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First Two Schisms



Divisions in the Stone-Campbell Movement

• Churches of Christ, Disciples of Christ International (sometimes referred to 
as the Assembly Churches): majority black churches; the two branches of 
Disciples have been apart since 1868 when the annual conference of 
Disciples of Christ in North Carolina voted to separate from black Disciples; 
Over the ensuing years, the two groups developed separate worship styles, 
governance and structures.
• Today, the Churches of Christ, Disciples of Christ International – also known as the 

Assembly churches – are comprised of about 25,000 members in 300 churches spanning 
from New York to Miami, with additional churches in Africa and the Caribbean.

• Congregations who did not worship with instrumental music or conduct 
missionary work through organized societies were known by the early 1900s 
as Churches of Christ (a capella; non-instrumental). Congregations using 
instruments and cooperating with missionary societies were called 
Christian Churches or Disciples of Christ.



The Movement Organizes Initially 
through the American Christian 

Missionary Society (ACMS)



Issue of Slavery



Change in Alexander Campbell



Issue of Slavery

• “Statistics from the American and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society of 1851 showed that 
members of the Stone-Campbell Movement 
owned 101,000 slaves, making them, per capita, 
the largest slave-owning religious body in the 
nation.” 

(D, Newell Williams and Kamilah Hall Sharp, “Initiatives to Overcome Racism in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ),” in Slavery’s Long Shadow: Race and Reconciliation in American Christianity, ed. James L. 
Gorman, Jeff W. Childers, and Mark W. Hamilton (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 2019), 191-192.)



Women Ministers



Alexander Campbell’s Views

• Campbell clearly opposes female leadership in the church. In 1840 a 
reader submitted a question to the Harbinger concerning whether 
women, referring to them as sisters, have a right to teach, deliver 
lectures, exhortations, and prayers in the public assembly of the church 
of God. Campbell’s reply consists of a quotation of 1 Tim 2:12 and the 
added comment, “I submit to Paul and teach the same lesson.” (MH
40:521)

• There is no need, Campbell contends, for women to preach or teach 
publicly in order to fulfill their purpose and mission.



Instrumental Music/Organ





Instrumental Music

• In Feb. 1872 the Central Christian Church in Cincinnati, OH dedicated 
a new building.  (The Central church building had been the meeting 
place of the missionary society.)  

• It was the largest church building in Cincinnati (seating over 2000), 
had the largest stained glass window in the country, cost of $140,000 
and had an $8,000 organ.  

• Benjamin Franklin called it a “temple of folly and pride” and said he 
would blush to speak of the “ancient order” or the “gospel restored” in 
such a place.  



Central Christian Church
Cincinnati, Ohio 



Urban vs. Rural



Theological Liberalism and Higher 
Criticism in Biblical Studies



Sand Creek Meeting

• August 18, 1889, Sand Creek, Shelby County, Illinois

• An annual gathering place of conservative Disciples since 1871

• Above 6000 in attendance

• Daniel Sommer presented two speeches

• He discussed two different approaches since 1832
• those who held that the plea for unity at all costs was paramount
• those who regarded the restoration principle as paramount

• Lastly, a bold charge that the former had abandoned soundness, and 
through innovation had “produced evils plaguing the brotherhood”

• A formal signing of a written declaration to separate from liberal 
Disciples was signed



Sand Creek Meeting

• Sommer Charged — Disciples 
Innovation Included:
• One-Person Pastorates
• Missionary Societies
• Modern Methods of Raising Money

• Ladies Festival in one Ohio church to raise money for curtains and carpet for 
the meetinghouse

• Children with “brown jugs on begging expeditions”
• Box Suppers 

• Instrumental Music In Worship

• Claimed That Urban Churches Were The Main Culprits In 
This Departure



Schism

• The 1906 U.S. Religious Census for the first time listed 
the "Churches of Christ" and the "Disciples of Christ" as 
separate and distinct groups. 

• This, however, was simply the recognition of a division 
that had been growing for years, with published reports 
as early as 1883. The process that led to this separation 
had begun prior to the American Civil War.



