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ADVENT : Endures
On Epiphany Sunday our church invites each person in worship to randomly draw a small
card containing a single word. No two of these words are alike and are meant to be a focal
point for the year ahead. This year I drew the word “endure”. I instantly hated it. I felt I had
already been treading water for months amid sickness, financial troubles, family drama,
and lack of sleep. In the weeks that followed I almost threw that card away countless
times. Whenever I thought about focusing on the word “endure” a lump would form in my
stomach because it felt more like a bad omen than encouragement.
In the Gospel of Luke, before the account of the birth of Jesus, comes the story of Elizabeth and Zechariah. A couple that
was “...righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly.” (Luke 1:6 NIV) They prayed
fervently for God to bless them with a child, something they both deeply desired. But though they were faithful to God,
Elizabeth remained barren and soon became too old to bear children. Being Zechariah at this point in the story, I would have
thrown my hands up in despair and shouted, “What more do you want God? We have followed your every command. We are
blameless in your sight yet you still leave our prayers unanswered?”
Reading this story brought to mind a song we recently played in The Rising Service called “New Wine”. Upon hearing it for
the first time, the opening line hit me right in the chest “In the crushing, in the pressing, You are making new wine.” What a
beautiful take on a painful process! The hurt we endure while waiting on God feels like punishment, but if we decide to view
it through the lens of having divine purpose what great things could God prepare us for?
I marvel at the great faith of Elizabeth and Mary in those early chapters of Luke. Elizabeth waiting patiently for God to move
even when it seemed the moment had long since passed. Mary not faltering when Gabriel told her the most mind-boggling
things but instead saying, “I am the Lord’s servant, may your word to me be fulfilled.”(Luke 1:38 NIV) God was able to use these
women to their fullest potential because they remained ready.
In our waiting, we can be like Zechariah who wasn’t prepared for God to answer and stumbled in his disbelief, or we can be
like Elizabeth who remained ready to hear God’s voice while trusting in His timing. I’ll admit I tend to struggle with God’s
schedule. I remember when Sarah Grace was pregnant with our daughter. Between the constant morning sickness, acid
reflux, little sleep, pulled muscles, and a cough that hung on for months she was barely hanging in there. Every day was a
struggle for her. We both thought, can this be God’s plan? But there was and is light at the end of the tunnel, which steadily
grows with each painful step we take. If we are open to the molding of the journey and prepared for God to speak who knows
what great things might be set into motion; like a long-awaited pregnancy, a beautiful baby girl, or the Savior of the world.
On Dec 22nd we will celebrate this season of waiting in a unique musicfilled experience called Christmas in Tune. I hope you can join us!

Isaac Herbert
The Rising Band Leader

ADVENT : Waiting
I hate waiting! I will stoically wait while another driver finishes sending that text even though the light has turned green. But
when my Internet hiccups, or a YouTube video lags for even a second, or my wife is taking forever to get ready, or when I’m at
the doctor’s office and the nurse brings me into a room in the back and I think I’m finally going to get to see the doctor… but
I have to wait at least 15 more minutes, or the person in front of me going through security at the airport doesn’t have a clue,
well…I hate waiting!
The purpose of the season of Advent is to anticipate the coming of Christ to earth; it is a season that focuses on waiting. I
need this season of Advent - this yearly reminder of the meaningfulness of waiting—how about you? Let’s all take a deep breath
and settle into this season of Advent as we ponder the birth of our Savior.
I love the lyrics of one of my favorite Christmas songs that was written and recorded by Cynthia Clawson. It says:
Stand still and wait for the night to pass over,
Under cover of darkness the morning will rise.
From the east come the hope
And it’s wrapped up in sunlight,
So rest, close your eyes, and wait one more hour
Our joy has come in through the sky.
Please join us on December 22nd as we celebrate this season of Advent with our Christmas cantata
Rejoice Emmanuel at our 11am worship service (also being offered at 7pm).
Kelly Ford
Traditional Music Director

ADVENT : Kindness
As a kid, Christmas means family time, parties, special Christmas clothes, potential snow days, Santa, food you only get one time
a year, toys, and NO SCHOOL! But what does Advent mean to a kid? I like to think the Christmas play we do each year holds a
special place in their hearts as well, and can help lead their focus to Christ and the true meaning of Christmas.
We begin auditions and rehearsal way before December, but by the time December
rolls around, they are no longer running through lines of a play, but internalizing
the actual meaning of the words they are saying. This year, our play is about a group
of kids who are given a homework assignment during the Christmas break. They are
each given a character in the Christmas story to come up with an act of kindness. At
the end of their experiment they see that God’s kindness proves God’s love for us and
is at the root of every detail of the Christmas story. They learn that kindness doesn’t just
have to be during the Christmas season, but there are things we can make a part of our
lives that shows God’s love through acts of kindness all year long.
The final song in this year’s play says, “Let my life be the proof of your love” and I love this
because I had never considered the idea that we are a part of the Christmas story, too.
Our actions tell a story of the greatest gift of love. As we prepare for our performance of
the children’s Christmas play, we are preparing our hearts for the new year and seeking
ways we can show love and kindness to others.
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Ashley Pease
Children's Music Director

