshipping body and the community at large. By inviting those from outside
our congregation to make use of this space, we have sent a message that our community is a place of welcome. By leaving our
classrooms clutter free and malleable in their setup, we allow a myriad of groups to make use of the space when it is not being used
for Sunday Schools or bible studies. By inviting outside groups who do not have a space to use this one, we invite their financial
support in maintaining this beautiful building for ministry while winning over community with our hospitality.
By opening the doors to our Tulsa community, we have truly leveraged this facility’s
potential to facilitate what we say we are about: a welcoming community grounded
in Christ, doing ministry within our community and beyond. Pastorally, I could tell you
stories of people who have joined our congregation because they first dawned the
doors of the church building for some other event. I could tell you about fitness
ministry participants, with faith communities of their own, who still participate in
outreach efforts that we have presented to them. I could tell you about those who
don’t necessarily worship with us on Sunday morning, but who look to our community
as their spiritual home.
This facility is facilitating ministry. And I applaud the efforts of our congregation to make the most of it for the sake of the
Good News. My prayer is that we will always keep ourselves grounded, remembering that this beautiful building is NOT the
church, but that it can do some great things to further the ministry of Christ.
See you around the building!

Kevin Howe
Community Pastor
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

Mark the Date!
October 3
		

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 pm
Next Man Up First Thursday 5:30 pm

October 6
		

CROP Hunger Walk 2:00 pm
Avenue Concert 7:00 pm

October 10

Disciples Women 1:00 pm

October 11
		

Parents Night Out 6:00 pm
Bridges Out of Poverty Workshop 6:00 pm

October 12

Bridges Out of Poverty Workshop 9:00 am

October 17

HACC Book Discussion Group 11:00 am

October 21

Bble 101 6:30 pm

October 24

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 pm

October 27

Fall Family Festival 4:00 pm

		

Next Newsletter - October 30

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Book Discussion Group

October 17 11 am Room 217
The HACC Book Group will
meet on Thursday, October 17
at 11:00 to discuss Where the
Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.
Set in a North Carolina marsh,
this story follows two timelines
that slowly intertwine with
a heartbreaking
coming-ofage story and a surprising tale
of possible murder.
All are
welcome to join us for what is
sure to be a lively discussion.
See the highlight on p2 for a full list
of this season’s Book Group selections!
Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