Disciples Move into 
the Twentieth Century



Fellowshipping with Other 
Christians



Christian Unity & Ecumenism

• Nov. 1905-Disciples participated in the Inter-Church Conference 
on Federation held in NYC, at which the plan for the Federal 
Council of the churches was put into final form and recommended 
for consideration by the various denominations

• the 30+ Disciples who attended were not “officially appointed,” as 
there was no authority that had the power to do so; they were 
selected from among leaders who had been advocates of federation

• for Disciples opponents of participation in the Federal Council, the 
main question was that of having fellowship with the unimmersed



Christian Unity & Ecumenism

• the Disciples, without a delegate assembly or other authoritative 
structure, questioned how they could enter into any sort of 
agreement with denominations having such bodies

• solution came as unofficial gatherings handled the plans for 
Disciples participation based in authority inherent in respected 
leadership

• committee formed by Disciples in March 1907 to prepare the 
Disciples response to the proposal for federation



Christian Unity & Ecumenism

• 1907 General Convention in Norfolk, VA: report of committee 
approved and Disciples were members of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America from its beginning in 1908

• name itself was the suggestion of James H. Garrison

First meeting of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, Philadelphia



Christian Unity & Ecumenism

• within two years, the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America and the Homes Missions Conference had been formed 
and Disciples, along with other denominations, entered into 
membership



Christian Unity & Ecumenism

• as president of 1910 general Convention meeting in Topeka, Peter 
Ainslie called Disciples to return to their original commitment to 
the cause of Christian union

• Ainslie became ardent supporter of the ecumenical movement



Christian Unity & Ecumenism

• Ainslie’s proposal was to develop among Disciples a special agency 
to create a program of study and interest in Christian unity

• approval given and a Council on Christian Union was incorporated 
in Maryland

• name changed in 1913 to the Association for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity and still later to the Council on Christian Unity



Theological Liberalism/Modernism



Disciples and Higher Education



Disciples and Higher Education

• University of Chicago influential in raising the level of Disciples 
ministerial education

• 1893 convention in Chicago urged Disciples to establish affiliated 
“houses” for their divinity students at non-Disciples institutions

• May 1894 the Disciples Divinity house of the University of Chicago 
was constituted, and Herbert L. Willett was elected dean



1928-Disciples Divinity House building dedicated at the University of Chicago



John W. McGarvey

• Graduate of Bethany College

• In 1865 Kentucky University (formerly Bacon College) merged with Transylvania 
University and the state Agricultural and Mechanical School to form a newly 
chartered Kentucky University in Lexington. 

• The theology faculty was reconstituted as the College of the Bible, the first full-
fledged seminary associated with the Restoration Movement (the institution 
became independent from the University of Kentucky again in 1877, and is 
today known as Lexington Theological Seminary).

• With the organization of the College of the Bible, McGarvey was offered the 
position of Professor of Sacred History. He would serve in this post almost 
without interruption for the remainder of his life.



Herbert Willett

• After graduating from Bethany College, Willett entered 
the pastorate in Ohio. 

• He reached a turning point in 1891, however, when he 
decided to enter Yale Divinity School. There he came 
under the influence of renowned biblical scholar 
William Rainey Harper, who encouraged Willett to serve 
his fellow Disciples through a more intensive and more 
academic study of scripture. 

• In 1896 Willett became the first Disciple to earn a Ph.D. 
in biblical studies. From Yale, Willett entered the 
University of Berlin to study with Adolph Harnack and 
Hermann Gunkel. 



Herbert Willett

• Facing a time of dramatic social and intellectual change, Willett refocused the 
Disciples plea from restoring a 'normative past' to working for a progressive 
future. 

• When he began to write the weekly Sunday School lesson for The Christian 
Evangelist, Willett drew heavy criticism, especially from J.W. McGarvey, author 
of a regular column in the Christian Standard. Issues like whether or not 
scripture should be interpreted literally and how exactly to achieve unity in 
God's kingdom separated Willett from McGarvey and many like him. 

• Willett emphasized Christ’s teachings over church declarations. He loved to tell 
the Bible’s stories. For him, the authority of the Bible rested in how God made a 
difference in people’s lives, not in literal allegiance to the words on the page. 



the Christian Century magazine, the flagship of 
mainline Protestantism

• The story begins with a tiny Disciples of Christ magazine, the 
Christian Oracle, founded in 1884 in Des Moines, Iowa. 

• By the late nineteenth century the Disciples had a 
conservative wing and a liberal one, the latter especially in 
Chicago, where the Christian Oracle moved in 1900 and 
changed its name to the Christian Century. 

• In 1908 Charles Clayton Morrison took over The Christian 
Century, by then a publication floundering in financial 
distress, and eventually turned it into the most influential 
Protestant magazine of its time.



the Christian Century magazine, the flagship of 
mainline Protestantism

• From the beginning, Morrison wore his Social Gospel 
liberalism proudly, already writing in his distinctly forceful, 
clear, vivid, and arresting prose style. He later recalled: “By 
the end of my first year, the Christian Century had become 
something more than a journalistic organ; it was distinctly 
identified with a cause—the cause of liberalism.” 

