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GENEROSITY
Along our faith journey, we receive several invitations. From the invitation to make our confession of faith and join the church, to 
the invitation to care for a neighbor or bring food to the next church event, to the invitation to serve in a volunteer or leadership 
capacity for the coming year, our community of faith is full of invitations. In this issue of FAITH MATTERS, you’ll see just a few of the 

invitations that are waiting for our response; we believe that GENEROSITY matters, too! 

Jesus invites us to bring all that we are and all that we have when we become a follower, a disciple 
of Christ. As we learn and grown, we are shaped more and more into the image of Christ through 
the disciplines of study, worship, prayer, service, and generosity; we are strengthened as agents for 
the good that God is doing in our world. 

When we make an intentional decision about what we bring before Christ, we extend a blessing 
of health and wholeness to all of creation, because we are certain that this is ultimately what God 

Generosity : takes all of us!

desires. The world is broken and hurting in too many places, and in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) we are called to 
be a movement for wholeness in a fractured world. At Harvard Avenue, we have claimed specifically that our shared call and 
identity is to be a place where all who desire to know God-in-Christ can be loved as we are, align what we say we believe with 
how we actually live, and become all that God has in mind for us. Opportunities come our way every day; when we live with 
GENEROSITY, we can be agents of grace to all we meet, and for those who are still to come. 

Our faithful financial stewardship is one way we are invited to respond to Christ’s invitation to come, and follow Him. Our generosity 
funds the mission and ministry that we engage in; it is a sign of God’s presence among us. This month, we will explore – through 
worship, prayer, study, and giving – what it means to know God’s generosity in our lives, how we can be generous in our daily 
living, and what a church’s legacy might look like, in the immediate year to come and well past us into the next generation.

Throughout November, reflect on and engage in GENEROSITY :
     • sermon series (Rev Dr Nancy Pittman, and Rev Courtney Richards, preaching) 
       GENEROSITY : November 3 Holy Prodigality! / November 10 A Rogues' Gallery / November 17 That Get Up
     • daily text prayer : November 4 – 18, receive a short prayer lead via text message. To join: Text the word “HarvardAve” 
       to 88202. (If you’ve received these before, you’re already on the list!)
     • study guide : Each week’s worship bulletin includes a GPS (grow.pray.study) guide, which includes reflections on the
        week’s scripture and theme and considerations for generous living.
     • pledge card : You will receive a letter with more information and pledge card for your response as we pray and give
       together into the next program year.
     • Thanksgiving Dinner & Congregational Meeting : Hear from our leadership team about the year to come, and vote for the 
       2020 slate of leaders and teams who will serve with generosity in all areas of our church life.

God has done and continues to do remarkable things through us and with us – things that matter at 55th & S. Harvard, in Tulsa, 
and beyond! Your prayer and your participation are vital to helping us advance on the pathway of discipleship. We know 
that when the early church gathered, they did so with glad and generous hearts and that there was no need among them 
(Acts 2). We desire such a spirit of true community to be among us. We look forward to your generosity.
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Generosity : in families
One of the best gifts we can give our families is a broad understanding of what ‘family’ really means. 
It’s more than who is responsible for what tasks at home, and it’s more than being related in certain 
ways. Children’s Ministry at Harvard Avenue is creating a series of FAITHFUL FAMILIES EVENTS to 
help us learn about and shape our time with family in ways that matter most. 

Be part of the very first Faithful Families Event, Sunday, November 17 from 4-6pm in the Family 
Life Center. Donations of $10 per family will help offset event costs. RSVP to darlene@hacctulsa.org 
by Nov. 14.  

All formations of families are welcome! Bring your family (grands, nieces, nephews, immediate 
family) to enjoy a couple of hours of interactive faith-building activities!  After a brief welcome and 

introductions, families will travel together to six learning centers:

 • Bedtime: Night Time Blessing 
 • Thanksgiving: Gratitude Tree 
 • Advent: Make and Use an Advent Wreath 
 • Separating from Family after a Visit: Remembering Good Times 
 • Spiritual Practices: Smartphone Prayers 
 • Compassion: Secret Helpers Week

As an act of faithful service, two families will volunteer to prepare a simple meal, all ingredients provided. They will also 
decorate tables, offer a prayer for the meal and clean up afterwards. 

Faithful Families, by Traci Smith, is available for $16 at the Children’s Welcome Center and at the November 17 event.

