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RESURRECTION

Now you are … NOW, since Jesus showed you how, since Jesus gave us the gifts of bread and cup, and 
of each other, and of the Holy Spirit, to be our comfort and advocate always … Now you are the body of 
Christ.

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him.’ This is my message for you. (Mt28:7)

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you. (Mk16:7)

‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has risen.’ (Lk24:5)

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,
‘I have seen the Lord!’ (Jn20:18)

Christ is Risen! Christ is risen, indeed!

INDEED. 
Meaning – YES, he is, in fact, risen. (Just as we were told.)
And meaning – in deed. In action. Alive. Moving. In the world. 

Now you are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. 
(1Cor12:27)

Go quickly and tell his disciples. 
There you will see him. 
He is not here. 
I have seen the Lord. 

Christ is Risen!

Risen in deed. 
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One of the joys of being in church leadership is identifying and encouraging the gifts one sees in others. Ashley Pease has a 
definite gift of working with children in music and performing, and has also shown interest in the deeper spiritual side of faith 
development – for herself AND others. She has accepted increased responsibilities in Children’s Ministry at our church and 
will be covering a lot of my responsibilities when I am on sabbatical (July 1-Sept. 30). When information came about Phillips 
Seminary’s program at the Center for Ministry and Lay Training, I knew I wanted to make Ashley aware of it.  The timing was right, 
and she is currently in her first course! Here’s a word from Ashley:

“Over the last couple of years, I have felt that I am being led to increase my knowledge and 
understanding of the Bible (and how to confidently share that with our kids) and have been 
searching for possibilities of attending Phillips Theological Seminary and fitting that in with my busy 
schedule. I have an incredible mentor in Pastor Darlene and our other Pastors at Harvard Avenue 
Christian Church. I have felt a need to be a support for them in return and to make sure my mind 
is right for working with our kids. I want to be able to apply that understanding of the Bible to my 
position as the Children’s Music Director and all the other activities I participate in with the kids. 

When I learned of the CMLT courses, I was pleasantly surprised at how well they fit within my schedule 
and I can make my hours as many or as few as I can handle. My first class is Communications and thus 
far, we have discussed how to spot and use critical thinking to analyze conspiracy thinking and circular 

far, we have discussed how to spot and use critical thinking to analyze conspiracy thinking and circular reasoning. With our 
instant access to media upon media and as our in-person communications have become less, I feel as though this is a necessity 
in working with our students - to help them develop in their critical thinking and communication skills. I am excited to be 
learning at such a well-respected school and with some incredibly knowledgeable professors. I’m so grateful for the continued 
prayers and support, as a church and family, that you have shown me over the years.”

Resurrection : Learning New Things

happen because of what we’ve done, it happened because of who we are: beautiful in the sight of God.

It is easy to look at the people and things around us in a very utilitarian way (what they can do for us or what purpose we judge 
them to serve). We attempt to assign value to our lives and the lives of others by some measure of success or achievement. 
But to believe in Christ’s resurrection is to believe that the world and humanity are fundamentally and inherently the things of 
beauty that God has affirmed them to be.

As much as anything else, living as an Easter people is about claiming the beauty of God that is all around us and within us, and 
offer our grateful response. To behold the same beauty that God sees in life. To pause and delight in tulips. To savor a meal. To 
enjoy a symphony. To appreciate a work of art. To delight in every person you see. And responding to that beauty with joy and 
praise to the God who made it so.

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! What a beautiful thing. 

Resurrection : A Story About Beauty

Kevin Howe
Comunity Pastor

Darlene Martinez
Children's Pastor

During the final weeks of 2020, members of our congregation planted 2020 tulips, 
both around our church grounds and in our homes, symbolically laying to rest a year 
that had taken so much from us. We did so in sure and certain hope of beautiful 
flowers coming forth in due season…and they have been such a delight to behold! 
Their vibrant colors and delicate petals bid us pause and delight in their beauty.