ADVENT : Pregnant Pause
If we skip over Advent and see it only as the time we have
to get through before we can get to ‘the point’, then we’ve
missed that point entirely! If we focus only on the final
destination and close our eyes to the joy of the journey,
what good is the Good News?!
Advent is the time where we make use of a waiting
period. Where we take stock of the things that should
define us – hope, peace, joy, love. We get the most out
of Christmas when we have first taken time to make the
most of Advent … to find wonder in the waiting.
The season of Advent is intended to be a season of
waiting and wonder … preparing heart and home, church
and world, individuals and community, for the radical
transformation of a messiah born anew.
In the realities of our world, though, when we get to
Thanksgiving and then (right away in 2019!) to December,
and those weeks leading to the Nativity, we somehow
blend it together: it’s all just “Christmas”.
As our Bible 101 students learned this fall, only two of the
four gospels tell the stories of Jesus’ nativity … Matthew
and Luke. And each of those tells very different parts of
the story, and in very different ways. (Feel free to pause
here and go look for yourselves!) When WE tell The Story,
though … in our families, or in our nativity sets, or on our
Christmas cards, or just in our heads … it’s all one thing,
right? Everyone is ‘in the room’ at the same time; all of the
characters, all of the events, it all happens right there in
that little cattle stall.
And, let’s be honest, that’s easier. No harm, no foul, I guess.
At least we’re thinking about it. At least we’re gathering
symbols and images and storytellings that keep the story of
Jesus in our minds and hearts. This preacher is all for that!

It’s how we cherish the joy of preparation, and do away
with the dread of imperfection. Advent is our anticipation
of The Greatest Gift, and our setting aside of obsessions to
give and receive in just the right measure.
This year for Advent worship, through the gospel tellings
in Mathew and Luke, we will take a look ‘behind the
scenes’. What have we missed along the way, in our rush?
Who might give us new perspective? To make room for
what we could easily miss – and may actually be missing we’ll take a ‘PREGNANT PAUSE’:
December 1 :
December 8 :
December 15 :
December 22 :
December 24 :

HOPE … in the unexpected
PEACE … with who we are
JOY … in showing the way
LOVE … is what faith sounds like
Afraid Not

We’ll take a breath, hold wonder close, and appreciate
the season of holy watching and waiting. Not just rushing
the days and blending them all together, but actually
waiting for our Savior, so that AT Christmas, we will have
been filled to overflowing, to sing from the heart and hold
candles high, proclaiming Christ the Savior is Born!

And yet … and yet.
There is a method to the slowness. A purpose to the
waiting. A meaning in the stretched out and measured
steps of the journey from where we are to where the
Christ Child is born.

				Courtney Richards
				Connections Pastor
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ADVENT : Joy
The twenty-four days leading up to Christmas are surely one of the most challenging times
of the year for parents of small children, and yet, can be so rewarding. During the Advent
season there are more options than ever for making march towards Christmas meaningful.
Two resources available at the Children’s Welcome Center are a “Reverse Advent Calendar,”
and “A Mason Jar Advent.”
The Reverse Advent Calendar is available for free to anyone here: https://
passionatepennypincher.com/reverse-advent-calendar. Each day a family adds a food item
to a box and then delivers the full box to a local food bank on Christmas Eve. I’ve seen a
similar idea where the family adds an item of clothing or toy to a bag over the season for
donation. Both are Christ-like expressions of sharing our resources with those in need. (Ask
our Community Pastor Kevin Howe if you need suggestions for donating your gifts.)
A Mason Jar Advent is a set of idea tags in a canning jar and families choose one tag per day to read and
do together. Four themes are included in the set of tags: Get Praying, Get Moving, Get Connected, and Get
Social. Volunteers have helped cut out, hole punch and tie ribbon onto sets so each HACC Family may take
one home beginning Sunday, November 24, just in time for the beginning of Advent on December 1st. May
the season of Advent be filled with joy in giving!
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

ADVENT : Stillness
It’s hard to believe that Advent is upon us and another year has flown by. I’m always struck during the season of how fast and
busy everything seems to be. Here at the church everything kicks into high gear, we hang the greens, have Blue Christmas
Service, then it’s time for the children’s play, Christmas in Tune and the Cantata and before we know it the Christmas Eve services
are here as well as the Big Day.
This is also a busy time for our youth ministry program, as our kids wrap up their semesters and try and pack in all the
performances, events and concerts before the year's end. Jess and I are drawn in too many directions to keep track of, that on
top of youth Christmas parties and trying to get everything in order so we can leave on the ski trip on the 28th, a season that’s
supposed to be about peace can seem anything but.
In the midst of all the craziness it’s easy to lose track of why we are celebrating and get overwhelmed by our to do lists
and all the stuff we need to cram in before Santa visits. For me it helps to ask myself, how would Jesus want me to celebrate
His coming? How would the Prince of Peace - a Rabbi who constantly sought stillness and time alone with God - want to be
remembered? I don’t think it’s through forcing one more activity into an already overcommitted schedule or stuffing one more
gift under an already bursting tree.
Our lives our typically marked by frantic hustle and stressful business. Let this season be different. Slow down, take a walk and
look at the lights, sleep in a day, sit by a fire, count your breaths, wrestle with dog or a kid (I’ve got 2 of each that I’d be happy to
let you borrow), go on a bike ride or climb a tree. Even if it’s just for a minute, find rest in the stillness and know that God is God.
Jesus came so that we can have life and have it to the fullest, so be present in this season. Let the world wait till January.
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Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

