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ADVENT
The season of Advent is a time of waiting and wonder, preparing our hearts and homes for the birth of our Messiah. While this year
will be different in many ways, this issue of Faith Matters shows there is still music to be enjoyed and opportunities to help those in
our community as we journey toward Christmas day...
November 29 brought us into the season of Advent, the beginning of the Christian year, the weeks we use to prepare for the
event of Christmas. As with everything else in the world, it all feels so different and weird this year – seeing the sanctuary but not
being in it; joining in worship without seeing who we're used to seeing; gathering for our weekly Sunday School or bible study
conversations with all of us in separate Brady Bunch squares!
The thing that remains the same in all of this? The One Who Is Emmanuel, who is God-with-us, who shall be called Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace.
What does not change is who God is, what God does, and our opportunity, again and again, to live in HOPE, speak for PEACE,
seek out JOY, and share the LOVE.
As we worship, in person or at home, here is what we might see:
WREATHS
The circle of the wreath represents eternity, and the unending love of God. Evergreen reminds us of growth and everlasting life.
Wreaths, trees, and garlands surround us with God’s ever-present love.
CHRISMONS
Short for ‘Christ monogram’, Chrismons are made in a variety of symbols representing Jesus Christ … the star, shell, sun, alpha
and omega, fish, chalice, and crosses. They are white and gold as symbol of holiness and purity. They adorn an evergreen tree,
reminding us of Christ's constancy and presence in the world.
ADVENT WREATH
Each time we light a candle, we reclaim Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, a light breaking into the darkness and the darkness
will not overcome it. Adding light each week to the Advent Wreath – for for hope, then peace, for joy, and love – we grow
brighter toward the lighting of the Christ Candle at Christmas Eve.
CRECHE
French for ‘crib’, the creche, or nativity, tells the story of the season as each person takes their place:
- Mary, the God-bearer, showing we play a part in bringing the hope of Christ into the world.
- Joseph, the dreamer, stepping forward even unsteadily, to show the Prince of Peace an earthly home.
- the Shepherd, who reminds us to watch, listen, and then go and tell
- Jesus, the Savior, born that holy night
- the Wise Ones, at Epiphany, saying that we too have seen and can follow the Star
In a year that has already put everything else on hold – people, travel, events, normalcy – the season of Advent is an even more
profound spiritual waiting. It is wrapped in purple, the color of penitence, reflection, royalty, and wonder. This is our chance –
to wait: for the one who has been promised, the joy of a new day, and for the gift of Christ, brought to Light in the World.

A MOMENT TO CELEBRATE
In the Gospel of Luke, before the account of the birth of Jesus, comes the story
of Elizabeth and Zechariah. A couple that was “...righteous in the sight of God,
observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly.” (Luke 1:6 NIV) They
prayed fervently for God to bless them with a child, something they both deeply
desired. But though they were faithful to God, Elizabeth remained barren and soon
became too old to bear children. At this point in the story, I would have thrown my
hands up in despair and shouted, “What more do you want, God? We are blameless
in your sight yet you still leave our prayers unanswered?”
I marvel at the great faith of Elizabeth and Mary in those early chapters of Luke. Elizabeth waiting patiently for God to move
even when it seemed the moment had long since passed. Mary not faltering when Gabriel told her the most mind-boggling
things but instead saying, “I am the Lord’s servant, may your word to me be fulfilled.”(Luke 1:38 NIV) God was able to use these
women to their fullest potential because they remained ready.
Music truly is an extra sense: it gets us ready, it brings color to a moment, and makes it last. I love doing the “Christmas in Tune”
series because we use music to color in the true meaning behind all the fanfare that comes with Christmas. Into heavy darkness,
God injected a pinprick of light that grew into the embodiment of hope, a Savior for all of us. What a moment to celebrate! The
vision of “Christmas in Tune” is to breathe life into a holiday that can sometimes feel a little stale (or this year, just a little strange).
In our waiting, we can be like Zechariah who wasn’t prepared for God to answer and stumbled in his disbelief, or we can be like
Elizabeth who remained ready to hear God’s voice while trusting in His timing. If we are open to the journey and ready for God
to speak, who knows what great things might be set into motion, even the Savior of the world.
On December 20th, we present Christmas in Tune VII (9:00am Rising Worship). We not only experience but celebrate this
season of waiting with this unique music-filled experience. I hope you can join us!
~ Isaac Herbert, The Rising Band Leader

