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learn + grow = BELIEVE
What we BELIEVE comes from what we learn (stories, songs, practices) and how we grow (conversation, worship, service). The 
combination of learning and growing carries us into believing. 

- We believe in a God who is with us (at the anxious start of a school year!).
- We believe that knowing where we’ve come from (Disciples history) reminds us of who we can be today.
- We believe that Christ’s call to serve the church (minister) isn’t just a call to one of us, but to all of us.
- We believe that a church that empowers, inspires, and excites children and youth is a church that changes the world.

What we believe comes from what we learn, and from how we grow. Learn and grow with us – we believe FAITH MATTERS.

BACKPACK BLESSING & PROMOTION SUNDAY

The start of the school year is always an anxious time, with first-day butterflies for students and 
teachers alike. 

On August 22 (at both hours), we’ll have a Backpack Blessing as an act of worship. Students 
and Educators of all ages and kinds bring a backpack, lunch bag, car keys, or any other school 
symbol – blessed into the school year, knowing your church family, and the God knows you best, 
are with you every step of the way. 

• Join us in Peake Commons at 10:00am to cheer on the upcoming 6th graders as they - quite 
literally - move upstairs to the Youth Center! 

STUDY SERIES @ HARVARD AVE

With a wide range of topics, lectures, panel discussions, conversation starters, and personal stories of 
faith, the Study Series @ Harvard Ave will form, inform, and transform our daily living.

Starting Sunday August 15!
9:00am & 10:30am, Family Life Center

Our first series is a short walk through the stories that have brought us this far. Are there things about 
how our church looks, works, or worships that you’ve wondered about? Taking a look at our Disciples 
roots offers great insight to how the vine has grown. 

Split Ends: A Survey of the History of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
3-part Series: August 15, 22, 29

Dr. Lisa Barnett, Assistant Professor of American Religious History at Phillips Theological Seminary

Week 1: The Beginnings of the Stone and Campbell Movements & Uniting in Ministry
Week 2: Tensions between Unity and Restoration 

Week 3: Ministry (and More Internal Tensions) - and Lessons for the DOC Today



The Little Preacher with his little Church, 
First Christian Church, Waynesboro, Tennessee.
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My ordination certificate is framed and hanging on the 
wall beside my desk. I was ordained at South Hills Christian 
Church in Fort Worth Texas on August 9, 1987. It took eight 
years to be ordained as a minister in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). 

It required more of me than I ever imagined. The certificate 
also reminds me that it required more than just me to get 
there. It was signed by many special people who were a 
part of that journey. 

But there were even more who did not sign it. My mother 
and father. My junior high school Sunday school teacher 
- Wanda Combs. The minister that baptized me - Lee 
Hendon.

Dr. Ambrose Eden - a cranky New Testament professor, who 
secretly funded a scholarship for me. Dr. Herman Norton – 
the Dean who raised the scholarship money to get me to 
Vanderbilt. The church members all over Tennessee who 
wrote checks to the dean. The trustees I never met from a 
church in Lubbock who paid for my books.

First Christian Church of Waynesboro Tennessee - the 
little church that called me their ‘little preacher’ and put 
up with my first sermons. The widow ladies who cooked 
me lunch on Sunday and sent me back to school with 
leftovers. Henry and Clara Nell Philips who taught me how 
to be a pastor. 

My best lifelong friend and college roommate who has 
always been there. And so many more.

My ordination was not my achievement. It was the 
achievement of a whole community of people. And, that 
story continues. So many people continue to challenge 
me and encourage me and bring out the best in me.

This is not just my story though, it’s really all our stories 
as Christians. Becoming a Christian and growing and 
maturing in our faith is not a solo project. It’s something 
that we do together. Who you become is not just your 
achievement.

Searching for Sunday is a book by Rachel Held Evans. It 
chronicles her journey out of the church and back into the 
church. It's an honest assessment but with lots of hope 
mixed in for the church. Rachel said, "Being a Christian is 
something that we do together. I can't be a Christian by 
myself. I need the church."

It’s true - the ‘long obedience in the same direction’ (as 
Eugene Petersen says) is not a trip we take on our own. 
We do this Christian life together. Our growth in Christ-
likeness happens in Christian community.

I hope that you will take time to read the stories of our 
graduating seniors in this Faith Matters newsletter. I don’t 
know what kind of certificate will be hanging on their 
walls and who will have signed them. But this church and 
your commitment to their lives will have played such a big 
role in who they become.

We need each other - to be the people Christ has called us 
to be. I can’t say it better or be more direct. We need each 
other. 

That’s  church!