• The Century was pushy about its ecumenical bias; Charles 
Clayton Morrison, the editor who changed the journal from a 
Disciples of Christ publication to a broad-based 
nondenominational magazine.





the Christian Century magazine, the flagship of 
mainline Protestantism

• Times were difficult for the Disciples, who were split over several issues. At the 
beginning of Morrison’s tenure, their most burning controversy involved the new 
higher criticism of the Bible, and much of the debate focused on Morrison’s 
coeditor, Herbert L. Willett, an acknowledged champion of the new academic 
discipline. 

• The new magazine owner filled the Century’s pages with editorials supporting his 
colleague and attacking Willett’s main detractor, the conservative Christian 
Standard (published in Cincinnati), the strongest and most widely circulated 
newspaper of the denomination at that time.

• The higher criticism continued to be an important object of attention during the 
next several years, and the Century consistently supported its practitioners, 
publishing their articles and reviewing their books.





1909 General Convention

• as 100th anniversary of the Declaration and Address approached, 
Disciples leaders made plans for appropriate celebration at General 
Convention of 1909 in Pittsburgh

• Christian Standard opposed the selection of two of the more than 
forty main speakers: Herbert Willett, biblical scholar the at 
University of Chicago, and Perry J. Rice, president of the Campbell 
Institute (organized in 1896 at General Convention by Herbert 
Willett, James H. Garrison, and Edward Scribner Ames and 
restricted its membership to college graduates; purpose to 
encourage scholarship among Disciples; criticized by conservatives 
who thought the members to be modernists)



1909 General Convention

• another difficulty arose over invitation of Samuel H. Church, a 
grandson of Walter Scott, and avowed “open membership” 
advocate to speak

• program of all the speakers proceeded





Controversy over Biblical Criticism at Lexington

• controversy over biblical criticism culminated in 1917 at the College 
of the Bible

• McGarvey had groomed Hall Laurie Calhoun for presidency of the 
College of the Bible, but Calhoun instead became dean

• Calhoun received his Ph.D. from Harvard University, graduating 
with his orthodoxy unscathed

• he labored to preserve The College of the Bible as a stronghold of 
conservativism



Controversy over Biblical Criticism at Lexington

• These new teachers, who came to the faculty in the years 1912-1914 were A. W. Fortune, 
George Hemry, W. C. Bower, and E. E. Snoddy.
• all 4 professors were theological liberals; Dean Calhoun was conservative

• Fortune, Bower, and Snoddy worked a kind of revolution in the academic life of The 
College of the Bible. They broadened the base of the reading in their classes, 
introduced students to different points of view, encouraged independent thinking . 
They related their studies to the new disciplines of psychology, economics, biology, and 
world history. They permitted greater freedom of opinion among the students in their 
classes, made the curriculum more flexible, introduced new courses.

• This transformation did not go unchallenged. In 1917 a small group of students 
petitioned the trustees of The College of the Bible charging that these teachers were 
unsound doctrinally and were spreading the results of destructive criticism and 
Darwinian evolution among their classes, and urged their dismissal.



Controversy over Biblical Criticism at Lexington

• This charge was given wide publicity throughout the Disciples by the Christian 
Standard, a weekly journal which had come to represent the conservative 
element among the people of the Christian Churches, and which began to call 
for an investigation.

• Calhoun, a conservative, sided with the dissident students and intimated that 
their charges were true. Thus, the stage was set for the most serious "heresy 
trial" in Disciple history by Board of trustees.

• Board of Trustees voted on May 1, 1917 their confidence in the faculty. 

• Dean Calhoun resigned and presented his case to Disciples through a series of 
articles featured in the Christian Standard, but his cause was lost. Several years 
later he transferred his membership to the Churches of Christ.







Brite College of the Bible
1914 Articles of Incorporation





Race Issues



Reconstruction and Segregation

• Within the churches of the SCM, conformity to culture had created 
a “spiritually equal, but socially separate” approach to race 
relations.  Many found it easier to conform to the ways of the world 
rather than to challenge the written and unwritten social codes of 
the period.  



Reconstruction and Segregation

• 1883 General Convention: Preston Taylor was appointed national evangelist 
for work among Black Disciples



Preston Taylor

• Taylor was born into slavery in Shreveport, Louisiana, on November 7, 1849, to 
parents Zed and Betty Taylor. 

• In 1864 during the American Civil War, Taylor enlisted in the Union Army at 
the age of fifteen in Company G of the 116th Infantry Regiment, U.S. Colored 
Troops, as a drummer boy during the siege of Richmond, Virginia. 