Generosity : in our thanks-giving
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Generosity : one by one

Such wisdom and faith within this community! And these are only the ones I name right in this moment. I could write pages, 
lists of names, one by one, calling on our saints … standing in our present … dreaming toward our future … and never run out 
of your names, your gifts, and your daily, lived, richly generous stories. 

Instead of just worrying about what I think about something, I pray about it, Larry went on to say. God is the one who’s doing this for 
us. We’ve come to where we are because God brought us together. Our relationship is not with just one individual, but with Christ. 
He has not moved on; He is still at Harvard Avenue Christian Church. 

I am so grateful for Larry, for Linda, for Mary, for Kevin … for Bob Lynch and this year’s  Stewardship Ministry Team … for those 
whose stories of faithfulness are still to come … and for each and every one in this church who listens, prays, invites, gives, 
teaches, learns, encourages, and dreams. 

For all of the ways … every single one … that you show the love of Christ to the world, by showing the best of yourselves to each 
other, I am grateful. One by one, we are seeing the increase … in those who connect, in the numbers in the ledger, in our impact 
in the community, in our reputation and identity as a growing and thriving body of Christ, grounded in prayer, rooted in 
relationship, we face the future with confident hope, and living – and giving – with abundance, in response to the abundant 
generosity of the God who has brought us here together. What a gift.

In a recent conversation with longtime Harvard Avenue member Larry Akers 
he said, The Lord has asked me only this: to be loving, kind, gentle, to follow 
him. At the moment he said it, this landed just where my heart needed it – 
Larry’s generous wisdom, the resource of his deep faith, came at just the right 
moment. 

How are we loving? How are we kind? How are we gentle? How are we 
following Christ?

These last few weeks, we’ve seen testimonials from friends at Harvard Avenue 
– stories from their own lives and experience about what it means to live 
with generosity. (We’ll hear and see more in the coming weeks as well. You 
can find the current stories, and those to come, on the GIVING page of our 
website.)

Courtney Richards
Connections Pastor

 •  Mary Magee told the story of gaining an ‘accidental sister’: a woman whose life was in turmoil was 
    met in her moment of need by the generous and selfless gifts of another. As Mary said, Generosity
    changes us … both the generous and the grateful. The richness of generosity flows both ways.

 •  A coin seems a small thing to treasure, and yet the one pressed into Linda McDaniel’s hand as she
    clambered aboard a tour bus outside Lazarus’ home of Bethany is one she holds dear. She recalls 
    it was truly a lesson in generosity.

 •  Kevin Gross has helped us define generosity of time, ability, and finances as gifts that represent 
    our love for our community. When we stay connected, he says, when we understand a need, when 
    we capture a vision, we are inspired to give; it is that motivation to give that defines our generosity.
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 Mark the Date!

Nov 4  Bible 101  6:00 pm

Nov 7  Next Man Up First Thursday  5:30 pm

Nov 8  Parents Night Out  6:00 pm

Nov 10-17 Family Promise Host Week

Nov 11  Bible 101  6:00 pm

Nov 12  Be Here! Membership Inquiry Event 6:30 pm

Nov 14  Disciples Women  1:00 pm

Nov 21  HACC Book Discussion Group  11:00 am

Nov 24  Thanksgiving Dinner & Congregational
     Meeting  5:00 pm

Nov 28  Office Closed (Thanksgiving Holiday)

FAITH MATTERS (USPS 736-590) is published monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at 
5502 S Harvard, Ave. Tulsa, OK 74135-3859. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK.  POSTMASTER: 
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                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org

Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards -- courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe – kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez —  darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org 
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin -- nedean@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford –kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty – susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease – ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan – andrew@hacctulsa.org

 

Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m.–The Rising

10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Book Discussion Group
November 21   11 am   Room 217

One of New York Times’ 10 
Best Books of 2018, Educated 
is a memoir by Tara Westover. 
Born to survivalists in the 
mountains of Idaho, Tara was 
seventeen the first time she set 
foot in a classroom. Teaching 
herself enough mathematics 
and grammar to be admitted 
to Brigham Young University, 

Next Newsletter - November 26
Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

her quest for knowledge transformed Tara, taking her over 
oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge.
All are welcome to join the HACC Book Discussion group as 
they discuss this award-winning book!  