THE STORY OF JESUS
And suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth each among those with home He is
pleased.” Luke 2:13-14
Why do we love to sing at Christmas? Singing brings joy and happiness. It revives and
restores the soul. These verses show us that singing is part of our design by the Creator.
We lift our hearts and voices sing to celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Jesus’ birth was announced and heralded with joyful singing. The angels glorified God with the voices He gave them. Their
songs proclaimed peace and good will to all. The angels praised God because His redemption plan was taking a huge step
forward in the birth of the Messiah – God’s Son, Jesus Christ.
This year’s Christmas Cantata The Story of Jesus, presented December 20 (11:00am Traditional Worship AND 7:00pm Concert),
is unique in the history of our church because we are unable to celebrate with the full Chancel Choir. The forty plus voices
that would normally be combining in harmony to proclaim the birth of Jesus, will be replaced by a small ensemble. We as a
congregation will not be joining our voices together to sing, “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” or “Angels We Have Heard On High,” or “Joy
To the World.”
Even though these difficult times bring these restrictions, God is still on the throne. None of what is happening in our world
caught Him by surprise. We will still worship - join our hearts and spirits to praise the King of Kings, to tell the old, old story, and
to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace. Whether you are attending online or in person, let's come together and in song.
Let’s celebrate The Story of Jesus!
~ Kelly Ford, Traditional Music Director
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December 20 events - Christmas in Tune VII (9am), The Story of Jesus (11am & 7pm) - are in-person (limit 60) and
via livestream (Facebook and YouTube). RSVP to Connections Pastor Courtney Richards (courtney@hacctulsa.org).

DIFFERENT KIND OF CHRISTMAS
Snow is falling Christmas Eve
Lights are coming on up and down the street
The sound of carols fills the air
And people rushing home, families everywhere
Putting candles in the windows
Lights upon the tree
But there's no laughter in this house
Not like there used to be
There's just a million little memories
That remind me you're not here
It's just a different kind of Christmas this year
Mark Schultz wrote A Different Kind of Christmas in 2014. Mark
had this to say about why he wrote it - “This is a special song
for me and my family. I wrote it with my wife after her dad
passed away. It was our first Christmas without him, and she
was decorating for the holidays. She came into the garage
holding a box of ornaments and had tears streaming down
her face. She said to me, ‘It's just a different kind of Christmas
this year.’"
We will all lose someone at some point in our life, who is at
the center of our life, and that first Christmas without them is
always a hard one. My heart has an empty space left by the
loss of my father, who was and remains the most important
person in my life. The Christmas before we lost him I wrote
him a letter telling him how much I loved him. Christmas
was a big deal for my dad and every Christmas Eve my heart
is both warmed by his memory and grieves for him. Time
perhaps lessens the depth of the grief, the pain not as deep,
but there’s always going to be an empty place in our heart.

Christmas was not a Norman Rockwell painting. It was a less
than perfect mess with a lot of uncertainty and hardship …
and even fear.
Jesus was not born in a perfect setting to the ideal family
wrapped in red paper and a bow. There was a surprise
pregnancy, an unexpected journey that had to be made, a
stable for a birthing place, a manger for a bed, and a king who
forced them to flee for their lives. You also remember how the
story ends. It ends with the death of a one and only son.
It may be a different kind of Christmas, but the first Christmas
was different too.
As I write this note, I’m preparing a sermon on Isaiah 64:1-4.
It was message written for people who were suffering great
loss. In the middle of that message Isaiah describes a God
who “comforts all who mourn.” May God comfort you. You are
being held in God’s arms. Your loved one is being held too.
			With much love,
			David
			David Emery
			Lead Pastor