• After the war, he traveled throughout the North but settled at Mount Sterling, 
Kentucky, where he was a minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 

• Taylor was deeply affected by the exclusion of black workers from local 
construction projects, and as a result, he returned to Virginia where he 
secured a contract to build several sections of the Big Sandy Railway from 
Mount Sterling to Richmond. After his successful business venture and his 
reputation for his religious work, he moved to Nashville in 1884.  



Preston Taylor

• In 1887 Taylor purchased thirty-seven acres of land at Elm Hill Pike 
and Spence Lane and established Greenwood, Nashville’s second 
oldest Black cemetery, on the property. 

• In 1888 he founded Taylor Funeral Company at 449 North Cherry 
Street (now Fourth Avenue). 

• In 1905 Taylor purchased land at the corner of Spence Lane and 
Lebanon Road and established the Greenwood Recreational Park 
for Blacks. The park contained elaborate fountains, gardens, a 
baseball park, rides, bandstands, and special attractions. It was the 
first park for Nashville’s African American residents, who, at the 
time, were not allowed to utilize the city’s other public parks. 



Preston Taylor

• Taylor organized other business ventures, including the One Cent 
(Citizens) Savings and Trust Company Bank. 

• In 1909 he supported the creation of Tennessee State Agricultural 
and Industrial State Normal College, a state-sponsored college for 
African-Americans, which later become Tennessee State 
University.



Preston Taylor

• Taylor also served as minister of the Gay Street Christian Church, 
founded in 1855 as the African American congregation of the white 
Vine Street First Christian Church. 

• Following an 1891 controversy, Taylor and a part of the 
congregation left the Gay Street Colored Christian Church and 
established a church in a doctor’s office building on Spruce Street 
(now Eighth Street). 



Preston Taylor

• In 1917, Preston Taylor sent out a call to organize and the National 
Christian Missionary Convention (NCMC) was formed approved as 
an auxiliary of the International Convention of Christian Churches 
(ICCC). He served as president of the convention from its founding 
until its death.

• Under his guidance, the NCMC partnered with the United 
Christian Missionary Society to further the efforts of a whole 
church. 

• In 1969 the International Convention of Christian Churches 
adopted “Principles for Merger of the National Christian 
Missionary Convention and the International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ).”









October 12, 1919





Disciples of Christ Historical Society
https://www.discipleshistory.org/history/people



Christian Standard,
July 25, 1925



Christian Evangelist, 
December 31, 1925



Erie Independent (IL),
December 19, 1924



United Mission Work



United Christian Missionary Society (UCMS)

• Those with mission concerns had organized themselves into particular 
societies, including the Foreign Christian Missionary Society, the 
American Christian Missionary Society, and the Christian Woman’s 
Board of Mission. Over the years, these bodies had evolved beyond 
voluntary associations of people to become organizations with paid 
staff. 

• In 1920, these three bodies, FCMS, ACMS, and CWBM, became the 
United Christian Missionary Society (will later re-divide into Disciples 
Home Mission and Division of Overseas Ministries).



United Christian Missionary Society (UCMS)

• NBA Joins United Christian Missionary Society, 
June 1920

• “The new society would promote, plan, and 
administer all the foreign and home mission work, 
as well as the care of the orphaned and the aged, 
the support of higher education, the development 
of Christian education, the support of retired 
ministers and their spouses, the undergirding of 
church extension loans and planning, the 
coordination of denominational social action and 
education, the cooperation of state organizations, 
and the management of national assemblies. 
UCMS applied for its charter on June 20, 1920, and 
moved its headquarters to St. Louis. NBA became 
the Division of Benevolence of UCMS.” (Inasmuch, 
p76).



The One Church and the Pious 
Unimmersed



Open Membership Controversy

• open membership—the practice of accepting persons into the full 
membership of Disciples congregations even though they had not 
received baptism as consenting believers and/or by the method of 
immersion

• although some of Barton Stone’s followers held that the form of 
baptism was a matter of opinion rather than an essential of 
Christian faith and practice, almost all Disciples in the 1840s and 
1850s agreed that their congregations should consist only of 
immersed believers.

• This closed membership policy was virtually unchallenged by time 
of Civil War.



