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STEWARDSHIP
The word sometimes makes us cringe, maybe even roll our eyes. Well, it must be time for the church to ask us for money again. But
that isn’t stewardship at all! Stewardship is the care and tending of all we have and are. Stewardship is the choice we make with
our spending and our giving, our words and our actions, our prayers and our advocacy. Stewardship is remembering that a good
Creator placed us in this world, and handed it into our care – not just for our own pleasure and use, but for the good and thriving of
all of creation! How and where we give says a lot about who we are, what we believe, and the One we claim to follow. Now more
than ever, we are called to be good stewards – of the earth, of our neighbors, of our rest, of our resources. The One who created
us is creating in us still – each day, anew, a chance to care and tend to the goodness of the world.

A Stewardship Prayer
Eternal God, we pray that by your grace we will make stewardship a way of life.
You are the source of all we have and all that we are.
Help us to place you, our loving God, first in our lives by becoming more prayerful, more focused on loving and caring
for our families and our neighbors in need, and by becoming less preoccupied with material things.
Help us to hear your call to be good stewards, caretakers, and managers of all your gifts by sharing them for your
purposes. Help us make your priorities our priorities and to put our faith into action.
Help us to generously share the talents, treasures and time with which we have been blessed.
Help us Lord to serve our church, our community, and our world with the gifts you have given us.
Teach us how to give with a joyful spirit, with love, and with hope. Amen.
— Adapted from the Episcopal Diocese of Washington

That Kind of Church
If you believe
Won't you please raise your hands
Let's hear your voices
Let us know where you stand
Don't shout from the shadows
'Cause it won't mean a thing
Now more than ever
The world needs love
Not just a slogan
But the world needs love
It’s not too late.
- John Mellencamp
I had to dig through my dusty albums to find Now More Than Ever by John Mellencamp. Mellencamp wrote the song in
the early ‘90s, and I was at the beginning of my ministry. At the time I was serving a small congregation in a neighborhood
looking for hope. It was a song that fit a community in the throes of poverty and heartbreaking violence. With God’s blessing,
that tiny church with a big heart in Little Rock went all-in and loved its community. An abundance of God’s blessings poured
into our city. Many people’s lives were genuinely impacted by a church that refused to give up on its community. We believed
and raised up our hands and took our stand.
Now, 30 years later, I’m serving an exceptional congregation coming through a pandemic. These last 18 months have been as
challenging and difficult as any I’ve experienced. Our world has changed in ways that we did not imagine possible. Sickness,
loss, anger, and uncertainty have gripped us. You could have easily held back and waited for all this to pass over but you
did not. You were resilient and faithful and generous and continued to care for one another instead. I have seen an
abundance of goodness and love and generosity flow out of you to our community.
Now more than ever the world needs us to keep being that church, and if possible, to be that kind of church even more. What
does that look like in the year ahead?
A church where Jesus is the center of all we say and do,
where people are finding places to build spiritual friendships,
where people are growing in their faith,
where everyone is welcome without any fine print,
where children and youth are embraced and learn.
It looks like a church that is outrageously generous and willing to get its hands dirty serving our city and crossing boundaries.
Now that Mellencamp song is on my playlist on my morning runs. It’s been on my mind when I say my prayers. Because
I am excited and hopeful about the year ahead of us. We are stewards of extraordinary good news and unprecedented
opportunity. God’s call on our church is as fresh as when Bob Peake planted a new church on Harvard Avenue 60 years ago.
On October 31 I’m beginning a sermon series called Now More than Ever. I’m praying that you will make a commitment to
join us either in person or online – 9:00am or 10:30am – for this worship series.
Live and love like Jesus,
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Now More Than Ever
It’s been a tough eighteen months! NOW, More Than Ever…. we need each other. We need the kind of joyful, Christ-filled
love Harvard Avenue folks seem to naturally share. Our church family steps up, rolls up sleeves, digs in, and freely gives
time, talents, and money. That kind of energetic involvement is a unique blessing…and it’s contagious!
During Covid isolation, we never stopped giving our pledged amounts. Our tithes and oﬀerings kept coming, our support
of each other and our church never slowed down. While other churches suﬀered financially, the members of our generous
family kept on giving.
Every year in November we revisit Stewardship practices…how, when, where, and why we give. It’s a grateful reminder
about giving back for blessings received.
As we move through November, you’ll hear testimonials from various members of all ages sharing how and why they give.
You’ll also receive a letter and pledge card. Your pledge is so important for planning next year’s church budget. Even if
you’re strapped to the max, draw a heart on your pledge card and return it. That way we’ll know you received it.
Now, More Than Ever…we need to stick together… and love each other like Jesus!
Blessings,
Mary Magee
Stewardship Team Lead

