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LOVE LIKE THAT
“Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper behavior from their parents. Mostly what God does is love
you. Keep company with him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. He
didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love like that.” Eph 5:2.
The focus of this month’s Faith Matters newsletter is to inspire you to love like Jesus in your everyday life. This is the essence
of what Paul is saying to us in Ephesians 5:1-2: because Christ loves us with an extravagant love, now you go out and love like
Jesus and do it extravagantly.
My first prayer is that you are experiencing that love for yourself, that it’s filling your heart and mind and soul. I want that for you.
It's the most beautiful gift any human being can receive, and I have witnessed its power to heal our deepest wounds and wash
away animosity, resentment and disappointment. It’s the love that created the heavens and earth and liberated Jesus from the
grave.
My second prayer is that you would begin to ask in every encounter with another person, "What does loving like Jesus look like
in this situation?" It’s amazing how quickly this will clarify and direct how we show up - at work, at home, at QuikTrip - when we
come face to face with someone who annoys us.
Here are a few things I’ve learned, and that I’m working on:
• Say yes and see what happens. This is where the good stuff happens, where the adventure begins. It requires a willingness
to have our schedule wrecked. All my best stories begin with a yes.
• It’s more important to be kind than it is to be right. This is especially difficult for me because I like to be right. My
relationships have been damaged more by this sort of stubbornness than anything else.
• Love isn’t something we feel, it’s something we do. No actually, I’m discovering it’s something that we become.
• Jesus does not want us to memorize stuff about him, he wants us to do stuff with him. What good does it do to memorize
Bible verses if I’m a moody jerk?
• Love doesn’t always get something in return. This means letting go of the outcome and finding satisfaction in the act of
loving.
• It’s not our beliefs that transform us. It’s loving like Jesus that grows us and shapes us.
What does extravagant love look like to you? Where do you need to spread the love? What's holding you back?
Bob Goff's book Love Does has been very helpful to me. Goff said that when you type “love“ your spell
check will change it to “live”. What a great thing to remember ... to love is to live. In this season of my life
as a pastor, I’m pushing all my chips to the center of the table on this one. I hope you will join me.
										
										

Love and Blessing,
David

WE ARE FAMILY
Who loved you into being who you are today? Who loved you unconditionally,
as God does, and cared enough to discipline you when you needed it? Who
helped you care about and have empathy for others…making you understand
“it’s not all about you”? One person may stand out in your mind, but many folks
contributed.
Life lessons are acquired through God’s earth angels. They shape us into who we
are and, if we’re lucky, we never stop loving others into who they’re becoming.
It’s a shared family thing.
Harvard Avenue is a wellspring of teachers and role models who are constantly
learning from one another. All of you (incredible leaders, amazing staﬀ, and
marvelous members) have made a huge diﬀerence for my husband and me. We are grateful for nine years of inspiration,
education, and enlightenment while having more fun than two geezers are typically apt to find in their glorious Golden
Years!
It’s a Harvard Avenue tradition to keep loving and learning until God calls us home and to have an absolute ball doing
it. With hearts full of gratitude Jim and I will continue to donate our time and make our annual pledge by contributing
money to help sustain us, our building, and our future.
Being a part of this congregation always feels like coming home. We are family! Together we thrive! As Christ loves us,
we’ll continue to love one another into who we are and who we will be.
Mary Magee
Stewardship Team Lead

CAN WE ALWAYS TURN A PROFIT?
Christ can use every experience in our daily living to grow us as disciples.
For much of my life I found it easy to associate the growth of my faith with a few rare moments. A particularly meaningful
worship service, a fireside song at church camp, the gift of a good Sunday school teacher…I feel like we all profit from
these feel-good, mountaintop experiences. But we would be missing out if we didn’t take advantage of the ways
that even mundane and painful experiences can be used to transform us into more Christ-like people.
Jesus makes it clear throughout the gospel story that his disciples can always profit when we bring awareness of God
to daily events—no matter how mundane, or even painful. When we tune in to God’s faithfulness to us, we uncover our
capacity to take these moments and use them to grow in our understanding of faith. This is particularly true of our pain
and suffering, which the gospels and the epistles make clear have been used time and time again for our growth, but
only when we allow God to enter into those places with us.
I pray that you will find ways of bringing your attention to just how profitable our daily lives can be for our transformation
as disciples, even in what seems like a downturned market.
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose. (Romans 8:28)
Kevin Howe
Community Pastor
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GOD'S CHILD, GOD'S GRACE
How do we love like Jesus in our daily lives? What a loaded question, yet one that is essentially the heart of
Christianity and something that we, as followers of Jesus, have been wrestling with for a few thousand years. I’m
sure I shouldn’t have any trouble answering it in a couple of paragraphs.
I think the most important thing to recognize is that we can’t love like Jesus. At least not on our own, not all the
time, and not with everyone. The biggest hurdle I’ve found in trying to love like Jesus is the simple fact that I am
not Jesus (does my long hair count?). And this is the paradoxical nature of actually trying to live the way that Jesus
taught us to live. We are called to perfection by a savior that knows full well that we are not capable of achieving
it. And yet we are loved anyway. Not because of anything that we have done or will do, but simply because
of who we are as a child of God. I think this realization is essential and one of the most overlooked aspects of
Jesus’ life.
Jesus’ relationship with the Father, the constant communion with God, and the closeness and the validation that
stemmed from it shaped every aspect of His life. Jesus understood that life is precious simply because it is life.
Jesus understood the love and grace of the Father because he experienced it firsthand, truly believed it and thus
was able to live it out.
So, do we? Do we actually believe in the scandalous
grace and unrelenting love of God? I think this is
the first step in loving like Jesus. We must begin
to understand this grace, to acknowledge that we
are loved, flaws and all, that we are children of God
and with us He is well pleased. The acceptance of
this grace has a way of shaping us, of reorganizing
our priorities and changing the way we view
others. From that place we can begin to realize
that they too are a child of God, that they have
value, not because of what they can do for us,
but because they reflect the nature of the God in
whose image they were created.
And we won’t do this perfectly. Just as there are
times when we forget that we are children of God,
we will forget that others are too. We will cause harm and pain and do damage to God’s creation. But the damage
to His creation, the realization that we cannot get away from the grace of God not only molds us but helps us to
extend that grace to others too.
We will stumble. We will inevitably fall short and need to seek forgiveness from God, from others, and from
ourselves. But when we truly begin to understand the breadth of God’s grace and love for us, we feel obligated to
pass it along to others. When we look at ourselves through God’s eyes it changes the way we look at others too.
Because it’s only when we begin to love and accept ourselves that we can effectively love our neighbors.

Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director
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JUST IMAGINE...
When we were given the theme of the newsletter this month, I first had to consider “what is loving like Jesus” to me? It didn’t
take long to focus on “Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.” And so, I begin with what that means for me, right
now, at this point in my life.
Love God. Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a great proponent of starting the day with an hour of personal worship including
scripture, songs and prayer. While I have enjoyed daily prayer and devotions for years, it was never for an hour per day! I
have challenged myself to try it for 30 days to note what difference it is making in my day. I’m two weeks into it, and I must
confess I am having to build up to an hour per day - but then again, there are days when I do more. I already know this:
the days I put more into personal worship, the more I am impacted by it throughout the day. Putting a song of worship on
your heart early in the day makes it easy to recall and dwell on, and the same is true with a scripture reading. Much of my
focus has been with Psalm 46 and 121, which has been a healing balm in this continued time of the pandemic.
The prayer portion of my worship fuses naturally into loving my neighbor as myself,
because one of the best ways of caring for our neighbor is to enfold them in prayer and
into the presence of God. It is a step anyone can do! I often use the prayer lists from
church, weekly emails from Global Ministries, and social media concerns to expand
my prayers beyond family and close friends.
“How would our relationships, community and church change if we love like
Jesus?” I imagine a community where all basic needs are met because each one of us
has shared our abundance. Loving like Jesus makes me want to support organizations
who reach out to those in need: Disciples Village, Iron Gate, Family Promise, and our
Community Food Bank. Of course, the pie-in-the-sky change would be to not need
any of those entities because everyone is taken care of, but until then, there is a lot of
sharing and caring to be done!
And can you imagine how Harvard Avenue might change? Immediately upon entering the building, you are in a “no
judgement zone!” We speak words of encouragement and care for one another. We live lives of service to our church and
community, so there is no overwhelming burden on anyone. Everyone is welcomed. It is a safe place to study and grow in
Christ to the fullness of what the Holy Spirit can do in each of us. Beautiful.
Finally, what are you doing to inspire others to love like
Jesus daily? When we were planning for our now 5-yearold remodel and creation of new spaces in our church, I
knew I wanted there to be an over-arching goal for the
Children’s Ministry area. As I prayed and considered all
the options, I settled on the fruits of the spirit.
Devin Howell, an artist in our community, was
commissioned to create a literal fruit painting with the
Galatians 5:22-23 scripture bordering the canvas. It is as
beautiful today, as the day it was created, and I refer to
it often in worship. The kids and I often stop and recite
it, so it is buried in their hearts, waiting to inspire them
throughout their lives. We often choose one fruit to pray
for ourselves during the week. What an amazing legacy
to God, to raise up children whose goal is to exhibit those
fruits!
Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor

4

KIDS IN THE SANCTUARY
Let's talk about comfort zones. Especially the one where a parent is used to their child having an excellent ageappropriate worship option, but now experiences worship with their children sitting beside them. No children's bulletins.
No twistable colored pencils. Staying in the sanctuary for 45 minutes! It's hard to try new ways of worshipping, but here
are some tips to make the MOST out of worship time together!
• Bring an activity bag: index cards, wikki stix, sticker pads, twistable crayons or colored pencils, coloring pages. Mardel
and Hobby Lobby both have faith-themed resources for kids.
• A printed finger labyrinth is an interactive way to help your child stay focused on the prayer.
• Encourage an older child to listen to the sermon long enough to imagine a picture they could draw to help them
remember the message. The Pastors would love to receive those!
• Make an "I Spy" list ahead of time for things to spot in the sanctuary. The intricate stained glass windows are excellent
sources for images to spy.
Remember that worship is a learned habit. Be patient with yourself and your child! The fruit of your patience will be
rewarded!

Join us for (physically distanced!) Trunk or Treat on Sunday October 25. Host a trunk or simply attend but either way,
don your costume, masks and gloves, and join us for a fun-filled time. Please contact Children's Pastor Darlene Martinez
darlene@hacctulsa.org if you would like to host a trunk or serve on the Host Team.
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Book Discussion Group
Join us for the 2020-21 discussion season:
September 17					March 18
Elephant Company by Vicki Croke		
The Day the World Came to Town by Jim DeFede
October 15					April 15
The River by Peter Heller			
Outrun the Bullets by M. Carolyn Steele
November 19					May 20
The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes			
The Library Book by Susan Orlean
January 21, 2021				
Simon the Fiddler by Paulette Jiles		

June 17
Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig

February 18
What Did You Do in the War, Sister? by Dennis Turner
The book group meets the third Thursday of the month, 11:am to 12:30pm. Current plans are to meet virtually via Zoom.
Please contact the church office for more information on how you can participate.
Next Newsletter - November 5

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