Open Membership Controversy

• Lewis L. Pinkerton raised a voice of concern in 1869 as an advocate 
of open membership; he refused to administer baptism except by 
immersion, but did not think that the form should constitute a 
barrier to Christian fellowship

• less than a decade later, William T. Moore became pastor of a 
Disciples congregation in London, England and put Pinkerton’s 
idea into practice



Open Membership Controversy

• in the U.S., probably the first Disciples congregation to allow open 
membership was the Cedar Avenue Church of Cleveland, Ohio in 
1895

• 1896, South Side Christian Church in Indianapolis opened its 
membership and others also followed

• major shift in the direction of inclusive fellowship angered many 
conservative Disciples



Open Membership Controversy

• in 1920, Disciples merged 6 boards and societies to form the 
United Christian Missionary Society (UCMS)

• need for comprehensive organization to simplify and coordinate 
increasing missionary and benevolence work (especially around 
competition for resources)

• The Christian Standard believed the UCMS condoned the practice 
of open membership on the missionary field

• UCMS responded with policy statement in 1922 that declared 
closed membership on the mission fields, and this angered liberal 
Disciples



Open Membership Controversy

• conservative Disciples began organizing; 1920 a restoration 
Congress held in St. Louis where they formed in 1921 a New 
Testament Tract Society and passed a resolution “urging all 
churches to discontinue fellowship with the UCMS and the 
General Convention

• also proceeded to found more conservative institutions of higher 
education (Bible colleges)

• conservatives continued to designate themselves as members of 
the Disciples of Christ, but in reality they constituted an 
identifiable group moving toward a separate fellowship





Ministry 



Ministry

• The turn of the 20th century saw a variety of new issues for the 
Disciples that began to shape understandings of the ordering of 
ministry. 

• At the 1935 San Antonio International Convention, a Commission on 
Ordination was appointed. 

• In 1939, the Richmond International Convention approved a new 
system which called for Ordination councils comprising ministers and 
elders representing three or more congregations to, in Stone’s words, 
“try her candidates.” Announced still as a local church matter, this new 
approach more fully satisfied Stone’s system of Ordinations being 
conducted by a conference or college of ministers (regions). Such a 
system began to afford broader church ownership and accountability as 
ministers moved from congregation to congregation.



Ministry

• Origins of Licensed Ministry

• The 1939 Richmond report commended three criteria for Ordination:

• 1. Good moral character and personal fitness for ministry

• 2. A full college course, and if possible, graduate training in religion

• 3. Experience in Christian work which shows real leadership, vision, 
pastoral qualities, and preaching ability

• Persons who fulfilled points 1 and 3 but not point 2 were accorded 
Licenses - a new category of ministry created from the Ordination 
report.



Ministry

• Disciples slowly shifted the authority for ordination from the 
congregational to the regional level in recognition that ministry 
has responsibilities beyond those associated with any one 
congregation

• 1946- O.L. Shelton’s book, The Church Functioning Effectively: 
elders began to assume identity as “lay elders” and began to 
recognize “ministers” as a new office in Disciples ministry, one 
distinct from that of an elder
• minister welcome with elders at the table; minister presides and elders pray to symbolize 

lay and ordained ministry both originates with God



“Honor Roll of the Faithful”

• by 1947, editor Burris Butler of the Christian Standard was calling 
for an “Honor Roll of the Faithful” ministers and churches who 
opposed all agencies associated with the International Convention 
of the Disciples of Christ (viewed as institutional and doctrinal 
aberrations of the DOC)

• began publishing list of those names in 1947 following a “Stand Up 
and Be Counted” campaign

• Honor Roll provided an initial rallying point for conservative 
churches, but also anticipated the publication in 1955 of an ongoing 
“Directory of the Ministry” to mark identity











Prelude to Restructure



Inter-War Era

• International Convention at Des Moines in 1934 authorized a 
standing Committee on Restudy of the Disciples of Christ; work of 
commission closed after 1949 report



Post-WWII

• program approved at International Convention of 1947 at Columbus, Ohio was 
“A Crusade for a Christian World”

• emphasis to organize 200 new congregations, the securing of new members, 
and recruitment for the ministry and mission fields

• 1956 Convention meeting in Des Moines changed its name from International 
Convention of Disciples of Christ to the International Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ)

• after 150 years the question of name was still before the Disciples; “Christian 
Churches” and “Disciples of Christ” had been used interchangeably for many 
years, and the “new” name was thought to ‘preserve our identity.”



Prelude to Restructure

• Resurgence in theological thought among the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ)

• evidenced by the creation of the Panel of Scholars in 1957 (a groundwork 
laid for a future reorganization)

• created under the sponsorship of the UCMS and the Board of Higher 
Education, the panel was to prove a significant influence in a 
reinterpretation of the Disciples.

• chaired by Howard E. Short and for nearly 4 years met to consider 
scholarly papers on all aspects of faith and life among the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ)

• In 1963 these papers were published in a 3-volume report; reports were 
published just as the work of the Commission on Restructure was getting 
under way.