Our Spiritual DNA
Most can recall a moment when they saw or felt a need and wanted to respond.
It was a response from the gut. The thought: "There is a need here, and I can do
something about it. I will help." It is a simple concept and a part of our spiritual DNA.
As this Spirit grows within us, we begin not only to respond more frequently but,
in fact, seek out places that we might give even more of ourselves to help another
in need. One of the significant ways we do that at Harvard Avenue is through our
Outreach and community engagement ministries.
As we quickly move into a season of stewardship emphasis, I invite you to keep
in mind the many meaningful ways that our financial gifts impact the lives of so
many—here in Tulsa and beyond—through our congregational outreach. Our
yearly budget contains funds set aside explicitly for making a Christ-like impact in
the world through various outreach partner organizations.
From homeless, to food insecurity, to education, to disaster response, our gifts come together in a way that converts our
compassionate impulse into tangible signs of God’s love. Now, more than ever, the world needs this tangible expression
of God’s love. May we strive to give in the season ahead with the understanding that God is doing amazing work through
our outreach on Harvard Ave. Thank you for the ways that you give generously of what God has entrusted to you, for the
sake of Jesus Christ.
With Gratitude,
Rev. Kevin Howe
Community Pastor
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A Grateful Heart
My heart is so full of gratitude for the three-month sabbatical I’ve just enjoyed. I had a lengthy planning list on July 1, but
like plans, some came to fruition, some did not……And like most great adventures, there were trials and triumphs! After
getting right to work on some home projects, my plans became more focused on family bonding opportunities. I took
a one-week trip with just my girls to visit several National Parks in CA, NV, and OR. It is so fun to get to know your kids as
strong, capable, young adults! We shared music, dreams, and many hikes.
After a couple of weeks of rest and recuperation, David and I set off on a
three-week tour of 9 National Parks. With a combination of tent camping,
cabins, and hotels, we quickly realized we are a resourceful couple! We
each thought the other packed our tarps and tent stake mallet, but we
were lucky that it never rained on our tent and a rock makes a great tool
for pounding in tent stakes! We basked in God’s creation – mountains,
plains, desert, forest, seashore, and alpine meadows. We saw so much
wildlife, it was hard to take it all in. I began a meaningful practice of
making one-minute sounds of nature recordings. After 30 years together,
our bond is stronger than ever.
My final family trip included my sister Beverly, and my Mom. We enjoyed
a week in the Gulf Shores area and cherished the time we could spend
together. Much laughter, goofy tourist traps, and lots of perusing the beach for gifts from the sea.
I learned some valuable lessons about my life. I need to incorporate a better ongoing balance of family and ministry. The
forest is a cathedral to me, and I need to make time to be in one on a regular basis. Like the story of Abram and Sarai, God
is with me wherever I go. And finally, the best laid plans always need room for unexpected adventures.
Thank you for blessing me with this time away. I am ready to jump back into the wondrous calling of children’s ministry!
Darlene Martinez
Children's Pastor

Dear Harvard Avenue Christian Church,
As your Moderator I wanted to write a brief statement to help in kicking off the 2021 Stewardship Campaign, and to start
by saying THANK YOU!
Thank you for being the Church family that welcomed our family almost 8 years ago, and for showing us God’s unconditional
love. It has been quite another year, and even through all the unprecedented times Harvard Avenue Christian Church is
still stepping up and being faithful stewards in bringing the word of Jesus to our community!
As Sarah and I think deeply and pray about what our giving will look like for this next year, I know that we give because we
need to continue to grow in our stewardship and our discipleship. Our church is precious and irreplaceable, and “When
we give to God, we are just taking our hands off what already belongs to him.”
In Christ,
Jason Dent
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Mark Your Calendar
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Visit us on our website at www.hacctulsa.org
Lead Pastor: Rev. David Emery — david@hacctulsa.org
Connections Pastor: Rev. Courtney Richards — courtney@hacctulsa.org
Community Pastor: Rev. Kevin Howe — kevin@hacctulsa.org
Children's Pastor: Rev. Darlene Martinez — darlene@hacctulsa.org
Youth Director: Colt Stubblefield — colt@hacctulsa.org
Communications Director: Christy Southard — christy@hacctulsa.org
Business and Finance Director: Nedean Geurin — nedean@hacctulsa.org
Facilities Manager: Marcia Whitaker — marcia@hacctulsa.org
Video Production Coordinator: Dillon Ford — dillon@hacctulsa.org
Traditional Music Director: Kelly Ford — kelly@hacctulsa.org
The Rising Band Leader: Isaac Herbert — isaac@hacctulsa.org
Organist: Cathy Venable — cathyvenable@aol.com
Children's Music Director: Ashley Pease — ashley@hacctulsa.org
Hand Bell Director: Andrew Dugan — andrew@hacctulsa.org

Sundays at Harvard Avenue
9:00am
The Rising Worship
Adult Study Series / Sunday School / Life Groups
Children Worship & Wonder (3yr-5th gr, plus nursery care)
Youth in Rising Worship
10:00am
Fellowship
Children's supervised play & nursery care
10:30am
Traditional Worship
Adult Study Series / Sunday School / Life Groups
Children's Sunday School (3yr-5th gr, plus nursery care)
Youth in Sunday School
Both services live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook
Visit hacctulsa.org/connect/sermons
for recordings of each week's full service or sermon only.

Book Discussion Group
October 21 11:00am
Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the
Legend by Susan Orlean is the
book selection for October.
Allegedly found in the ruins of
a bombed-out dog kennel in
France during World War I, then
brought to Los Angeles by Lee
Duncan, the soldier who found
and trained him, by 1927 Rin Tin
Tin had become Hollywood's
number one box-office star.
This book, about the dog and the legend, is a poignant
exploration of the enduring bond between humans and
animals. It is also a richly textured history of twentiethcentury entertainment and entrepreneurship.

Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Thursday; closed Friday (918) 742-5509