I’m writing this note to our families who lost loved ones this
year. You lost someone you dearly loved and your heart is
breaking. I will also be thinking of the more than 280,000
families in our country alone who lost a loved one to Covid-19
this year. There will be too many empty seats at the Christmas
table. There are other losses too. Dreams. Graduations.
Security. Jobs. Companionship. Hugs… It’s going to be a
different kind of Christmas.
It would understandable to pull the covers over our head, or
to bury ourselves in our work, to just get by. By all means, do
what you need to do. Take care of yourself in the way that
works best for you. But take comfort in knowing that the real
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A PERFECT REFLECTION
What a year it has been! Everything looks different, and our children’s music is no exception. Keeping in mind our need
to stay as safe as possible and hoping to maintain some sense of normalcy and consistency, we had the crazy idea to
go virtual with our Christmas production. All practices were held on Zoom every Sunday starting in October. I have two
lingering thoughts about this experience:
1. I LOVE THESE KIDS!
2. I can’t believe we did that, and it worked, and we had fun!
We have the most incredible group of kids with the most wonderful parents. Each child was required to submit two song
videos every other week and those incredible parents did all of the recording and sent them in on the assigned due dates.
(And did I mention costume prep and any set design they chose to do at home?)
Considering the difficulties we have experienced this year, when I found this musical, I knew it was the perfect one. The
story begins with the Swanson family on the way to Grandma’s house for Christmas. But, as a snowstorm blows through,
they realize they aren’t going to make it there and will need to stop at a hotel that seems to magically appear nearby,
HOTEL NOEL. Unbeknownst to the family, the hotel is run by angels and, as the family spends time with them, they learn
the true meaning of Christmas.
What a perfect reflection of what we have experienced this year. At the beginning of 2020, we had expectations and
hopes for the year, and as the year has progressed, so many have experienced loss, sickness, trying to rework how we do
things, and trying to keep a positive attitude in the midst of it all. We learn, we grow, and we start to see a different viewpoint.
We may not be doing what we thought we would, but we have such incredible resources to help keep connected. I have
been pleasantly surprised with the positivity and adaptability of our kids. I haven’t heard a single complaint about our
rehearsals being online or having to turn in videos or even everything being held on Zoom. They want to participate, and
they have been willing to do that in whatever capacity they can - and that’s on top of most of them already doing that for
school this year, too. Aren’t kids great?!
We always say kids are watching us adults, but what would happen if we took more time to watch and learn from them?
~ Ashley Pease, Childrens Music Director
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A PLACE TO CALL HOME
Christmas Eve Offering to Benefit the Tulsa Day Center's Housing Efforts
The HACC Outreach Team is pleased to announce that the entirety of this year’s
Christmas Eve offering will be donated to the Tulsa Day Center, to support their
housing initiatives. With a mission of serving those who are experiencing or at risk
for homelessness, the Tulsa Day Center not only provides basic food and shelter for
those experiencing homeless, but also does exceptional work to provide housing
assistance and placement. Their housing services are free of charge to those who
qualify and include a 60-unit apartment complex (Hudson Villas), rent and utilities
assistance, and a Rapid Rehousing program, which works with Tulsa landlords to
place individuals and families experiencing homelessness into permanent, safe, and affordable housing.
Now, more than ever, many Tulsans need a place to call HOME. We are inviting you to join with the community at
Harvard Avenue Christian Church to support those who are at risk of losing their home or need shelter, by contributing
your gift to our Christmas Eve Offering. In effort to support the work the critical housing initiatives of the Tulsa Day Center
in this challenging season, the Outreach Team will be matching this year’s Christmas Eve offering with up to $2,000 of
outreach funding, for Tulsa Day Center's Housing Initiatives.
Gifts can be made through our online giving platform (please note "Christmas Eve Offering"), presented at our Christmas Eve
worship services, or mailed to the church office before December 30.
Thank you for your generous support of this collaboration with the Tulsa Day Center, helping our neighbors have a
place to call home.
~ Kevin Howe, Community Pastor

STEWARDSHIP 2021
In this year-of-all-years, Harvard Avenue has made plain that Together We Thrive! Thank
you to all who prayerfully completed pledge cards supporting our shared ministry in the
coming year. While we are still receiving pledge cards daily (thank you!), we can report that
so far, 156 pledges were made (including 17 new pledges!), promising $959,064 to engage
the ministry of this church in the year to come.
Thank you to the Stewardship Ministry Team, to team leader Mary Magee, and to the
season's testimonial writers and worship advocates for writing and speaking – all leading
and giving of themselves so faithfully.
While we have a bit to go to reach the goals we have for 2021, we are confident that pledges
are still coming and are grateful to all who will join the effort! You can submit your pledge
through our website at www.hacctulsa.org – you’ll find the pledge card under ‘Giving’.
Thank you for ALL the ways you inspire others to live and love like Jesus Christ. Your gifts
make it happen!
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. David Emery — david@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards — courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe — kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Business and Finance Director: Nedean Geurin — nedean@hacctulsa.org
Facilities Manager: Marcia Whitaker — marcia@hacctulsa.org
Video Production Coordinator: Dillon Ford — dillon@hacctulsa.org
Nursery Coordinator: Angela Nixon — angela@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford — kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty — susie@hacctulsa.org
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease — ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan — andrew@hacctulsa.org

Connecting at Harvard Avenue

Sunday morning Worship
The Rising service @ 9am
Traditional service @ 11am
Both services live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook
Visit hacctulsa.org/connect/sermons
for recordings of each week's full service or sermon only.
Giving
Visit hacctulsa.org/giving to complete a pledge card and
share your tithes and offerings through online giving.
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Book Discussion Group
January 21 11am
The first book discussion group
of 2021 is Thursday January
21. Paulette Jiles' book, Simon
the Fiddler is set at the end of
the Civil War and is the story of
an itinerant fiddle player and a
ragtag band of musicians with
whom he travels trying to make
a living, and the charming young
Irish lass who steals his heart.
The book group meets virtually via Zoom. Please contact
the church office for more information on how you can
participate.

Next Newsletter - January 14

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