Prelude to Restructure

• At Council of Agencies in July 1958, complete restructure of 
Disciples organization and program was brought into focus

• committee created at 1958 Convention to study how restructure 
might be accomplished; a Study Committee on Brotherhood 
Structure consisting of 11 persons met three times during 1959-1960 
to explore complex question of a reorganization of the agencies and 
program of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ)



Prelude to Restructure

• Two basic decisions were to be made by this committee. 
• One called for the leadership in any program of restructure to be centered in the 

International Convention itself as the voice of all the churches. 
• The second decision was that restructure would depend upon thorough cooperation between the 

churches and the agencies to create a total program for the church.

• This study committee reported its findings to Convention in Louisville in 1960. 
Report was adopted unanimously by the convention and recommended that 
plans for a new form of organization, henceforth known as “restructure,” go 
forward through listening conferences, consultations, institutes, and lectures 
in seminaries.

• The task of restructuring was to involve all aspects of life of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) throughout the 1960s.



Prelude to Restructure

• The Study Committee on Brotherhood Structure sent out a questionnaire to 1,000 
ministers, laypeople, and seminarians seeking information on what needed to be 
done.

• A desire and readiness for structural change was apparent.

• 1960 Louisville convention recommended the creation of a Committee on Restructure 
and proposal was adopted

• Commission on Restructure was to be composed of not less than 120, and not more 
than 130 persons elected for a 3-year term

• membership of commission was to consist of representatives nominated by each state, 
province, and area board, 8 state and area executives, the members of a central 
committee, 6 chief executives of national agencies not included on the central 
committee, 10 college and seminary faculty members, the editor of The Christian, the 
editor of World Call, and 39-49 persons to be nominated at large



Prelude to Restructure

• a central committee, consisting of 15-18 persons was to be appointed from the 
membership of the commission to give direction

• central committee would meet twice each year and the full commission 
annually

• Granville T. Walker, minister of University Christian Church in Fort Worth, 
TX, was chosen as chair of the Commission on Restructure

• began meeting in 1962



Prelude to Restructure

• by 1964, four basic guidelines agreed upon:

• 1. The structure will be designed so that the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in all its manifestations at all levels reflects its oneness and the unity of 
the church.

• 2. The Christian Church will follow the principles of representative 
government through the structuring of delegate bodies.

• 3. The Christian Church in its national manifestation will have representation 
from local congregations and from regions (states or areas).

• 4. The Christian Church will express its unity of purpose and mission through 
the adoption of declarations which express a covenantal relationship to the 
various manifestations of the church and all its separate parts.



Prelude to Restructure

• Impetus for a concept of the church came from the work of Ronald Osborn 
who believed the following emphases should guide the commission:

• 1. The calling of the church is to fulfill the divine intention: the church is the 
servant of God.

• 2. The nature of the church is manifest in her essential being; a community of 
the spirit taking institutional form within the realities of history, a people of 
the covenant.

• 3. The building of the church is the divine-human process of her formation 
according to her constitution; it is edification, the spiritual and institutional 
building-up of the body of Christ.



From Christian Churches (DOC) 
to Christian Church (DOC)





Provisional Design Adopted

• At International Convention meeting at Detroit in 1964, the principles 
developed by the Commission on Restructure were reported and general 
approval was given by the convention.

• During next two years work on a provisional Design for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) went forward.

• Meetings to consider restructure developments were held in every state and 
area during 1965. A series of 13 regional assemblies was also held and attended 
by over 15,000 individuals representing congregations throughout the United 
States and Canada.





Provisional Design Adopted

• At the International Convention (now called Assembly) meeting in 
Dallas in 1966 the commission presented its first proposals for the 
Provisional Design. Presided by Stephen J. England of Phillips 
University, Enid, OK.

• Recommended to call a delegate assembly to consider the design. 
Authorization was asked to call a provisional General Assembly of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to meet at St. Louis in 
1967.

• It proposed that the General Assembly meet biennially.



Provisional Design Adopted

• First delegate assembly, meeting under revised bylaws of the 
convention, was held in St. Louis in 1967. This assembly made 
several modifications and amendments to the proposals of the 
commission in regard to the Provisional Design.

• Between this meeting and an assembly planned for Kansas City in 
1968, the states, areas, and agencies were to give their approval to a 
revised provisional Design.

• would be necessary for 2/3 of churchwide agencies to act favorably 
on the proposals during this period if restructure were to proceed





1968 Kansas City 
assembly



Provisional Design Adopted

• Favorable authorization had been voted on by the necessary bodies.