ADVENT : Caring
The Outreach Ministry Team at Harvard Avenue is pleased to announce that this year’s Christmas Eve offering will
be donated, in its entirety, to the ministry at Clarehouse. For 15 years, Clarehouse has provided care and shelter
for the dying in a peaceful setting. Their service is provided free of charge and is supported through donations. In
August of this year, a sewage line break flooded the Clarehouse facility, leading to the loss of most of the organization’s
equipment and major repair needs for their facility. In effort to support their work and witness, the Outreach Ministry
Team will be matching this year’s Christmas Eve offering with up to $10,000 of outreach funding, for Clarehouse.
Gifts can be made during the offering at both Christmas Eve services and in advance through the Church office.
What is Clarehouse? It may be easy to miss the brown Clarehouse sign and the building
that is set back to the east as you drive along Mingo Road at 76th street in Tulsa. But once
you pull in and walk through the front doors of Clarehouse, you’ll find yourself in a warm,
welcoming, peaceful home. Clarehouse provides quality end-of-life care for terminally ill
people and access to hospice services. The staff and volunteers are devoted to the care of
dying people and to the support of their loved ones, providing a comfortable home-like living space and round the clock
practical care. And, what is amazing to me, all services at Clarehouse are provided free of charge to the guest and their families.
The cost of this compassionate care is $300 per guest, per day.
On any given day, you’re likely to see a face from Harvard Avenue answering the phones, preparing and serving meals to
family members, offering a sweet presence and comfort to a guest, or performing household duties. I began volunteering at
Clarehouse a year ago after Neil and I lost our 4 parents over a 6 year span. I was moved by the dignity and peace that can be
present throughout the dying process. It is a great blessing to be able to give back in support to those walking on this path.
Clarehouse can’t take away disease, illness, aging, grief, but it can provide peace in the midst of the storms, love alongside the
tears.
Bendy Gilpin
Harvard Ave Member, Clarehouse Volunteer

Stewardship 2020
As we close our stewardship season focus on the gift of GENEROSITY, we are thankful for all
who have prayerfully completed pledge cards to support our shared ministry in the coming
year.
While we are still receiving pledge cards daily (thank you!), we can report that so far, 126 pledges
were made, amounting in $938,174 to strengthen and empower our ministry next year. Thank
you for your commitments!
Thank you to the Stewardship Ministry Team, to team leader Bob Lynch, and to the season's testimonial writers and
worship advocates for writing and speaking – all leading and giving of themselves so faithfully.
While we have not yet reached the total pledged in 2019 and a bit to go to reach the goals we have for 2020, we are confident that
pledges are still coming and are grateful to all who will join the effort! If you are one considering a pledge but have not yet done
so, please do! You can submit your pledge through our website at www.hacctulsa.org. Select ‘Giving’ from the top menu, then
the link to the online pledge card. You may also contact Finance Manager, Nedean Geurin, at nedean@hacctulsa.org to secure a
pledge card or to make your direct, and confidential, pledge for 2020.
Thank you for ALL the ways you reveal the true and deep GENEROSITY of the Body of Christ. There is SO MUCH to look forward
to in the coming year, and we are grateful for your gifts, which make it happen!
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards — courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe — kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Finance Manager: Nedean Geurin — nedean@hacctulsa.org
Facilities Manager: Marcia Whitaker — marcia@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford— kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty — susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease — ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan — andrew@hacctulsa.org

Mark the Date!
December 3

Blue Christmas 6:30 pm

December 5
		

HACC Bridge Group 1:00 pm
Next Man Up Yuletide Strikes 6:30 pm

December 12 Disciples Women Luncheon 12:30 pm
December 13 Parents Night Out 6:00 pm
December 15 Children's Christmas Musical 4:00 pm
		Happy Birthday Jesus! Party 5:00 pm
December 18 Blood Drive 4:00 pm
December 22 Christmas In Tune VI 9:00 am
		
Christmas Cantata 11:00 am & 7 pm
December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 4:00 & 6:00 pm
		

December 25 Church Office Closed - Christmas Holiday

Next Newsletter - January 8

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Sunday December 15
4 pm - Children's Christmas Musical: Cake
*and after the show, a Happy Birthday Jesus party
Sunday December 22
9 am - Rising Worship Concert: Christmas in Tune VI
11 am - Traditional Worship Cantata: Rejoice Emmanuel
7 pm - Concert: Rejoice Emmanuel

December 24
4 pm & 6 pm - Candlelight Communion Service
Sunday Morning

9:00 a.m.–The Rising
10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