David Emery
Lead Pastor

Not a Solo Journey



 
Elaine McKenzie 
Jenks High School 
 

Elaine McKenzie, daughter of Amy and Ryan McKenzie, graduated from Jenks 
High School as a distinguished graduate. She also graduated with 12 college 
credit hours from Tulsa Community College and 12 college credit hours for 
Spanish Language and Literature. Elaine also completed a Tulsa Tech program in 
which she became an Adobe certified associate in Adobe Illustrator and Adobe 
Photoshop. Elaine is extremely proud of her Native American ancestry and stayed 
involved in her culture by serving as an officer for the Native American club for 

four years, continuously volunteering with the Native American Education program, and by being admitted 
to and participating in the Oklahoma Indian Student Honor Society. Along with OISHS, Elaine was also a 
member of the National Honor Society and the Spanish National Honor Society. During her years at Jenks 
High School, Elaine has been involved in Jenks Band, yearbook, Spanish club, and the art program. Elaine has 
enjoyed her time at HACC while being involved in the youth group, participating in serves and mission trips, 
as well as her time serving as a Deacon. Elaine will be attending Oklahoma State University as an Honors 
student and plans to major in Graphic Design with a minor in Marketing. 

Ben Galles 
Jenks High School 

 

Ben is a distinguished academic graduate from Jenks High School while 
maintaining Superintendent and Principal Honor Rolls throughout high school.  He 
was active in Jenks Trojan Band, German Club and Kamen Stem 
Robotics.  Academically, Ben took many AP classes at Jenks and was a part of the 
accelerated math program taking over 3 Calculus classes in high school.  Ben started 
attending youth as a guest of Keaton Grigsby about 6 years ago and loved it.  He 
participated in numerous spring break and summer youth trips and ski trips which 
were more of a card and board game marathon for Ben.  He always looked forward 
to Sunday Ultimate nights when he wasn’t playing League of Legends and never 
turned down a trip to Freddie’s.  Colt will never let Ben eat another Veggie Burger at IKEA — wink, wink.  Ben 
moves to the University of Tulsa later this month where he will begin his studies.  He plans to major in 
computer science with a double minor in mathematics and cyber security.  He hopes to complete a Masters 
degree in Cyber Security.   

 

 

 

Abigail Nixon 
Jenks High School 
 
Abby Nixon is a third generation Harvard Avenue member, the oldest daughter of Greg 
and Angela Nixon and granddaughter of Larry and Le Akers. Abby is a proud graduate 
of Jenks High School where she was on the Jenks Pre-Med track.  As well as excelling 
academically, Abby is also a very talented musician, playing violin in the Jenks 
Orchestra all four years and playing guitar and leading worship in the Fusion 912 
ministry at Believers Church.  She has also been very active in supporting and giving 
her time to our Children’s Ministry here at Harvard Avenue, working in the nursery 

and volunteering at Parents Night Out and supporting our Sunday morning programing.  Abby will attend 
Oral Roberts University in the fall where she will pursue her RN and BSN and then plans to continue to serve 
God and others in the medical field. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Ortiz 
Jenks High School 
 
Thomas Ortiz is a recent graduate of Jenks High School. He was German Club 
president for two years. For 3 years he was in the Trojan Pride Marching Band, where 
he was section leader for two years. Thomas is the first born of Enrique and Callie, 
leading the way for his younger siblings. Thomas spent his High School years 
developing and furthering his passion for helping others by volunteering. Thomas 
joined Harvard Avenue youth in 8th grade when a friend invited him, and he has been 
on every youth trip since then. Thomas is attending Tulsa Community College, to 

pursue his Associates Nursing Degree. He then plans to attend Northeastern State University, to obtain his 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing.  

Toria Brock 
Booker T. Washington High School 

Toria is the daughter of David and Jennifer Brock and has been an active member of 
the youth group at Harvard Avenue since 6th grade. She excelled academically at 
Salk Elementary, Carver Middle School, and Booker T. Washington High 
School.  Toria was a long-time member of Girl Scouts and in high school participated 
in Youth Philanthropy Initiative and Booker T. Washington Swim Team.  She loves 
coffee, thrift-shopping, houseplants, animals (especially her dog), and her brother. 
She has a fun sense of fashion, and she is very independent and adventurous.  The 
best thing about Toria is her character.  She is a loyal friend in diverse social 
groups.  Toria has a positive personality.  She wants to help people and make the 
world a better place.  She will attend the University of Arkansas, majoring in Social Work.  We could not be 
prouder of her and cannot wait to see what she does next. 

 
 
 

Sean Wood 
Owasso High School 
 
Sean C. Wood is the son of Tammy & Brien Wood and a graduate of Owasso High 
School.  He was a proud member of the Rams Swim Team where he was the 
captain of the men’s team for two years.  He has been an active member of the 
Harvard Avenue youth group since moving to the area when he was in 7th grade. 
Sean will attend Drury University in the fall to pursue a degree in business 
management to help him in opening his own restaurant someday.  He has plans 
to swim on their team as well. 