• At Kansas City, by nearly a unanimous vote, the International 
Convention of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) and its 
related agencies was reconstituted in accordance with the 
Provisional Design. There the first Provisional Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was convened with Ronald 
E. Osborn as the presiding moderator.

• Enthusiasm for the action was such that the assembled delegates 
spontaneously sang the Doxology after the vote approving the 
motion.







Structure
General Church

• As early as the 1840s, leaders in the Stone-Campbell movement saw a need to organize on a 
broader scale. Some ministries, such as care for the disadvantaged and funding educational 
institutions, benefit from a wider base of support. After a number of different models of 
cooperation, in 1968 the general ministries came together as one Church, in the current 
covenantal relationships in The Design.  The general expression of the church is dedicated to 
equipping congregations to be and share the Good News from their doorsteps to the ends of 
the earth. The self-governing ministries work together to support the local congregation and 
regions.  Congregations provide critical financial support to these ministries through Disciples 
Mission Fund. General Ministries are covenantally accountable to the General Board and 
General Assembly, providing in-depth reports, participation and leadership to both bodies.

• The General Assembly is a biennial event where lay, clergy, voting and nonvoting, young and 
old gather for worship and learning in addition to attending to the business of the Church.

• The General Assembly voting body is made up of representatives from congregations and 
regions and serves as the body ministries report to in covenantal accountability. The General 
Assembly also operates as a forum for discussion and discernment. The assembly can debate 
matters of conscience, but cannot impose a position on a church. On matters of policy, the 
assembly can request congregations, regions and ministries to uphold policies, such as 
requirements for ministerial training.



• Resolutions are type of business item brought before the General Assembly for discussion and 
vote. Resolutions must go through a process in order to be presented to the General Assembly 
for vote.

• Resolutions and Business Items; From the Special Rules for the General Assembly

• Operational, Policy and Organizational: Operational, Policy and Organizational Items are 
those which establish policy, institute or revise structures, or procedures, authorize programs, 
approve directions or mandate actions. (For a complete description, see section 2.2 of the 
Special Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.)

• Sense-of-the-Assembly: A Sense-of-the-Assembly Resolution is an expression of the General 
Assembly concerning a moral, ethical or religious matter confronting the church, the nation or 
the world. Adoption of a resolution must represent agreement by a majority of an assembly’s 
voting representatives that the conviction or view expressed is based on Christian insights and 
is a part of their witness to Jesus Christ. Resolutions are developed for the guidance of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in its program operation, for the consideration of the 
congregations and members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and for a Christian 
witness to the world. The text of a proposed resolution should be so phrased as not to bring 
into question the Christian commitment of those who do not agree. (For a complete 
description, see section 2.5 of the Special Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.)
• Sense of the Assembly resolutions are not binding upon congregations



Opposition to Restructure and the Provisional Design

• For many years a large number of individuals and congregations 
had not been willing to accept the will of the majority in matters 
concerning the direction of the Disciples.

• Some of those individuals and congregations had withdrawn their 
support from the International Convention and its agencies but 
remained Disciples.



Opposition to Restructure and the Provisional Design

• Soon after the Commission on Restructure began its work, an 
“anonymous” Committee for the Preservation of the Brotherhood 
appeared, publishing and distributing 2 documents anonymously 
in the form of open letters to Christian Churches and Churches of 
Christ.
• They were entitled “Freedom or Restructure?” and “The Truth 

About Restructure.”
• Four copies of each pamphlet were mailed to every congregation 

listed in the Year Book of the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ).



Opposition to Restructure and the Provisional Design

• The “anonymous” committee was later revealed to have been 
organized in the First Christian Church, Canton, Ohio, at the 
instigation of James DeForest Murch, who was the author of both 
pamphlets.

• Their printing and distribution had been financed by Benjamin D. 
Phillips of Butler, Pennsylvania, who had long been a critic of 
organized efforts. (Mr. Phillips was the president and major stock 
holder of T.W. Phillips Gas and Oil Co. of Butler, PA. This company 
had previously been the Phillips Brothers Oil Company founded by 
his father, Thomas W. Phillips, Sr. in 1863.)





Opposition to Restructure and the Provisional Design

• Main thrust of committee’s opposition had to do with what its 
members considered a threat to the freedom of the congregation 
and to property rights

• Following Dallas assembly in 1966, Robert W. Burns of Atlanta 
(who was a member of the Committee on Restructure) and others 
formed the Atlanta Declaration Committee. Its purpose was to 
arouse as much opposition as possible to restructure at the point of 
property rights and congregational autonomy. Only received 
support from a small circle, and surprisingly, it was Burns who 
made the motion in the final meeting of the Commission on 
Restructure that the provisional design be adopted.