The renewal of flowers each spring not only remind us of resurrection, but that 
resurrection is also about beauty. What we take away from the story of Christ’s 
resurrection is that God redeemed the world not because of its own merit, but because 
of the inherent worth that God sees in creation. In other words, resurrection didn’t 
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A three-year-old expressed what many of us may have been feeling. She danced and twirled and 
raised her hands in the air during the music. Her uninhibited joy was better than any sermon I 
could deliver. 

After a year of hardship and lockdowns and sadness we needed this Easter as much as any Easter 
before. The best news however? It's not over. Easter is not a one and done. The resurrection is still 
happening. 

I like the way Megan McKenna writes about it in And Morning Came. 

   “The Resurrection is not a single event, but a loosening of God's power and light into the earth and 
    history that continues  to alter all things, infusing them with the grace and power of God's own 
     holiness. It is as though a door was opened, and what poured out will never be stopped, and that door 
    cannot be closed." 

NEW SERMON SERIES
The Stories of Jesus (April 11 - May 16)
Jesus was a master storyteller: “A sower went out to sow...” “There was a man who had 
two sons…” “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho...” “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who gave a banquet…” These stories that Jesus taught are not 
simple tales to be confined to a children’s book; they are stories meant to reframe 

our perspectives, challenge our assumptions, and shift our priorities. Through this series we will explore the stories that Jesus 
told, mining their riches in hopes that we may live more fully into the divine truths that they reveal. Up first… The Coin in the 
Fish's Mouth. 

• When you pause to watch the sunrise and take a deep look at the beauty, you are living the resurrection. 

• When you look for reasons to be grateful and you give thanks,  you are living the resurrection. 

• When you forgive when every part of you wants to hold it back, you live the resurrection.

• When you embrace a friendship with someone who is different, you live the resurrection.

• When you live with faith in the midst of great hardship, you are living the resurrection. 

• When you meet the needs of someone in pain, you are living the resurrection. 

• When you take a bold step into the future in spite of your fear, you are living the resurrection.

• When you dance without worrying about what anyone else thinks, you are living the resurrection.

My question this Easter is this: What does living the resurrection look like to you? 

Happy Easter!  David

Resurrection : Living It

She adds:  
   “And morning came… It still comes. Our God is here, Emmanuel, among us, always coming towards us, always standing behind us,
    always standing up for us, always standing with us in solidarity in communion asking us to come with Him now as disciple, as 
    follower, as believer, as a friend, as intimate beloved child of God, now and forever." 

It’s too easy to let Easter just come and go, too easy to forget the hope of that day, too easy to be sidelined by the same fears, 
too easy to fall back into the same ruts. Don’t! Live the resurrection. 

Easter 2021 was one of my happiest and most meaningful as a pastor.  The joy of the sunshine, the blue skies, the music, the 
smiles, the children, the flowers, all filled my heart. 
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Thank you to Ashley Pease and Cheryl Pease for these amazing photo spots!

Pastor Darlene welcomed students back to 
Children Worship and Wonder on Palm Sunday.

Elena Armstrong and Julia Claire Doyle - 
these sweet friends hadn't seen each other 

in a year! We all felt this hug!

An overhead view from Easter outdoors.

Rev Emery preaches Easter morning. 
Thank you to Jamie Jones and Betsy Richert for the 

beautiful worship set.

Dani, Jack, and Lucas Morgan, 
excited to be back at church.

Resurrection : Joy
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Hopefully you got to be a part of the Easter celebration here at Harvard 
Avenue this past weekend, if not, you can find recordings on our YouTube 
channel.  It was an amazing and beautiful weekend, starting at the table 
on Thursday evening, moving all the way through to the empty tomb 
and the celebration that love won on Sunday morning.  It was four full 
days, filled with sorrow, confusion and wonder. I’m talking about the 
Easter story, not the logistics of pulling off six services in four days, two 
of which were outside. But one of David’s questions on Sunday morning 
is something I’ve been wrestling with ever since: “Where is Jesus?”  Yes, 
we know the tomb is empty, but where did he go?