 

Dylan Henson 
Berryhill High School 

 

Dylan Henson, grandson of Carrie Kitterman, joined Harvard Avenue 5 years ago 
and was welcomed with open arms by everyone he encountered. He has been 
heavily involved in the Harvard Ave community, from mission trips and Tuesday 
Serves, to more frequent activities like Wednesday night youth, and ultimate frisbee. 
Dylan has enjoyed spending time at the church, making friends and forming 
relationships that will last forever. Dylan attended Will Rogers High School his 
freshman and sophomore years, then transferred to Berryhill High School for his 
Junior and Senior years. He was involved in athletics such as football and baseball, 
playing at the varsity level at both schools. Some of Dylan's achievements include 
Most Athletic Freshman, Best Leader, The Freshman Varsity Athlete award, a quarterfinalist in the State 
Tournament for baseball and was named an All-State Center Fielder for the Berryhill Chiefs. During his time 
at Will Rogers, Dylan was also involved in Leadership and student government. At Berryhill, he was inducted 
into the National Honor Society as a Junior and remained involved for his Senior year as well. He graduated 
high school with a 3.8 GPA and will attend The University of Arkansas in the fall, pursuing an undergraduate 
degree in exercise science, followed by a graduate degree in physical therapy. He also plans to extend his 
baseball career by walking-on for the Razorbacks baseball team.  

 
 

 

Kinsley Southard 
Bixby High School 
 

Kinsley Southard, daughter of Ty Southard and Eden Wallace is a 4th generation 
member of Harvard Avenue, beginning with great-grandparents Daryl and Carol 
Southard. She has been active in our youth program, serving in spring break and 
summer mission trips as well as local service projects, Fall Retreats, and the Senior 
Leadership Retreat. Kinsley also gives her time and energy to our Children’s 
ministry, serving at the Spring and Fall festivals and as a VBS helper.  Away from 
church Kinsley teaches swim lessons, served as a dental assistant, and enjoys 

spending time with her friends.  She is a graduate of Bixby High School and will start her college career at 
TCC majoring in psychology. 

 
 
 

Ben Brown 
Jenks High School 

 

Ben is the son of Steve and Jinafer Brown and a distinguished graduate of Jenks High 
School, where he served as section leader in the Trojan Pride Band, copy editor for 
The Torch Newspaper, and member of the National Honor Society. Ben loves music 
and has worked hard to become an amazing saxophone player. Ben was awarded the 
John Philip Sousa Award for outstanding achievement in instrumental music. He was 
selected for All State Band his junior and senior years, placing first chair saxophone 
his senior year. He has received superior ratings at numerous state solo and ensemble 
competitions. Outside of school, Ben devoted much of his time to Scouts and the 
Harvard Avenue youth group. He completed his Eagle Scout project at our church: with the help of fellow 
Scouts and youth group members, he constructed benches for the children’s playground. Ben has attended 
Harvard Avenue since birth and has enjoyed growing up with the support of our members and programs. His 
favorite memory is the Colorado trip he took with the youth in 2019. Ben accepted scholarships for academic 
excellence and band at the University of Oklahoma. He plans to study music education and psychology. 
 

 

 

Carolyn Marshall 
Jenks High School 

 

Carolyn graduated from Jenks High School. She is the daughter of Adam and Lisa 
Marshall and has two brothers: Derek (8th grade) and Nick (5th grade). Carolyn 
has loved being very involved in youth group. She has enjoyed spring break 
mission trips, summer mission trips, and ski trips.  Wednesday night youth and 
Sunday night ultimate have been highlights for her week.  Carolyn attended 
Carnegie Elementary, Carver Middle School and transferred to Jenks her freshman 
year. She participated in National Charity League, Youth Philanthropy Initiative 
(YPI), and Competitive Show Choir.  Carolyn completed her senior year through 
distance learning due to the pandemic.  She enjoyed structuring her own schedule and spending extra time 
with her family.  Carolyn enjoys cooking, yoga, singing, playing guitar and time with friends and family.  She 
is graduating high school a year early and will attend the University of Arkansas majoring in Interior Design. 
Carolyn will serve as a Creative Community Assistant 15 hours a week where she will facilitate other students 
in a variety of creative activities offered in the dormitory.  She plans to get involved in Greek life and take 
advantage of other leadership and academic opportunities. 

 
 
 

Keaton Grigsby 
Jenks High School 

 

Keaton is the son of Warren and Lynn Grigsby, has attended Harvard Avenue since 
birth and has gone on mission trips all over the country with the youth group from 
an early age. He is a graduate of Jenks High School where he was a member of the 
National Honor Society and played in the Jenks Band as a percussionist until his 
senior year. Keaton is an Eagle Scout; his Eagle project was the Little Free Library that 
stands facing the park in the church parking lot. Keaton is an advanced open water 
scuba diver with 80 dives under his belt and has an explorer’s heart—he would like 
to see the world. He traveled to Europe his junior year and was present for the 

75th anniversary of the Normandy Invasion, also known as D-Day. He is attending Texas A&M in the fall as a 
member of the Corps of Cadets along with AFROTC as preparation for joining the Air Force and becoming a 
pilot. His major is in International Studies with an emphasis on international commerce.  