Opposition to Restructure and the Provisional Design

• Another form of loyal opposition was given leadership by Charles H. 
Bayer, minister of University Disciples of Christ Church at Chicago. 
Under his guidance a fellowship of concerned individuals known as 
“Disciples for Mission and Renewal” was formed.

• After the nearly unanimous approval of the Provisional Design at Kansas 
City in 1968, more than 2,300 congregations asked that their listing be 
removed from the Year Book, and others followed during the next 3 years 
leaving 4,046 participating congregations by 1970. (650,000 members) 

• Formal acknowledgment of the schism in 1971:  the “Christian 
Churches/Churches of Christ” (that came to be called Independents) 
were listed separately in the Yearbook of American Churches





National Convocation



National Convocation

• In 1969 the International Convention of Christian Churches adopted “Principles 
for Merger of the National Christian Missionary Convention and the 
International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ).” As a result 
of the adoption and implementation of these principles the National Convocation 
was called into being to nurture a realization of the merger vision. The National 
Convocation, at one time an object of mission, now is a partner in mission.

• The National Convocation was called into being as a result of the adoption and 
implementation of these principles and stated its purpose in its “Articles of 
Operation” as follows:

” … to provide an instrumentality within the structure of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) as a forum for the discussion of pertinent issues 
related to black church life in the context of total church life; for fellowship, 
program promotion, leadership training and such other general purposes as 
shall support and strengthen the congregations involved in the total mission 
of the church.”



1971
BINGHAM, REV. DR. WALTER D., 84, of Louisville, died 
Wednesday, April 12, 2006, at Brownsboro Nursing 
Center. His life has been a dedication to ensuring that 
"God's work is done." The Reverend Bingham served for 
more than 30 years (1961-1991) as pastor of Third 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), now Third Central 
United Christian Church. During his 30 year tenure, he 
not only led this Shawnee congregation, but also 
provided worldwide leadership on behalf of the Christian 
Church. He was the first African-American moderator of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United 
States and Canada (1971-1973) and the first African-
American moderator of the denomination at the local 
and state levels in Kentucky. In addition, Reverend 
Bingham presided over the General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 1973. He also 
has been a delegate to the World Council of Churches 
and the National Council of Churches. Further, the 
Reverend Bingham served on the General Board of the 
National Council of Churches in the United States from 
1969-1972. He was a representative in the consultation 
meetings of the Christian Church Union from 1969 
through his retirement, and was delegate to the World 
Council of Churches in Nairobi, Kenya in 1975 and 
Vancouver, Canada in 1983. He was viewed as a 
"denominational hero."





Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries

• 1966 – 1st Consultation on Hispanic Ministry (includes Hispanic 
Disciples ministers in the  U.S., Mexico, and Puerto Rico) (will later 
become the ethnic-linguistic ministry called the Central Pastoral 
Office on Hispanic Ministries)



Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries

• the office has existed in some form since 1981, first as Disciples Home Missions’ Hispanic Binational/Bilingual 
Fellowship, and then as an independent ministry since 1992

• CPOHM now works with more than 170 Hispanic churches across the United States and Canada, with more 
than 6,000 members – representing every state in the U. S., every Latin American country, and several 
countries in the Caribbean and South America. CPOHM also partners with the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in Puerto Rico, which is home to more than 100 Disciples congregations.

• While these Hispanic churches and communities have been a part of the Disciples family far longer than its 
official ministries, over 100 years in many cases, CPOHM continues its work to connect Spanish-speaking 
communities to each other, and to other expressions of the Church.



Identity Politics Expands



Identity Politics Expands



Identity Politics Expands

2013



Identity Politics Expands









Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

• 1991 General Assembly in Tulsa

• Dr. Michael Kinnamon was the nominee for General Minister and 
President at the General Assembly in Tulsa, OK, in 1991. That 
nomination was defeated by a mere fraction of a percent – a two-thirds 
vote was required and the vote failed by less than 1%. Why? Those who 
opposed him did so because he was honest about his membership in 
the GLAD Alliance as one piece of his witness to justice.



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

Tulsa World
June 9, 1991



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

Tulsa World
August 11, 1991



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

Los Angeles Times
September 28, 1991



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

New York Times
October 31, 1991



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

https://www.discipleheritage.org/about



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

https://www.discipleheritage.org/about



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

https://www.discipleheritage.org/beliefs



Opposition to GLAD/Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance

Tulsa World
April 6, 1996



Future 
Directions for 

DOC

• Pro-Reconciliation/       
Anti-Racism work