This is something that we see gripped and confused Jesus’ followers in 

Resurrection : Where is Jesus Now?

Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

every version of the Gospel story, and it is something that I still don’t think we fully understand. My favorite version of 
the story comes from John’s account, with a devastated Mary Magdalene arriving before sunrise to mourn and prepare 
Jesus' body for the tomb which would hold him forever.  She finds the stone rolled away, there’s confusion and fear, 
a foot race, weeping and excitement and the appearance of a couple of angels, that surely will make the whole thing 
make sense. 

But there is still so much confusion and Mary can’t seem to see beyond her grief. She finally talks to one of the angels 
who turns out to be Jesus, and gets to the heart of what’s on everyone’s mind: “They took my Master,” she said, “and I 
don’t know where they put him.” – John 20:13 (Message) In the course of the conversation Mary figures things out, cries 
out to Jesus and begins to worship, but what happens next is something that has always stood out to me.  You expect 
a big reunion with lots of hugs, Jesus setting the record straight, probably having a couple of good stories to tell and a 
return to the vibrant ministry that was so abruptly cut short by the religion of the day.  But instead, Jesus responds, “Do 
not cling to me,” John 20:17  (Message) which is hardly the reaction that we expected or wanted.  

To me this has always signaled the shift in God’s plan for the world and our role as partners in creation.  Yes, death has 
been conquered, love has won and God’s plan for forgiveness and reconciliation has moved forward in a world 
that desperately needs it.  But that doesn’t mean that we are going back to how things were before. Jesus is 
clear, we’re moving forward and it’s not going to look like it did before. If only there was a modern example of a shift 
like that within the church, right? Christ is not in the tomb, but he is also not returning to his ministry, at least not in the 
same way. So where is Jesus now? If he’s not coming back to continue his ministry how will it go on?

The short answer is, through us.  This somewhat confusing and unsatisfying ending to this story turns out to be the 
beginning to a new story.  A passing of the baton and a change in leadership.  Not only does it speak to the enormous 
responsibility that Jesus puts on his followers, but it also speaks to fact that he believes that we are capable of doing 
it.  Jesus is confident that we will spread healing and reconciliation and the good news of God’s love to the ends of the 
earth.  Becoming a follower of Jesus isn’t just a onetime commitment or prayer to be said, it’s stepping into that role 
and responsibility. Moving the baton to a new place where we will then pass it on to someone else.  So, where is Jesus?  

Perhaps a better question would be, how are you going to reveal the Christ that is within you?  Because ultimately 
that’s the answer, the tomb is still empty, but our lives are not. It might not be the ending we wanted, but it turns out it 
wasn’t an ending at all, just the beginning of a new story.  Where is Jesus?  In you. So get busy showing!
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Sunday morning Worship
The Rising service @ 9am

Traditional service @ 11am
Both services live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook

Visit hacctulsa.org/connect/sermons
for recordings of each week's full service or sermon only.

Children Worship & Wonder
9am & 11am

Children ages 3.5 years through 5th grade
Orchard Gathering Area

Check-in @ the Children's Welcome Center

Nursery available at both services.

Sundays at Harvard Avenue  Book Discussion Group
April 15        11am
This month's book selection is The 
Day the World Came to Town by Jim 
DeFedde. When 38 jetliners were 
forced to land in Gander Canada on 
September 11, the population of 
this small town nearly doubled. The 
citizens of Gander met the stranded 
passengers with an overwhelming 
display of friendship and goodwill. 
This book recounts the inspiring story of the Gander 
residents whose acts of kindness have touched the lives 
of thousands of people and been an example of humanity 
and goodwill. 

The book group meets virtually via Zoom.  Contact the church 
office for more information on how you can participate. 