 
Dorothy Palmer 

Union High School 
 

Dorothy Palmer is the middle daughter of Adam and Michelle Palmer, younger 
sister to Emma and Noel, older sister to Charlotte and Constance and the glue that 
holds her family together.  She graduated from Union High School with honors 
where she participated in choir, one act competition and more musical theater than 
you could possibly imagine.  When not in a show or preparing for a show, Dot 
enjoys reading, playing ultimate with Harvard Ave youth and using all of her 
energy to make the world a better place.  Faith and her faith family are an 
important part of Dot's life. In her four years at Harvard Avenue she has 
participated in numerous mission trips, Serve Tuesdays, retreats, ultimate Frisbee nights, leadership retreats 
and is a worship leader in the youth band.  She will be staying close to home next year and attending classes 
at TCC, and while all the steps in her journey are not known yet, she is excited to see what it will bring. “I look 
forward to a bright future that’s not completely decided yet! I know I will be attending TCC in the fall and 
don't know exactly what they are, but know God has great plans for me!” 
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Summer Camps

Our Summer has been a blast with Baking Camp, Sports Camp, Summer Spotlight, and Lego Camp along with some fun family 
nights and Preschool activities mixed in! 

Each camp had its own spiritual component, highlighting the fact that God meets us where we are - in the kitchen, on the field, 
on the stage, or even when we are playing with toys. We focused activities around stories of Creation, Noah’s Ark, the parable of 
the Good Shepherd and the Lost Sheep, and so many more. 

Having our Youth partner with us each step of the way made it extra sweet by helping our children connect with youth who are 
already a part of our community. We’ve really enjoyed connecting with each of you in fun and unique ways this Summer! 

Ashley Pease
Children's Music Director

Spotlight Theater Arts Camp

Sports Camp

Summer Family Olympics

Baking Camp Lego Camp



Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm  Monday - Thursday; closed Friday   (918) 742-5509

FAITH MATTERS (USPS 736-590) is published monthly by Harvard Ave Christian Church at 
5502 S Harvard, Ave. Tulsa, OK 74135-3877. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK.  POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to FAITH MATTERS, 5502 S Harvard Ave., Tulsa, OK 74135-3877

                  Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org

Lead Pastor: Rev. David Emery — david@hacctulsa.org 
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards — courtney@hacctulsa.org 
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe — kevin@hacctulsa.org 
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org 
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org 
Business and Finance Director: Nedean Geurin — nedean@hacctulsa.org 
Facilities Manager: Marcia Whitaker — marcia@hacctulsa.org
Video Production Coordinator: Dillon Ford — dillon@hacctulsa.org
Nursery Coordinator: Angela Nixon — angela@hacctulsa.org  
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford — kelly@hacctulsa.org 
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org 
Organist: Susie Monger Daugherty — susie@hacctulsa.org 
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease — ashley@hacctulsa.org 
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan — andrew@hacctulsa.org 

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

 
9:00am

 The Rising Worship
Adult Study Series / Sunday School / Life Groups

Children Worship & Wonder (3yr-5th gr, plus nursery care)
Youth in Rising Worship

10:00am
Fellowship

Children's supervised play & nursery care

10:30am
Traditional Worship

Adult Study Series / Sunday School / Life Groups
Children's Sunday School (3yr-5th gr, plus nursery care)

Youth in Sunday School

Both services live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook

Visit hacctulsa.org/connect/sermons 
for recordings of each week's full service or sermon only.

Sundays at Harvard Avenue  Parents Night Out Is Returning!
September 10          6-10pm

Our first PNO of the 
school year will be Friday, 
September 10th  from 
6pm to 10pm! Your kids 
won’t want to miss this fun 
evening of fellowship and 
activities - including the 
first opportunity to audition 
for the children’s Christmas 
musical.

Also, don’t forget we need 
a lot of volunteers to make these events happen, so 
be sure to sign up at the Children’s Welcome Center to 
volunteer! 

To register your child, contact Angela Nixon
angela@hacctulsa.org

Split Ends: A Survey of the History of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
3-part Series: August 15, 22, 29

Dr. Lisa Barnett, Assistant Professor of American Religious History at Phillips Theological Seminary

Week 1: The Beginnings of the Stone and Campbell Movements & Uniting in Ministry
Week 2: Tensions between Unity and Restoration 

Week 3: Ministry (and More Internal Tensions) - and Lessons for the DOC Today
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